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PREFACE. 



SOMK who chufe not to encourage labours of 
this kind, plead in excufe, that the world 
is full of books, and that many more are publilh- 
ed, than are profitable, &c.— And others go fur- 
ther ftill, and make it matter of doubt, if men's 
morals are not made worfe by the multiplicity of 
publications on various fubjedts year after year. 
As to the truth of what thefe affirm, I have neither 
leifure nor inclination at prefent to enquire into ; 
this I think feems pretty clear, that as all men do 
not write with a defign to inftrudt, fo all do not 
read with a defire to be inftrufted ; but as fome 
write and publilh with a view to their own profit- 
and advantage, others purcKafe and read with no 
other view, but to pleafe and amufe themfelves. 

And perhaps this may not only furnilh us with 
the moll probable reafon of the above, viz. why 
men's morals are not mended by niuch reading ; 
but may ferve alfo to fuggeft to us another obvious 
truth, viz. that books of wit and pleafantry, &c. 
are generally preferred to thofe inftrudtive of the 
mind, and calculated to. amend the morals. Hence, 
though much truth may be obferved in the above 
objeftions, yet the charge is not well fixed 5 fee- 
ing 
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ing the fault complained of, is either ift, In the 
reader, who either makes a wrong choice of books, 
and only reads fuch as were never intended, either 
to correct the faulty, or inftruft the ignorant ; or, 
in reading thofe that intended both, with too 
much careleflhefs and inattention. Or 2d, Thofe 
books ought to be blamed, or the authors of them 
which racner terd to lead the mind aftray, than 
conduft it in the paths of piety and truth. ^ ■■ 
Some objeft with the above, that there are as good 
books already wrote and publifhed, as any we 
may expeft ; to which, I would only fay, it is 
not ufual (I prefume) to complain that a caufe is 
clogged with too many witneffes, nor does a truth 
contefted become more doubtful by having a 
greater number of evidences to defend it. If it 
fhould be faid the truth of the gofpel is fo univer- 
fally received, and fo firmly eftabliflied, that fur- 
ther teftimonies are needlefs to be offered in con- 
firmation thereof; I anfwer, in refpeft to myfelf 
(blefled be God) and I hope the friendly objeftor 
this is true \ but it is far otherwife in refpedt to the 
bulk of mankind. Nor need we^look to the Jews, 
Turks and Pagans, who all want proof of the 
truth of Chriftianity -, fo long as chriftendom 
fwarms with chriftian unbelievers, many of whom, 
though called by the name of Chrift^ yet are con- 
tinually labouring as much as in them lies, to fap 
the very foundarion of chriftianity. 

The following difcourfes were not penned, nor 
are they publi(hed fo much with a defign to con- 
fute the adverfaries of the gofpel. (this I leave to 
abler pens) as fimply to maintain the truth ; from 
this perfuafion, that error is moft effeftually con- 
futed, by a manifeftation of the truth. I hope 
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PREFACE. V 

ttlfo the following flieets may through a divine blef- 
fing be made ufeful to confirm, and dlablifli the 
minds of fome, who may not only doubt of the 
truth of gofpel-dodrines, but of their own ex- 
perience of the grace of God alfo. If the can- 
did reader (hould obferve any miftake that may 
have dipt both pen and prefs, as I doubt not but 
he will charge it to infirmity, I promife myfelf a 
pardon •, and (hould he n^eet with any thing that 
may thwart his own received opinion, I hope he'll 
confider what is offered; before he condemn it, 
which after ^I (hould he think it neceflary to do, 
I expeft he will moderate the fentence according 
to the equity of that rule, that what he requires, 
he'll not retufe to give; viz, the liberty of think- 
ing. I only beg leave to add, what I have written 
in the following fermons, I have written in thefin- 
cerity of my heart, and with a view to do good ; 
therefore, if this end be anfwered in any wife to 
any who (hall read them, let the great God, even 
our Saviour Jefus Chrift have all the praife; fer 
to him alone, the adorable Jehovah, Father, Son, 
and Spirit, in one undivided e(rencc, all glory, 
might, and majefty are due in time and through 
the traftlefs depths of eternity. 



Halifax, June 20, 1765. TitUS Knight, 
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For in the day that thou eatefl thereof^ 
thou Jhalt furely die. 

TH E doftrihe of original fin, ( as it is 
commonly called,) is generally, either 
believed and received, or difcredited and 
hejcfted; aS men attehd to the oracles of God, in 
order to foriti their ideas of the truth of things 
thereby J or receive their inftruftions in the fchools 
bf the heathen, and model their fentiments by the 
maxims of philofophy. In the former cafe, we 
are prefented with a plain, fimple, and natural ac^ 
fcount of the ftate of men and things ; what was 
the caufe that firft brought on the diforder, fo 
clearly perceptible, arid almoft univerftUy com- 
i>Iained of, and what is its cure. In the latter, 
this plain andeafy account of things, muft either 
be J)erverted, iand cruelly tortured, to make it 
Ipeak fomething coiifonant to our pre-c0nccivcd 
A 001 
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2 SERMON I. 

notions, as taught us without regard to revelation, 
and in which revelation is of no manner of ufe v or 
the whole muft be rejected as a cunning devifed 
fable ; impofcd upon the ignorant, by the fubtil- 
ty and craft of defigning men -, but unworthy of 
credence amongft thofe who will be at liberty to 
think for themlelves, and refol ve to take reafon 
as fuperior to revelation, for their guide. 

It is further obfervable, . for the moft part •, 
thofe who (tumble at the fin of Adam being im- . 
puted to, or any ways affefting his pofterity, are ■. 

i,. very unfound in moft other doftrines of the gof- 
pel ; this being the port from which a man fets : 
fail in fcripture fentiments, and a wrong line of | 
diredtion, leads gradually further and further from I 
the point of truth. Hence fome while they feem 
to compliment the Lord Jefus as a creature of the 
higheft dignity, with high encomiums of worth 
and excellency •, yet withold from him the glory 
due to his name, as the adorable creator ; nor honour 
the co-equal Son as they pretendedly honour the 
Father. Others, fo mingle refined reafon with 
pure revelation, that while they feem to allow the 
atonement made by the Son of God, and preach 
falvation through his blood -, yet have their ideas 
fo confufed, and the fcheme of their doftrines fo 
perplexed, that they attend not to the fcripture 
^ contraft between the firft, and the fecond Adam ; 

^_i and while they feem to fpeak of Adam's fin unto 
condemnation, yet deny the imputation of Chrift*s 
righteoufnefs unto juftification. 

It is highly probable, was this particular doftrine 
more carefully attended to, more clearly opened, 
more explicitly treated, and more warmly infift- 
ed upon by the preachers of the word \ wefhould 

fiod 



SERMON I. 3 

fifid the hearts of our hearers more deeply afFeft- 
ed under a fenfe of their depravity ; the truths 
of the gofpel more cordially embraced, and the 
Lbrd Jefus Chrift in the chariot of his gofpel, 
would meet with a much more hearty welcome 
ahibngft his wretched and indigent creatures. 

Is it not for want of this, that many think 
themfelves to be rich, and increafed with goods, 
while in reality they are wretched, poor, mifer- 
able, blind and naked? Will any but the difeafed 
come to Chrift for a cure ? If we would be able 
minifters of the new tejiamtnt^ we muft labour 
to make the people fenfible, of what was tranf- 
afted in the garden of Eden, anid ftands upon 
facred record in the old. That you who hear mc 
this day, may be reminded of your fallen con- 
dition ; and from thence be led to look for fuc-^ 
cbur and falvation to the great repairer of the breach ; 
I muft beg the favour of you to. take a walk with 
me into yonder garden ; it is indeed a place, a 
garden of pleafure i to compare with which, all 
that art improved, or nature now can boaft, would 
be mean and contemptible ; it is a garden planted 
by God himfelf, it is Eden. We have here pre- 
fented to our view, Adam in his perfeft ftate, and 
the adorable creator of all things covenanting with 
his new made creature ; his grant was large, and 
loudly declared the goodnefs of his God ; of every 
tree of the garden thou mayeji freely eat ; his pro- 
hibition was fmallj by which he might underftand^ 
that obedience was all the creator fought from his 
creature ; but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evily thou fialt not eat of it ; for in the day 
$l&u eat eft. thereof thou fhalt furely die. ^ 

A 2 Prom 



4 SERMON I. 

From thefe words, I propofe to prove to you 
the following things : 

Firft, That corporal death, or the death of 
Adam's body was a confequence of his fin. 

Second, That the death threatened in the text, 
was corporal, fpiritual, and eternal. 

Third, That the penalty was inflidted according 
to threatening that day^ 

Fourth, That all the pofterity of Adam, are 
guiltjf through his tranfgreffion. 

Fifth, That there can be no falvation or deli- 
verance from this curfe, but by Chrift. 

I am aftiamed to amufe you, and obtrude upon 
your attention this firft head of my difcourfe ; 
which would feem tome altogether as unneceflfary, 
and affronting to your natural underllandings, as 
if I (hould go about to demonftrate to you that 
the whole is greater than any of it's parts, or that 
it is day-light when the mid-day fun fhines full in 
your face ; did not the Socinians with an air of 
boldnefs peculiar to themfelvcs, and an art of 
perverfion never praftifed but by men of thefe 
principles, deny the fubftance of it. Should they 
deny that many children die in their infancy, and 
who could not be guilty of aftual fins ; matter of 
faft would every day rife up in judgment againfl; 
them, and condemn their aflcrtion as falfe in the 
face of the world •, and to allow that fuch infants 
die in confequence of Adam's fin, <feuld[|^alh 
with their favourite notion of original purity^ be- 
fore which Diana^ nothing muft ftand, that force 
or fraud can overturn •, therefore it muft be main- 
tained at all events, that death is common to us, 

not 



SERMON I. 5 

not as finners, but as. men, and that infants dic,^ 
not becaufe they are the children of a fallen parent, ^ 
but a perfeft. 

When the all-wife creator, is reprefented in the 
facred account of this affair, as covenanting with 
his creature, this was appointed as the teft of his 
obedience, of the tree of knowledge of good and 
eviU thou /halt not eat of it •, and the penalty to 
be inflifted in confequence of difobedience; was 
fet before him in thefe words, for in the day thou 
$ate(i thereof^ -thou fhalt furely die, (Moth tamuth) • 
dying, thou fhalt die ; the ingemin^tion, or repe-f 
tition of the word in the original, indicates the 
certainty of dying ; and wherein this did confift, ^ 
muft either be known to Adam, or the fandion 
would lofe its force. !ffut the fuppofition cannot 
be admitted without abfurdity, that, becaufe Adam 
liad not feen any image of death amongft any of 
the creatures, (death as yet not having entered 
into the world) therefore, he muft be a ftranger 
to what it meant ; feeing, Adam was now in bonor^ 
ftood upright and fearlefs in the prefence of his 
maker, and poffcffed a penetration of judgment 
(I think it is undoubted; far fuperior to any of 
his pofterity. In the preceding chapter, vcr. 
29th, 30th, we find the munificent creator confer* 
ring upon the beloved image of himfclf, a right 
and title to every herb or the field, and every 
plant of the ground ; and Godfaid^ behold 1 have 
given you every herb bearing feed^ which is upon the 
face of all the earth ; and every tree in the which 
is the fruit of a tree yielding feed \ to you it fhall 
be for meat. This grant, Adam had in common 
with the beafts of the earth ; and to every beaft of 
the earthy and to every fowl of the air^ and to 
A 4 every 



6 SERMON I. 

every thin<( that creepetb upon the earthy "Ui'berein 
there is life, I have given every green herb for 
meat. Now to fuppofe that Adam was a ftranger 
I to death, as confifting in a negation, or depriva- 
■; tion of that life hefaw the beatts of the earth en- 
;■ joy in common with himfelf -, mud be to fuppofe 
him wanting of that underftanding, whereby he 
could difcern betwixt a beaft and a tree, or him- 
rfelf and an herb of the field. 
^ It cannot be fuppofed, that whatever concep- 
tions Adam had ot fpiritual death, as contained . 
in the threatening ; that he" did not comprehend 
in his idea, the death of the body alio, as he 
would neceflarily underftand and fuppofe his crea- 
tor as fpeaking to him in words to this import, 
" For my own glory and pleafure I have created 
** thee, and called thee into being by the word 
*^ of my power ; I have formed for thee a body, 
*' from the duft of the ground, and have ani- 
" mated it with a living foul. I have endued thee 
'' with a fuperior faculty, by which thou ftandeft 
*' diftinguiflit from all earth-born creatures, and 
'* art capable of contemplating thy own happi- 
•* nefs, and the bounteous liberality of thy bene- 
" faftor. I have planted this garden for thine 
" abode, and have plenteoufly provided for thy 
" table, every thing neceffary to fupport thy 
*' earthly frame, and render thy being intirely 
" comfortable-, freely take of every herb and 
*' tree, eat, live, and enjoy the blefling of thy 
** being, as the reward of thy obedience, and 
" commenfurate unto it. But know afTuredly, 
, " that if thou art difobedient, thou (halt fprfeit ^ 
^ *' thy title to all thefe favours ; the herb of the 
** field which I have now appointed, and cndue4 

" with 
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" with a power to perpetuate thy exiftence ; fhall, 
" deprived of this life-giving quality, minifter 
" mortality to thy dying body ; while the com- 
*' munitated rays of my fpirit, intercepted and 
" cut off, Ihall leave thy beclouded foul in dark- 
" nefs and diftrefs." Now in this reprefentation 
of the paflage, (which feems to me natural and 
eafy) it appears impoflible that Adam ftiould over- 
look the circumftance of corporal death, as con- 
tained in this threatening ; in my opinion it would 
be far lefs abfurd to fuppofe, that he had an eye 
to nothing elfe. 

2d. That bodily death, was .a Cionfequcnce of 
man's difobedience, appears from the execution 
of the fentence, chap, ^d^ver. i^tb^ with which 
is clofed the folemn trial of the unhappy offenders, 
now doomed to the death they had deferved (ex- 
cept in hope of a deliverer.) The whole of this 
tranfaftion begun at ver. Sib. carries fomething 
in it ftupendioufly folemn, and ftrikingly awful. 
Satan had now betrayed them into fin, and fii^i 
had plunged them into ruin ; fearful and amazed 
they flee, when none purfues^ and would be glad 
to ^nd an afylum in the thickeft gloom of impe* 
netrable darknefs, to hide their guilty heads from 
their offended God. But where fhall a finner flee 
from his prefence^ or whither fhall the guilty go**^^ 
from his fpirit ? The voice of the Lord God 
fummons them to the bar ; to which, though with 
the;greatefl: reluftance, they are conftrained to 
come, Th^ faft appears too full againft them to 
be denied ; and th^ evidence too firm and flrong, 
to be baffled in the inquifition ; but mark the ef- 
feft of fin ; what they cannot deny, they attempt 
X<> extenuate and lelTen, and inftead of taking to 

them- 



? SERMON I, 

themfelves the ftiame and fault which belonged unta 
them, they endeavour by any means to avoid, and 
caft upon another. The man Joft to all fenfe odf 
gratitude rcflefts upon the benignity of hism?^ker, 
as though in making an help meet fox" him, anc^ 
^ which fhould compleat his happinefs, he had given 
i Jier to be a fnare and a trap unto him, to entice 
and draw him into fm ; the woman whom thpu 
gaveji to be with fne^ Jhegave me of the tree and I 
llid eat ; and quite void of natural afFeftion to her 
that was bone of his bone, and flefti of his flefh, 
he openly accufed, and turned informer at the bar. 
Nor had the woman more remorfe for the crime 
flie now ftood accufed of ; for inftead of pleading 

guilty, before her judge fhe would juftify herfelf 
, y impeaching the ferpent ; the ferpent beguiled 
me^ apd I did eat. However, both acknowledge 
the faft, I did eat^ and fall obnoxious to the pe- 
nalty. The prifoners at the bar thus found guilty 
before the righteous judge of all the earth, are, 
as it were remanded to prifoh, with this feptence, 
to the woman he faid^ I will greatly multiply thy 
forrow^ an/l thy conception ; in Jorrow Jhalt ihouj 
bring forth children. And unto Adam^ he faid^"— 
surfed is the ground for thy fake^ in forrow Jhalt 
thou eat cf it all the days of thy life ; in the fweat 
^f ^ks f^c^ fk(i^t thou eat breads till thou return 
unto the ground-^ for out of it wait thou taken^ for 
4ujl thou art^ and unto duft Jhalt thou return. 

Now if bodily death intimated in thefe words, 
duji thou art J and unto duji Jhalt thou return^ was . 
not the confequence of this tranigreffion^ but 
would equally and certainly have been the cafe, 
if man had not finned at all ; then we muft fup- 
pofe the fentence paffed by the all- wife judge, 
^ • . ' ■ ^ ' ' ' to 
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CO have run in this ftrain, " Becaufe thou haft 
^^ done this thing, and haft eaten of the tree, 
*' of which I commanded thee faying, thou (halt 
*' not eat of it -, thou Ihalt furely return to 
^' t^^ ground^ fj-om whence I took thee, 4nd 
^^ agref^able to my purpofe concerning thee, if 
^' thou hadft not finned ; for duft thou art^ and 
*' unto duft thoujbalt return^ not ia confeauence 
^- of thy fin, or by way of puaifhrnent^ for thy 
*' difobedience j but according to thy nature, 
" which was made fubjed to mortality and death, «.> 
^' and my unalterable defign, which was that i 
*• thpu fhouldeft die/* Now, if we would not 
be guilty of the fuppofition of a procedure (o 
unbecoming the omnifcient Jehovah ; let us adr 
init the plain, literal and commonly received o- 
pinion of this important faft ; that Adam, as the 
juft reward of his difobedience, and as the penal 
fanftion of his fin, was doomed to return to his 
original duft, a monument of the divine difplear 
fure againft it, 

3d. That bodily death, is apunlfliment inflided ^ 
becaufe of fin, appears from the divine proce-Y 
dure, in all ages and places of the world. Why- 
did God bring a mighty flood of waters over the 
whole earth, and thereby deftrov both man and 
beaft ? (except Noath and his family.) Was it 
not becaufe allfiejh had corrupted His way upon 
the earth? Gen. vi. 12. His way^ had violated 
his law, finned and comejhort of his glory. Rom, 
iii.. 23. Why were the cities of the plain over- 
thrown with fuch a marvellous deftrudion i When 
it is faid, the Lord rained brimftone and fire from 
the Lord^ out of heaven. Gen. xix. 24. God 
himfelf gives us the reafon, becaufe the cry of 

Sodom 
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Sodom and Gomorrah is. greats and becaufe their Jin 
is very grievous. Ch. xviii. 20. 19. 13. Vo 
proceed to adduce proofs of this kind, from the 
word of God, would oblige me to tranfcribe a 
great part of the bible, I fhall clofe this head 
with obferving to you, that while we infift upon 
bodily death being the punifhment of fin, we 
are kept in countenance by' having l^aul the 
preacher for our prefident. Two paflages cited 
from his writings, may ferve to confirm my af- 
fertion ; the dne from Rom. v. 12. T?y oneman^ 
even Adam, ^n entered into the worlds and death 

^lyfin^ as the wages of difobedience^ '/^r'^^^ 
wages of Jin is death ^ and fo death pajfed upon all 
men^ indicating that they were difeafed, having 
been infcfted with the common contagion, for 
that all have finned 5 finned in the loins of Adam ; 
otherwife death pafled upon fome that had not 
'-^finned at all, even infants and they were punish- 
ed without fault, and died without difeafe or fick- 
nefs. The other pafiage is from i Cor, xv. 2 r, 
where the apoftle is proving the certainty of a 
refurreftion of the juft. Since by man^ even the 
firfl: man, here oppofed to the fecond man or 
Adam the Lord Jefus Chrifl: -, came deaths na^me- 
ly, bodily death, for this is alfo oppofed to. bodily 
life, or the refurreftion of the body from the 

I grave ; fo that, that life the fecond Adam re- 
ftores in the refurreftion, is the life that was for- 
feited and loft, by the firft Adam in the fall ; 
but the life here fpoken of, is that of the body, 

\ therefore fuch is the death, the confequence of fin. 
1 have dwelt the longer upon this head, be- 
caufe of it's importance •, the oppofers of the 
doftrine of original fin, are well aware of the 

infu-. 
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infuperable* difficulties that will croud in upon 
t#cm on granting this point, and therefore turn 
all their fophiftical artillery this way. 

I proceed in the fbcond place to prove, that 
although corporal or bodily death, was contained 
in the threatening againft difobcdience ; yet this 
was not all the penalty ; but death rnrpQirnU dtatk 
fpiritual, and death eternal, were comprehended 
therein. 

It. is more than probable that, when God threa-, 
tened Adtm with death, in cafe of difobedience ; 
the death with which he was threatened, had re- 
fpeft unto the life he then enjoyed ; and would 
if inflided, confift in a deprivation of it. But 
the life Ad^m enjoyed, was as much fuperior to / 
that of the beafts, as the rational foul is to the- 
fenfitive ; or as a life fpent in an union with, 
and an enjoyment of God, is to that which is 
fpent without God in the world. When the Lord 
God formed tlie earth and the worlds birds and 
beafts, fifties and creeping things, his almighty 
Jiat went forth, and // was dane^ he commanded and 
the deep foundations of the earth ^ooA firm ; but 
when man muft be called into being, a council is 
called in heaven. Not that God wanted power 
or wifdom, to create man more than any other 
creature ; but to teach us to afpire to more 
exalted joys, than brute beafts partake of ; and 
not to diflionour that nature by finful practices, 
the great creator has put fuch a diftinguiftiing 
honor yppn. In making the beafts, &c. a An- 
gle jlf^/ perfeded the work ; but in making man, 
there is a twofold ad: ; and the Lord God formed 
tnan of the dufi of the ground^ alluding to his 
animal life, enjoyed in conunon with the beaftis 

of 



12 SERMON I. 

of the field, &c. and breathed into bis noftrilsj 
the breath of life -, alluding to the rational ^e 
which was peculiar to himfelf. Hence it is faid 
by the wife man, tbefpirif of a beaft goeth down-- 
ward, that is, the vital flame which animated it*s 
form, becomes totally extinft when the creature 
dies ; but the fpirit of a man goeth upwards when 
his body returns purfuant to the folemn fentence, 
to the dufty his fpirit, the inextinguifhable and 
immortal fire that animated his earthly body, 
Jhall return to God that gave it. Furthermore, it 
is oblbrvable, that when the Lord Ged bad formed 
man of the dufi of the ground^ that he breathed 
into him, (Ni/bmatb HbajimJ the breath of lives, 
pot of life, in the Angular number •, becaufe he 
was a compound creature, and enjoyed life, not 
only in common with the beaft, but in a way pe- 
^^ culiar to himfelf ; but lives, the animal, and the 
* rational. Thus Adam, when coming from the 
hands of his maker, and at what time he was 
pleafed to fignify his good pleafure towards him, 
in entering into covenant with him, ftood pofleff- 
ed of a natural and fpiritual life ; the latter of 
which, continued to him in confequence of his 
•obedience, would have conftituted, what I here 
mean hy life eternal. Now it cannot reafonably 
be fuppofed that Adam was a ftranger to the dignity 
of his own nature •, but rather that, if his benign 
creator had made no revelation of himfelf, or had 
given him no intimations of the excellency of that 
nature, fo vaftly fuperior to, and fo eminently di- 
ftinguifhed from that of all other earth-made 
creatures •, yet his own bright and unfuUyed in- 
telleftuals would have immediately led him to 
contemplate his own wonderful make, and to a 

dif. 
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difcovery of the bleffednefs he ftobd pofleffed of. 
Therefore, agreeable to our former reafoning ort 
the preceding head, Adam would neceflarily con- 
ceive, when it was faid unto him, in the day^ tbott 
eateft thereof^ thou Jhalt furely, die^ that his difo- 
bedience would be. attended with the forfeiture 
_ and a deprivation of the life, or lives, he thert 
pofleffed, and which his obedience would eter- 
nally fecure unto him. Nor could any thing left 
be intended in the threatening againft difobedi- ^j 
ence, thou Jhalt furely die ; than a death oppofed [^ 
to the lives poffefl, or poffible to be poffeft, \n [1 
confequence of obedience. That bodily death ' 
was included in the penalty has been proved al- 
ready ; and that fpiritual. death was equally in- 
cluded, will more fully appear from the following: 
confiderations. 

It is faid, that, man became a living foul, this 
life man had from God, the great and gracious^ 
author of it •, his fpiritual life, was an immortal: 
fpark communicated by the father of fpirits, the 
fountain of uncreated light and life ; and which 
nothing could extinguifli. Sin itfclf could not 
annihilate the foul ; but being effentially contrary 
to the purity of it's nature, would neceffaril/ 
darken and obfcure the luftre of it's native bright- 
nefs, and render it's being lefs defirable than not 
to be at at all. On the condition of obedienccy 
anan would neceffarily have enjoyed the bleflings 
he poffeft ; juftice itfelf was engaged to fecure 
them 5 and on the contrary, the condition not 
fulfilled, juftice itfelf muft ftand full againft him. 

Upon man's difobedience, it was not pofliMe 
the union betwixt God and his foul could fubfift ; 
God^s holinefs would neceffarily forbid it \ be is 

of 
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of purtr tyes than to behold iniquity ^ much mord 
to hoWi convcrfe, and continue in covenant and 
^ellowfliip with a notorious offender. Continue 
in covenant he could not, the conditions and 
fanftions thereof being already diffolved, and 
broken, juftice would neceflarily forbid it ; nor 
coukl communion and fellowfhip any longer fub- 
fift, fince there now wanted a fimilarity in the na- 
ture of the parties to be united 5 which in this 
cafe was ncceflfary •, and an emnity in confequence 
of fin, had faftened upon the mind of man, and 
rendered it utterly impoffible. Holinefs, is effen- 
tial to the divine nature, and the moft exprefs 
image of God, that can appear in any created 
being. The Lord exhorts his people to holinefs, 
faying, he ye holy^ for I am holy ; and without bo- 
lineJSf no manjhall fee the Lord. The highly fa- 
voured ferv^nts of God, when admitted in plea- 
fmg vifion, to view the heavenly worfhippers and 
hear their afcriptions of glory and honor to the 
eternal King 5 they fung in fweet refponfes, holy^ 
holy J holy^ is the Lord of hofts •, holy^ holy^ boly^ 
Lord God almighty. If. vi. 3. Rev* iv. 8. Now 
fin and difobedience, being the very reverfe of 
this, can no more be mixed together with it, or 
ftand before it approved and accepted^ than dark- 
nefs can be mixed in the body of the fun, or 
find a place of exiftence in his meridian beams. 
And as fpiritual life, or the life of the foul, con- 
fifts in an union with, and the enjoyment of God; 
jio the difTolution of this union, and the depri- 
'" vation of that enjoyment, is what we mean by' 
fpiritual death ; and which muft neceflarily be 
inflifted on Adam, in confequence of his fin. 
Again, the righteous law of God, mufl need^ 

pali 
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paft a fentencc of condemil^tion againft the of-^ 
fender, fuitable to the nature of the offence > but 
the offence was principally •of a fpiritual.kind, 
viz. pride, prefumption, ingratitude, &c. of 
which the eating the interdifted fruit was but 
the vifible expreffion ; or to ufe the words of the 
apoftle James, Lufi when it hath conceived^ bring-^ 
€th forth fitly Ch. i. 15. Therefore the fentence^ 
of the law principally refpeded the fquL^ Be- 
fides, the law of God is foundedlipbn the effen- 
tial attributes of holinefs and jufticc, and is a 
tranfcript of them; fo that thefe are feeri in the 
perfect law, as objefts appear and are feen in a 
glafs ; and,^s the cherubim, arid flaming fword, 
guard and keep the way, of the tree of life ; fo 
the divine hoUnefs and juftice, preferveand keep 
the law •, from all inflexibility, mutability, or 
fliadow of turning : and the former mull change 
their nature, before the latter can acquit an of- 
fender, or mitigate" it's rigor. 

Again, that (piritual death is inflifted as the 
punifliment of fin, the many declarations in the 
word of God, againfl: finners, will evince. It 
has been afiirmed by fome, that the promifcs, and* 
threatenings, contained in the old teftament, have 
no refped unto fpiritual things -, and that the peo- 
ple of the Jews had no certain knowledge of a 
future ftate ; and would fupport their opinion by 
Paul's words to Timothy, who hath brought life 
and immortality to lights inferring from hence, 
that the foul's immortality, refted upon uncertain 
conjeftures, till it was revealed in the gofpel of 
Jefus Chrift. But this notion feems to have gain- 
cd acceptance, through inattention to the word 
jof God 3 in which, the belief of the immorta- 
lity 
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iity of the foul, appears to have beeh receive^^ 
tidt as a thing barely poflible, of which hadfome' 
^gns of probability ; but as a matter of the great- 
w^eft certainty, in the earlieft sges of the world. If 
this be not granted, the* account Mofes has given 
of Enoch's trariflation, will be hard to reconcile 5 
for if Mofes did not firmly believe an after ftate 5 
to fay, that Enoch walked with Godj and that God 
took bini ; would be, in effeft to fay, Enoch was 
a better man than moft or all in his day, he fear- 
ed God, and did the things that pleafed him ; 
and therefore the Lord iiiflifted upon him the 
hcayieft judgment, that his nature was Capable 
of fufFering, even death ; for he took him out 
rf the knd of the living, and deprived him of 
all the bleftings aiid benefits peculiar to his only 

J)criod of exiftence. And Enoch hiriifelf whof 
ived long before Mofes, looked by faith beyond 
A the utfnoft bounds of time, when he prophefy- 
^ ing^ faid. Behold the Lord cometh with ten thou-^ 
fand of his faints^ (^c. Jtide xiV. Nor could 
Paul have placed Enoch with any propriety a- 
mongft his lift of worthies who atchieved the no- 
bleft deeds by faith ; had he fuppofed Enoch an 
infidel ih this particular j neither would it have? 
tomported ^ith the apoftle's defign in the chap-s 
tcfr, which Was to encourage the Hebrews to firm** 
iiefs of faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift^ by the e*- 
aihple of the faints of God in all ages. Of whom, 
feys he, having feen the promifes afar off J thtf were 
ferfuaded of them. But to return from this di- 
greflion, (which here feemed neceffary to be made-, ) 
as the doctrine of the foul's immortality, appears 
to have been received in the firft ages of the 
iRTorld J it can hardly be fuppofed that the mani* 

feftationa 
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iFeftatiohs of the divine difpleafurc againft fin, 
could be deemed by them, to terminate in tem- 
jporal judgments ; and efpecially as the Lord did 
from time to time declare his deteftation of fin, 
and his fettled purpofe to punifh it with death. 

This meflage the Lord fent unto his people by 
the prophet E^ekiel, ichap.xviii. ver. 26. When a 
righteous man turnetb away from his right eoufnefs^ 
and committetb iniquity^ and dieth in them ; dieth 
impenitent, for his iniquity that he hath done fljall 
he diej die fpiritually, die eternally. When Na- 
than the prophiet commiflloned by the Lord, had 
(extorted from the king of Ifrael a fentence ofcon* 
demnation againft himfelf •, the man that hath done 
this thing fiall furely die \ and tfee prophet ap- 
Jilied the fentence, to the guilty monarch's heart ; 
fhou art, the man^ he trembling and confounded 
(aid, I b&ve finned againfi the Lord^ to whom with 
ncding, heart-reviving words, the prophet faid, 
the Lord hath put away thy fin 5 for which, thou 
didft deferve to be disinherited of thy portion in 
heaven, arid to be deprived of the comforts of his 
prefence, and the light of his countenance upon 
earth ; but, thou Jbalt not die. The Lord will 
hot withdraw his fpirit from thee, nor fufFer thee 
in thy fall, to be utterly caft down, but will yet 
uphold thee with his hand. It is not to be doubt- 
ed, but that David conceived of himfelf at this 
time as obnoxious to fpiritual death ; even that, u 
which confifts in a deprivation of the light of God*s;f 
tounteilance, and the comforts of his fpirit \ henccj' 
in his pcnetential pfalm, coihpdfcd under an af- 
fli<Sting fenfe of his fin \ he carneftly deprecates 
the puniihment his fiti Had deserved, cafi me not 

B MWttf 
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away from thy prefence^ and take not thy holy fpirit 
from me. Ver. ii. 

As wc have good authority to affirm, that ina»y 
promifes in the old teftament were not only of 
a temporal nature, but had refpeft unto fpiritual 
benefits and bleflings •, fo by a juft way of rea- 
foning, we infer, that many of the thteatenings 
were alfo of a fpiritual nature. As the Almighty 
could not but intend, that the people ftiould con- 
ceive of his threatenings againft their difobedience, 
to have refpeft unto the whole man, and thereby 
fignify his higheft difpleafure againft fin •, fo it is 
not to be doubted, but that the prophets whom 
the Lord fent to bear his meflagcs to them, fpoke 
in language plain and cafy to be underftood ; giv- 
ing them to know by repeated affurances, that 
the Lord would render to the difobedient indigna^ 
tion, and wrath, tribulation, and anguifh, both 
' upon jew and gentile. 

I proceed to fliqw 3dly, that death eternal was 
alfo included in the threatening, thou /halt die^ 
and was the defcrt of difobedience. I conceive, 
that which has been commonly called eternal deaths 
and that which I here mean by that phrafe ; to be 
no other, than fpiritual death perpetuated through 
'^an endlefs duration ; together, with what has been 
called the piena fenfus^ or the punifhment of fenfe, 
confifting in what the fcripture calls the unquench- 
able fire, &c. That this penalty of eternal death, 
was included in the fanftion of the prohibition, 
appears from the truth of the laft propofition ; 
that being proved, this cannot be difproved, for 
thefe reafons : i . The foul cut off from the en- 
ioyment of Godj muft needs be miferable, and 
having no fpiritual union, or communion, with 

him 
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kim, muft needs be left in a ftate helplefs and 
Forlorn ; not only wanting power to perform any 
thing, by which, it might be reftorcd to his fa- 
Vor; but alfo wanting a will to perform •, having 
no tafte, no relilh, for the works of holinefs, nor 
love, nor defire, towards God, the author of it*s 
happinefs. Now the reafon of the foul's fepara- 
tion from God, (being fin) muft continue to bc(j 
a reafon for it's feparation for ever ; feeing it is.\ 
not poffible the foul can ceafe to fin, without God. 

id. Not only open afts of difobedience ofiind a- 
'gainft the perfeft love ^ but want of that love and^, 
cordial afFeftion, which the creature owes to its | 
creator, as the greateft good, is alfo a violation of 
it. But fuch love and afFedtion are intirely incon- 
fiftent with that enmiry which fin has introduced 
into the finner's. nature ; therefore he necefferily 
goes on to fin, even while he fufFers for it ; and 
new acceffions of guilt continually expoie him to 
fufFerings fuitable thereto, ad infinitum. 

3d. As the feparation of the foul from God, is a. 7 
confequence heceflarily refulting from the divine I 
purity ; and by wfiTch, it fufFers (at leaft) whatfome 
have called the (pana damni) or the punijfhment of 
Ibfs ; nothing but a change in the nature of fin, or the 
-nature of holinefs, (both which afe impofllble) can 
{)revent this kind of punilhmcnt from being eternal. 

4th. Nor does the juftice of God lefs than his 
holinefs, require the finner's punifhment to be 
eternal, in thut part thereof, which is tailed the^ 
punifliment of fenfe ; as appears from varioils 
pafl^ages in the new teftament. If thy hand of- 
fend thee^ cut it off^ it is better for thee to jenter 
into life maimed^ than having two hands to go into 
hellp into f he fire that never Jhdll be quenched. Tfief€- 



no SERMON h 

fore muft burn eternally. JVhere their worm dieth 
not^ the guilty, accufmg, condemning j and tor- 
incnting confcience, and the Jire is not quenched^ 
but muft burn with an incxtinguilhable flame, and 
prey upon the offender with inconceivable rage, 
for ever and ever. Mark ix. 43. &c. compared 
with Matt. V. 29. 18. 8. Rev. xiv. ila It 
appears frpm thefe, with various other fcrlptufea 
that might be adduced, that fin, and dilobedi* 
cnce, will be punifhed with eternal mifery •, and 
as the judge or all the earth will certainly do right, 
we muft conclude fuch fuffering to be the due de- 
fert of fin. 

That a punifhment, confifting in a rtioft diftref- 
fing and foul-piercing refleftion^ of alofs, fo irre- 
trievable, and immenfely great ; fliould torment 
and rack the foul, is not at all to be wondered at ) 
fince refleftion, is eflfential to it's nature, and muft 
be commenfurate with it's exlftence. Nor ihould 
it be efteemed more ftrange, th^t a punifhment, 
confifting in torments the moft exquifite, and 
pungent, Ihould be inflidled on the body, fuited 
to it's nature ; feeing man is a compound creature^ 
and as fuch, he finned againft God ; therefore as 
fuch, it feems equitable that he fhould fuflfer. 
And as fin, though committed by a finite creature, 
injures an infinite law, affronts infinite majefty, 
aad flights infinite goodnefs 5 it is undoubtedly 
juft, it Ihould be punifhed with infinite punifh- 
ment, 

I now come in the 3d place to obferve, that 
agreeable to thofe words, in the day^ thou eateff 
thereof y thou Jhalt furely die^ the penalty was in- 
fliftedthe fame day, that Adam finned againft his 
God, and fell thereby from his form and favour^ 

Thi« 
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This will appear, by carefully noting the feveral 
tranfa6ti6ns of that awful day, as dehvered to us 
6y the holy fpirit's amanuenfis, the man Mofes. 
A^'difbbcdiencc, pride, ingratitude, or whatever 
<^tlier helJilh flame enkindled by the ferpcnt, the 
devil, conftituted, and aggravated the killing 
crime,"firft had a place in the foul ; fo the punifh- 
ment, which was infeparably connefted with the 
guilt, was firfl: inflifted on the foul. Hence wc 
are informed, ver. vii. that having eaten, ibeir 
eyes were opened^ and they knew they were naked ; . 
bodily eyes they had before to fee with, and Un- 
happy for them they had made a bad ufe of them, 
in gazing luflifuUy on the tree, which it was dan* 
gerous to look unto at all, as the event made 
manifeft. -But now the eyes of their confciences * 
were opened, their hearts fmote them for what^ 
they had done ; anUHiey Taw^' 'fliocking fight! 
.what had been well for them never to have feen ; . 
, they faw, they knew jhat they were naked. * They 
faw their folly, but it was too late -, the daring 
impious deed is done, it cannot be recalled. 
They yizze; the ftate of peace and tranquility, they 
iiad fallen from ; and oh, heart-cutting fight \ 
they faw no way, no means how to reftore them- 
felves. Doubtlefs, they nov^ faw the fubtle fer- 
pent, the hellifh viftor triumphing in their ruin ; 
and worfl: of all they faw their God, their friend 
and benefactor, now oflFended with them, and his 
glorious image departed from them. They knew 
that they were naked^ that they were (tripped of 
all their paradifical glory, their joys, their com- 
Jbrts, and innocent delights were now no more j 
but guilty Ihame, fear, and diftraftion feized up- 
on them both ; and all thofe ftrcams of (piritual 
B 3 con- 
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confolation, from whence they had formerly 
drank large and refrefhing draughts, were now 
dried up ; and he that was wont to comfort their 
fouls, was now far from them. As a man rejoices 
to fee his friend, they had (no doubt) 'til! this 
rejoiced to meet their God, under the fhady bower -, 
and with hearts glowing with gratitude ^nd love, 
received the bleflings which his bounteous hand * 
bellowed ; but now, fee the dire efFefts of fin ! 
they heard the voice of the Lord God^ the voice 
which, ufed to charm the liftening ear, more 
then the fofteft J)owers of mufic \ but now, more 
dreadful than a clap of loudeft thunder-, it wounds 
the guilty heart. Thefe wicked flee, when none 
pqrfue, and vainly try to hide their naked bodies, 
with a covering of fig-leaves •, and their guilty 
heads amongft the trees. of the garden. 
^ Thus fhame, and fear, the conftant concomi- 
►' tants of guilt'jTaffen'on'the confcience in the very 
aft of Tin7and diftrefs the foul ; Adam now knew 
good and evil, life and death. The good he had 
enjoyed in the divine favour was loft for ever, and 
evil like an overflowing deluge broke in upon 
him ; God had breathed into him the .breath of 
lives ; but now fad experience tells him, the life 
of his foul was gone ; for the life-giving fpirit of 
his kind creator had now departed from him. 
With God is the fountain of life \ but now fin had 
fealed faft the fountain, and all the vital ftreams 
that flowed from it were cut off^ -, and man that 
a little before, had been fo diftinguifliably dignified, 
and highly honored^ continued not iathat ftate, but 
became like the beafts that perifh ; the divine life 
was extinguilhed in him, the divine image depart- 
ed 
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ed from him, and he felt in the dayj the difmal 
4ay of difobedience, that in his foul he died. 

2d. When the righteous judge had fummoned 
the offenders to his bar, and had convided them 
out of their own mouths ; he proceeds to pafs the 
folemn fentence j which as it had refped uhto 
bodily death, was delivered in thefe words. Be- 
caufe thou half bearkisned unto the voice of thy wife^ 
and hait eaten of the tree^ of which I commanded 
thee^ faying^ thou (halt not eat of it^ cur fed is the 
ground for thy fake •, " in bleffing thee, all crcat- 
,' ed things >vere bkffed with thee, and becaufe 
" of thee. The ground had received a command, 
" and a power purfuant, to yield thee a rich fup- 
" ply of all things neceflary for thy food, with- 
*' out thy care and toil ; thou ftiouldeft have ga- 
" thered life and immortality from every flower 
*' of the field, nor brier, nor pricking thorn, nor 
" dry and barren lands throughout thy extenfive 
*' dominions Ihould ever have been known. But 
*' now, the curfe and death, thou haft deferved 
" and art obnoxious to, fhall fall upon the whole 
" creation with thee, and becaufe of thee -, yea, 
*' curfed is the ground for thy fake-, which Ihall 
" be fo far from yieldmg it's free increafe for thy 
" fupply ; that thou Ihalt labour and till it in the 
" fweat of thy face, but almoft in vain. Thou 
" (halt not any longer eat from the life-giving 
" trees, and herbs of this happy garden ; but, 
" thou fhalt eat the herb of the fields produced 
*' and made to grow with inceffant toil and in- 
" duftry. Thorns and thijiles fhall the ground 
'' fubjedted to the curfe, bring forth to thee^ fad 
" emblem of thy barren wretched foul -, and in 
" forrow fhalt thou eat of ity until thou return 

'^ unto 
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«■ unlo it. Thy body was indeed created of the 
*• duft of the earth, but hadft thou been obedient, 
*' would have been incorruptible, and immbrtaj, 
** fuch was my will and word; but hencefcMtfeif 
■ *' is fubjeft to mortality ; the feeds are already 
** fown, which in Ipight of all thy (kill to pre-^^ 
** vent, will grow up to an harveft of corruption ; 
•* my un^terable decree (hall make the fentence 
^^ firm, for duji thou art, and unto duft tboujbaii 
*' return.** Purfuant to this decree, and awt 

ful declaration •, we are prefentcd in chap. v. wi?b 
a long bill of mortality ; wherein we fee the cer- 
tain rulfiUment of thofe words, unlo duR lh(Ht tboii 
return \ and the feeds of mortality fown in the hu- 
man nature, in the very pronunciation of the 
ftedfaft decree -, had, although by a flow^ and 
filent, yet by a fure, and certain growth, been 
ripening for corruption, even ia Adam and thefe 
his fon$. 

Hence it appears to. little purpofe, that feme 
have obje<5ted againft the truth of what God had 
threatened > and that becaufe Ada^m lived to the 
age of nine hundred and thirty years ; therefore 
the penalty was not inflidbed according to th*e time 
fpokcn of in the day, fmce he loft the divine and 
fpiritual life ipfo fabio, in the very commiffion of 
.; the crime ; and his body in the fame day was dead 

"^ by the law of God, and by the fentence of his 
judge ; and as certainly fubjcfted to corruption, 
as if his dufty tabernacle had immediately drop- 
ped into it's primitive particles. 

Let not ftubborn finners prefume, and becaufe 
vengeance appears not to be executed fpcedily on 

•#. an offender, conclude that God-is too merciful to 
punilh, and too great and high to regard what is 

tranf- 
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tranfaaed among the fons of men ; for he is juft 
and hoiy^ and wi]l by no means clear the guilty. 
ri^I ihouid now proceed to the fourth thing pro^ 

E)fed, but muft beg leave to poKlpone the en* . 
rging on that, and the following propofition, 
to another opportunity. And ^what has al- 
ready been fpoken to, let us try to m^ke fomc 
improvemnnt ©£ Apd in order to this, I 
I would for a moment, call back your thoughts 
into the happy garden ; a place of happinefs while 
God was there, but no longer ; his prefence only 
fnakes a paradife ; and without this it would be 
hell in heaven. How fhpuld we then prize and 
^alue the place where the Lord has promiled ta 
be prefent ; holy David knew fo well what hap- 
pinefe was with him, that I bad ratbery faid he, 
}fe a door-keeper in the boufe of my God^ than dwell 
in tbe tents of wickednefs. Let us therefore cleave 
unto him with full purpofe of heart, let us ever 
be found in his houfe, together with his people, 
that we may rejoice before him, and give to him 
thp glory due unto his name. While we live un- 
der the fmiles of heaven, the frowns of earth- 
born creatures can never hurt us ; if we are aC 
peace with God, wc need not be difcouraged al- 
though the powers of earth and hell ftiould be at 
war with us ; and while our eyes are fixed upon 
the great author of our being, and our hearts are 
bowed in obedience to his precepts, nothing fhall . 
be able to harm us, or make us afraid.— -But O 
my brethren, learn an inftruftive leflbn from the 
mifcarriage of our common father. God had faid 
unro him, in tbe day thou eateft thereof^ thou fhaU 
furely die ; the devil in the ferpent contradids it, and 
fays, y€ fhall nol die^ now whom Ihould Adam have 

be- 
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believed ? The God of truth, or the father erf 
lies ? The anfwer is given in the fatal confequenoeu 
Hence we (hould learn to look upon, and reject 
every faying, every dodtrine, every thing, or 
thought, that eontradidls the word of God, as 
devilifh and dangerous ; no fair enticing fruit of 
fin becaufe it is goodly in our eyes to look upon, 
Ihould tempt us to tafte or touch it, left we 4ie; 
it is forbidden fruit. No foothing, flattering 
fpeeches ; no fair, and pleafing promifes, fhould 
beguile our hearts, or lead us to put forth our 
hands to any accurfed thing. 

Again, we are not in paradife, but are driven 
out by the righteous fentence of the judge of all 
the earth •, and if the tempter entered there, have 
we not 'much greater reafon to fuppofe he lies in 
wait to feduce and draw away our hearts from 
God? Yea we are aflured he does, for the devily 
as a roaring licn^ walks about feeking whom be may 
devour. It is not qertain to us, whether Adam be- 
fore his fall, had any knowledge that fuch an ene- 
my would lie in wait to deftroy him ; and there- 
fore not fufpefting any harm, where all was very 
good, might the more eafily fall by the tempta- 
tion : but we have fair warning given us, we 
know that we have an adverfary who is wily as a 
ferpent to beguile and feduce \ fierce as a lion to 
tear and deftroy ; and defirous of our ruin as the 
roaring lion of it's prey. 

Let us therefore be always on our guard, fore- 
warned, fore-armed. Adam might fuppofe him- 
felf at peace with all created beings, and in a land 
of fafety •, but we, (I fpcak of true believers) have 
openly declared war againft the devil, and all the 
powers of darknefs, and are while in the body, in 

an 
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dn erremy's country. We have need therefore t<5 
advtrt to the apoftle's advice, and put on the whole 
armour of God\ we have not ov\\y flejh and blood 
to confllft with, but principalities^ and powers^ thi 
rulers of the darknefs of this worlds and fpiritual 
wickednefs in high places. We are utterly unable 
to cope with the- God of this world •, we have nd 
wifdom, or might to go out againft fo formidable 
a foe ; without Jefus Chri/i we can do nothing \ 
faith only, can be a fhield for us, againft the force 
of fatan, and defend us from his fiery darts. 

4d. Permit me to remind you of the mifery and 
ruin brought upon our common parents,, by their 
fin •, that we through grace may avoid the rock 
on which they fplit, and having the bleflcd fpirit 
for our pilot, may fafely ride out all the ftorms 
of life, and before a gale of all-atoning merit, 
may at laft be brought with gladnefs to the 
peaceful port. When comjng from the hands of 
God, how beautiful, how fair ! Behold all was 
very good •, man was made in the image of God, 
God cannot but love his image •, and whom God 
loves muft needs be happy. But no fooner did 
fin get a place in the heart, by which the hand 
is directed to take from the forbidden tree •, but 
the flower of their beauty, immediately faded, 
the glorious image of their makerj which render- 
ed them amiable in his eyes, was totally defaced ; 
and the happinefs they enjoyed under the fmiies 
of his countenance, quickly departed from them. 
Learn we from hence the odioufnefs of fin ; \t4 
ftamps upon the foul, the image of the devil, 
enmity againft God. A man by fin degenerates 
into a beajft, hence the fcripture calls them dogs , and 
Ywine"; and the creatures God had made for his 

'""^ - own 
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own glory 5 by fin, defile their nature, and dif- 
honor their creator. And as we can enjoy -,115^ 
happinefs but fo far as we enjoy God, fin cjuJtJ 
ofF our union and cjommunion with him, and rea- 
ders us miferable even in this world. When 
Adam had finned, he feared ; therefore if we de- 
fire to Hft up our heads with any degree of bold-* 
nefs either here or hereafter in the prefence of 
our God, let us beware of fin ; there is nothing 
makes fo many cowards as fin, the greateft bra- 
vado, will either hide his face and be afraid of 
God's judgments in this world, or defire to be 
buried under huge rocks and mountains in the 
world to come, for fear of the Almighty's indig- 
nation. O think, my brethren, what our guilty 
parent felt, when he hid himfelf in the garden 
amongft thetr^es ; and what he feared, when the 
Lord God faid, Adam where art thou ? Sin you 
fee expofes us to prefent mifery and fear of worfe i 
and who can conceive ? (God forbid we fhould 
ever experience) what weight of woe, what feas 
of forrow, fin will plunge and immerfe the finner 
in through cndlefs ages. 

3d. To conclude, — While we fee the eflential 
attributes of the deity, his juftice, and hisrho- 
llnefs, neceflarily inflifting on the finner, the 
death his fin deferved ; let none of us imagine, 
that we may fin with impunity 5 God muft change 
his nature, e'er fin can pafs unpuniftied. It will 
help you little that put forth your hands to fin, 
to talk of God being merciful 5 he is not more 
merciful than juft ; and whilft the juftice of God 
calls out for fatisfaftion, the hoKnefs of God, re- 
]t&% the polluted creature. In a word, for what 
we have done amifs, let us come in the way God 

has 
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has 'appointed, to find favour atld forgivcnefs widu/ 
KJm J there, my brethren, is our cure^ look unto 
Jffefus. Doesjuftice make demands we arc hot 
able to anfwer ? The blood of an immacylatc 
Lamb (hall Ipeak for us, it fpeihth better things 
^ban thai of Abel. Does the holinefs of <5od rfc- 
je6k us ? Jefu's righteoufnefs (hall gain us accep- 
tance ; this imputed, renders us amiable in the 
eyes of our God, while his good fpirit renews our 
hearts, and his grace the predominant principle 
in our fouls reigm in us through righteoufnefs ta 
iver lofting Hfe, 
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GENESIS ii. 17. 

Fof in th& day that thou eatefi thereof^ 
thou Jhalt furely die. 

IT becomes us to give all attention to the ho- 
ly fcriptures, and labour with the utmoft 
diligence, to fettle in our hearts without a 
doubt, the divine credibility thereof ; confider- 
ing them as the living oracles of truth, and not 
in any part, nor in any wife, the writings of falli- 
ble men; If we firmly believe our bible to be 
the word of God, and that everything contained 
therein, is ftamped with the feal of divine vera- 
city, and enforced with the folemn fanftion, thus 
faith the Lord \ it will neceffarily beget in us more 
attention to what it contains ; and if We have any 
love to God^ to love and prize it in proportion. 
When we can banifli from our minds all doubts 
and diftrufts concerning the divine original of the 
facred fcriptures ; we are then delivered from 
acarping and quarreling fpirit, with any thing we 
find in them, not eafy to reconcile ; as conclud- 
ing that the God of truth, can poffibly be guilty 
of no falftiQodj or contradiftion •, and whatever 

fcems 
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feems to us irreGoncileable muft be charged to 
puf ignorance and want of penetration in divine 
things. Moreover when we conceive of the holy, 
fcriptures, as intirely didlated by the Holy Ghoft ; 
we are led to fee the neceflity of coming un- 
taught to thefe divine tutors •, that we may from 
them, and not from our own wild and extrava- 
gant notions, receive infVru6lion, what to believe 
and what to pradtice, agreeable to the will of 
God. Arid it appears the more neceflary for us, 
to be well eftablifhed in the belief of God's word ; 
becaufe the devil will always labour to obtrude 
and impofe upon us, fomething contrary to, or dif- 
fering therefrom j an example of this, and the 
fad effeds of it, we have feen in the foregoing 
difcourfe on this fubjeft. And fo far as this fpi- 
rit of lies and fallhood can influence the minds of 
natural men, ( and the fcriptures inform us this 
is not a little. Eph. ii. 2. 2 Tim. ii. 26.) fa 
far we may fuppofe alfo that they will contradiijb, 
gainfay, and boldly arraign infinite wifdom and 
truth at the fallacious and deceitful bar, of their 
own-ftiallow underftandings •, and their minds 
being blinded by his delufive fophiftry and cun- 
ning ; they are led on by the clue of their own 
dark reafoning, to look upon and treat the fcrip- 
tures of truth with the fame unlicenfed liberty, 
as they treat the writings of their fellow mortals. 
It fhould be remembered by us, that if the fcrip- 
tures are really the words, which God has caufed 
to be written in a book, to be received by his 
creatures, as a diredory for their faith and prac- 
tice -, that fo far as we pafs by, and negled them, 
fo far, we contemn, and flight the authority that 
impofed them, and the goodnefs that vouchfafed 

fuch 
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filch a lanthorn to bur feet, and i light for buf ' 
paths. Yea moreover, as this book contkiiaj'l 
many things, to be received by us, as matters df 
fea, upon the faithfulnefs and veracity of thie re- 
lator ; fo far as wfe diferedit, and doubt of the 
truth thereof^ fo far, we call the divine veracity 
in queftion, and make Gvd a liar. Befides, wheti^ 
wc depart from the word of God, and either at- ^ 
tend to, and prefer the fallible writings of men, 
or follow our own private judgment •, we aft no 
lefs imprudently than the man who going on i |- 
journey in an unknown country, refolves to travih^ 
by the light of a catidle^ rathet than the light of :' 
the flin. As fuch conduft, would not only refledl 
* on a man's foundnefs of mind, but alfo ekpofe his 
body to mahifold perils ; fo our (imilar conduft^ 
in refufing to take the word of God, to be our 
conftant companion, ihftruftor, and guide ; not S 
Only reflefts on thfe foundnefs of our judgment 5 !:' 
but expofes us to dangers of the moft awful kind. 
For as a man that walks in darknefs kUows not wbi- 
iter be goes -, fo wc, Without the word of God, 
are left to ftumble on the dark mountains of falfe. 
conception, and like the men of Sodom to weary y 
mrjMvis in a labyrinth of probabilities and coh- - 
jcftures, but can nevet find the door of delive- 
rance. 

But I muft ho longer detain you here, and 
my reafons for doing it fo long, are becaufe all 
our fermons on every fubjeftj (hould be buflt 
upon this foundation ; and // any man fpeak noi 
according to this rule^ then is no light in him. 

Having (hewn in the preceding part of this dif-'- 
courfe, that by fin came deaths on the firft man, 
and common parent of us all ^ I now^ as was 

pro- 
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propofed, proceed to prove, that all his pofteri- 
ty are guilty through this his tranfgreflion. - , 
, The firft argument I fhall make ufeof in eftablifli- 
ing this important point, on which, all the doc- 
trines of the gofpel have their dependance, fhall 
be that of Adam's being a public perfon, and 
^ding in a public capacity. And let us remem- 
ber in this conftitution, it does by no means be- 
come usy to call the divine procedure in queftion, 7 ^^'/ 
nor with too much liberty and uncontroulable I *^*'^ 
freedom, to enquire into it. It argues not the 
greateft loyalty in a fubjeft, to enquire too fcru- 
tmoufly into the affairs of his prince ; nor docs 
it befpeak the beft difpofltion in a fervant to pry 
inquifitively into his mailer's bufinefs ; much lefs 
does it become us poor worms to difpute, and 
call in queftion that almighty being y^ho givetb 
not account of any of his matters^ Job. xxxiii. 13. 
and whofe judgment and proceedings we are fure 
are agreeable to truth and equity. And if any • 
thing appears in the declarations of his word, or 
the difpofal of his providence, that feems not per- 
feftly agreeable to our notions, we Ihould not cry 
out againft God, thy ways are not equals left we 
fhould be filenced and confounded, in hearing Him 
declare, that our ways are unequal. 

That Adam is to be looked upon as a public^, 
^^ripn, and as the hatural head of his pofterity, 
ttanfafting many things in which they were e- 
qually concerned with himfelf; will appear from 
feveral things fpoken to, and concerning him ; 
which could by no means terminate in him. ift, 
"When God had created man, Ch. i. ver. 2j. he t 
blejfed theniy and fat d be fruitful and multiply ^ ^c^"^ 
yen 28thj it is prefumed, "the power of propa- 
C gation 
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gation wis communicated by virtue of this word j 

and I fuppofe it will not be denied, that his pof- 

. terity continue to propagate their Ipecies, not from 

I a repetition of the fame word to individuals, but 

y in confcquence of that fpokcn to Adam, as their 

? reprefentative. 2d. AndGodfaid, Behold I have 

' given unto you every herb^ i^c, toycu it Jhall be for 

meat ; now as this grant, or any thing like it, is 

not renewed to individuals ; by what right do we^ 

or any of our fellow-mortals take the herbsof the 

^1 field, &c. if not in confcquence of that grant to 

Adam, and his poftericy as confidered in him ? 

3d. When the -Almighty had formed a creature 

for his own glory, and planted a garden of plea- 

fure, for the happinefs of that creature •, he faw 

fomething yet wanting, according to his great 

idea, to compleat it's felicity •, which deficiency 

hefignified in thefe words. It is not good that 

man Jhould be alone^ 1 will make him an help meet 

for him \ accordingly it it faid, ver. 22d, that^ 

when the Lord God had formed the woman^ he brought 

her to the man. This is what one might call the 

J firft marriage, and is' evidently of divine inftitu- 

tion, Jehovah himfelf being prefcnter and prieft. 

And we have the beft authority to affirm, that 

this ordinance equally refpefted Adam and all his 

feed % for it follows, therefore fhall a man leave 

his father and his mother^ and Jhall cleave unto his 

wife and they fhall be one flefh ; which faying, as 

attefted by our blefled Saviour, has refpedk unto 

all men. Matt. xix. 5. 4th, I know no law 

extant in all the old teftament, which commands 

* a woman to be obedient to her hufband, except 

'^ what is recorded Gen. iii. 16. And thy defire 

Jhall be to thy hufband ; and he fhall rule over thee \ 

this 
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this is by the apoftle Paul called a law^ i Cor. ? 
xiv. 34, and by virtue thereof, The exhorts the; 
womati to fubjeftion. Now it is evident, all thefe*' 
things afFeft his poRerity, either as he is their na-j 
tural, or their federal head. ^^ 

Again, it is equally certain, that Adam is to 
be looked upon, as the reprefentative of his pof- 
terity in a covenant relation, or as their fosderal 
head ; and in this view ; whatever was made to 
Adam by promife, and became awardable by obe-,^^ 
dience, the condition of that promife ; would - 
-doubtlefs (the condition being performed) have 
devolved to his pofterity ; nor would any one have 
thought it injuftice, to have enjoyed the blefling. 
On the contrary, as Adam's difobedience has in- 
volved his pofterity under the curfe, the event 
cannot alter the juftice of the proceeding. Be- 
lides, as Adam reprefented his pofterity, as their 
natural head, and in that capacity had feveral 
grants and injunftions common to both •, it is rea- 
ionable, that whatfoever was granted by way of 
covenant, and was to be continued on condition 
of obedience, fhould alfo refped: both. Nor is ^ 
it any uncommon thing amongft men, bearing '. 
fuch relation^ natural, or foederal, as has been [ 
fpoken of; to be benefited, or injured, in con- j 
fequence of the conduft of thofe, to whom they j 
ftand related. 

That Chrift the fecond Adam reprefented his 
people in a foederal relation, will hardly be de- 
nied •, at leaft by thofe, who pay any regard to 
the holy fcriptures, feeing that both in the old 
and new teftament he is often fpoken of in this 
character. And as the oppofition between the**^ 
firft and fecond Adam is beautifully ftated, and 
C 2 judi- 
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judicioufly, and plainly treated by Paul in Rom; 
V. 15. &c. it follows that in the conception of 
him, who had been taught thefe grand truths in 
the third heaven -, what Jefus the fecond Adam 
was to the people whom he reprefented, that was 
the firft Adam, to the people whom he repre- 
fented, even all mankind. Hence it is, that in 
ver. 15th, if through the offence of Gfie^ even the 
firft Adam -, many be dead ; much more the grace of 
Godf which is by one man^ even Jefus Chrift, the 
fecond Adam, and the gift by grace y even life and 
immortality, hath abounded unto many. If^ Jefus 
u^ \ Chrift is thus appointed, and fet forth *in fcrip- 
wV \ ture, as the covenant head of his people ; and 
\ if they obtain life, and falvation for the fake of 
) his merits only •, (a truth, which in this place I 
\ Ihall take for granted,) then there can no impu- 
' I tation of injuftice lye againft the divine proce- 
I dure in rendering a reward due to the demerit of 
Adam, folely for his fin, to his pofterity. When 
Mofes the fervant of God had fummoned the peo- 
ple of Ifrael, to remind them of the manifold mer- 
cies they had been partakers of, and to fignify the 
Lord*s pleafure furthermore concerning them, he 
thus addreflfes the numerous aflembly ; " yc ftand 
*' this day all of you, before the Lord your God j 
*' your captains of your tribes, your elders, and 
*' your officers with all the men of Ifrael, your 
" little, ones and your wive^s, &c. that thou 
*' fliouldeft enter into a covenant with the Lord 
" thy God, and into his oath, which the Lord 
" thy God maketh with thee this day, &c. nei- 
" ther with you only do I make this covenant 
*' and this oath, but with him that ftandeth here 
** with us this day, before the Lord our God, 

'* and 



SERMON II. 37 

*' and alfo with him that is not here with us this 
*' day." Now when we fee the Lord entering in- 
to a covenant with Adam, where is the abfurdity 
of fuppofing him to fpeak in like terms, " Not 
" only with thte who art here to-day, but alfo 
^* with them that are not here with thee this day, 
^' do I make this covenant." 

If there be any of you that yet dare to inveigh 
and exclaim againft the juftnefsof this procedure ; 
I would anfwer fuch in- the words of an eminent 
divine and fervant of Jefus Chrift. " What mor- 
*' tal now can flatter himfelf, that placed in the 
*' fame circumftances with Adam he would have 
•' better confulted his own intereft ? Adam was 
^' neither without wifdom, nor holinefs, nor a 
^' defire after true happinefs, nor an averfion to 
*' the miferies denounced by God againft the fin- 
*' ner ; nor in fine, without any of thofe things, 
*' by which he might expcft to be upon his guard 
*' againft all fin : and yet he fufFered himfelf to 
*' be drawn afide by the craft of a flattering fe- 
^' ducer. And doft thou iniquitous cenfurer of 
*' the ways of the Lord, prefume thou wouldft have 
*' better ufed thy free-will ? Nay, on the contrary 
*• all thy aftions cry aloud, that thou approveft, 
" that thou art highly pleafed with, and always 
*' takeft example froni that deed of thy firft pa- 
** rent, about which thou fo unjuftly complaineft. 
** For when thou tranfgrefTeft the commands of 
** God, when thou fetteft lefs by the fupreme be- 
*' ing than by thy lufts, when thou preferreft 
*' earthly to heavenly things, prefent to future, 
*' when, by thine own choice, thou feekeft after 
** happinefs, but not that which is true ; and in- 
*' ftead of taking the right way, goeft into by- 
C 3 " paths; 
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" paths ; is not that the very lame as if thou didft 
" fo often cat of the forbidden tree ? Why then 
'* doft thou prefume to blame God for taking a 
*' compendious way, incluiiing all in one ; well 
" knowing, that the cafe of each in particular, 
" when put to the teft, would have proved the 
*' fame." mtftus. 

It feems when man's munificent creator had gi- 
ven him his being, and had exalted him to the 
dignity of lord of the lower world -, that he (the 
gre.at creator) confidered all the works of creation 
as conftituting the one great family, of which man 
was appointed the head \ and on whofe condudt 
depended their continuance in that fair and peace- 
ful ftate in which they were created, and which 
in the judgment and efteem of the great archited 
and oeconomift was very gocd. Therefore, when 
man the head of this family had offended, the 
^ whole became obnoxious through his offence ; 
•- not only the children that fh^ould be born of his 
body wereHiBjeJfedtothe curfe, but alfo the beafts 
of the field, and the very ground orT which he 
flood. This a,ppears fr'Sm 'Go'd^^mighty's fen- 
tcnce, in that awful day of trial, and his righte- 
ous procedure is not to be called in queftion. 
Unto the ferpent he faid^ becaufe thou haft done this, 
thou art cur fed above all cattle^ (Miccol) more than 
all ; if ^11 cattle were not curfed together with 
the ferpent, the comparative (Mem) might ap- 
pear to be without meaning in this place •, and it 
would have been fufgcient to have faid, thou arf 
curfed^ without refpedt to every beaji of the field, 
had thefe been exempted, quite exempted from 
the curie. So provoking and difpleafing to God 
\Yas this a<fl of man's difobedience, that for his 

fake 
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f4ke, the ground itfelf is curfed ; curfed is the 
ground for thy fake ^ thorns and thiflles it fhall bring 
forth to thee. So defiled was man by fin, that 
nothing pure, nothing undefiled could bear his 
touch ; but like the loathfome leper, his very gar- 
ments fpread the contagion, and the breath of 
his noftrils infefted the lower world. 

This curfe upon the whole creation, is, pro- 
bably what the great apoiUe has an eye. to, Rom. 
viii. 19, &c. the creature was made fubje5t to vanity 
not willingly ; the creature^ the whole frame of 
nature, efpecialiy this lower world, both lenfible 
and inanimate, as conftituting the one creation, 
or creature of the almighty's hand, was made 
fubjeli to vanity \ became mutable and mortal ; 
contrafted an impurity, being fullied and ftained 
in every part, loft that perfeftion of beauty fo 
pleafing to him that formed it, and became de- 
formed by the fm and difobedience of it's ap- 
pointed lord. • iV(?/ willingly^ the creature had no 
hand in Adam's tranfgreffion, was no coadjutor 
in his fin, yet for his fake, as being part of his^/ 
family, was ii5Bje(3ed to" the curfe by the judicial 
fentence of the righteous judge ; yet ftill defir- 
ing, and longing for it's firft and perfedt ftate, 
it is fubjeHed in hope^ waiting and expecting with 
groans ajid bitter travel^ the manifejiation of the 
fons of God. Awful fight ! Enough to fill our 
hearts with pity, and our faces with fliame and? 
blulhing; to fee birds and beafts, fiflies, and; 
creeping things -, together with all the inanimate:^ 
parts of the creation, fufFering for our fins, and: 
iubjed to vanity for our egregious folly and dif-| 
obedience. Man finned, the creature fuffers ; ycti 
man denies what the whole creation feels, and! 

with 
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5 with a mournful voice of ceafelefs lamentation 

i loudly declares. 

Seeing then that all the creation fuffered in con- 
fequence of Adam's fm, why fhould we attempt 
to exculpate the offender, or acquit his poftcrity 
from that guilt brought on the (otherwife) in- 
nocent creation through his difobedience ? Why 
ftiould the ground be curfed, the cattle, and 
beafts of the field, and the whole family of Adam 
be fubjeft to vanity, and his fons be exempt ? 
If we are bold enough to affirm it to be unjuft in 
God, to charge the guilt of Adam's fin upon 
his pofterity, and punifli as offenders in him, all 
that proceed from him ; what ftiall we fay of 
God's proceedings in this cafe ? Doubtlefs his ways 
are equal, and his judgment according to truth ; 
and our pronenefs to quarrel with his proceedings, 

, does but produce a ftronger argument of our 
'^* fallen and depraved condition. 

It is a fettled maxim, that every effedt is de- 
pendant upon, and owes its being to fome caufe, 
manifefl:, or latent j and we never fcruple to al- 
low the certain and neceffary exifl:ence of the one, 
when we cannot but acknowledge the being of 
the other. Now when we fee the creation fubjeft 
to vanity, mutation, and mortality; and man, 
that was made lord of the lower world, fubjeft to' 
forrow, fufferings and death ; we muft neceffarily 
infer, there is fome caufe, by which fuch lament- 
able effefts have been produced ; and if this 

♦ ftream be traced backward to it's fountain, we, 
*? fliall doubtlefs find it to be fin ; for one may ven- 
ture to affirm, had there been no fin, there would 
have been no fuffering, and guilt is as effential to 

. fin, as light and heat are to the fun. 

The 
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The fcripture account of the ftate of men and 
things after the fall, may be adduced as a farther 
confirmation of this awful and important truth. 
When Adam was created, a place of pleafure, a 
paradife, was prepared for ^his habitation ; and 
here he continued until fin procured his expulfion 
from thence; this was part of the punifhment 
inflided upon him for his difobedicnce, he was 
driven from the garden of God, which had been 
wont to yield it*s fruit in abundance for hi$ fup* 
port, to feek for food in the open uncultivated 
field, and to eat his bread in the fweai of his brow. 
Adam thus exiled from his God and King, began 
to propagate his race, for, he knew his wije^^ and 
Jhe conceived^ and bare Cain and his brother Abel ; 
thefe children were not born in paradife, nor had 
a place afligned them there, as Adam and Eve their 
parents had, when in their perfeft ftate ; but were 
banifhed from that blifsful habitation that fuited 
a ftate of innocence, together with their offending 
parents. From this we may obferve, firft, had 
they been innocent, and not confidered as guilty 
through the offence of their parents, it is by no 
means probable they would have been expofed to * 
that toil and labour, which was the effeft of theirT 
parent's tranfgrefTion ; but the effeft is evident, 
therefore the caufe cannot with a good countenance 
be denied. 2d. Another reafon why Adam was 
driven from the garden, was, left he Jhould put 
forth his handy and take of the tree of life^ and eat 
and live for ever. We do not find that Adam be- 
fore he finned was prohibited the fruit of this life- 
giving tree, for of every tree in the garden thou, 
mayeft freely eat^ that one excepted ; and why 
ftiould not his pofterity be as highly favoured, if 

as 
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as holy, and free from all imputation of guilt 
as Adam was ? But it appears that all kind of 
fufferings that Adam brought upon himlelf by his 
/ fin, the like fufFerings all his pofterity are fub- 
r jefted to, and as the fame effefts muft be the pro- 
duce of one and the fame caufe, fo the fufFerings 
of Adam's fons, owe their exiftence to that one 
caufe, Adam's fin. 

Mofes the man of God tells us, that Adam after 
his. fall hgat a fon in bis own likenefs -, it would be 
a rcfleftion on the great hift:orian not to be ad- 
mitted, to fuppofe him intending to inform us by 
this declaration, what none of his readers could 
doubt of ; namely, that a man begat a man^ fee- 
ing this was no other than the natural efFcft of 
the divine infl:itution and injunction, be fruitful 
^nd multiply. He had informed us chap. i. vcr. 
27. that God created man in his ovm image^ that is, 
he further adds, in the image of Godj this image 
of God in which Adam was created, was three- 
fold, I . In his nature and conftitution ; his body 
was formed of the duft of the ground, and could 
be faid to be in the image of God no otherwife, 
than as the creator of all things was pleafed to 
^ mould it after the image of his great idea, and 
'^ in the forip in which he liked to manifefl: himlelf 
' when he would aflum.e the human nature ; but his 
foul was fpiritual in it's nature and after the image 
of God, for God is a fpirit ; his foul was immor- 
tal, therefore in the image of him who only hath 
immortality, as in the fource and fountain thereof. 
2. He bore the image of God, in the authority 
given him over the creatures of this lower world, 
let them faid God, have dominion^ ^c. fo that as 
God rules the armies of the flvy, and al] the hiPfts 

of 
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of heaven •, man (hould refemble him, being his 
vice-roy, and rule the inferior creatures of the 
earth. 3d. Man was made in God's image of 
purity and reftitude -, righteoufnefs and holinefs 
are faid by the apoftle to be the image of God, 
Eph. iv, 24. and this imagr^ fair and fpotlefs, was 
imprefled upon the foul of man in his firft crea- 
tion, and anfwered to the divine original, as the 
impreflion on the wax, anfwers to the feal that 
imprefled it. This is the fair and amiable pifture, 
fo exaftly correfponding to the idea of the great 
drafts-man, that when having drawn it he approv- 
ed it, and faid, all is very good ; but fin defaced, 
and deformed this glorious iir^age, ^n Adam, and 
all his feed. 

For Adam, as a fallen creature, began to pro-{ 
pagate his race, and begat a fon in his own likenefs^ 
or rather, hegat in his own likenefs^ all that he did 
beget both fons and daughters ; for fon is not in 
the original ; all his offspring he begat like him- 
felf, and after his own image, exiles from God, \ 
and fubjed: to mortality, forrow and fuffering. \ 
The glorious image of reftitude and holinefs was 
gone ; integrity and innocence were intirely loft in 
the parent, and it was impoffible he could convey 
;o others, what he had loft the poiTeffion of in 
himfelf. His image therefore, which his pofterity • 
partake of, is a frail and feeble body, fubject to** 
pain, ficknefs, and manifold difeafes, and laftly 
death itfelf. A foul deftitute of God's fpirit, of 
^iivine and fpiritual light, life and comfort; averfe 
to every good, proud and felf-dependant, and 
prone to all manner of evil. Now as a creature 
fp far fallen from the image of the blefied God, 
and fo much aflimilated to that fpirit of darknefs 

the 
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the deviL can by no means be the objeft of the 
divine complacency ; wretchednefs and difquietude 
mufts needs be it's portion, fo long as fuch ftate of 
alienation continues. Hence it is written, fbere 
is no peace faith my God to the wicked ; for he is; 
phafed by the terrors of his own confcience, and 
fieeih when no man furfuetb ; and as an union with 
the Lord, and the comforts flowing therefrom, 
gives light and gladnefs to the heart ; fo a depri- 
vation of thefe, expofes the foul to that tribula- 
tion and anguilh, the offending parent of a ruined 
pofterity felt, when he fled from the prefence of 
his maker, and attempted to hide himfelf arnidft 
the thickeft trees of the garden. Moreover, as 
Adam's confeflion of his nakednefs, was a plead- 
ing guilty before his judge ; fo our want of that 
glorious image firft: impreffed on the human nature^ 
and thofe tranfcendent robes of light and glory, 
with which it was adorned, befpeaks tranfgrefllon, 
and declares us guilty. If our great Lord fhould 
in the rigor of his juftice, and without refpedl to 
our Saviour, and furety, call us to account, as 
we firft come into the world, for the talents com- 
mitted to us in our common parent; none of us 
could fay fo much in our own behalf, as did thc. 
man in the gofpel, lo^ here is thine own^ for we 
have nothing to prefent, of what God firft beftow- 
ed, nor can we in juftice expeft to meet with 
better treatment than he ; for juftice would be 
glorified, in the eternal damnation of all that 
Ipringfrom the loins of Adam; and the falvatioii 
of any, muft be afcribed to free and fovereign 
grace, everlafting love, and boundlefs mercy, flow- 
ing through the righteouTnefs'of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. 

We 
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We have no reafon to fuppofe, thofe eminent 
taints whom the Holy Ghoft employed as fcribes, 
in penning the facred fcriptures, conceived any 
other of their natural ftatc, even from their in^j 
fancy,;^than a ftate of guiltinefs and obnoxiouf- ^ 
^efs to wrath ; feeing many of their expreflSons 
both general and particular, clearly indicate fuch 
conceptions. Job, in the extremity of his fuf- 
ferings, confeffed to God the feeblenefs of his 
body, and the defilement of his foul, and acknow- 
ledged that the fountain was fo exceedingly cor- 
rupt and poifoned, that nothing pure and un- 
tainted could poflibly proceed from it, for, who 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? faith he, 
Not one. Nor did his friends however different 
from him in their fentiments in other refpefts, 
-diflent from his judgment in this ; for Bildad the 
Shuhite, fuppofing Job to be felf-righteous, and 
forgetful of the rock from whence he was hewn^ 
afks him in the prefence of his friends, and with ^ 
him, all that fhould hear the awful interrogation, 
bow can he be clean that is born of a woman ? The 
fweet finger of Ifrael taught by the fame fpirit, . 
harmonized in the fame fentiments, and when ■ 
fpeaking of others, fays, the wicked are eftranged . 
from the wombj as foon as they be born fpeaking lies ; ■ 
and of himfeif, behold^ I was fhapen in iniquity^ '^ 
and in Jin did my mother conceive me. 

Thefe, with many other paflages expreflive of 
the like fentiment in holy writ, may ferve to ill. 
form us what their judgment was concerning the 
human nature, who were moft high in the favour 
of heaven -, and it would be abfurd to fuppofe, 
that while they declared this to be the ftate of 
fallen man, they fhould at the fame time conceive 

him 
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bim to be anf other thsn a gi:!lrv' crcatnne, ind 
■% obooxiaus to that ^rc:b ^hich /j dic'are^ frmd 
beavem^ again fall nnfcdize/j ani kvr:itifsx/mffs §f 
foen. If wc deny ountlvcs to be g^iiry creatures 
through th-r imp'jrat'.cn of Acini's rrsnigjeffion, 
or the guilt thereof; and a corrupt and iinfiil na- 
ture derived from him ; we fftall nnd no little dif- 
ficulty in clearing bieffed Paul, of what few would 
care to charge inlpiration with, viz. unintelligible- 
nefs and inconfiftency. Lph. ii. x. He here in- 
cludes himfcif, with all his brethren the Jews^ 
and much more the Gentiles, who had lived atheifts 
in the world, and fay£> amGng 'tcbom^ even the 
children of difobedience, fpoken of in the pre- 
ceding verfe, we all bad cur convcrfation in times 
fafty in the lufts cf our fiejh^ fulfilling the defires of 
the fleflji and of the mind ; and were by naSure^ 
; [phufifi] by generation, or birth, children of wrath; 
]even as others. But what can Paul mean by chil- 
( dren of wrath, otherwife than creatures obnoxious 
to the divine indignation, and deferving of ever- 
lading mifcry ? And from whence could this de- 
lert come, if we were innocent ? Where punifh- 
•^ mcnt is confidered, as the demerit of guilt-, a 
creature liable to the former, is fuppofed charge^ 
able with the latter. 

It has been already proved in our foregoing dif* 
courfe, that death, &c. is the effcft of fin ; and 
if we would allow the fcriptures to fpeak con- 
filifently, or the writers thereof intelligibly, wc 
muft acknowledge this truths to be eftablifhed^ 
by the concurrent teftimony, of the different parts 
of thcfe writings. One might venture to reft the 
Avhole weight of the argument on this fingle po- 
fuion i there is no ftffering but in confequence of Jin % 

and 
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and as none of the human race is exempt from > 
fuffering, deduce the undeniable confequence, that*?^ 
none is exempt from fin. Nor is this alien, either 
to the language, or fentiment of fcripture, as 
appears from the apoftle Paul •, by one man^ Jin 
entered into the worlds and death byjin^ and fo 
death pajfed upon all men {pantajs anthropous^) all, 
of either feXj and every age^ therefore littlechil- 
dren, infants ; and why ? What have thefe done ? U 
Thefe finned in the loins of Adam, as much a^-; 
Levi payed tithes in the loins of Abraham, there- i/ 
fore death pafled upon them, for that they have\\ 

Jinned. Rom. v. 12. For unt ill the law ^ untillt 
the law of God was publifhed in Mount Sinai, by 
Mofes the man of God, in the audience- of all the 
tribes of Ifrael, fin was in the worlds made it's 
entrance by one man, the offence of Adam, and 
extended its conqueft to all his pofterity. And death 
treating it's throne and empire, on the conqueft of 
it's parent fin, reigned from Adam to Mofes, by 
virtue of the covenant made in the garden of 
Eden, and as the penalty with which the viola- 
tion of it had been threatened, even over them that 
had not finned after the fimilitude of Adam's tranf- 
grejfion, all children that had died in their'infancy^ 
for more, than two thoufand years. Nor is 
there the leafl appearance of any other caufe or 
reafon fuggefted by this writer in' this whole paf- 
fagej why thefe infant-fufterers were punifhed 
with death, but that of fin ; for by one man'^s J|Q ^ 
obedience, they were made, ( kalejlathefan^ sosiHiyf 
tut£d, Jinners, and ttjerefore they fuffered. I fliall 

^clofc this head with the following obfervations, 
I ft, If we have loft nothing by the fall of Adam, 
as fay the Socinians ; then it is not to be ekpefted 

we 
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we (hould gain any thing by Chrift •, between whom 
and Adam there is a clear and beautiful contrail; 
in many parts of the new teftament. If our blef- 
fed Saviour came into the world for no other end, 
and with no other defign, but to leave us an ex- 
ample ; then, as an example of any kind, fet be- 
fore our eyes, is more forcible, and influential, 
than a bare narration of what has been tranfaftr 
ed for this purpofe : they who were eye-witnefTefs 
of the holy life, and pious death of Jefus Chrift, 
had an advantage far fuperior to us, who have 
only heard of luch a perfon after many ages ; and 
we, to thofe who lived before the coming of 
Chrift, and had no exarhple at all. No fooner 
had Adam finned, than his foul was eftranged 
from God, and he became fubjedt to all the evil 
effedts of fin •, and as children were born to him 
in this depraved condition, all will allow they 
would be apt to imitate him ; therefore it might 
fecm that an example was neceffary from that ear- 
ly age, feeing Adam himfelf had erred in the way 
to glory, there was little reafon to expedt he. 
would direft his fens aright. The necefllty of 
regeneration, is urged by our Saviour in thofe 
ftrong and forcible words, except a man be born 
again^ he cannot fee the kingdom of Gody and the 
fpiritual nature of it is touched upon by his apof- 
tle Paul in that exhortation, be renewed in the fpi- 
, rit of your mind ; but if we are not fallen crea- 
';/ tures, whofe nature is impure and defiled, and 
whofe fouls are incapable of an union with God, 
the fountain of our happinefs ; regeneration muft 
either be an unmeaning phrafe, or it's meaning 
muft be fought for elfewhere than in the words of 
Chrift and his apottles concerning it. 

Pre^ 
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Prefuming this propofitix)n is fuMciently dear, 
tb all -v^ho have their minds open to conviftion, 
I proceed to the laft thing propoftd, which was 
to prove, that there is no falvation or deliverance 
from death, but by Chrift. This is a truth, I 
fuppofe, will fcarce be doubted, if the preced- 
ing particular be admitted ; for this lays aild 
leaves the whole world under condemnation, this 
brings in the whole world guilty before God ; and 
if all had 'been left to fink into the nethermoft 
hell, beneath the indignant frown of ofFendecT 
xnajefty, it had been an aft of unqueftionable, 
and inviolable juftice; while on the contrary, if any 
are preferved from going down into the pit •, if any 
are faved from eternal ruin, it is an a6t of free, fo- 
vereign and boundlefs graice and mercy. We fhall 
the more readily and joyfully admit this precious 
truth, falvation by Chrift^ when we are made truly 
fenfible that it is not in our own power. But 
who fliall perfuade us of this ? Who will difco- 
ver to us this dangerous dileafe ? Who will be- 
lieve this report ? Surely none but they to whom 
the arm of the Lord is revealed ; none but fuch / 
as zrcxonvinced of Jin, by the fpirit of God. "^^ 

I am about, therefore, to explain and lay open 
this important truth before you, but it is in pur- 
fuance to thofe words, preach the gofpel to every 
creature^ and by die divine bleffing upon my lame 
and feeble arguments, that I hope to fucceed. 

Are we then guilty and obnoxious creatures ? 
Do we ftand chargeable with- fin original and 
aftual ? What can we do to merit favour ? Sup- 
pofe we were willing to be reconciled to God, which 
none ever will *till made fo in the day of God^s 
$ower i for, the carnal mind is enmity againfl God ; 
D which 
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which way fhall we fet about it ? How fbidti&fi^ 
come before the Lord^ and bow our/elves before tfiSH-' 
mofi bi}[b God ? There is^no law given which cair 
* give life, but adminifters condemnation to every 
* offender, and thunders out the moft dreadful 
anathemcos againft every finner. If a man is con- 
vifted of murder, or any other capital crime, he 
knows the law can yield him no relief, to juftify 
or acquit him, for it is the law that condemns 
him. Our blefled Saviour faid to the Jews, / 
(ondemn ye not^ there is one that condemnetb yoUf 
even Mofes in whom ye truft^ that is, the law given 
by Mofes -, and this people faith Paul attained 
not unto righteoufnefs^ that righteoufnefs which 
would recommend them toGod, becaufe thtf fougbi 
it by the works of the law^ 

If it was faid of the law of the Medes and Per- 
lians, that they were unalterable, how much more 
muft we not conceive this of the law of God, which 
is founded on his unchangeable nature ; and if 
Daniel when having violated the royal decree wa^^. 
doomed to fuffer according to this law, notwith^ 
itanding, the king fet his heart to deliver him^ 
how much more when finful creatures have rebell- 
ed againft the king of heaven, and violated 
his mod holy law, Ihall they not fall under the 
feverity of it's fentence to their eternal condem- 
nation. 

It would be abfurd to fuppofe, that a perfon 
as abovementioned, convifted of murder, &c. un- 
der a law that fentenced every fuch offender to 
death, without any mitigation of the penalty; 
fhould be able to fatisfy that law, by any othet^ 
means ; fo we as capital offenders againft GodV 
are fentenced to death by a law that can make no 

pof- 
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pofliblcabatement ; nor acquit the offender, withoul 
fuflferipg the penalty due to the offence. Should 
the finner, deprived of the light and comforts of 
God's fpirit, be forever banifhedfrom his blifsful 
prefence^ arid fliut up in the dark and difmal re- 
gions of the bottomlefs pit -, he would fuffer no 
more than what the law he had violated fefttenced 
him to; and as it is impoffible that he could for 
ever lie in hell, Istnd yet be faved ; fo it is equally 
impoffible, that a guilty finner, obnoxious to eter- 
nal death by the righteous fentence of the law^ 
fliould do any thing to procure, or merit his own fal- 
vation. Ir^ ihort, our cafe and condition is this, we 
are guilty creatiares,a!id no kind of puniftment, how 
everexqtiifite ; no durationof that punifhment how- 
ever long, can make usotherwife; for as eternity 
knows no boundj and infinity has nolimitationsj fo 
that holy and inflexible law, which condemns the of- 
fender to eternal fufferings,can never fayit is enoughs 
Again, could it befuppofed, (which is abfurd,) 
yet I fay, could it be fuppofed, that a finner vv as 
juftly exempt from fuffering, as the defert of fin ; 
and that he ftood on a like footing with Adam^ 
in refpeift to a covenant do (or do not) and live^ 
(which I mufl again obferve is abfurd to fuppofe, 
for the fcripture knows of no covenant exifting 
fince Adam finned in paradife, but the covenant 
of grace) yet one might venture to affirm, that 
on fuch conditidn no flefli would be faved. Thefe 
following reafons Will make it plain. Adam had 
many advantages of ftanding ih his perfedl ftate^ 
and of obeying the law of God, whch we have 
not^ for flril. He had a perfed nature, all the 
powers and faculties of his foul, and all the mem- 
bers and organs of his body, like a curious and 
D a well 
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well wrought machine, when firft coming fronl 
the hands of the artlft ; were in perfeft regulari- 
ty, and fubfetved each other in pleafing harmony, 
and iweet concord. This is alluded to in thofe 
fcripture pafiages, wherein the perfeftion of that 
nature is begun to be reftored by the power of 
renovating grace ; // any man be in Chrift he is a 
new creature^ put on the new man which after God 
is created in right eoufnefs and true bolinefs^ the fruit 
of the fpirit is in all goodnefs and truth. 2. Cor. v. 
17. Fph. iv. 24. &c. But with us it is the very 
reverfe, the oeconomical ftate of our fouls and 
bodies, is fomewhat like the anarchical ftate of 
Ifrael, when every man did that which was right 
in his own eyes ; our paffions are ftifF and unruly, 
the underftanding dark, the"«;/7/obftinate^ and the 
affeStions vitiated. The ftreams of corruption 
wliich proceed from the depraved and corrupt 
nature, and flow with greater, or lefs rapidity from 
every unrenewed heart are awfully defcribed by the 
great apoftle in thefe words, the works of thefiefb 
are theje^ adultery^ fornication^ uncleannefs^ lafci- 
vioufnefs^ idolatry^ witchcraft^ hatred^ variance^ 
emulations^ wrath^ ftrife^ /editions^ herefieSy envy- 
ingSy murders^ drunkennefs^ revellings^ andfucb like-, 
on which defcnption, it will be fufficient to ob- 
ferve, that the fruit makes fully manifeft the qua- 
lity of the tree. 2d. Adam lived under the 
fmiles of his maker •, the light of whofe counte- 
nance fills the heart with gladnefs, and animates 
the foul to chearful obedience -, but we arc eftrang^ 
ed from the womb, the intervening clouds of Im, 
have hid from us the light of his blefled counte- 
nance, and left us to droop under the moft dc* 
fponding difcouragemenis j the law, with unabat- 
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in<y rigor as the egyptian talk-mafters, exafts the 
full tale of perfeft obedience, yet gives us no 
ttrength to perform it ; this is alluded to Rom. 
viii. 3. what the law could not do^ namely, give 
life and falvation, in that it was weak through the 
flefh^ through the imperfeftion, and impotency of 
nature ; that did Jefus Chrift by the facrifice of 
himfelf. 3d. When Adam firft came from the 
hands of God, he naturally loved God, this was 
the law of his nature written and engraven on his 
heart; but we, conceived in fin, and fhapen in 
iniquity, have an enmity againft God ; and if 
not in words, yet in oqr ways and actions fay 
with the haughty prince^ who is the Lord^ that I 
Jhould obey his voice. Now as the fubftance of 
that law, by which we could have any claim ta 
falvation, confifts in love^ to God, with all the 
foul, mind, and ftrcngth, the talk is equally 
eafyfor us, to change our nature, as fulfill this 
righteous law. 4th, When Adam was placed in 
the garden of Eden, although he had a fecret 
enemy, that was contriving, his ruin -, yet was he 
exempt from that innumerable multitude of fnares 
and temptations, that his pofterity have to cope 
with. He had none of thofe deadly ftruggles, 
with a hard and unbelieving heart, foolifti and 
hurtful defires, which often make the chriftian 
hero groan, and greatly agonize for viftory -, and 
before which, the unrenewed by grace are impe- 
tuoufly driven as before a fwell of mighty waters. 
In our lapfed condition, we are each considered apart 
as a leaky veffel at fea in a ftorm, whofe afiright- 
ed mariners are every moment expefting to fink 
like lead into the bottom of the raging deep ; 
.but when confidered, asinfocicty, our condition 
D 3 is. 
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is much more dangerous, by the additional dan- 
ger of being dafhed to pieces one againft another. 
5th, The fame law that was given to Adam in 
his p'erfeft ftate, and on which the foederal law 
was founded 5 continues to us, as extenfivc in 
it's demands, as rigorous in it's exaftions, and 
as inflexible in it's nature^ under all our weak- 
nelfes, wants, and difficulties, as it was to him 
when fraught with every qualification adequate to 
the extenfive precept. 

And is it poflible we ftiould yet imagine that 
we can do fomething to deferve the divine fa- 
vour ? Can we yet think to build a Babel whofe 
top fhall reach to heaven ? No, we are empty 
pitchers ; we are enfeebled treatures ; yea we are 
guiky hell-deferving creatures. May we have an 
ear open to inftruftion, and an heart made wife to un- 
derftand, what the evangelical prophet would have 
us learn in thofe words ; wherefore do ye fpend money 
for that which is not breads and your labour for that 
which faiisfieth not ? He here, would call our at- 
tention from the broken cifterns of creature-com- 
fort, to the full and overflowing fountain of un- 
created goodnefs -, and from liftening to the dc- 
lufive overtures of flefli and blood, to lend' our 
willing ears to the infallible teachings of his blef*^ 
fed fpirit. 

Seeing therefore, that falvation is not attainable, 
no nor even damnation avoidable, by our own 
works, what abundant reafon have we to blefs 
God for Jefus Chrift our redeemer, furetjlJ^' and 
Saviour ! What hopes could our guilty pareiits 
entertain, when arraigned at God's impartial bar, 
that the fentcnce fhould not be executed in it's* 
utmoii feverity I How unexpefled therefot^e muft 
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that mercy be, that was manifefted in the ferpent's 
curfe, and how full of confolation, the promife 
couched in the deceiver's doom ! /V, (hu^) be the^ 
redeemer of his people from the curfe and death 
their fin deferved ; the everlafting Son of the Fa- 
ther, the firft and laft, Jehovah^ h\^?itA{ox ^^tx x, 
in the fullnefs of time fhall lay afide his glory, 
and affuming the human nature Ihall be born, the 
feed of the woman, whom thou haft feduced, 
and fhall bruife thy head^ ihall deliver his lambs 
from thy voracious jaws, defpoil thee of the power 
thou art permitted to poflefs, and drag thee con- 
quered at his chariot wheels. 

But it is now time for me to draw towards a 
conclufion, left I ftiould intrude too much upon 
your time, and weary out your patience. Are 
we then by nature children of wrath^ g^^ilty and 
obnoxious finners ? Let us then as fuch, humble 
9urfclves under the mighty hand of our juftly of- 
fended marker. Let us take to ourfelves the fhame 
that our fins have deferved, and let us give to 
the juftice of God, the glory that is due in punifti- 
ing the offender •, and to his mercy and grace, 
the glory that is due in juftifying, andfaving the 
guilty. 

The confcquence of this do6lrine is, that our 
faivation is left wholly in the hands of God, and 
none can be faved if this dodrine be true, but^ / 
they muft owe their faivation intirely to him,""'" 
And" who needs be alhamed of this confequence ? 
;;(^ood old Jacob was not, when he faid, / have 
puaii^d for thy faivation^ O Lord^ emphatically 
tbini 5 nor was the king of Ifrael when in like 
words, he faid, / have longed for thy faivation. I^or 
^hc pQwqr to lave poor hell deferving finners, is 
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with God, falvation belongs unto the Lord. It i^ 
needlefs that I fhould particularize and point out 
this or that perfon afcribing the falvation of 
finners unto God, feeing all the faints, the holy 
men, both under the old and new teftament dif- 
penfation with one voice give God the glory of 
their falvation. And indeed if it were not thus, 
their fong would be very different from that new' 
fong which is fung above •, for there the whole 
linultitude of the redeemed, whom John faw 

{landing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
*' being clothed with white robes, and palms in 
'' their hands, they cried with a loud voice, fay- 
^' ing, falvation to our God which fitteth upon 
*' the throne, and unto the Lamb." Rev. vii, 
9. 10. 

It is not at all ftrange, that a doftrine which 
lays the ax to the very root of man*s pride, fhould 
be fo much oppofed and rejefted •, for we make 
it evident that we are no degenerate plants, but 
the real offspring of him, who afpiring to be as 
God, thereby funk beneath the dignity conferred 
upon him as man ; feeing we are naturally adtu- 
ted by the fame fpirit, and are in a way little 
different, doing the fame thing. But this do6lrine 
leaves us wholly at the mercy of God to fave us, 
or damn us •, according to this no man has aught 
to glory in but the Lord alone, and his free grace ; 
all boafting is excluded^ and every faint in glory 
has been, and will be faved, as an helplefs fmnen 

Methinks upon the whole, fome of you are ready 
to fay e'er this, why this man is fo far from being a 
mefTenger of peace unto us, that we hear of nothing 
buc a dreadful and eternal war •, fo far from bring- 
ing us glad tidings, that he has arretted us in- 
dividually 
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dividually as malefactors, arraigned and fentcnccd 
VIS to everlafting mifery ; for he infifts upon our 
being guilty, and allows us no way of exculpating 
or acquitting ourfelves. I anfwer, the remark is 
juft, we all are guilty finners, nor is it poflible 
to acquit t)urfelves; yet thanks be to God there 
is a Saviour, a perfeft, not a partial Saviour ; a 
Saviour not compounding with finners, but cdm- 
plcating the whole of their falvation by his own 
perfeft works.- Let 'me therefore in ^ few word^ 
commend this Saviour unto you. 

Ye are guilty creatures^ and obnoxious to ctcr-- 
nal fufFerings ; are ye fenfible of this ? Is this 
the poifoned arrow that drinks up all your (pi- 
nts, and drowns all your delights ? Then Jet , 
me addrefs you in the words of the baptift, ^^-|j 
bold the Lamb of God \ ye are obnoxious, but Je- 
fus has undertaken for you the whole of your de- 
liverance and falvation. David befoijeht him 
faying, be furety for thy fervant. Pf. cxix. 122. 
The Lord faid, / have laid help upon one that is 
mighty. Pf. Ixxxix. 19. Your fins hiitve expofed 
you to everlafting forrows, but Jefus the eternal 
Son of the Father, carried our forrows^ and bare 
our fins ^ in his own body on the tree. He engaged his 
heart to come near to the Lord, Jer. xxx. 21. 
as the high-prieft of his people* by his own moft 
precious and invaluable blood ; and in that exalt- 
ed chara6ter he is now feated at the right hand of 
the piajefty on high, and is a Saviour to the utter- 
moft for all that come to God by him^ feeing he ever 
liveth to make intercejjion* ' 

Ye confcious finners, let the fountain of your 
tears be dried up, fince there is a fountain of 
mercy, grace, and everlafting love, opened to 

you 
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you in the fide of a glorious Redeemer ; bring 
your ulcerous fouls, your corrupt and depraved 
hearts ; here is the balm of Gilead ; the bloody 
balm of a fnffering Saviour, which tried, was ne- 
ver yet found ineffeftual. Ye need not imitate 
your parents in the garden, and attempt to co- 
ver your nakednefs with leaves. Lo, here is a 
compleat garment, the righteoufnefs of the ador- 
able Jefus ; cloathed with tbis^ ye fhall ftand with 
great boldnefs in the prefence of thofe that ac- 
cufed you ; ornamented with this ye fhall ftand, 
not like Jofeph before a Pharaoh, or Daniel when 
arayed in royal robes ; but ye fhall ftand in the 
prefence of Jehovah -, abfolved from fin, purged 
from impurity, and cloathed in blood-bought 
linen, ye fhall fit dor\yn at thp marriage fupper of 
the Lamb* 
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I P E T E R, ii. 24. 

JVho his own felf bare our SinSj in his 
own Body on the Tree. 

TH E principal fcope of this large letter 
to the churches, appears to have been, 
adefire to eftablifh them In thofe truths 
concerning Jefus Chrift, which had already been 
preached unto them, and thro' the reception of 
which, by that faith which is the operation of Qod^ 
they were now In the poffeflion of a lively hope 
of a more glorious inheritance to be poflefled 
hereafter. Arid to animate and encourage them 
under the various trials and affliftions, that would 
neceflarily be the refult of turning their backs on 
the evil cuftoms of the world, and forfaking the 
paths of immoral and ungodly men 5 and of fol- 
lowing Jefus the defpifed Nazarene in felf-denied 
obedience, in the regeneration. In order to this, 
he reminds them of the everlafting love of God, 
in eleSling them to glory according to his foreknow- 
ledge^ Ch. i. I. 2. of the abundant mercy of God 
ki begetting tbem again to a lively hope ; of the 

in- 
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ineSdmdble price with which they were redeemed, 
andihc incorruptible word by which they were be- 
gotten to newnefs of life. The 2d Chap, is in- 
troduced with a warm and pathetic exhortation to 
brotherly love, and chriftian afFedion, which 
fliould firft evidence itfelf in puttingaway or laying 
apart all malice^ and every temper and difpofition, 
contrary to that love, which was now to be their 
diftinguilhing charafter ; and by the abounding 
pf which, all men might know them to be the 
. difciples of the Lord Jefus. He alfo inculcates 
the moft exalted morality, (as flowing from the 
moft excellent fource, and ftimulatfed by motives 
the moft powerful and perfualive,) it\a confcien- 
tious difcharge of every relative duty, and the 
moft fervent piety, in a patient acquiefcence in d\\ 
fufferings, and a chearful refignation to all afflic- 
tions ; which faith he, " ye ought the rather to 
*' do, becaufe it is thank-worthy if a man for 
" confcience towards God, endure grief, fuffer- 
*' ing wrongfully," and " if ye then take it pa- 
*' tiently it is acceptable, grateful with God. 
*' Moreover, hereunto were ye called and have 
V the moft exalted pattern for patient fuflfering 
*^ ict before you ; for Chrift alfo fufi^ered for us, 
*' kaving us an example that we fhould follow 
*' his fteps." And the apoftle here having had 
occafion to mention Chrift, immediately lays down 
his fubjedl,. and digreffes from the line of his ex- 
hortation, that he might at once indulge himfelf, 
and edify thechyrch, by a fliort but plenary def- 
cription of that great facrifice, the body of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, '' who without fpot prefented 
" himfelf to God." Of whom in the words of 
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the text, it is laid, " Who his own felf bare our 
** fins, in his own body on the tree/' 

Left any fliould imagine that Chfift's bearingf 
our fins, was to be underftood in a typical, or 
metaphorical fcnfe ; the language of the Holy 
Ghoft is, him/elf^ (autos) emphatically himfelf,^' 
and not another. . Sacrifical expiations had been 
long in ufe, for, " without ihedding of bkxxl 
" there was no remiffion." Hcb. ix. 22* " but 
*' the law which was only a ftiadow of good thii^s 
'*^ to come, and not the very image of the things 
*' can never with thofe facrifices which they offer-' 
" ed year by year continually make the comers 
" thereunto perfcft. Heb. x. i. But now the 
Lord had prepared himfelf a facrlfice. Zeph. u 
7. 'this Jefus was the " Lamb of God that. 
" taketh away the fin of the world.'* " Bore 
** our fins," lifted them up to the crofs in order to 
expiate them by the fliedding of his blood, agree- 
able to, If. liii. 4. " he bore our griefs, andcar- 
'' ried our forrows.'* To which may be referred, 
John i. 29. " Behold the Lamb of God which 
" taketh away the fin of the world/' If it be 
enquired how Chrift bore our fins ? We anfwer, 
not? by becoming perfonally a finner, ^' for in 
*' him there was no fin, neither was guile found 
in his mouth ;** for an high-prieft became us who 
was feparated from finners ; therefore that holy 
thing, {hagion) which was born of Mary, was 
emphatically called, the Son of God. But fccond- 
ly. He bore our fins by iniputation, 2 Cor. v/ ^ 
21. "He hath made hlrn to'Ve fin for us, who 
•* knew no fin," compared with If. liii. 4. " He 
** hath born our griefs, and carried our forrows,** 
ven 6. the Lord bath Imd^ hath caufcd to meet 

in 
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in him, as fo many lines drawn from the " peri-- 
phcry of a circle which coincide at the centre, fa 
the fins of all his people in every age and place 
arc laid on Um their furety. Without controvcr-* 
fy great is this myftery of godlinefs, " in him 
" was no fin,'* yet as a finner he fufiered and 
that forjins^ tbejujifor the unjuji^ ibai be might 
hrinjn us ic God. i Pet. iii. i8. Jf it fliould be 
furdicr enquired whofe fins he bore ? A full and 
fufiicient anfwer may be given by adverting to 
Ch. i. ver. i. 2. '' To the eleft ftrangers fcat- 
" tered abroad.*' To imagine the prpnoun our 
extended to, and comprehending individuals, and 
yet deny the confequcnce, univerfal, falvation, is 
groQy abfurd ; inalmuch as the price paid wa^sT 
great beyond conception, and the purchafed pof- 
feflion fecured by divine veracity ; for, ♦' all that 
*' the Father hath given me fliall come to me.'* 
John vi. 37. " And they ftiall never perifh, nei- 
*' ther fliall any pluck them out of my hand, my 
*' father which gave them me, is greater than 
" all,' and none is able to pluck them out of 
" my father's hand.** John x. 28, 29. He iare 
our fins^ not as a namelefs author on. this fubjedt 
affirms, with an uncommon degree of boldnefs :* 
That Chrift*s bearing our fins in his own body 
on the tree, cannot clearly and confidently be un- 
derftood of any other than his leaving us an ex- 
. ample that we fliould follow his fl:eps, and to 
^ confirm the! truth of this mbnftrous hypothefis we 
have his ftrong tpfe,^ixif^ over and over again, 
without one (cripture proof to fupport his afler- 

tion 



* Sec a traft, fntitlcJ, " Chrlft's Sufferings exemplary, or the interpre- 
pretation of St. Peter's Account of Chrift's bearing our Sins in his own body 
on the tree. Printed at Loridsn^ 176^. 
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liotiv*, or the leaft regard had tathe divine oracles. 
But bleffed be God we have a inor6 fure word 
of prophecy to which we fhaildo Well to take heed, 
God at fundry times and in divers manners^ /pake to 
our fathers by the prophets^ concerning the pro- 
mifed feed, which was held forth from age to ag^ 
under various types and figures', in' all which the 
fuffering Saviour was pourtrayedj not as an e^t- 
emplar, but as ^furety.^ 'E^^tvf bleeding Lamb^^ 
if rightly underftood, when yielding up to death, f 
bleated the name of Jefus, while the lowing bul-^J 
lock bleeding out his foul, prefigured and held!? 
forth, the vicarious fufferings of the Lamb of|f 
God. — In bis own hody^ when he cometh in- 
to the world ht faith^ Sacrifice and offering thou 
wouldft noty hut a body thou haft prepared me. 
Heb. . X. 5. The legal facrifices were but tem- 
porary and fhadowy, nor could the blood of bulls f 
and goatSj take again fin. ver. 4th. " But by 1 
" the offfering of the body of Jefus once for aiU,- 
** he hath put away fin, and perfefted for ever 
*' them that are fanftified. Ch. ix. 26, 10, 14. 
When the adorable Jehovah agreeable to the ever- 
lafl:ing purpofe of his love, came into the worfd 
to fave finners, and effectually to put away fin by 
the facrifice of himfelf ; he caufed the facrtfice and\ 
oblation to ceafe^ Dan., ix. 27. which had hither- 1' 
to (hadowed him forth ; and prefented the fub-; 
ftance, the prepared body, an expiatory facrifice i 
for fins, and " to make reconciliation for iniqui-j 
" ty.'* And in this mighty work he itood alone, 
^* and of the people there was none with me, 
" therefore mine own arm brought falvation un- 
** to. me." If. Ixiil. 3, 5. Nor was there need 
of an adjutor, for HE is the wonderful counfellory 

the 
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the mighty God, the ever lofting father, the. frinct 
%gj feace. On the tree. God faid to the firft Aditn^ 
) In the day thou eateft from that tree, thou /halt fur e^ 
ihfdiiJ* Gen. ii. 17. And of the fccond Adam, 
■ ivbin bifhall make his foul an offering for fin^ be 
\fiall fee bis feed, viz. the travail of bis foul and be 
^fatisfied. If. liii. 10 1 1. As the curfe firft came 
on man by the treo, fo Chrift bore the curfe, or 
in other words, was made a curfe for us, that by 
the tree might come the bleflirig. On the tree, 
or on the wood, perhaps alluding to the exceed- 
ing greatnefs of his fufferings, in which he was 
like a whole burnt facrifice offered up to God. And 
as, when the legal viftim ready to be offered the 
wood was firft laid in order, and the fire put un- 
der it, then the facrifice was properly difpofed up- 
on the wood ; fo the Lord Jefus, when made a 
facrifice for fin, was ftretched and nailed unto the 
wood; his body bruifed, mangled, rent and torn, 
whtlethe vindiftive fword pierced to his very hearty 
and the fire of almighty indignation wafted his 
fpirit. Thus did Jefus, the moft lovely Jefus, 
bear aurjins in his own body on the tree.' The 
text thus opened and explained, prefents this pro- 
pofition to be more fully infifted upon, and en- 
larged* 

That this facrifice was, 

Firft, Perfeff correfponding with thofe under 

the law. 
Second, Propitiatory, or placamentary. 
Third, Subliitutioml, or vicarious. 
Fourth, Plenary, or full, anfwering all the ends 

and purpofes of God. 
I ft. Cbrifl our paffover^ as facrificed for, us, 
' was a facrifice perfeft in it's kind* The truth of 

this 
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tills Will appear by adverting to what was requir- 
ed in the facrifices under the law, which were af- 
pecially two things j ift. That whatever was of-^ 
fered in facrifice to God, muft be fpotlefsand un* 
blemiflied. 2d, The aA muft be voluntary and 
tmconflrained. The former appears from thefe 
fcripture paffagcs, Malach. i, the Lord by his 
jprophet aecufes Ifrael of ingratitude and impie- 
ty, in that they not only were forgetful of bene- 
fits received j out had fo great a difrelifh for fpi- 
ritual things, that religious exercifes were weari- 
fome talks ; and the facrifices God had command- 
ed, were regarded as a kind of prieft-craft, and 
pious impofitions on the people* However if 
cnftom bears too h^d upon them^ or a national 
conftitution obliges them to offer fomething •, ir- 
religious difcretion direfts them to offer the worft 
in its kind ; but at laft the Lord who although he 
fuffer long, yet will not permit his ordinances to 
be trampled under foot^ arifes to vindicate his own 
caufe, ver. 13. "Ye brought that which was 
** torn and the lame and the fick, thus ye have 
*' brought an offering ; but fhall 1 accept this? 
** at your hands, faith the Lord ? ver. 14. curfed 
*' be the deceiver," the man who would rob God> 
and vainly imagine he can impofe on omnifcience . 
by fpecious appearances, that having found un- 
blemifhcd cattle, "that hath in his flock amale/^ 
and voweth " and facrificeth to the Lord a cor- 
•* rupt thing,'* a blemifhed facrifice, "^orlam 
" a great king, faith the Lord of hofts.'^ Thus 
We fee how the Lord indignates the facrifice that 
is not fpbtlefs, and brandifhes in refentment his 
vindiftive fword againft the people he had chofen 
to be his own inheritance -, even that fword, that 
E had 
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had often made itfelf drunk with the blood ci 
the heathen, and had rendered his name dread* 
ful among the nations. Nor need we wonder at 
the reafcn of this refentment, fince it was down- ' 
right difobedience to their God, and open rebel* 
lion againft their king. For the Lord had Ap& 
pointed by his fervant Mofes what kind of faq> 
ficcs the people Ihould offer, and he would accept! 
Levit. xxii. 1 9. Jhe offering (ball bd a male witb- 
out blemijhj of the beeves^ of the fi?epy or of tbi 
goats^ ver. 20. fVhatfoever bath a blemijbj yeflM 
not offer ^ it /hall not be acceptable for you. ver. ai. 
It fhall be ferfeU to be accepted for you^ there fbM 
be no blemtfh therein, ver. 22. Bltnd^ or brokeHf 
or maimed^ or having a wen^ or fcuriy^ or f cabbed^ 
ibefe ye fhall not offer unto the Lord, compared 
:withCh. i, 3. Deut. xv. 21. 17. i. &c. From 
all which it appears, that the legal facrifices muft 
: be pure and fpotlcfs -, yea fome of the Jewifh 
; writers tell us, that even the heifers-hair muft 
be intirely of the the fame colour, not a hair ex- 
cepred; but as this is a nicety not found in the 
bible, we chufe to leave it with them, and pro* 
ceed to enquire, whether Jefus Chrift the antitype 
of thefe facrifices, in this particular correfpondcd 
with- the type. 

Here our enquiry will be twofold, firft. Into 
the purity of his nature, refpeding his birth. Se- 
cond, Into the holinefs of his life, untill the time 
he was offered on the crofs. Bleffed Paul (peak- 
ing of mankind in general, Eph. ii. obferves that 
the very eleft themfelves, of whom, Ch. i. 4, he 
had faid, He hath cbofen us in him before thefoun^ 
dation of the world, were like others children ff 
wrath by nature^ previous to their being quickened^ 

ver. 
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htr. I. by grace \ but our glorious Jefus by a pre- ^ 
ter-natural conception in the womb of a virgin [ 
was not defiled by the common pollution, nor 
obnoxious when coming into the world to the 
penalty of fin. The old hiftoriaii tells us a little 
Jrfter the fall of our firft parents that Adam begat 
a fan in bis dwn likenefs. Gen. v. 3. But Je- 
hovah in the firft gofpel-promife calls the deliver- 
er the feed of the woman^ and had Eve rightly 
underftood the necefiity of having a bigh-priejt 
fepl^atedfromfinners^ fhe would have had little rea- 
fon to fuppofe or fay on bearing Cain. ch. iv. i. / 
have gotten a man the Lord. This is that mira- 
tulous conception the prophet was fent to fup- 
iport the drooping fpirit of the king of Judah with, 
as a certain and infallible fign that the Lord had 
not caftofF his people. If. vii. 14. " The Lord 
*' himfelf fhall give you a fign, behold a virgin 
^^ fhall conceive ^nd bear a ion ;'* and Mary th6 
mother of our Lord, inquifitive about the afi^air, 
Lukei. 34. *' How fliall this be feeing I know 
hot a man,'* receives in anfwer, " The Holy Ghoit 
** fliall conle uport thee, and the power of the 
** molt high fliall over- ftiudow thee, therefore al- 
^' fo that HOLY THi^G which fliall be born of 
" thee, fliall be called the Son of God." Some 
have thought this to be one of thofe unfearchable 
things mentioned Prov. xxx, 19. " There be 
*' three things which are too wonderful for me, 
' *' yea fdur, whicih I know riot j the way of an ea- 
■ •* gle in the air,** which leaves no tradl: percepti- 
3ble to the acuteft eye. " the way of aferpent up- 
- ** on a rock," which gliding over the folid fur- 
\face, leaves no impreflion on the ftubborn flint, 
•• the way of a ftiip in the midft of the fea," whofe 
E 2 wounded 
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wounded waters foon are clofed when pafs'd the 
furrowing keeL " And the way of a man with 
" 9, maid," the mighty man in the maid, i. e. 
fay they, the man Chrift Jelus as conceived in tlie 
virgin Mary, is a myftery profound and altoge- 
ther impenetrable. But leaving this alfo, whic^k* 
however it may be glofled and fuppofed to ilUit;. 
trace this myftery of the incarnation of the Son^ 
of God, we dare not allow it any place in 
the foundation on which this truth is built*, 
nor need we have recourfe to far fetched con- 
jeftures, or plaufible probabilities to confirm 
it ; fince it is fettled and fixed in the undoubt-. 
ed veracity of the facred oracles, " for fuch an' 
high-prieft became " us, who is holy, harmr^ 
^^ lefs, undefiled, feparatefrom finners, and made' 
^' higher than the heavens, Heb. vii. z6.'^ 2d, 
That Jefus the Lamb of God was unfpotted 
in his life, and undeferving the imputations of 
blame, and the many falfe accufations with 
which his enemies afperfed him, and eflayed 
to blacken his charadter, has a fufficient tefti- 
mony in the apoftolic writings. St. Peter fpeak- 
ing of the ineftimable price paid for the re- 
demption of his people, i Pet. i. 18, fays, **for- 
*' afmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed 
*' with corruptible things, as filver and gold from 
*' your vain converfation, received by tradition 
*' from your fathers ; but with the precious blood 
*' of Chrift, as of a Lamb without blemifh,'* 
having no ftain, defeft, or fuperfiuity, ** and 
" without fpot." By the fame authority, it is 
affirmed, Ch. ii. 22. " that he did no fin, nei- 
*' ther was guile was found in his mouth," fup- 
ported by If. liii. 8. 9, "he had done no vio- 

" lencej,. 
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** lence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.** 
Agreeable to thefe is the apoftle John's teftimony, 
1 John iii. 5. *' he was manifefted to take away 
*' our fin, and in him was no fin.*' To which 
alfo agree the words of the preacher to the gen- 
tiles, 2 Cor. V. 2 1 . " He hath made him to be 
*' fin for us, who knew no fin. From all which 
without attending to many other evidences yet 
uncalled, it appears clear as day-light, that Je- 
fus the Saviour of the world, was fpotlefs in na- 
ture, finlefs in life, and therefore fitly anfwered 
all the types which prefigured him, and of which 
he was the antitype and end. The pafchal Lamb 
muft be without blemifli, Exo. xii. 5. So was 
the Lamb of God, as above. The daily facrifice 
each morning and each evening to be offered, or 
between the evenings. Numb, xxviii. 34, muft be 
without fpot, perfed:, intire -, fo the holy Jefus, 
Heb. ix. 14, offered himfelf without fpot to God. 
Thus it appears that Jefus Chrift was a perfedt 
facrifice of immaculate purity. 

Secondly, Whatever was offered in facrifice un- ; 
der the law muft be offered willingly •, God has ""' 
not need of animal blood to enrich him, for 
** all the beafts of the foreft are his, and the cat- 
*' tie upon a thoufand hills.** Pf 1. 10. Nor 
is he delighted with the " blood of bullocks 
*' and of goats.** Sacrifices tho* appointed by 
God were only pleafing to him, as the facrifice 
had relpedt unto thj^ Lamb of jGod, for in him ' 
onFy he liatfe declared himfelf well pleafed. Our^ 
goodnefs in no wife extendeth unto the Lord, it 
IS enbngh and what he aflcs from us ; let him 
have the honour, and the happinefs be ours. God 
would lead his people in every age to look to Jc- 

E 3 fU5, 
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fus, and inftrufted them in every bleeding vidlini, 
that fin was too heinous and malign, to be parr 
doned without fhedding of blood, without the 
jTmner's fufFering, or a furety ; and as their prc^ 
fent and eternal peace muft flow from God recon- 
ciled ; fo the facrifices which had refpeft unto tWs 
reconcilement, muft be offered freely. Hcbce 
the Lord commanded hisferyant Mofes^ Lcvft. 
i. 3. '' If any man of you bring an offering to 
*' the Lord, let him offer a male without blemifli, 
*' he fliall offer it of his own voluntary will, at 
" the door of the tabernacle." Ch. xxii. 1 8. i Q. 
*'• Ye fhall offer it at your own will," and the 
witholding fuch offerings the Lord accounts rob- 
bery. Malach. iii. 8. " Ye have robbed me in 
** tythes and offerings." So in like manner when 
the Son of God comes into the world, it is a vo- 
luntary aft, " facrifice and offering thou didft not 
*' defire, mine ears haft tho,u opened," bored or 
digged, as, Exod. xxi. 5, 6. " If the fervant 
** Ihall fay I love my mafter, &c. I will not go 
" out free ; his mafter fhall bore his ear thro' 
*' with an aul, and he Ihall ferve him for ever. 
Chrift was an ear- bored fervant, and his heart wa^ 
wholly in the work. Pf. xl. 6. The apoftlc to 
the Hcb. reads after the Ixx, " a body haft thou 
" prepared me. And lo, I come to do thy will 
" OGod." Our Lord's own words, Johnx. 11. 
are, " I am the good fhepherd, the good fliepherd 
" giveth his life for the ftieep, I have power tQ 
" lay it dov/n ; and I lay down my life that I 
" might take it again." When our bleflfed Savi-. 
our was oppreffed and fore amazed in the garden, 
infomuch that the human-nature ftaggered be- 
neath the intoilerable prefTure of divine indi^pa- 
» tion. 
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fion, and feemed ready to ftart affrighted at the 
hideous approach of that hour of darknefs, and • 
(kid, '' if it be poflible let 'this cup pafs from me." 
yet at the fame time divinely upheld, and refo- 

. Uitely firm, he eifayed not to efcape from the muU 

gjti[tude i but gently afks, " whom fcek ye ?" John 
,xviki- 7. And then agreeable to the fpirit and 

^rpofe that on all occafions manifefled itfelf, and 
for which he came into the world, *' if therefore 
** ye feek me, let thefe go their way." It feems 
altogether as needlefs to obferve, as it would be ab- 
furd to deny, that had not our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift offered himfelf willingly, a fair and 

.fufficient opportunity here offered itfelf, for his 
efcape; feeing at the firft interrogation, "whom 
** feek ye,'* the traitor Judas and the banditti he 
headed being repelled by the force and majefty 
of his word, and their timid hearts failing, they 
funk to the ground. But '* for this end the a- 
*^ dorablc Redeemer came into the world," it be- 
hoved him to fuffer, " to make reconciliation, 
** and bring in an evierlafling righteoufnefs."there- 
fore he wilhngly ^entered the field, knowing he 
niuft fall in the engagement, yet by his fall Ihould 
raife up the chofen feed to the image and favour 
of God, and to an everlafling enjoyment of him 
in glory. 

As Chrift's facrifice has been proved to have 
had in it the nature of a facrifice, it will alfo ap- 
pear to have been propitiatory, or placamentary ; 
by obferving, firfl, that the Sacrifices offered by^-^ 
the people of Ifrael, agreeable to the commands * 
of God to Mofes, were ever confidered in this 
fenf?^ It may not be amifs to prelnile, that when 

"we fpeak of the deity'3 being propitiated, or pla- 
cated,^ 
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cated, that we do not conceive of him as a mut^ 
table being, that can love, hate, be angry, ^A 
appeafed, like a feeble child of Man, for ** fact 
^' is in one mind and who can turn him/* Nor 
would we venture to put conftruftions on God's* 
own words fo very different from, and repugned 
to, the plain and obvious meaning thereof ; Iftftr. 
we fhould charge omnifcience with obfcurity afl^ 
inaccuracy ; and make the current coin of fcrip;<) 
ture, mere counterfeit, and the language of the- 
Holy Ghoft unmeaning jorgan, and unintelligi- 
ble bombaft. The charge of doing which, we 
think lies heavy againft thofe, who would conT : 
' ilruft the fcriptures thatfpeak of the aton^ment^f 
?&c. as having a reference to the confcience ; anii; 
that to make an atonement for fin, to make rer 
'. conciliation for iniquity, &c. means no other than 
i to placate the confcience, &c. Which manner, 
'of interpreting the fcriptures, if it can be allow-? 
ed as a fufEcient prefident ; there is no dpftrinc 
fo foreign, and contrary to the truth of the fcrip- 
tures, but at this rate may be palmed upon the 
wprkl. If a man fliould make as free with Ho- 
mer, Virgil, &c. in conftruing away the allowed^ j 
fenfe of thefe noted authors, what would the .; 
learned world fay ? 'Tis pity the facred oracles 
have fewer friends. We are willing to be per-r 
fuaded by the current language of the word of 
' God, that hisTiein^ " angry with the wicked e^* 
" very"day,*^7iis' " wrath burning like fire,*^ &c^ 
bears the fame afpeft towards the Imner, and wiU ■ ^ 
at laft be manifeft in the fame efFcds, as if thefc 
variable tempers were effential to the deity. And 
that the " Lord's turning away from his fierce 
I' wrath;, and repenting him of the evil which he 

t' thought 



*^ thought to do unto his people,** &c. bears an 
nfped of mercy, and reconciliation fuitable to our 
i^as of a God kind and propitious. And agree- 
able to thcfe fentiments we proceed to the point 
in hand. Not to prefume on the ftrong probabi- 
Jity that Acjam began to offer facrifice immedi- 
ately after the promife of the woman's feed j we 
;^fe certain that Adam's fons were inftrufted in this J 
learly aft of religious worfhip, for they brought^ 
offerings to the Lord. Cain of the fruit of th& 
ground^ which as it had not refpeft unto the blood 
of Jefus, and therefore indicated the offerer void 
of faith in the promife, a ftranger to the malig- 
.nity of fin, and the '^^^nJBlof reconciling thefin- 
ner ; his perfon and giS^ere both rejefted, as. 
9X\ evil aft proceeding from an evil mind. 

But Abel brought the firji lings of hisfiockt and 
the fat thereof^ ^' and the Lord had refptSt' 
finfo Jtel and to bis offer ing^^ Kot becaufe God 
was better pleafed with a flain beaft, than a Iheaf 
of corn ; but the offering was accepted for the 
fake of the offerer. " The Lord had (firft) r^- 
fpe£i unto Abel^ and (then) his offering ; which 
the Apoftle affures us received it's recommenda- 
tory excellence from the faith in which it was of-^t 
fered, Het). xi, 4. "TJ^oaK, who could not but be' 
fenfibly moved at the exhibition of that wrath, 
which brought an overflowing deluge on the world 
of the ungodly ; immediately upon his coming 
out of the ark, ereftcrd an altar, and offered burnt 
offerings thereon. Gen. viii. 20. " And the 
'* Lord fmelled a fweet favour, and faid in his 
*' heart, I will not again curfe the ground any 
" more for man's fake," compared with Numb. 
xvi. 47, " And Aaron ran into the midft of the 

*' con- 
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*^ congregation, and behold the plague was begun 
^' among the people, (the Lord*s anger and fierce 
^ jealoufy, like a confuming fire l)roke out to 
<' devour) and he piU on incenfe, and made an 
** atonement for the people ; and he flood be- 
** tween the dead and the living, and the plague 
*' was ftayed," The burning wrath was queiKih- 
ed, and the anger of the Lord was turned awaf. 
It feems almoft impoflible to miftake thedefignati- 
ff on of legal facrifices if we carefully attend to thein- 
;/ ftitutipn of them in*the levitical laws ; 'nor~cah iT&e 
'^ fuppofedbut in confequence 6F the moft grofs in- 
attention, that the Ifraelitifli officers, ever confi- 
dered their offerings, faHftas intended to avert the 
Opunifhment due to tharans^v Who for inflance 
can read the fourth arid fifth chapters of Leviticus, 
and not be confirmed in thefe truths ? If the whole 
congregation fin through ignorance, the congre- 
gation fhall offer a bullock, for the fin ; and tbi^ 
elders fhall lay their hands on the head of the bul-- 
I hck before the Lordy and the prieft fhall take of 
f^the blood, &c. and fhall make zn atonement for 
r'them, and it fhall he for^ivenf hem, chap. iv. ven 
i* 1 3. 21. When a ruler hath finned, the priefl fhall 
make an atonement for him concerning his^«, and 
it fhall be forgiven him, ver. 22. 27. If any of 
the common people fin, the priefl ftiall make an 
atonement {or his fin that he hath committed, and 
it fhall h^ forgiven him, ver. 27. ad ult. Now to 
deny thefe to be defigned as (typically) propitia- ' 
' tory, is to fhut our eyes againft the mid-day glare 
• and fay 'tis dark. If it could be fuppofed that the 
whole congregation of Ifracl had miftaken the de- 
(jgn of Mofes, in inflitutixig the facrifices as pro- 
pitiatory, which cannot be admitted without the 

grof. 
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" groffeft abfurdity ; various proofs might be proi 
duced in the praftice of the after Jews, which 
muft be allowed to be agreeable to the firft defign 
and appointment, amongft this variety I fhall 
fingle out one inftance, which no one with a good 

-grace can deny to be valid. The example is, i. 
Sam. vii. 8. 9. The children of Ifrael had by 
tieafon of their fins, been as it were forfaken of 
their rock; God had let loofe the Philiftines a- 
gainft them as a fcourge for their difobedience^ 
and they were left to .flee before their enemies, 
*till they Ihould return to their God, judgment 
had now begun at the houfe of God, arid the 
wicked fons of Eli fell by the fword, the ark of 
God was taken, and pck)r old Eli had his heart 
broken with grief, and exceflive forrow, and his 
neck by a fall from his feat. All this, indicated 
great wrath againft the chofen people of God ; 
and as fuch, |:hey conceived of his dealings with 
them i therefore with one accord they make ap- 
plication to Samuel, who now appeared among 
them as a prophet of the Lord ; and they faid 
unto him, ver. 8. " ceafe not to cry y nto the Lord 
our God, for us, that he will fave us out of the 
hand of the Philiftines." Now it was impoflible fo 
great a favourite of heaven, as was Samuel, fhould 
be ignorant in matters of religion ; and it would 
in a manner be charging the Holy Ghoft with 
fpolilhnefs to fay fo great a prophet was ignorant 
q{ the defignation of facrifices. Ver. 9. " And 
*' Samuel took a fucking Lamb, and offered it for 
" a burnt offering wholly to the Lord ; and / 
*' Samuel cried unto the Lord for Ifrael, and the^ 
" Lord heard him." Now for what end this 
facrifiQe was offered, if not to propitiate^ is jpoB 
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, «afy to determine ; unlefs it fhould be fald, that 
it was only propitiatory as it rcfpefted and Ihadow- 
ed forth the Lamb of God, in whom alone the 
father has declared himfelf well pleafed, which is 

. the very thing we contend for. That facrifices 

- were fomctimes euchariftical, is not denied ; bat 
that they were always fuch cannot be allowed 
without the greateft violation of truth* 

The heathen nations who it is probable either 
retained the cuftom of facrifices and the notion of 
their being propitiatory, as handed down from the 

f firft ages of the world, and the common parents 

/ q( mankind ; or "had in imitation of the people 
of Ifrael offered flain beafts in facrifice, in hopes to 
propitiate their falfe Gods and infure their help 
andfuccour •, confidered their facrifices which they 
frequently offered to be propitiator'^ This ap- 
pears from the welfknown paflage in the heathen 
poets, when the peftilencc raged in the greciah 
camp, the caufe was fought whether facrifices to 
Jupiter might not propitiate him, and procure ex- 
^ ' cmption from, the reigning death ; which fhews 

. their notion of a facrifice to have been what we 
contend for. This is further confirmed by the 
praftice of thofe nations that lived nearefl to the 
people of Ifrael, and at a time when facrifices 
were moftin ufe. i Sam. chap. vi. 3. When the 
Lord plagued the Philiflines becaufe they had 

. taken the ark of God, they called, ver. 2. for the 
priefts and diviners, faying, *' what Ihall we do 
^* to the ark of the Lord ? Tell us wherewith 
^' we fhall fend it to its place." And they faid, 
^' if ye fend away the ark^f the God of Ifrael, 
^' fend it not empty ; but in any wife return him 
^' 2^ trefp^s-offering ; then ihall ye be healed." 

Thus 
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Thus it appears that facrifices were firft intended 
as propitiatory, and have been always confidered 
as fuch, both by the heathen nations, and the 
people of God themfelves, for whom they were 
primarily inftituted. But the thing to be proved 
wa3, that the facrifice of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
w^s of this kind; which proof will appear by 
the following reafoning. If thefe facrifices which 
in themfelves were but types, and fhadows, were 
propitiatory as they had refpe<9: unto the antitype, / 
and fubflance ; much more fhall that antitype and^" 
fubftance itfelf, be fuch. But that antitype and 
fubftance is Jefus Chrift •, forlt has been already 
proved that he was a perfeft facrifice. Therefore 
the facrifice of our Lord Jefus Chrift wajTpfopP"' " 
tiatory. All this is further cohfirmed by the 
phrafeology of the new^teftament, when the great^' 
meflenger oF tfie covenant was to be nianifefted 
to the world, and all the prophecies concerning 
him were now to be accomplifhed ; his harbinger 
was fent to prepare his way before him, and' bear 
teftimony of him to the people. When Noah 
had built an altar and offered burnt offerings after 
the flood, it is faid, the Lord fmelled a Jweet fa- 
vour^ God beheld in the facrifice then offered, 
that lively image of his fon, in which his foul is 
fatisfied ; but this in refped to the real faft was 
yet afar off. But now, Inrwnanuel, God with 
us, appears in the fiefh -, he is declared by an au- 
dible voice to be the fon of Gody in whom I am 
w^Il pleafed. I acquefce, I reft fatisfied — The 
blood of flain beafts coUld not delight the foul of 
God ; but the facrifice of his fon, as it made a / 
full atonement for fin, was fatisfaftory. The^ 
apoftle Paul calls Chrift, the prppitiation, Rom* 

iii. 
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iii, 25. the mercy-feat, Heb. ix. 5. feeing it ir 
by faith in his blood, that we obtain mercy, and 
God is reconciled to us. " If any man fin,*' i; 
John ii. 1,2. " we have an'advocate, who is the 
*' propitiation for our fins." And notwithftandn 
ing fin had wrought in our hearts an enmity a'i' 
gainft God, yet, " when we were enimics, 'wi 
*' were reconciled to God by the death of his foi^ 
Rom. V. ID. And God hath put into the hands of 
his minifters the word of reconciliationj to wttj 
that "^ God was in Chrift reconciling the world 
" unto himfclf." 2 Cor. v. 18. " For God fa 

' *' loved the world, that he fent his fon the pro^ 
-" pitiation for our fins." i John iv. 10. As thd 
fcriptures of the old and new teftament from be- 
ginning to end have a fpecial reference to this, we 
only need advert unto them, to receive all the 
proof, minds open to conviftion can defire. We 
come 3dly.tolhew, that Chrift*s fufterings, wcfre 
vicarious^ and that as a furety he flood engaged - 
to difcharge the debtj of fin his people flood 
chargeable with ; and that what he fuffered, was 
in the room, or flead of others. That he was a 
fubftitute, and fuffered inftead of finners, will 
lofe the afpeft of injuftice with which fome arc 
bold enough to charge the divine procedure ; when 
the fcriptural account of things is attended tQ j 
which every where fets forth Jefus Chrifl as^ak- 
' ing his people's fin upon himlelf, and therefore 
in his own body bearing the punilhment due t6 

V fin. Sometimes Chrift is reprefented as bearing 
fins in types, and fhadows, in the ceremonial lawi 
and indeed nrioft of the facrifices offered refpedled 
him in this view. The finner behoved when cafl* 

,. ing his corn into the tire, which oiherwife God had 

given 
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given him for food, to confefs that his dcfert by 
reafon of fin, was thus to be caft into the ever- 
lafting flame of God almighty's wrath ; and hum- 
bly to acknowledge when the facrificing knife 
pierced the bleeding viftim's heart, this, this, and ; 
much more, his fins had laid him obnoxious to ;"^ 
and that in hope of a more perfeft facrifice to be 
6&red, he looked thro' the fhadow to the fub- 
ftance. The fpecial inftance of the fcape-goat, 
Levit. xvi. may ferve as an illuftration of this 
truth, Aaron the prieft muft take two goats, 
and prefent them before the Lord, at^the door ' 
of the tabernacle of the congregation ; and caft 
lots upon them there, one lot for the Lord, and 
another lot for the fcape-goat ; and the goat upon 
which the Lord's lot fell, muft be oflTered for a 
' fin qflfering. This fignified to the people, that 
'tjod was a holy fin-hating, and fin-punifliing God ; 
and that would by no means clear the guilty y and 
herein bore towards the offender, a moft formi- 
dable afpe6l of the moft fpotlefs purity, and in- 
flexible juftice. Afterwards the live-goat muft 
be prefented before the Lord, and Aaron the high- 
prieft, (the figure of the great high- prieft of our 
profeffion,) muft lay both his hands upon the head 
of the live-goat ; (both hands) by way of ack- 
nowledgment, *' Lord we thy people and the 
" iheep of thine hand, have done what we ought 
** not, and left undone what we ought to have 
*' done," " and confefs over him all the iniqui- 
" ties of the children of Krael, and all their tranf- 
*' greflions in all their fins, putting them upon 
*' the head of -the goat."* Here is a transfer of^^ 
fin, or guilt by divine appointment j now to aflc, 
hpw can thefe things be ? On]y betrays a vicious 

curiofity 
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turiolity iti converting to matter of fpeculatiofl 
what (hould be matter of tiiih and adoration. 
Which of all the WTunded li'raclites when flung 
by the fiery ferpents, v;as ;iblc to af^.'gn any other 
fcaufeof the miraculou:=^ cure, bui adivim^appoint*^- 
\ ment ; and why '^vnr. thi-; aiiinzing means of c^ii^''^- 
i prefcribed, but to le?<l them by faith to loobw ' 
* Jcfus. Moreove-, tht: cp^t w.s to be fent away 
by the hand of a fir. n>an, in!:o the wildernefs ; and 
what was all thir.^ but ri.ar tliC people while they 
beheld it, might l)e'led to conceive that thus their 
fins they had now rcnlV^lH fhould be buried in 
oblivion, " an<lifp;iig!:r for fhould no where b€J ■ 
"found*" Tiicreforeitisadded, " and the goat i 
" fhall bear upon liiir*, all their iniquities ;" fi-* u 
guring out hereby, hov/ thp Lord Jefus (hould 
J bear the fins of his people, by a transfer, or im- 
putation thereof to himfelf. ^ This fcape-goat 
therefore, fignified to the people, that the Cord 
in much mercy, would lay help on one mighty^ 
^nd agreeable to his unparallellcd love, and un- 
erring wifdom, would contrive a Way to punifh 
fin, yetfave the finner, *' to be juft, and yet jufli* ■ 
*' fy the ungodly." At other times wemay view 
the fame important truth, exhibited in the exprcf- 
five language of the prophets and apoftles. Ifi 
liii. 4. " Surely he hach born our griefs, and 
•* carried our forrows ; ver. 5. he was wounded 
*' for our tranfgreffions, he was bruifed for our 
*' iniquities ; the chaftifement of our peace was 
'^ upon him. ver. 6. All we like fheep have gone ., 
^* aftray, and the Lord hath laid on him the ini- 
*,' quity of us ali." Agreeable to which, is 2 Cor. 
v. 21, " He hath made him to be fin for^ii^ 
" who knew no fin. Chrift hath Tedtemed us 

' I ** from 
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^* from the curie of the law, being made a curfe 
*' for us." Gal. Hi. 13. And mytext]?itir,'"TFTe 
'' bare oiir fins in his own body on the tree." 
Now in exaft correfpondence with thefe, the fen- 
timents of the infpired writers, we frequently 
hear them fpeak of Chrift's fufFeringin our ftead ; 
becaufe our fins were put to his account, and he / 
fuffered as tho* he had been a finner, juftly?^ 
chargeable with'luch a niuititude of perfbnal tranf- 
greflions. 

Hence that evangelical prophet has it, " The 
*' chafl:ifement of our peace was upon him. He 
" was cut of out the land of the living, for the 
** tranfgrefllort of my people was he ftricken.** 
And, " by his knowledge fliall my righteous fer- 
" vantjuftify many, for he fliall bear their ini-. 
" quities.*' BleflTedPaul, calls him o|Lirjpairover, ; 
" Chrift our paflbver is facrificed for us. i Cor. 
V. 7. '* And once in the end of the world, he i 
'* hath appeared to put away fin^ by the facrifice | 
** of himfelf ; and was offered to bear the fins' 
" of many.'* Heb. ix. 26,27. The fufi^erings 
of Chrift: as narrated by the evangelifts mufl: ht 
conceived to be the mofl: exquifite and fevere ; 
and it might well be faid in refpeft thereof, " come 
*' and fee if there ever was any forrow, like urito 
*' my forrow, which is done unto me ; wherewith 
'' the Lord hath afHidted me in the day of his 
" fierce anger/* Lam. i. 12. And if fin be the 
only fource of forrow, and caufe of fufFering -, how 
is it poflible that Jefus a perfon moft holy, in 
whom there was no fin, neither guile found in 
his mouth, (hould yet fufFer in the higheft: degree, 
and that not only in his body by the hands of bar- 
barous and bloody-minded men j but alfo in his 
F foul, , 
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foul, by the juft and equitable fentence, and pro- 
cedure of a righteous and moft gracious God ? 
For " he was ftricken and fmitten of God,^ and 
*' afflifted," If. hii. 4. And in the garden, 
when alone, "being in an agony^ his fweat was 
" like great drops of blood falling to the ground/* 
How impifiible it is to account for thefe things 
if we refufe to receive inftru£i:ir,n from the fpirit 
of truth, as fpeaking in his bleffed book -, but 
when this is religioufly adverted to, how confid- 
ent and confortable do all thefe I'acred truths ap- 
pear. Then we fee " mercy and truth meet to- 
** gether, righteoufnefs and peace kindly kiflirig 
" one another." Then a way^ a new and living 
way is opened whereby the guilty, but now rftfl- 
fomed fmner may efcape ; and hereby the tew, 
the pure and perfeft law of God is magnified and 
fhade honourable. It appears, therefore, fpofai-'the 
moft unqueftionable teftimony, that Chfift ''bare 
the fins, and fufFered in the room or fltf^d ttf o- 
thers, " He fuflered for fins, the juft for the un- 
*' juft, that he might bring us to God ^'^ which 
leads us in the laft place to prove, that what fie 
fuffered was full and fatisfaftory to the procuribg 
%: all the bleflednefs to finners the wifdom and good- 
nefs of God had determined. 1 his we fliall en- 
^deavour to elucidate and fettle by noting ift. The 
: dignity of the fufferer. 2d, The greatnefs of his 
[ fufferings, arid 3dly, by confidering his refurrec- 
\ tion, as an indubitable proof of the fufficiencyof 
I his fufferings. As the fcriptures fometimes re- 
fpeft our Saviour as man, or afluming the human 
nature, and in which fenfe, my father is greater 
than /, and fometimes in refpeft to the divine, 
and then it is faid, / and my father are one. It 

is 
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h with an ejre to the latter we would be fuppofed 
to fpeik, when treating of the dignity of the Re-' 
deemer's perlbn. But what finite mind can grafp, 
comprehend or conceive the greatnefs, power, 
Jind majefty of JehoVah ! What cah parallel thofe 
ftriking interrogations in the bo'ok of Job, ch; 
38, &c ? What can compare with thelcffty dc- 
fcriptions of the glory and mightinefs of God to 
be met with in the book of Pfalms ! How is 
the mind of man bewildered, and led into ^ laby- 
rinth of iiiextricable perplexity, when drawn out 
in contemplation of that almighty fiat, and its 
marvellous efKefts. HE fpake^ and h was done^ 
HE commanded and U fiood fafi. Speak we of 
ttxiftence, his name JEHOVAH, alludes to his 
^vcrlaftingnefs, for, before the mountains were 
brought forth ^ or ever thou hadji formed the earth 
"and the worlds even from everlafiing to everlafting 
thou airp God. Of wifdom, — this is great and 
krtowR.no bound, a depth where all our thoughts 
are drowned. Who knows but he whereupon the 
, foundations of the earth are laid ? Or how by his 
^ power hejhut up the fea as with doors, when it fir ft 
otffued as out of the womb ? Who can conceive hi^ 
Tglory and majefty, when riding upon the hcaveri 
. of heav^nj, or attended with myriads of angels 
he majeftically walks on the wings of the wind. 
At bis rebuke the deep foundations of the world are 
difcovered, even at the blaft of the breath of his 
^^noftrils. And when he bows the heavens and 
comes Sown in anfwer to the prayer of finful duft 
and afhes, the earth fhakes and trembles^ the folid 
foundations of the hills are moved ; a terrible 
fmok^ proceedeth from his noftrils, and devouring 
yfire out of his mouth. At his exceflive glory, dark^ 
F 2 nefs 
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^V'';?r ^""inh^ This God is become 
Sonl(hfSiour. by an a6t of undeferved mercy, 
(jod n"^ ^diouQy marvellous, than all that fu- 
gporc ^^fovercign majefty. This^God, affumed 
Ip^^^^^^fi nature, and appeared in man ! 1 his 
/ ^^^t'l mypry of Godline/s, God manifefted in the 
^ ^l ^^i^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ /<?«»^tf//^» of the truth. 
The child to be born of the virgin muft be call- 
A Jmmanuei^ God with us, and the word that 
^SLS mfide fiejh^ is that which in the beginning was 
wtb Godj and was God ; and by whom all things 
moere made. John i. i, 2. Tea all things were 
made hy him ^ and for him^ tvtn angels^ principalis 
tieSy tind powers^ &c. which created beings, as 
himfelf was creator, he muft be eflentially Affe- 
rent from, and fuperior to. Colof. i. 16. Paul who 
who had been taught by him, and of him, in the 
third heaven, the habitation of his holinefs ; tells 
the Phillippians, ch. ii. 6. That Chrift thought 
it no robbery to be equal with God, no infringe- 
ment on another's right, being himfelf Jehovab^^ 
notwithftanding he emptied himfelf of that daz- 
ling glory which mortal eye cannot behold, and 
took upon him the form of a fervant, and was 
made in the likenefs of man : and being found 
in fafliion as a man he humbled himfelf, and be- 
came obedient even to the death of the crofs. — 
When thus we view the co-equal Son of God, 
by marvellous and miftic union taking hold of 
the feed of Abraham ; that God and man, he 
might have the right of redemption, and power 

to 
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10 redeem ; what fins of finite man can be con- 
ceived, beyond the reach of fuch infinite fatis- 
faftion, as he is capable to make ? Allowing that 
the fins of man as committed againfl: a God of 
infinite perfeftions, deferve infinite punifliment as 
condign t, lo ! here is infinity itfelf engaged, and 
engaged to pay a price in full for precious fouls. 
And this may lead us, adly, to notice the great- 
nefs of his fufFerings incarnate. But who can 
think of thefe without a figh, or fpeak or write 
of them without a tear ? The prophet faw him 
at a difl:ance, and declared the depth of woe, that 
man of forrows muft wade thro' to bring falva- 
tion to his people. *' I am difpifed of men, and 
'*V a reproach of the people ; all they that fee me 
■^^ laugh me to fcorn ; they ihoot out the lip and 
** fliake the head, they gaped upon me with their 
^* mouths, as a ravening, and a roaring lion. &c." 
^f Doeihave compafled me, the aflembly of the 
** wicked have enclofed me 5 they pierced my 
*' hands and my feet, I may tell all my bones." 
Pf. -22^ All this and much more was fulfilled in 
our blefled Lord. When he firfl: appeared in our 
workl, he came as a ftranger into a ftrange coun* 
try ; no regal pomp to aggrandize his perfon, or 
courtly fplendour to celebrate his natal day, but 
the meek and humble Jefus is born of an * ob- 
icure virgin^ in a mean and ftinking (table, and 
wrapped in fwathes laid in a manger. Nor was 
his following life difierent to this beginning ; 
** he was a man of forrows, and-acquainted with 
: F 3 « grief.'' 



* Obfcure refpedling the etymology of the heb. (ha7Jilab) 
tid under the care of parents, &c. 
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** grief.** While employed, and excrcifcd in aH 
the kind beneficient works which proceeded from 
a heart moft full of benevolence and heavenly 
afFeftion •, yet was his charafter blackened with 
all the malevolent afperfions, that Satan and his 
inftruments could load him with •, and his works 
which could not be effefted but by the power of 
God, are wickedly mifinterpreted, and afcribed 
to the power of the devil. They who feemed 
to judge moft charitably concerning him are mov^ 
ed with pity towards him, and fuppofing him to 
be mad, came forth to lay hold en him* How 
afflifting was the behaviour and conduft of Judas 
towards his bleffcd maftcr wlicn that predifticta 
was fulfilled in him, " he that did eat bread with 
" me, hath lift up his heel againft me.** What 
Judas fell thy mafter for money 1 Betray thy fnerid 
into the hands of thofe that fought to flayMrri I 
May we, admoniftied by thy example, flfeci^fttfto 
covetoufnefs, as we would wifh to eft^[i^ *ie 
dreadful confequences of fo unchriftiana t^SlJ^r. 
The man of forrow fee, forfook by all, betrayed, 
accufed, condemned, derided, mocked, and <&it 
upon in Herod's judgment-hall ; compelled to bSar 
his crofs, crowned with thorns, and nailed toAe 
tree -, and there how great that hour of darkneft \ 
Deprived of comfort fropi the fource of blifsi^— 
Who can conceive what Jefus felt when cryiAg 
out. My God, my God, why halt tbou forfaken nih? 
Afoldier with a [pear pierced his heart, and fol^ih" 
with came out blood and water. Thus exhaufting 
all his veins, bleeding at every facred pore, he 
paid the price ', not corruptible, gold, but blood 
divine, the blood of God. A6ts xx. 28. What 
^buld not fuch fufFerings buy ? V^hat guilty rebel 

not 
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not redeem ? Worlds purchafed with a fingle drop 
of this his facred blood, were bought too dear. 
Thus hung the fufFering friend of finners on the 
tree, nor could the cruelty of the bloody foldiers 
turn his heart to rage, or the moft provoking in- 
fults of his greateft adverfaries draw refentment 
from his peaceful, fympathizmg foul ; but in the 
deepeft agonies of mind, and under the fharpeft 
lenle of the moft pungent pain, his prayer is pre- 
ferred. Father forgive them^ for they know not what 
they do. Nor did the captain of our falvation fall, 
till lucifer like lightening fell from heaven •, the 
/fvork, the mighty, great, and glorious work, hefi- 
(inilhed e'er he died; wltnefs that cry, that heart-re- 
reviving cry, 'tisfinilhed^ the great falvarion is fe- i 
jjQwred, the price now paid, everlafting life is fure | 
bfo rajl the feed. jdly. The certainty of our Sa* 
V/iftvr's refurreftion may be confidered as an ad- . 
4iEionaiiproofof the fufficiency of his fatisfaftlon. 
^In proof of his refurredion, we here offer nothing, 
fupppfing the truth of this to be fo confirmed and 
liixt, as not to admit a doubt. And it is by the 
}.4Bxertion of this fpecial aft of omnipotence, that 
\M^fit^ i^ declared to he the fqn of God with power ^ 
jf^nd through which God hath given proof of his^ 
' good pleamre in him. The apoftles of our Lord, 
-after all they had feen and heard in his life, found 
v^f^heir moft fanguine hopes and expeftations con- 
V -cerning him blafted by his death •, " we trufted, 
c'<^iay they) " that it was he, that fhould have re- 
f : f*' deemed Ifrael." And nothing ftiort of a fatis- 
> faftory proof in his being raifed, could revive 
their languid fpirits, and invigorate their blafted 
hopes. Our bleffed Lord therefore gives them 
all the demonftration they could defire or wifli 

that 
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that in his being raifed from the dead, a proof 
•was given of the completion of his undertaking, 
*' All power, (faith he) is given unto me in hear 
*' ven, and in earth," "Go, and difciple the na« 
** tions," through the faith of this, tell poor 
broken-hearted fmners, *' if thou (halt confef^ 
*' with thy mouth, the Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
** (halt believe in thine heart, that God hath raifed 
*^ him from the dead, thou fhalt be faved'* Rom. 
.'f X. 9. God in this very aft, bearing teftimony to 
I i the fufficiency of his fatisfaftion. In another part- 
of this large letter to the Rom. the facred pen^ 
man largely treating of the finner's juftification, 
and acceptance with God, fays, — who (Cbrifi) 
died for our Jins^ and rofe again far our juftifica- 
tion. Rofe again to make manifcft the fufficien- 
cy of his merits for the falvation of his people 5 
and the acceptation of the facrifice as an atone- 
ment for fin. It is faid the Jews had a cuftom 
of tying a Ihred of fcarlet-cloth to the horns of 
the fcape-goat, and another anfwering ta'thatitrf 
the gate of the temple, or the top of the rock 
where the goat was turned loofe •, and if that turn- 
ed white, fas they fay. it ufually did) they con- 
cluded the flain goat was accepted in lacrifice, and 
their fins were expiated, btherwife not •, fo Jefus 
our Lord in that he rofe from the dead, has left 
no room to doubt of his being accepted for uf / 
fince alfo the trophies of viftory over the powers 
of darknefs, and an everlafting righteoufnefs 
brought in are fo eminently difplayed in his afcen- 
tion to glory. lor when he afcended up on high^ 
. he led^ (or gave proof that he Jed) capivily cap-' 
tive^ and gave gifts unto men. Pf. Ixviii. 18. The 
facrificing Ifraeiitcs never doubted that their of- 
ferings 
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firings were accepted* when the Lord anlwered by 
fire, and what ftroftgcr proof can be given of the 
plenary fatisfaftion of Jefus thaii that of beingy 
raifed from the dead. The prophets of Baal from 
morning to evening cried in vain, Baal bear usy 
but the God that anfwered by fire hereby manifefted 
himfelf to bie the only prayer-hearing, and prayer- 
anfwering God. When a debtor has received 
from the hands of his creditor a receipt in full, 
this fcrves as the llrongeft prpof that he has nd 
further demands upon him rclwive thereto ; our 
bleffed Lord's refurreflion is a receipt brought 
back from the great creditor God ; in which is 
written at large and legible to faith, ^^ Thee I 
*^ have accepted as furety for thy people, their 
"•fins and multiplied tranfgrefllons I impute to 
f lt|cc i and ^s thou beareft their fins and like- 
ns urife the ftiame and pain thereof ft^all fall on 
^inhco-,. they are obnoxious to the curfe, be thou 
*f< fecitfaem a curfe and they fliall be redeemed ; 
^'.!thyi obedience perfeft and intire, I accept as 
** thehrs; and thus abfolved from guilt by i;hy 
** atoning death, accepted into favour by thy 
^S righteous life, the holy feed fl:iall live a life of jf 
*P. faith, poffeffing grace below, 'till raifed with / 
*^ thee their head, and for thy fake, admitted in- j ! 
*S to heaven, they Ihall reign with thee for ever.**|i 
Here then is the ground oi our hope, becaufe hel 
died, we fliall not die, becaufe he lives, we fliall 
live alfo ; and hereby know we that he is able to. 
fave to the xitttrmo^,' feeing be ever livetb, to 
make interc^ffion for us. 

From the propofition thus infilled on al large 
and demonftrated, arifes this corollary. They for 
whom our bleffcd Saviour died, cannot pofliblyfail 

of 
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of obtaining that falvation intended to be pur^ 
chafed, and procured by his death. 

But what may be faid relative to this, ftiall be 
the fubjeft of another difcourfe ; and may what 
has now been faid of the fufficiency of our Sa- 
viour's atonerpent fink deep into all our hearts^ 
and may we feel the falutary effefts thereof in our 
lives ; may we be made abundant partakers of 
that grace in this world, which ftiall fo reign in 
pur hearts tbrc* rigbfeoufnefs, that it may termi- 
nate in glory in the wprl4 to comet ^men and 
Amen, 
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1 P E T E R, ii. 24, 

ff^io his own fdf bare our SinSy in his 
own Body on the Tree. -: 

WH O can refleftonthatmoftaftonifhing 
aft of divine philanthropy as it is made 
manifeft in the incarnation^ life, death, 
refurreftion and interceffion of the fon of God, 
and not be raviflied with wonder, and loft in fur- 
prize and admiration ! Seeing that in every one 
of thefc, a fubjeft for our contemplation is open- 
ed, not unworthy of the moft exalted feraph to 
attend ; and in each a fountain overflowing with 
mercy, grace, and heavenly benediftions ; whofe 
confolating ftreams ftiall fatiate the juft, through 
the vaft and tracklefs depths of eternity. 

That the co-equal Son of the everlafting Fa- 
ther fhould cloath himfelf with clay, and wrapped 
in the vile rags of mortality (hould fojourn on 
earth ! It is well my foul, it is well my friends 
and brethren, the God of truth has declared ir, 
or no flefti living could have believed it. That 
he fhould fubjeft himfelf to the injunftions of his 
own moft righteous law, fulfill it*s precepts, and 

amply 
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amply fatisfy the largeft demands of injured juf- 
tice i is an in(}:ance of fuch love, as angels them-^ 
felves having never known before, are moved 
with pious curiofity fo look into. The caufe or 
the effedt, who can admire moft, The former 
being rcfolvable only into the love, -thq everlaft- 
jng love of God, the latter terminating in the 
blifs, the inconceivable everlafting bliis of finfu} 
man. When death itfelf ftoops down to the low- 
eft depths of ignominy and difgrace ; when the 
incarnate Jefus fuffers, bleeds, and dies ; what 
heart but feels the piercing arrows of almighty 
vengeance, barbed with fin, and threatening death, 
ftrike through his very foul ! And afterwards to 
fee. him rife, rife as ^ cofiquerer leading death and 
hell in captive chains, bearing an indubitable ti^* 
timony thai God was reconciled in him tp all ^at 
fliould believe ! What bofom doth not bound 
with burning joy, to fee the fuffering Saviour nife, 
breaking the bonds of death, ^nd fanftifyingi for 
:his people a pleafing paffage thro' the glopiny 

grave ! How ineftimable are the blcffings his kind 
ands beftow, now that he is entered into the ho* 
ly of holies, and pleads our caufe in heaven ; hi 
JiveSj he greatly lives, be lives for evermore and 
ifos the keys of death and hell ; he /huts and no man 
ppens^ and when opening none can /but againft him. 
Power is all to Jefus giv*n. 
Power o'er hell, o'er earth, and heav'n. 
Having proved that our blefled Saviour by the 
one offering made of his own body on the tree 
hath expiated fin, and brought in an everlafiing 
righteoufnefs^ feeing that the facrifice madeof him- 
\^ felf was perfeSj propitiatory^ vicarious ^ and pie-- 
; pary y \ now proceed to enquire for our fpecial 

con- 



confolation, wherein that falvation proiSurtd for 
his people by the Ihedding of his blood, authen* 
ticated to them by the fufficiency of his mcrit^r^ 
doth confift. I ft. Our bleffed Lord in dying for 
his people, did not intend fo immediately to dc- ^ 
ftroy death as that it fhould exercife no more"^ 
power in the world, or that the purchafe of his 
blood fhould never die -, this truth is felf-evident, 
yet did he fulfill all that the prophet had foretold 
in this refpeft concerning hint : " I will ranfom 
" thee from the power of the grave ; I will re- 
** deem thee from death : O death I will be thy 
" plagues, O grave I will be thy deftruftion/* Hof. 
xiii. 14. Which prophecy compared with the 
fulfillment of it in his refurreflion, prefents to us 
a proof that death and the grave could notdetaift 
him. It isfaid, Heb. ii. 14, " That becaufc 
*>' the children were partakers of flefli and blood, 
Wihclikcwife alfo himfelf took part of the fame 5 
^^'itljat through death, i. e. his own dying on the 
^^ cr^, he might deftroy him that had the po- 
♦> wer of death, that is the devil ;" which de- 
ftruftion is to be underftood, firft, Of his having 
ftlbdued him, bruifed his head and made him 
CJ^tive. Second, Of the death's wound he then 
gave him in delivering his people from under his 
power ; and a dreadful earneft of the almighty's 
difpleafure againft fin, which ftiould terminate in 
the everlafting deftruftlon of him and his fallen 
legions. In like manner, Jefus by his dying hath / 
difarmcd death, Thejiing ^f death isjtn^ but thanks'^ 
he to God^ a vidory is given to the believer, through 
cur Lord Jefus Chrift. i Cor. xv. 56. And hence 
death is to thefe not the dread king of terror ; but 
a meflcnger of peace ; he comes commiflioned by 

our 
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f n«L tt> oO/ his ferrets home • nOt te alarnl 

!^fof voice to fignify to thcnt the will of 
r/icri7aII-conqucring Lord, and fign their paflport 
ciirough the gloomy vale. Since Jefus died up- 
Qti rhe crofs, death only reigns by toleration ; 
reigns for a feafonj fo deputed by our fovereigri 
prince, who will not fail at length for ever to a- 
boHih him, and deprive him of the power he now 
holds by permiflion over the fons of difobedience ; 
for death itlelf (hall one day die, and be '* caft 
*' Into the lake that burneth with fire and brim- 
^* ilone. Rev. xx. 14. Till this, the mediato- 
rial kingdom (hall not eeafe, nor Jefus the great 
mediator leave off to intercede -, " for he muft 
" reign 'till he hath put all enemies under his 
*' feet, the laft enemy that fhall be deftroyed is 
/' death \ and then fhall he deliver up the king- 
** dom to God even the Father, and God fhall 
** be all in all." i Cor. 15; Nbr is there an^ 

food reafon to objeft, that becaufe his peoplcf, 
ie, his redemption was incomplete : for 'tis evi- 
dent an exemption from corporal death was never 
intended by him, and therefore not to be confi- 
dered as included in the covenant of grace ; yet 
has Chrifl: by dying drawn the fling of death, fo 
that now he may alarm^ but not confound 5 fmce it 
is certain the believer does but fleep in certain 
J hope to rife and reign with God; and the loath- 
fome grave itfelf fince Jefus died and rofe, is be- 
come a paflage of purification to the jufl. Nor, 
2dly, did our blefTed Lord fo intend to fave his 
people, as that they might not continually need 
-s, him as an high-prieft to take away the iniquity of 
their holy things^ and while living in the body by 

reafon 
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TCafon of imperfedion, be left under a daily and 
hourly neccffity of walhing in the fin-cleanfing 
fountain of his precious blood, die fmrntain open- 
ed for Jin and for uncleannefs. . Zech, xiii^ *, The 
queftion commonly alked relative to this, by fuch 
as are ftrenuous for finlefsjperfeftion, is weak and '^ 
inconfiderate, (viz) " whether our Lord Jefus ' 
*' be not able to fave from all fin ? If fin be more 
" mighty than God, &c.** Which queftion, may 
be anfwered by afking another, " Could not the 
" Almighty have prevented the firft entrance of fin 
'' mto the world ? Or has not Jefus power ab-*- 
*' lutely to fave all men ?" In this enquiry we 
ought to attend not to what God can do, but to 
what he will do of his own fovereign good plea- 
iure ; for all falvation is by grace •, and it is pre- 
fumed the manifeftations of his pleafure agreeable 
to his own purpofe, will beft be difcovered in the 
cxperiente of the moft eminent of his faints while ';' 
here on earth, whofe trials, weakncfles, doubti ' 
and deliverances are faithfully recorded, for our 
encouragement and confolation who are called by 
grace to tread in their footfteps, and follow theni 
in the faith and patience of the faints. 

Noah ftands diftinguifhed from and fupcrior in 

•piety to thofe of the age in which he lived ; he 

was a partaker of that grace that bringeth falvation, 

for, " he found grace in the eyes of the Lord,** 

and walked in good works, and obtained a cha- 

radcr not inferior to any of the moft eminent 

charfipions for God ; for " Noah was a juft man, 

.** and perfeft in his generations, and Noah walk- 

•*' ed with God." When the Lord overthrew 

the world of the ungodly, he reme^ibered Noah 

and appointed an ark for his protection ; this was 

a com- 
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t cortifeftable indid^tion dt his fisivour, and ari 
earned of that final falvation h^ fhould be made 
a happy partaker of. Yet after all this Noah ' 
through the imperfedVion remaining in him hav* '^ 
ing planted a vineyard the poor old man too far ' ' 
indulged a cravihg appetite, and drank over large- 
ly of the blood of the grape, and lay uncovered 
in his tent. Awful admonition this to t3s< never 

^ to think ourfelves feeure from the furprizes of fin^ 
or to remit for one moment that watchfulnefs over 
our own hearts, which will always be found ne* ' 
ceflary, as a mean enjoined by God, to preferve ' 

• from the evil thereof. "»8 

It would be needlefs to infift on the mifcar- / ' 
riages of Loi, Abiahamj Mofes, David, &c. ari-'/»^[ 
fing from the remains of the corrupt nature ; when '^ 
at the fame time they partook largely of the fav- ' 
ing grace of God, and were high in the favour of. 
heaven. And although their fins might darkcil 
their evidence, and expofe them to the divine 

> chaftifements \ yet it does by no meani appear 
'■* that they were difmherited, and being chiWreri^ ' 
of God^before.were, *till raifedby repentance noiiir^ 
the children of the devil ; fince " the fteps of Jf* 
" good man are ordered by the Lord, and he de^ ^^' 
" lighteth in his way,*' from which if he crr"^^^\ 
through unwatchfulnefs, or fall by temptation;^ •- 
•' he fliall not be utterly caft down, for theLord^^- 
" upholdeth him with his hand.** The heaven-; ^*^^ 
ly-inftrudted Paul when having walked with God^'T^ 
and his Son Jefus Chrift in the power and fpirit -^ 
of his blelTed gofpel, almoft thirty years, gives * 
this account bf himfelf. Rom. 7. " I find a law 
•' that when I would do good evil is prefent with 
" me, for I delight in the law of God, Sfter the 
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*' inward man ; but I fee another liw in my mem- 
*' bers warring againft the law of my mind, &c." 
And yet at the fame time afluring us that fuch 
was his faith in God, and the gift df grace there- 
by, that " I am perfuaded (faith he) that neither 
" death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
*' nor powers, nor things prefent, nor things to 
*' come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
*' creature, fliall be able to leparate us from the 
^' love of God, which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord/' 
Furthermore, not to advert to the almoft num- 
berlefs abfurdities with which the doftrineof fin- 
lefs perfedion is attended, kt this on confideration 
be adduced. Either this falvation (perfeft hbli- 
. nefs) is common to all faints, or peculiar to fome ; 
if the former, the claim to chriftianity belongs to 
very few indeed ; if the ktter, then it muft arife 
cither from a fuperior meafure of grace, given to 
fome, or a fuperior improvement of that common 
meafure of grace given to all in others ; but fuch 
fuperior meafure of grace is taken no notice of in 
the word of God, nor do any of the moft emi- 
iient faints in the old or new teftament appear to 
have been partakers of it ; and if it arife from a 
fuperior improvement of the common meafure of 
grace beftowed on every believer, who in this 
refpeft dare vie with the bleffed apoftles and wit- r 
neflcs of Jefu^s death and refurredion ? As thefe^ 
who had the firft fruits of the fpirit were ftranger$ 
to any fuch falvation, we may fafely conclude it 
was never intended by our fuffering Saviour. 

Secondly, We come now more di redly to en- 
quire what falvation was intended as the purchafe 
of our dear Redeemer's blood. Our Saviour's in- 
tention as made known to us by his apollle John, 
G I Ep. 
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I Ep. IV. 5, a. was " to take away our firts^ 
*' to deftroy the works of the devil.*' And the 
angel fent to admonifh of his birth, fays, " he 
*' fhall fave his people from their fins.'* Matt. \. 
2 1 . Jefus is that mejfenger^ that interpreter^ that 
one of a thoufand that fliews unto man his up- 
rightnefsy and faith, '* deliver him from going 
*' down to the pit, I have found an atonement." 
Job. xxxiii. 24. Cherubim and a flamiug fword 
not only guard and keep the way of the tree of life^ 
that the finner is prohibited all accefs thfreiiQ, 
but the vindiftive fword of ftern juftice ^igngs 
naked over the criminals guilty head continqajjy ; 
and feems athirft for the blood of fuch reb^Ig .^s 
dared by difobedience to rife in arms againft;.t)\§ir 
God. To deliver from this deferved doom,, our 
gracious Saviour came into the world; and in the 
kind unalterable counfel of our God was a Lamb 
flain from the foundation thereof. He drank, the 
bitter cup, the cup of vengeance full of the Al- 
mighty's indignation againft fin ; the dreadful, 
deadly dart hurled from the hand of omnipotence 
pierced his tender foul ; he died to draw the fting 
^of death, and deliver his people from death, and 
"* dread of death, and condemnation. Hence '* th^re 
" is now no condemnation to them that are in bhV^ 
R9m. vrii'. i. " They have redemption through 
*' his blood." Coloff. i. 14. And by his incar- 
nation, life, and death, he hath delivered thofe wio 
** the fear of death were all their life-time fubjedt 
" to bondage. Heb. ii. 15, and thefe believing 
in him are freed from guilt and condemnation. 
John iii. '^6. Thus did Jefus intend to fave his 
people from the guilt of fin. 2dly, And as Je- 
fus faves from guilt by becoming furety for the 

the 
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the flttner, and from death by dying for him ; 
it neccflarily follows that he intended to favc his^( 
people from the penalty of fin : for where guilt 
is not (at lead) Imputed, the obligation to punifh- 
•ment arifing therefrom ceafes. Hence it is, that 
believers are faid to have pstjfed from death unto 
Ufe^ and, be that believes thouzb he were dead^ 
yet Jballbe live^ and be that lives ^ and believes 
in me^ (faith Chrift) pall never die. When the 
wicked are reprefented as goats at the left hand 
'Of the righteous judge, and from thence aredri- 
venientcnccdtodeftruaion and everlafting flames ; 
the righteous, the dear purchafe of his blood are 
Spared in that day of making up his jewels, and 
acdefpted with the gladdening approbation of hea- 
ven's Almighty King, Come ye bleffed of my Fa- 
ther ^ receive the kingdom prepared for you. The 
unbelievers, the abominable, and all liars muft 
have their part in the lake that burneth with fire 
■and brimftone, but the great fliepherd knows his 
fheepy and their names are written in theflain Lamb's 
book of life. Rev. xiii. 8. 3dly, Believers in 
thrift Jefus are made a free people, they are ci- j 
tizens of the new, the heavenly Jerufalem, and^* 
are all free-born ; their language is, O Lord we 
are thy fervants^ thou haji laofed our bonds, we 
'^}^i!l walk before thee in upright paths. Sin does 
iftot now reign in their mortal bodies that theyjbould 
oiobey it in the lufts thereof, for *' Jefus has made 

♦ ** them free, therefore they 2xtfree indeed.** Sin 
in the believer is fubdued by fovereign and fu- 
perior grace ; that as " fin once reigned unto 
■** death, now grace reigns through righteoufnefs 

• •** unto everlafting life by Chrift Jefus our Lord. 
.Rom, '5. ult. And *' thofe members that were 
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" formerly the inftruments of unrighteoufnefs 
" unto fin, are now inftruments of righteoufnefs 
" unto God, as being made alive from thedtad." 
Thus the Lord Jefus faves his people from the 
power of fin, agreeable to his gracious intention, 
and receives from all that believe the fre^-will 
offering of a ready mii\d ; " for he make$ them 
^' a willing people in the day of his power.** Pf. 
ex. 3. Sin may now oppofe and yield reluftant, 
wind and turn with many 4 fnaky wile in the old 
man of nature, but it muftfubmit ; the elder feall 
ferve the younger y faith the Lord. Nature how- 
ever ' ftubborn, muft yield to fovereign grace. 
^h^Jirengtb of fin is the law. But happy trie be- 
liever he is not now undfsr the law^ but under grace. 
R,om. vi. 14. 

Thus from the guilt, the power, the pain, Jefus 

redeem? the foul ; 
This we cxpeft and not in vain, His blood fhall 

m^ke us whole — 

But all this is but a fmall meafure, the negative 
part of that falvation he intended. Sin had made 
nis people wretched, therefore he would reftore 
peace and happinefs to them, and that by proclaim- 
. ing to the world by the miniftry of the gofpel, his 
^ purpofe to fave all poor finners believing in him. 
*' Go ye, (faiJlie) into all the world, and preach 
*' the gofpel to every creature." The gofpd, 
the good tidings from heaven, " that God was 
** in Chrift reconciling the world unto himfelf." 
2 Cor. V. 19. " That God hath given to us e- 
" ternal life, and .this life is in his Son.*' i John 
V, II. This is -God's r^^W concerning his fon, 

this 
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this he teftifies and declares to the world (allow 
me the expreiHon) on the word of a God ; there- 
fore he who difbelieves it, makes God a liar^ and 
eftecms him to be altogether fuch a one as himfelfy 
in fhort, makes the God of truth, the father of 
falfhood. For the language of an unbeliever 
funs thus, ' God indeed has declared to the world 

* that he is well pleafed in his Son^ and will call 

* out none that feek falvation by him, but will 

* pardon their lins and i'ave them to the tittermojl ; 

* he has fald that with him there is mercy and plen- 

* teous redemption, and that he will muiciply his 
' mercies more than the multiplied tranfgreflions 
' of the finner that turns unto him.' K Iv. 7. 

* But I do not, cannot believe a word of all this -, 

* He may indeed Ihew mercy to fome who are 
' more deferving of it, but I have no reafon to 

* expeft it ; I muft become more holy e'er 1 can 

* be happy.' &c. Thus reafoning but not aright, 
the unbeliever rejefts the counfel of God, and 
judges himfelf, *' unworthy of everlafting life." 
Ads xiii. 46. But where the heavenly wind de- 
fcends and blows upon the heart, it difpels from 
thence the clouds of ignorance, renews the face 
of the finful foul, and irradiating all it's powers, 
prepares it to receive by faith in an honeft and good 
hearty the truth of the gofpel in the love of the 
truth. The happy refult of this reception is thus 
dcfcribed in theblefled word ; " He that believeth 
*• hath everlafting life. John iii. 36. " He that 
** liveth, (quickened by the fpirit, for no dead 
foul believes) " and believeth, Ihall never die." 
John xi. 26. Thefe are the (heep of Jefu's fold, 
which fnall '' never perifh, neither, (faith our Lord 5 ) 
^' (hall any pluck them out of my hand. John 
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X. 28. Thefearethey/(^/^^i^j^/<j;/ifpokenofRomi 
V. r, &c. who now have peace with God\ a firm, 
a fure, a liable peace ; not arifing from the flights 
of fancy, and enkindled by a warm imagination f 
but built on the immoveable bafis of veracity it-* 
felf ; built on'the infallible word of that God whofe 
faithfulnefs and " truth reachethunto the clouds.** 
? |.Pf. xxxvi. 5. A faith thus founded on the word 
11 of God, not on the fallacious and SeceptiGle^ys' 
' of fenfe, produces a peace exempt from the mJm*^ 
berlefs interruptions which thofe joys are fubjiaft' 
to ; the nipping blafts of bleakifh winds, nfiay- 
caufe the flower to wither, droop and die, but ypt 
theroot remains fecure •, hence faith the foul-fuppbtt- 
ing prophet in the Holy Ghoft. If. 1. 10, " W>Ik> 
*' is among you that feareth the Lord, that ob'dy- 
^' eth the voice of his fervant, that walketh in 
" darknefs, and hath no light, let him truft in 
*' the name of the Lord, and (lay himfelf upon 
" his God. Faith is what the word of God evei* 
requires in order to falvation ; Jefus therefore 
when he purchafed falvation for his people, pur- 
chafed alfo whatever was neceflary in order to that 
falvation. Juft as a prudent man who would pur- 
chafe a houfe in the midft of a large field, would 
be careful at the fame time to buy a paflage to 
his houfe. Hence Jefus is faid to be ^' exalted a 
" prince and a Saviour to give repentance and re- 
*' miffion of fins. Afts v. 31. And Eph. ii. 8. 
Faith is declared to be the gijt of God ; Peter's 
faith IS faid to be of . God, " Blefied art thou 
*' Simon Bar-jona, for flefli and blood hath 
*' not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which 
" is in heaven. Math. xvi. 17. Hence alfo it 
gopears that Jefus did not only intend to make 
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falvadlon poflible, by relaxing the law, and dying 
to purchafe acceptance through imperfedt obedi- 
ence ; but to make falvation certain ( without 
which it could not with propriety be called falva- 
tion) procuring at the expence of his blood, all 
that pertained thereto, and fecurlng it to believers 
by his infallible word and promiie. 2dly, Sin 
had defaced the image of God on the foul, that 
moft effential image of himfelf, bolinefs y and here- 
by rendered the finner quite incapable of the en- 
joyiiient of God the chiefeft good. Jefus there- * 
fore to remove this evil, reftore God's im.age, and)C 
capacitate the finner to enjoy him, came into the 
wQrld, lived, died, rofe, and reigns above. Agree- 
abtleyto this his gracious purpofe, the Redeemer 
pi;ays, John xvii. 17, " Sanftify them through 
*' thy truth, thy word is truth." Thy word, the 
teftimony given concerning Jefus, the fum of the 
gofpcl ; this truth is of a holy cleanfing nature, 
'^ he that hath that hope, (twin filler of this faith) 
** purifies himfelf even as fie is pure, i John iii. 
3. He that believes " obtains a lot and portion 
** among them that are fanftified through faith 
" in Jefus Chrift. Aftsxxiv. 18. The feed fown 
in the believer is " incorruptible feed." i Pet. i. 
23. and the bleflfed fpiritthat regenerates them is 
^ bdlyfpirit. John iii. 3, Believers are " creat- 
" cd anew in Chrift Jefus, and old things arc 
". paflfed away. Jefus Chrift once fufftred ^ for 
•' fins, the Juft for the unjuft, that he might 
" bring us to God, i Pet, iii. 18. ift, In a 
way of reconcilement by pardoning bur fins, and 
removing the mountains of guilt that intervened, 
and cut off the communications of divine and fpi- 
ritual joys, and 2dly, In a way of enjoyment of 

that 
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that peace, that blifs, and heavenly delight, whieh 
fin bv reafon of it's defilement and contrariety to 
the divine purity, had rendered us utterly inca- 
pable of partaking in ; by reftoring his image to 
the foul, by the renovating power of his gracious 
fpirit, and by transforming the whole man by the 
efficacy of his grace, into that glorious form and 
likenefs of himfelf, which he cannot behold but 
with complacency and delight. Sanclification in 
the fcrlpture fenfe and language is fii ft, either le- 
gal as Heb. ix. 13. and herein is an emblem of 
the inward wafhing of the Holy-Ghoft, or 241y, 
c /angelical, and herein refpeds that perfeftion and 
certainty of the fpirit's work in believers as the 
lafallible effeft of the merits of Chrift. Ag^in. 
fanftlfication is either imputative, as i Cor. i. .30. 
*' Chrift is made unto us of God, wifdom, righte- 
^' oufnefs, fanftification and redemption -, or in- 
*' herent called the fari5lification of the fpirit.''^ 2 
Their, ii. 13. Believers being born of the fpirit 
(in order of time) previous to their being fuch, 
partake of the pure and holy nature of that fpirit 
which begot them, fo that faith itfelf concerning 
which fuch excellent things are faid in the word 
of God, is an holy aft, a divine and fpiritual ac- 
quiefcence in God's method of falvation, an un•^ 
feigned and cordial reception of his declared pur-n 
pole of the falvation of his people through the 
merits of his well-beloved fon. Hence the apoff* 
tie Paul reminding the Corinthians of their for- 
mer fins and liifts, adds, '^ but now- yc are fanc- 
*' tified, now ye are juftified in the name of the 
^* Lord Jefus, and by the fpirit of our God." i 
Cor. vi. II. Hence alfo the fame apoftle, Rom. 
Yiii. 30, fpeaking in refpe-<5t of the certainty of 

fal- 
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falvation to the called, {liith, " whom he juftifiedj 
*' them he alfo glorified." We may eafily from 
hence pafs on to a third thing included in that 
falvation, our Saviour intended for his people,^j{ 
•which is their glorification together with himfelf 
in heaven for ever and ever. But the exceeding 
fullnefs of that falvation being like the fountain 
from whence it firft took it's rile, namely, the 
LOVE OF GOD, is altogether immeafurable in 
the length and breadth, and height and depth 
thereof ; therefore a few things at prefent con- 
cerning it muft fufTice. It would be impoflible 
for us to form any conceptions of that ftate of 
blifs and glory that awaits the righteous, if God 
had not revealed it in his word ; therefore fiich 
blifs and glory cannot be hoped for, but thf ough 
faith ; otherwife we muft fuppofe a man to hope 
for what he does not believe to exift, which is 
abfurd, and contrary to the nature of hope. Now 
in refpeft to the happlnefs reierved for the juft, 
it may be confidered, ift. as it confifts in an ex-J* 
cmption from all forrow, fufiering, pain, grief,' 
and death itfelf ; this world is a ftate of alm.oft 
uninterrupted trial and difficulty, all our fweets 
are imbittered with the moft diftafteful ingredi- 
ents ; and our moft fanguine expeftations of fub- 
lunary good, arc blafted e'er we come to the en- 
joyment of them, or difappoint us in the pleafurc 
we had promifed to ourfelves therein. There is 
no tafting the honey of earthly pleafure, without 
a fcnfation of the pain arifing from the piercings 
of the thorn from which it is gathered. He that 
talks of perfeft happinefs below, is to be regard- 
ed as ojic in a fleep, and pleafed with a dream ; 
and he who wakiag iaduftrioufly feeks it, in any 

thing 
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thing befides God, is to be efteemed as one not 
in his right mind ; whom all that fee fliould pity, 
but none fhould imitate. True happinefs was 
baniflied from this world by fin, Adam enjoyedi 
it in his perfeft ftate, for God made Adam upright, 
andpure^ Feci. vii. 29. but the baneful fruit of 
the interdifted tree, vitiated his palate, robbed him 
of his comfort, entailed a curfe on the ground 
and all that fhould come from it. The peace 
that Jefus brings unto his people, is the i^m- 
pleafant plant that grew in Adam's nature, inrhi^ 
priftine ftate, and there and then 'till bl^ed t>y, 
fin, was like a tree planted by rivers of water ;! 
he lived under the bedewing unftion of the gra- 
cious fpirit, and was refrefhed by the beamsrjof 
beatific rays which Ihone upon his foul from 
cloudlefs fkies; but now 'tis an exotic, it is -a 
foreign plant, a plant that grows in heaven, and 
when tranfplanted hither, is fubjeft to a thoufand. 
blafts and nipping frofts. But in that land of 
blifs, that land of pure delight, where our all 
conquering captain fills the radiant throne •, what 
may we not expeft ? What evil may we fear ? 
Our blefled Lord in order as it were to leflen our 
efteem for earth and eanhly things ^ and en-, 
kindle in our hearts an infatiable thirft for noblcfj 
joys, has told us in his blefled word, what we may^ 
expeft as the leaft part of that happinefs he has^ 
purchafed with his blood, and is gone to take' 
pofleflion of, for all the chofen feed -, that ift. 
^here Jhall be no nighty nor darknefs^ Rev. xxii. 
5, 21, 23, 25. In this world we have the incef- 
fant viciffitudes of day and night, light and dark- 
nefs in perpetual round fucceed each other, aa 
emblem of the mutable ftate to which all things 

here 
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here are fubjeftcd ; but there the fun fhall rife 
with uneclipfing fplendor^ and with never fetting 
rays (hall fhine upon the juft. Or rather they 
Ihall need no fun, for the uncreated brightnefs of 
the refulgent Jehovah^ fhall for ever give them 
light ; fo faith the bleffed word, " And there 
** fhall be no night there, and they need no candle 
*' neither light of the fun -, for the Lord God 
" giveth them light." Rev. xxii. 5. Here, our 
moft= neceflary and delightful employment fufFers 
frequent interruptions by the returns of night and 
datknefs ; but there, the faints of God in the ful- 
lefl fenfe of that predidion, " Run without 
*"*earinefs, and walk without fainting,'' in the 
delightful way the Lord has prepared for them 
tO'^alk in ; they delight themfelves in the Lord, 
and have an uninterrupted joy in the God of their 
falvation, 2dly, The accujer of the brethren is 
n^w caft down for ever, he that was wont to ac-^^^ 
ctife them day and night before God, Rev. xii. 10. ' 
In this flate the moft eminent of God's fervants 
have been, and are oppofedby fatan ; if Job and 
his friends afTemble themfelves before God, fa- 
tin the grand adverfary appears in the midft of 
them. Job i. 6. 2. i. For what end ? No doubt 
to accufe and hinder their devotion. If Jolhua 
the high-priefl come before the Lord, fatan ap- 
pears at his right-hand to refifl him. Zech. iii. 
I. When the woman travailed in birth, and 
pained to be delivered the great red dra%on^ the 
devil, (tood before her to devour the child ; but 
in the bleffed kingdom of the Lamb^ this accu- 
fer and true difturber of Ifrael fhall have place no 
more ; no more accufations fhall be preferred, for 
there fhall be none to accufe, nor aught to accufe 

ofj 
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of; for " the people that fhall dwell there Ihali 
" be forgiven their iniquity." If. xxv. ii. 
3dly, Here we carry the cumbrous load of flefh 
y*- and blood, and our better part is united to a trail, 
ikkly and mortal body ; the feeds of almoil innu- 
merable difeafes are fown in our nature, thefe 
take deep root in us, and in fpight of all our 
fldll to prevent it ripen into mortality. Tortur- 
ing pain, and emaciating ficknefs, fell companion ! 
Prey upon our bodies doomed to duft, and often 
make life itfelf a burden. Oh happy regions ! 
where mortality (hall be /wallowed up of li/e^ and 
none of the dreadful harbingers of death Ihall 
ever come* Thcre^ fays the evangelical prophet, 
** thf inhabitant fliall not fay, I am fick ." If xxxiii. 
24. No faith the fpirit ^' nor ftiall there be any 
*• more pain, for the former things are palled a- 
way/* Rev. xxi. 4. BlefTed Paul difcourfing of the 
tranfcendent excellency of that wilhed-for ftate 
fays, '' That the corruptible body is fown in cor- 
" ruption, but raifed in incorruption •, is fown in 
" diflioncur, but raifed in glory ; it is fown in 
** weaknefs, is raifed in power ; it is fown a na- 
*' tural body it is raifed a fpiritual body." 1 Cor. 
XV. 42, 43.. And again, " He fhall change our 
" vile body, that it may be fafhioned like to his 
" glorious body." 4thly, All the trials of God's 
dear children fliall then be over ; no more fhall 
V the prince of darknefs diflurb their tranquil breafls 
by evil and blafphemous fuggeflions ; no more 
ftiall the vain allurements and bewitching wiles 
of a delufive world enfnare their minds, captivate 
their affeftions, or intrude with its perplexing 
cares to hinder their devotions ; for the wicked 
worldy the wicked devil, and the wicked heart, 

ihall 
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fliall then ceafe from troubling^ and their wiorj 
fouls^ fouls weary of the world, the devil, and 
of fin, Jhali be at reft. Job iii. 17* Lo! 
this is part of that falvation, part of that happi- 
nefs our bleffed Lord intended for his people 5 but 
*' eye hath not feen, ear hath not heard, nor has 
** it entered into the heart of man to conceive what 
*^ God has prepared for thofe that love him. 

The blifs of the righteous will be inconceivably 
rapturous and compleat, inafmuch as 5thly, They ^ 
fliall be with Chrift ; what heart defires more rV- 
What more can be dcfired or wiftied for ? This 
would be heaven in the hotteft place of hell, and 
heaven itfelf would be no place of happinefs if 
Chrift the Lord was not there. I am ready U XP 
with tbee^ faid Peter, to prifon and to death. It 
was well fpoken honeft Peter, doubtlefs tbefe 
was awillingnefs of fpirit, though a weakness id 
th^ flefh, as upon trial it appeared, but with God 
the will, ( when his children can no more than 
will) is accepted for the deed, and Peter was af- 
terwards comforted by the gracious promife q£ 
the Lord, that his defire fhould be accompiilhed. 
" Let not your heart be troubled,'* faid the dear 
Redeemer, " ye believe in God, believe alfo in 
" me, in my father*s houfe are many manfions^ 
'* I go to prepare a place for youj and if I go. 
*' and prepare a place for you, I will come agarn 
*' and receive you to myfelf, that were I am there 
** ye may be alfo. John xiv. i, 2, 3, Nothing 
gives a greater wound to love than abfence^ but 
the prefence of the beloved objed creates new and 
fenfible delight ; " we love him" (is the language 
of every believer,) " becaufe he firft loved U3>** 
I Johniv. 19. But this love makes, the true be- 
liever 
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liever fo as to dcfire Jefus, that while abfent from 
him in thebodyy he is as one in a ftrange coun- 
try, and far from borne \ and his defire is to depart 
and be with Cbrijt^ which faith he is better. Out 
blefled Saviour knew that this was fo eflential a. 
part of the happinefs of his people, that he par- 
ticularly prays for it in their behalf, John xvii. 
24. " Father I will that they alfo whom thou 
*' haft given me be with me where I am.** God*s 
people in this world are like Ihips at fea in a 
violent ftorm, but Jefus ftands upon the fhore, 
or walks to their affiftance on the waves, and brings 
them to the peaceful port, the quiet harbour of 
his breaft, where ftorms and Wafts fhall dtfturb 
them no more. The comfortable contemplation 
of this happy ftate, accompanied with a lively hope 
of the enjoyment thereof, was thought more than 
enough by the apoftle Paul, to allay the difqui- 
etudes and counter-ballance all the trials and af- 
fliftions the people at Theflalonica (hould be exer- 
cifed with ; and therefore reminds them particular- 
ly of this part of the felicity that awaited them, 
that they fhould be with Jcfus ; for faith he ; 
" The Lord himfelf fhall defcend from heaven, 
" with a fhout, with the voice of the archangel^ 
" and with the trump of God ; and the dead in 
*' Chrift fliall rife firil: •, then we which are alive 
*' and remain fhall be caught up together with 
" them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 
*' and fo fhall we ever be with the Lord.** i ThefT. 
iv. 16, 17. Again, 6thly, This happinefs will be 
- heightened by an open and full vifion of our a- 
' dorable Saviour •, the cleareft views the believer 
has of Chrift here are obfcure and clouded, for 
" we now fee through a glafs," and therefore v/ich 

lefs 
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ifi{$ perfpicuity, and " that darkly,'* therefore can- 
not fee in fuch lively ftrokes the beauty that ra- 
yifhes the foul ; but then we Jhall fee bimface to 
face. Glorious fight ! To fee our father, brother, 
^benefadlor, and our friend ; now praifed, revered, 
adored by all. His frowns more terrible than hell 
itfelf, will drive the difpifers of his grace, and 
rebels to his royalty, to feek a fheltcr in the thick- 
eft gloom of the tartarian (hades ; and gladly 
plunge into the hotteft flames of eyerlafting fire, 
to ^fcape the terror of his angry brow. His fmilcs, 
•who can conceive the blifs ? His fmiles will tran- 
iport the foul with pleafure never tafted, never 
known before. Jefus will then appear to be, what 
he^bas ever been efteemed by his bride, " the 
'^^faireft among ten thoufand fairs, and altogether 
*/ lovely." Abraham rejoiced to fee his day at 
a diftance, the day of his incarnation which was 
to be a time of- fufFering, fcorn, and contempt 
and to iflue in death ; how much more will Abra- 
ham and all his faithful children rejoice to fee him 
now exalted, fovereign Lord^ not crowned with 
piercing thorns, but with a crown of light and 
glory. It is faid of Auftin that he greatly defircd 
to have feen Chrilt in the fiefh •, but how will this 
lofs be compenfated by feeing him in the fpirit ; 
vthat is, having now reaffiimed his dignity and 
•glory,' the glory he had with the Father before 
the world was, and as king of kings and lord of 
lords, now adored by all heaven's hoft •, for we 
fliall now fee him as he is. i John iii. 3, one 
. with the Father and the fpirit, one co-eflential 
undivided Lord. Once more, Jefus intending 
nothing ftiort of falvation the moft perfcft, moft 
confummate and complete, as the purchafe of his 

^ pre- 
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precious blood ; has affiired his people ^ tKxf* 
crown of all their joys the full enjoyment of him- 
felf. Language is poor and infulficicnt when de- 
fcribing this tranfcendant felicity, to fupply ui 
with ideas adequate, and fuitable thereto ; for who '' 
can conceive how much is comprehended in that- 
promife, 1 will be to ibem a God. When the great 
partriarchal pilgrim was called from his country 
and his father^s houfe, this promife was to be his 
ftay and fupport in every ftrange land where he 
fliould fojourn ; " I will eftablifh my covenUrit'^ 
" with thee, to be to thee a God/' Gen. xviiv 7.-' 
And that he might fear no force, no famine^ ■ 
the Lordfaid unto him, ver. ift, '' lam theAH^^ 
*' mighty God, the all-fufficient God •,'* all thy A^ 
wants fhall be fupplied by me, and flow from me, \'- 
as the inexhauftible fource of all blefiings. And 
the fulfillment of this promife in its utmoft import^ i 
is the completion of thofe joys referved for the '( 
juft. This beatific fight, and fruition of God iir.^ri 
beautifully defcribed by the royal pfalmifl:, Pf.' i 
xvi. II. "In thy prefence is fullnefs of joy," 
joy mofl: pure without mixtureof pain •, joy moft 
full without interruption or dimunition. '* At 
*' thy right hand there are pleafures for evermore." . 
Pleafures that never cloy, never pall upon the ap* :u 
petite, or lofe their relifh by continued enjoyment j^q'l 
but are pleafures ftill to-day, to-morrow, and for-rJfl' 
evermore. When highly favoured John faw hea- . »f 
ven opened, in extatic vifion, and heard the holy • 
harpers in the mofl: lofty ftrains adore the eternal 
king ; it was told- him, that their happinefs was 
perlefted in that " the Lord God fhould dwell a- 
** mong them ;" the confequence of this would 
be, ^' they (hall hunger no more, neither thirft 

^\ any 
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^* any more, neither (hall the fun light on them 
*' nor arly heat. For the Lamb which is in the 
*' midft of the throne, fhall feed them, and fhall 
** lead them to living fountains of water ; and 
*' God fhall wipe away all tears from their eyes.'* 
Rev. vii. i6j 17. If any thing can be fuppofed 
to make an addition to happinefs fo perfeft, fo j 
Compleat, it muft be this, that it is eternal.— ^-7" 
Here, tides of the moft confummate felicity flow 
without ebb, or intermifTion ; pleafures in ceafe- 
iefs fucceflion roll, and in perpetual circles run. 
The river of God is full of all the foul can wifli, 
or heart conceive, whofe limpid ftreams fliall ne- 
ver, never ceafe to flow. How rapturous is that 
fong, " Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty, 
*' which was, arid is, and is to come.'* And how 
nobly grand and glorious is the chorus ; when 
thofe beafts give glory, and honour, and thanks, 
to him that fat on the throne, the four and twenty 
elders fall down, and worfhip him that liveth for 
ever and ever. 

This is the falvation our blelTed and adorable 

Jefus intended for his people ; this is the falvatioii 
e has purchafed for them, at the expence of his 
precious blood. This is the falvation that is no 
lefs certain, and infured unto them, than chat the 
facrifice made of himfelf in order thereto was fuf- 
ficient ; which has been proved in the preceding 
difcourfe. For if Chrift's facrifice was prcptlia- 
tory^ God is reconciled in him, and every believer 
in the triumphant language of the apoftle Paul, 
may now fay, " who fliall lay any thing to the 
*' charge of God's eleft. It is God that jufl.i« 
" fieth, who is he that condcmneth } It is Chrift 
•* that died, yea rather that is rifen again." If 
H Chrift's 
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Chrift's facrlfice was vicarious^ if he aftually died 
in the room and ftead of the finner -, by what law 
orjuftice can the finner be obnoxious to? It is 
true he has offcnde-, has contracled a debt of five 
thoufand talents perhaps ; but what of this ? Je- 
fus his furety has difchargcd it all. The finner 
it is alfo true, had nothing to give him a right- 
ful title to heaven and happinefs -, but Jefus his 
furety and [ubjluute^ the foedtral head, fulfilled 
the law, mognifiedandmadeit honourable ; wrought 
out, and brought in an everlaftin^r^ fpotlefs, and 
compleat ri^hteoufnefs^ and imputes it to the bc- 
I'ever. If Chrift's facrifice was complete and full ^ 
to purchafe and procure the falvation he intended 
for his people •, the happinefs of the finner ftands 
not upon the precariovis bottom of his perform- 
ances ; nor is the golden crown refcrved for him 
in glory, to be placed upon the head of an image, 
part gold, and part clay. It appears upon the 
whole, that this glorious falvation we have feebly 
and faintly deicrlbcd, is fure and certain ; and 
fure to all that " are in Chrift Jefus who walk 
" not after the flefh, but after the fpirit." But 
the grand queftion that concerns us to be folved 
to the fatisfa(!:lion of cur own confcience, is, Am 
I in Chrift ? Have I any good ground to hope 
God in him is reconciled to me ? Did he die 
for me ? Have I any part in that rig^teoufncfs 
he hath wrought out ? Thefe are queftions of no 
fmall iniportai^.ce ; and the ufe that fliould be 
made of all that has been faid, fnould be to prcfs 
the enquiry clofe upon the confcience ; the aflift- 
ing you in which, fiiall (God permitting) be the 
fuhject of another difcourfe. 

SER- 
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1 PETER, ii. 24. 

iPf^I)0 his own felf bare our SinSy in his 
own Body on the Tree. 

MA N's reafon, amidft the thickeft clouds 
of ignoiance and error, has by the in- 
nate power of which it at prefent (tands >* 
poffeft, been ablelTiough by darkly feeling after, ^ 
to difcover thefe momentous and felf- evident 
truths : namely, that there is one great and glo- 
rious caufe of all exiftent things, for- as nothing 
can give what it has not, all that has a being, owes 
it exiftence, and is the effeft of fome firit great , 
caufe. This great caufe is perceptible by reafon 
in it's wonderful effeds, (of which the reafoning • 
faculty itfelf is not the leaftj and in the things 
that are made reafon cannot but perceive an emi- 
nent difplay of the eternal godhead, power and 
wifdom fhining forth illuftrioufly in the armies of 
heaven, and all created things of the earth. Reafon 
alio has the power to contemplate herfelf, and has 
iong fince fixed it as a law, that this mafs of flefh 
iind blood is not the thing called reafon, butfome- 
thing far inferior to it, fubj.6led to difeafe and 
death, and liable to corruption ; but that the rea-^ 
H 2 fon^ 
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fon, foul, or life, is incorruptible 5 and when thit 
body dies mud live, and think, and realbn ftilL 

This laft, has received from revelation all the con- 
firmation one could a(k or wifh; " we are told, 
" it is appointed for us once to die, but after 
" that the judgment •, that the body fhall return 
" to the ea; th as it was, but the fpirit (hall return 
*' to God chat gave it ;" but how the foul fhall 
be difpofed of after the diffolution of the body ; 
whether we have any good ground to hope that 
our after being, will not be worfe than not to be 
at all, is a point of folcmn enquiry, and is intend- 
ed to be the fubjed of this difcourfe. 

That falvation, and that the moft comprehen- 
five, extenfive and glorious, is certain to fomc,^ 
in confequence of the facrifice madeBy"'6ur Sa^^ 
viour of himfelf has already been Ihewn ; whether 
we are included in that number, let us now pro- 
ceed to enquire. But it perhaps may not bea- 
mifs before we enter upon the principal defign, 
to lay before you the following Cautions. 

Caution ift. Let none of you think it an in- 
different thing whether you be in Chrifl or not, 
or fneer at a phrafc fo common in fcripture, as 
an unmeaning quaint term ; for the word of God 
, knows no other way to obtain this falvation but 
through Chrift. Chrifl is the alpha and omega in 
grace -, the author and finijher of fait h^ the way in 
which a man muft walk that would ever come 
at heaven -, the truths by which alone a man can 
be diredbd to believe and ad aright ; the life^ 
which animates and impowers a feeble faint to 
(land as the beaten anvil to the ftroke^ amidft all 
the oppofition, difcouragements and trials he is 
cxercifcd with, in his way to the kingdom. Do 

not 
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not think that regeneration^ faith^juftificaiiotf^ Gfr. \ 
arc words without meaning ; and that if you do but ' 
live quiet and peaceable lives, be honeft and up- 
right in your dealings, &c. nothing more is re- 
quired to give you a title to glory. The bible 
would be the moft unintelligible book in the 
world if this was true \ and be fo far from being 
level to the capacity of a wayfaring man^ that 
the moft wife and fubtle doftor, muft learn it'« 
meaning, in fomething fonign to it's precepts. 
** Except a man be born again, he cannot fee the 
*' kingdom of God/' John iii. 3. *' Without 
•' faith it is impoflible to pleafe him." Hcb xi, 
6. And, '* he that believes not, is condemned 
** already, and the wrath of Godabideth on him.** 
Jehn iii. 36. ** Yea, he that believeth not (hall 
" be damned." Mark xvi. 16. Again, " He 
*' that believeth on this man is juftified from all 
" things, from which he could not be juftified 
*' by the law of Mofes." Afts xiii. 39. " but 
^' there is no other name given under heaven t- 
** mong men by which he we can be faved." Ch. 
iv. 12. Therefore I fay, think it not an indiffe- 
rent thing whether you be in Chrift or no, for 
we are accepted in the beloved^ and in him only. 

Caution id. Think not the enquiry I am about 
to lead you into a matter of mere indifference, and 
that a matter of faft will be the fame, as to the truth 
of it, whether you know it or no ; for firft, your 
indifference about it, and unwillingnefs to enter ^ 
^pon it, bears a bad afpeA on your fuppofed*/- 
grace ; it being the delire of a gracious foul to 
known the woiA of itfelf, and to have all fin de- 
tected and laid open, " Search mc O God, and 
^^ know my heart ; try me and know my thoughts/* 
H 3 faid 
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faid holy David. Pf cxxxix. 23. 2d. If upon im-? 
partial and pious enquiry you are found yet afar 
off from Chrift ; you are yet on earth, not in hell ; 
you are in the houfe of God, not at his awful 
bar ; and it is much more defirable to have mif- 
takes of infinite concern difcovered, while it is 
poflible they may be correfted, than to be of that 
number hereafter, who fhall cry Lord^ Lord^ open 
to us^ and be rppulfed with thofe awful words, 1 
know you nol. 3d. If upon examination you have 
fome goud ground to hope that all is well with you, 
this will open to you a freOi fource of confolation, 
will infpire you with a kind of new life, animate 
you with renewed courage to take the field againft 
your fpiritual foes, and give you boldnefs in the 
prefence of your friends. What can be more 
^ cheating to a foldier in the doubtful field, than for 
J his captain to come and affure him of viftory. So 
thd feeblcft faint being found in Jefus, (hall be 
mighty through him to fuft^n the fierceft oppo- 
fition, and obtain the crown. 

Caution 3d. In this important enquiry, I in- 
treat you truft not to a peradventure, if greater 
certainty can be obtained-, for remember your 
peradventure, may preponderate eiiher way •, per- 
haps it is fo ; but perhaps it is not fo ; and then 
you are undone for ever. Men do not chufe to 
reft the little affairs of this life on a doubtful 
bottom, but endeavour fo to fecure their eftates 
and properties that none may have power to wrcft 
them out of their hands : and Ihould you be Icfs 
careful for falvation ? We read of fome, that had 
attained a good degree of boldnefs in the Lord, and 
had a ftrong ajfurance that he was their God. 
Holy David fays, " I fought the Lord and he 

" heard 
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*' heard me, and delivrred me out of all my fear/* 
Pf. xxxiv. 4. And in confidence of this iaith, 
** I will not fear though an hoft of men fliould 
** encamp againft me/' Pf. xxvii. 3. The be- 
loved apoftle laith, " We know that we havepaf- 
** fed from death unto life, and we know that we 
** are of God." i Johniii. 14,5,19. Since there- h 
fore more is attainable than a baie perhaps, or:,- 
peradventure, reft not fji isfi-d with this; butj( 
earneftly feek for that greater certainty. * 

• Caution 4th. Take heed of meafuring yourfelf 
by another man's meafure; of making the ftature 
of your friend or neighbour the ilandard of your 
chriftianity ; or of weighing yourfelf in the un- 
certain fcales, of any luppoied good man. For * 
I ft. We have no reafon to believe that our ac-*' 
ceptance will depend on our comparative good- 
nefs, and that becaufe another is more wicked 
Ifhan myfelf, or lefs righteous, therefore I fhall be 
faved ; which reafoning were It true, would allot 
falvation to all but the worft. 2d. Nor will it be 
fafe for you to make the flat u re of your friend, 
or neighbour, your ftandard for chrluianity ; for 
ill. It is poffible the perlon you fix for your pat- 
tern, may be a very dwarf in grace, or perhaps 
have no grace at all •, and then you are in danger 
of taking up with the fhadow, the mere Ikeleton 
of religion, and live and die a ftranger to the fub- 
ftance •, and then you're ruined. 2d. Or if the 
perlon you fix on for your rule be wild and ex- 
travagant in his notions, having modelled them 
in his own imagination, and not according to the 
pattern given in the mount •, and will allow no 
grace to have place in your heart, fo long as you 
reel any motions of fin, or that you can be born 

of 
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of God while one finful thought remains ; yoi^ 
will be in danger of depreciating the grace yoa 
already may partake of, and of indulging the 
moft defponding, and diiquieting thoughts con- 
cerning your final ftate. Or ftiould he be one 
who largely partakes of the grace of God, and 
^s grounded and fettled in the faith -, you may be 
led to conclude that becaufc you are not a father, 
you are not a child, and becaufe you cannot per-r 
form the feats of a ftrong man, that you have no 
ftrength at all, nor partake of the nature of man. 
Again 3dly. You fliould not weigh yourfelf in the 
fcale of any fuppofed good man, i ft, becaufe it 
is a difficult matter for us truly to know ourfelves^ 
much more to know one another ; he whom you 
fuppole to be a good man, may poflibly in the 
eye of God be much the reverfe. 

None but our Saviour could certainly know 
that the Pharifees in his day, who made fo great 
^ fhow of religion, were but like whited fepul- 
chres ; and while they had a fair outfide, were 
all uncleannefs within : and your danger in copy- 
ing after fuch a one, is too great not to warn you 
of. But fhould he be all that you fuppofe him, 
it will be quite unfafe for you implicitly to follow 
him ; for as you attempt to copy his virtues, you 
may unawares be led to imitate his vices ; '' fof 
'* there is not a juft man upon earth that doth 
" good, and finneth not." Ecclef. vii. 20, 

Caut. 5th. In feeking to know how it ftands be- 
tween God and your precious fouls, take goo4 
I heed that your own hearts do not deceive you -, the 
» heart fays the prophet " is defperately wicked, 
" and deceitful above all things." We woukl 
generally conftrutS our own cal"e in the moft fa- 
vourable 
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vourable maaner, and prophecy fmooth things to 
ourfelves. But^alal's this is a great vanity, for if 
our cafe be not really good, oiir londrefs tor fclf 
will not profit -, nor will our foothcd falfiiood, by 
^ny of our felfifh a6ft become a truth. In this 
enquiry a fincerity and faithful nefs proportioned 
to the iinportance of the iubjcct, (liould run 
through the whole undertaking; and left we 
(hould millake our cafe and ftate after all, we 
Ihould with the royal faint, pray that the Lord 
would fearch us, that he would look welly and lead 
us into the way everlajtin^. 

Caut. 6th. Let nothing determine your cafe, 
but confeienee in concurrence with the word of ^ 
God. When you begin toenquire into the grounds**^ 
o£ your hope of falvation come ftript as much 
as poflibk of all pre - conceived notions and 
€>pinions; the prejudices of party, and of educa- 
tion, have a mighty influence upon us. Precepts 
and principles fucked in with the milk, incorpo-' 
rate thernfelves with our flelh and bones as it were, 
and are hardly eradicated, yea are with much dif- 
ficulty fubdued and correfted with matureft rea- 
fon. Yet as much as may, be forgetting all you \ 
have heard, and difregarding all you have learned ; | 
come fimpiy as a finner to know from God's ownk 
mouth, as it were, what you muft do to be i^vtA ; \ 
and whether from what you know, or have per-| 
ceived of yourfelf, you have any juft caufe tot 
hope that you are a chi d of God. ' 

Having laid before you thefecautions which I beg 
your attention to ; I go on to affift vou in tlie er*» 
quiry •, only permit me to obferve, that the quef- 
iton to be put, is not, " Do I know that Chrift has 
^' loved me, and has given bimfelf for me,*' nor, 

" Do 
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*' Do I know the time when, the place where, or 
•' the nnanner how." All whichf although they 
may be true in the experience of fome, yet are by 
no means to be infifted on as the common ftand- 
ard for all. But the grand^quellion in the pre- 
fent enquiry is, '' Havel any good ground from 
*' God's infallible' word to believe that I am born 
« of God ?*' 

Regeneration, is the firft beginning of the fpi- 
ritual life, all that precedes it, is from nature, 
and is defiled, and rendered loathfome by fin. 
^ The very prayers of the unregenerate, are but 
^ hideous howlings in the ears of God ; for it is 
Impoflible they can be fincere, or have any thing 
truly fpiritual in them, where all is corrupt and 
defiled, from whence true prayer can proceed. 
Prayer is a pious breathing of the foul after God, 
but it muft argue a grofs mifconception of our 
natural ftate, and great inattention ro the fcrip- 
tural account of our condition, to fuppofe a foul 
fincerely fuing for help, and fuccour, to that God, 
whom it naturally hates, and to whofe mod pure 
and perfect law, it fcorns to fubmit. Rom. viii. 
7. The above aflertion however fevere it may 
, feem, is well fupported by holy writ ; '• The fa- 
" crifices of the wicked are an abomination to the 
" Lord." Prov. xv, 8. And, '* much more 
*' when the) are prefented ^ith a wicked mind." 
Ch. xxi. 27. Such an offerer, faith the prophet If. 
Ixvi. 3, " is as a murderer in God's fight when he 
*' killeth an ox, or if he offer a lamb, it is as if 
" he cut offa dog's neck •," a creature fo vile under 
the law that it was not redeemable. 

Our bieflfed Lord in his pilgrimage below, once 
faid, " the days fhallcome, when thedead fhall hear 

" the 
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^* the voice of the Son of God, and they that hear 
*^ (hall live -," -one of thefe biefied days Saul of 
Tarfus faw, when filled with rage and madnefs 
againft the followers of Jefus he obtained letters 
from the high-priell to Damaicus, that he might 
bring to prifon and death, all that he found in 
that way. 

It does not appear that all his pharifaical holi-- 1 
nefs, had any root but that of corrupt nature ; and 
where the tree is not firft madt- oood, it is in vain •- «^ 
to expeft any fruit but bad. It is highly proba- 1 
ble, that life-giving word, which the Lord Jefus 
fpake, was the firft beginning of fpiritual life- in 
his foul ; and now it is faid of him to nnanias. 
Behold he prayeib. Afts ix. 11. When Peter 
preached on the day of peniecoft, and the blefled 
Ipirit accompanied his Vvord Vviili an extraordina- 
ry power, brooding over the dark and uninform- 
ed hearts of thofe that heard ; they began imme- 
diately to breathe the ferious and pioi.s enquiry, 
wen and brethren what jhall zve no? Afts ii. 37, 

From thefe inftances you may obferve what iSv^ 
the firft and loweft degree of the fpiritual life; a 
pious breathing, and an holy hungering after God. 
The incorruptible feed thus fown in the heart, 
fbmetimes like feed caft into the ground in win- 
ter, lies buried as it were beneath the rubbifh of 
the carnal, fenfual and earthly mind ; and is 
fcarcely feen to bud or bloffom in any holy duty, 
by reafon of a multitude of difcouragements on 
one hand, and manifold allurements on the o- 
ther. 

It is in this ftate the f)ul feems fufpended 
betwixt hope and fear, defiring yet diftrutting, 
determined to follow after, yet almoft deterred ; 

the 
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the fear of man, the love of fame, and the things of 
this prefent life, feem at fometimes to have gotten 
quiet the upper hand j and if a defire after Go4 
remains at all, it appears fo weak and enfeebled, 
that it is fcarce perceptible. Yet remember, O 
thou feeble one, Jefus does not bnak the bruifid 
reedy nor quench the fmoaking flax -, thou doftnot 
yet perhaps break forth into a flame of love for 
Chrift i but there can be fire without flame ; 
it may be thou perceived no fire, for all is cold 
within •, yet there may be fmoak where neither 
fire nor flame appear •, and Jefus will not ^utncb 
it. The feed fown in the heart, is like a fpark 
dropt into the fca ; but it is a fpark from Jefus, 
a fpark of heavenly Lve^ and piany waters can- 
not quench it. 1 he feed fown in the heart is nr- 
corruptible j it is a living and life-giving princi- 
ple, and although like a grain of muftard-fecd, 
yet Ihall it grow to a large tree in glory, 

2d. The work of grace has appeared in fome 
in the firft flages of life ; they have longed for 
God, delighted in his word, and in every pious 
path ; have bowed in fecret at his footfl:. ol, and 
fought where to weep before him in fecret, and 
pour out the tender foul in fervent prayer at a 
throne of grace. Such a devout difpofition has 
appeared perhaps for many years, and after this, 
all has fcemed cold and dead and entirely loft. 
; Yet you muft obferve, where the foul is truly re- 
■ generate and born of the fpirit; conviftion and 
1 remorfe, wiirftill follow the foul, and imbitter all 
i it's fweets -, will frequently extort and force it to. 
• relolve to turn again to God. The confcience of 
fuch perfon, will never fail to vifit him when a- 
lone i if he runs all day from God, God's vice- 
gerent 
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gerent will be fare to meet with him at night ; 
nor can the foul thus born of God go on in fin, 
but he will be wounded in the very adt ; nor will 
his bleeding confcience ever fufFer him to be at 
reft, 'till he is brought to bewail his fins, and ' 
humbly confefs his wickednefs, lying at the feet 
of the bleeding Jefus. 

If you fhould afk a perfon in this ftate, how 
it is he can be pleafed with fin, and flight and 
negledt the fervice of the Lord ? His anfwer would 
be, that he is fo far from taking pleafure in fin, that 
he hates it from his very foul ; and is far from 
allowing that which he does ; and although fays 
he " I confefs with fliame that I negled the fer- 
*^ vice of God, and hereby may feem to flight 
*' it, yet, / delight in his law after the inner man > 
" for faith he, // is not /that do evil, f inafmuch v 
" as I condemn, znAdiihWovfit) but Jin that dwel^ * 
" letb in me'' 

jdly. When the heavenly wind breaths new 
life into the foul, it infufes a moft. excellent an- 
tidote for expelling that diabolical poifon of pride 
out of the heart ; for fuch an one conceives him- 
felf to be the vileft creature upon earth ; and 
many in this view of themfelves could have been 
glad had it been polTible, to have changed their 
condition with the meaneft animal or vileft rep- 
tile. Holy David fays of himfelf, / am a very 
worm^ and no man ; blefled Paul, / am the chief of 
Jinners ; and the publican in the temple, from a 
conception of his own unwoithinefs, would not 
fo much as life up his eyes to heaven ; but fmotc 
upon his breaft, faying, God be merciful to me a 
/inner. Little do poor trembling finners think 
lyhat gracious purpofes of love, the Lord has at 

that 
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that time towards them, and what a foundatioii 
he is laying in their hearts for a glorious ttet^f 
nity. 

How hard it is to perfuade tbefe poor in fpirii^ 
that theirs is the kingdom of Gody whereas in fafl^ 
they are blefled, while they mourn that blefling 
is fo far from them, and while they feem to feefc 
an abfent God, God fets up his tabernacle with 
them, and in them. How full of confolation^ 
and how pertinent to this, are the words of I£ 
ch. Ivii. 15, "I dwell, faith the Lord, in the 
** high and holy place, with him alfo that is of a 
** contrite and humble fpirit." It is the proper- 
ty of grace to humble the haughtinefs of man, 
and the higher a perfon rifcs in the attainment 
of this, the lower he will always fink in his own 
efteem ; it was wifely therefore faid of one, *' we 
*' muft go down to come at heaven,*' that is, 
down in our own eyes, I fuppofe while I am 
fpeaking thus, you are ready to afk, What was 
the publican then you have juft mentioned, and 
who manifefted fo great figns of humility, fuch 
an abundant partaker of grace ? I anfwer, that 
he had grace cannot be denied, for without this 
he could not poffibly have feen his own deformity^ 
for darknefs difcovers not darknefs, but what foever 
maketb manifeft is light. Again, it is certain he 
had more grace than the boafting pharifee, whofe 
haughty heart, a ftranger to grace, difdaincd him y 
for he went down to hts houfe jufiified rather than 
the other ; but had both been deftitute of grace, 
there could have been no reafon for preference. 
y Again, as the publican was a partaker of grace, 
\ he muft hav^Jbeen regeneratt*, fince all grace in 
adioHTls the eHeSk of the fpirit's work upon the 
f i ; ioul^ 
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foul, and there is no work of the fpirit, previous ^■ 
to the work oF regeneration, 

4thly, When the divine light fhines into the 
foul, and leads a finner to the knowledge of him- 
felf, he prefently begins to fa at nought and loath 
his own righteoufnefs, for, fays he, " 1 have it 
^* is true, had a form of godlinefs, I have read 
*' the fcriptures, and heard the word preached at 
*' almofl: every opportunity •, I alfo have prayed 
*' with my family, and have been careful to fup- 
*' port a good charafter in the world •, I have dif- 
*' charged my juft debts, and often relieved the 
*^ neceffitous. But continues he, I did all thefe 
*' things from a principle of love to myfelf, and 
*' not to God •, I fhould at any time have been 
*' glad he would have difpenfed with the fervices 
*' I did \ for I had no pieafure in the work, my 
** eye was upon the wages ; and could I have 
*' been aflured in any moderate degree, that hea- 
*' ven could have been obtained without this Ihew 
** of holinefs, I fhould prefently have relinquifhed 
*' a labour I had fo little love to." Befides, adds he, 
*^ I am now convinced, that if it had been poflible 
*' my works could have been done in fincerity, and 
*' with an eye to God's glory, the very beft of them ^ 
*' would have been of no avail -, feeing they were \ 
** not only defiled as proceeding from a nature fo 
*' corrupt, but were at beft fo exceedingly imper- 
*' fed and deficient •, they might it is true carry an 
*' afpe6t of dignity, when in competition v/ich my 
** fellow- worms, but when wei^^hed in the balance 
*' of the fanftuary, they would have been found 
*' altogether lighter than vanity." Thus a foul en- 
lightened by the fpirit of God exclaims againil all 
it's imaginary goodnefs, and felf- laboured work, 

where 
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wherein it has been exercifed ; for it now appears 
that all fuch riibttouf^eff^s nitre hut fiUky rmgs^ 
and this apparent ^-.(a-cj? uas but like the morn- 
ing dew. Such p-rfon is now led to trace back 
thefe ftreams cf various action to the fountain 
head, an evil and corrupt heart; and then per- 

^' ceives, they mud heeds be all alike impure, for 
they had iflued from one fountain ; which could 
not fend forth bo:h fweet and Wtter ftreams. 
Here he makes a ftand, and furveys himfelf by a 
light fhlning from above, and fees his nature all 
corrupt, defiled and unclean -, and that there is 
no found part, from the crown of the head, to 
the foles of the feet ; there is nothing but wounds 

^ and bruifes^ and putrifying fores^ which have not 
at all been bound up, neither Mollified with oint^ 
ment. He now appears to himfelf to be at once 
a miracle of fin, and a miracle of mercy ; he has 
nothing to plead in his own behalf, but being 
found guilty, is conftrained to confefs, 1 have Jin- 
ned^ what (hall I do unto thee^ O thou preferver 
of men. He can no longer think of repairing the 
breaches, becaufe he fees himfelf altogether help- 
lefs, and is conftrained to own, / know that in 
me^ that is^ in my flefh^ there dwells no good thing. 
Now how difficult it is to perfuade one in this 
cafe, that the feeds of immortality are really fown 
in his nature, and that thefe are the buddings of 
heavenly glory hereafter to be perfeded in his 
foul ; yet what can be more certain % he did not 
always fee himfelf in this condition, becaufe he 
had no light whereby to fee -, and unlefs it could 
be fuppofed, that the foul {t^%^ and knows, and 
taftes, before it lives ; all which is grofly abfurd, 

-, ■ it follows, that fpiritual life is begun, fuch ^ 

.^^. foul 

^ A . . .i , - ■ , -v. ^■ 
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ibul is regenerate^ ^orn of God^and fhallnot come // 
into condemnation. ** 

It is objcfted here, that many have had ftrong de- 
iires, and earneft wifhes for falvation, with fome 
degrees of joy and comfort in the means of ob- 
taining it, who in all human probability died im- 
penitent, were thefe regenerated and born of God ? 
It is readily granted that many have defired falva- 
tion, and earneftly wiflied for heaven, whofe 
defires and wilhes did in no wife fpring from true 
grace in the heart ; but from the ftings of jtatural / 
confcience, and the fears arifing herefromioF alter ♦ 
mifcry. This is very common when perfons are 
either alarmed with fome fuddcn, ftriking, and 
unexpedted providence; or when threatened with 
death and the awful thoughts of a future ftate^ to 
which before time, they had too little attended. 
Self-love,- naturally prompts to felf-prel'ervation, 
and the apprehenfions of danger, naturally roufe 
the moft carelefs, and fupine to feekfecurity -, but 
who can be fo inattentive as not to obferve daily 
fome of thefey. raifed from fick beds, fnatched by 
a kind of miracle from the yawning grave, or 
thrown into the greatcft. commotions by the death 
of a friend, or relation, or fome unexpefted and 
afHiftive providence, or rthreatning calamity, re- 
turning at the removal of the rod like a dog to 
its vomit, or afwine to its wallowing in the mire. 
It is no uncommon thing for perfons to wilh for 
heaven,; who have no relifh for holinefs on earth, 
nor could poffibly- find any fatisfadion there,;^were 
it poffiblc, they could be indulged in their vain 
defires; the pjiradife fpoken of by Mahomet, 
might fuit their unreoewed tafte, but the holy, 
fublime, fpiritual^. and exalted plq^ures, the chrif^ 
I " tia» 
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tian hopes for, would yield nothing of comfort 
to the carnal mind ; for as the natural man difcerns 
not the things of the Jpirit of God^ becaufe they 
are fpiritual^ for the fame reafon it is, they are 
empcy and unfatisfaftory to him. 

Again, we have good authority to affim, that fome 
may hear the word with joy, and immediately pro- 
duce fome figns of grace, and yet are not regenerat- 
ed ; the feed did but fall dnjiony ground. Yea fome 
may for a feafon run well, and apparently produce 
more fruit than others, who produce better ; and 
yet bring nothing to perfedion •, the feed fell 
among thorns, and is choked. Whereas, the truly 
^, ; regenerate hear and underftand the word, re- 
ceive it cordially, and bear fruit to perfedioB. 
5thly. Where the fpirit of God has begun a woxJc 
upon the heart, he fo humbles it from a fight of 
its own helplcflhefs, that the perfon is willing and 
defirous to be faved any way infinite wlfdom ihall 
appoint, for he is now made willing in the day of 
God* s power, and the language of his heart is. 
Lord, what wouldeft thou have mt to do? When 
Jefus Chrift is holden forth to him in the gofpel, 
as every way fufficient to relieve and fave him, he 
prefently fees fuch a fuitablenefs in him, to his 
forlorn condition, that he longs to embrace him^ 
p and is content to call himfelf upon him -, and this 
^ is an aft of faith, in the firft, or lowed degree. 
As a new born child, can receive no kind of food 
fo fuitable for nourifhment as milk, fo the new 
born child of God, can receive no food or nouriih« 
ment fo agreeable, and ftrengthening, to the 
fpiritual nature it now partakes of; as the word of 
God ; called by the Apoftle, thefincere milk of 
the word. The reafon of this is, becaufe the 
•• wordy 
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word, is the word of God, concerning Jefu^ 
Chrift ; it is She go/pel of his fon^ and ialvation 
to finfters through him ; and as falvation is by 
faith, fo the foundation of faith is the word, for 
faith comes by bearing this word, the word of 
God. Such perfon now renounces f for the reafons 
before mentioned) all his own righteoufnefles as 
filthy and vile, and rejoices in the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift holden forth in •the gofpel; therefore he 
willingly takes Jcfus for his prieft, by whofe fa- 
crifice his fins are expiated, and who being now 
entered into the holy of holies;, takes away the 
iniquity of his holy things. 

He has now an ear open to inftruftion, and is 
convinced of his own foolifhnefs, for, fays he, / 
V9as even as a heaft before thee ; he aflcs wifdom 
from above, and the language of his heart is, 
fpeak Lordyforthy fervant heareth. Chrift is now 
gladly accepted in the charafter, and office of a 
prophet ; and the words of his mouth are fweeter 
than honey, or the honey- comb to his tafte j he 
like Mary fits at the mafter's f et, and catcheth 
with pleafure the words that have fallen from his 
gracious lips, and are, as diftated by his blefled 
^Irit left on record in his book. Tell this man 

. that the Meffiah muft reign, and fubdue all his 
foes ; it is well fays he, " I am content that he 
*' rule over me and in me ; I am taught in his 

• ** word that his yoke is eajy^ and his precepts are 
*' not grievous. ^^ Thus the weakeft babe in Chrift, 
receives him, in the fulnefs of his offices as im- 
partially, and extenfively, as the aged father > 
and the loweft degree of faith, as falvifically, as 
the ftrongeft believer : for grace in the fmalleft / 
degree, as it is the effedt of regeneration •, and ^ 
1 2 .^ the 
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the loweft degree of faith, as it is an a£t of the 
living foul, indicates fuch a divine work begun 
from the mere good pleafure of God, as his word 
and promife (humbly be it fpoken,) will engage 
him to perform. 

In thefe few particulars, you may perceive my 
defign was, to point out and defcribe, not the 
young man, or tHe father in Chrift, but the 
babe, in order to.ftrength«ithe weak hands, and 
confiwn the. feeble knees; for if there be aay. 
good and folid ground, for thefe to build their 
hopes upon ; the cafe of tbofe who are naore grown 
in grace, are more ftrong; in faith, and who a- 
bound much in Ipve, is lels difficult to fpeak to, 
and their condition more, comfortable, though- 
not more fafe. 

Since therefore falvationis moft certainly fecur- 
ed by Chrift, and that a falyation moft ineftima- 
ble and glorious, and that even babes in him 
are not excluded from thefulnefs thereof;, I fhall 
conclude the fubjeft with advice, ift. To babes 
in Chrift, or to the weakeft in faith. 2d. To the 
young man in Chrift, or thofe more ftrong in the 
faith, gdly. To the fathers in Chrift, or fuch ^s 
are ftabliftied, ftrengthened, fettled. 

I ft. To you whofe condition I have been la- 
bouring to defcribe, and whofe confolation is, 
what I principally aim; permit me to addrefs you 
in the angel's word to Mary, "//j;7, highly favoured 
*' are ye, blefled among men, blefled among wo- 
*' men, for the Lord hath blefled you, and ye 
*« ftiall be bleft. Ye are poor in fpirit, and the 
*' kingdom of heaven is yours ;'* ye mourn under 
a deep fenfe of fin, " blefled are yd, for ye ihall 
*' be comforted," with a more clear and full dif- 
* covery 
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coveryof the loving-kindnefs of the Lord unto 
you here, and an everlafting fruition of him here- 
after.' This is a comfortable truth, I would have 
you often meditate upon, that being children of 
God, although but new-born babes, ye are really 
and truly heirs ; heirs of God^ . and. joint heirs with 
Chrifi. The king's fon is as much a prince when 
lying in his cradle, and fretting and fuming with 
childifh difquietudes, and as truly an heir to the 
crown and dignity of his father, as when he rides 
in . the royal chariot with all the diftinguifhing 
marks of majefty, and engages the attention of 
the applauding throng. You rob and deprive / 
yourfelf of the happinefs you are heirs of, and^ 
of the. comforts to which you are entitled by your 
fecond birth, by not fettling the perfuafibn of 
your condition in your heart •, and becaufe at pre- 
lent you are not kings poffeffed of all power and 
glory, ye refufe to rejoice in the privileges and 
bleflings of being the king's fon. You now la- 
bour under many trials and difficulties, and are 
exercifed with various and fore temptations ; but 
call to mind the peaceful, blifsful ftate that is re- 
ferved for you, referved in heaven, even an inhe- 
ritance incorruptible^ undefiled^ and that fddetb not 
away •, there the wicked ceafe from troubling, 
and the weary are at reft ; no temptation^ nor 
trial fhall moleft you there, no doubts, no fears, 
no unbelief, or hardnefs of heart, fhall grieve 
your peaceful fouls ; but Jefus whom ye now fo 
much defire, will feed you with his love, enkin^ 
die heavenly raptures in your hearts, by the fmiles 
of his bleffed face, and ye (hall be with him for 
ever and ever. 

Again, while you are fojouriiing here below as 
I J ftrangers 



13+ S E R M O M M V.r^ 

ilrangers in a ftrange land, often think how great 
your happinefs and fafety is, in that God is your fa- 
ther i more careful, more indulgent and tender, 
than any of your fathers by the flcUi, and infinitely 
better able to adminiiler to all your wants ; his eyes 
are always upon^you, that be therewith may gusd€ 
you in the way that he (hall chufe \ his merciful tars 
are ever open to your prayers^ he marks your fighs, 
notes down your groans, and treaAires upyour peni- 
tent tears in his bottle. What power therefore Ifaall 
prevail againft you when omnipotence is yourguardj 
or who fhall bring your fouls into condemnation, 
which are bought with blood divine, and acquit- 
ted by the righteous fentence of the judge of all 
the earth ? Think often on thofe comforublc , 
words of our bleffed Lord, fear notj Utile fiock^ : 
if is your Fatber^s good pleafure to give you the . 
kingdom j ^nd if it be his gracioys and unaltera- 
ble purpofe to give the greater, will he wlthold 
the lefs ? No, in no wife thy bread and thy water j 
thy wool and thy flax ^ faith the prophet, ftiall be 
Jure unto thee, and your God and Father will 
give grace^ and glory too^ and every good thing 
to them that walk uprightly. 

Again, how highly are ye honoured, and how fe- 
,curely kept, in that the heavenly warriors have the 
T care of you \ for faith the pfalmift, the angels of the 
Lord pitch their tents round about thofe that fear him^ 
%o guard and guide you in your w^y to your Father's 
houfe in heaven ; for, they are miniftring fpirits to 
the heirs of falvation ; although an hoft therefore 
Ihould rife up againft you, and although youhaye 
fio wifdom or might to go out againft them ; let 
pot your hearts be troubled^ neither be ye afraid, 
fpf (he l.or4 Cod omnipotent reignetb^ and ye Aall 
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be fafe beneath the (hadow of his wings. And 
are ye then made new creatures in Chrift Jefus ? 
Marvellous mercy, undeferved grace ! fVhai 
. manner of love is this the Father hath beftowed up^ 
on you^ that ye fhould be called the Sons of God ! 
How does it concern and behove ye to walk wor- 
thy of fo high a relation ; never let the remem- 
brance of the Lord's kind and gracious dealings 
with you, for one moment be forgotten by you. 
If a child born of noble parents is thought by 
wicked and profligate courfes to diflionour his fa- 
mily and pedigree •, how much more fhould you 
think it a brand of infamy and difgrace on that 
name by which ye are called, when by evil prac- 
tices you deviate from the ways of holinels. Of- 
ten call to mind your own dark ftate and condi- 
tion, in which the Lord found you, and firft in 
mercy looked upon you -, what might you yet 
probably, nay certainly have been to this day, if 
fovereign grace, free and mighty had not delivered 
you ; phicking you as brands from the burning 5 
doubtlefs like others you had ftill been going on 
in the ways of fin and death, wretched, poor^ 
miferable, blind, and naked, without the know- 
ledge of your ftate, or concern to be delivered 
from it. 

Often think of the undeferved love of that blcf- 
fed Jefus \yhp did fo freely die, and lay down 
his precious Ufe, emptying all his veins of that 
invaluable blood that circulated in them, a ran- 
fovts price for your never dying fouls •, His tender 
hes^rt was big with love and ftrange affedion, to 
rebellious creatures j and when in you, O think 
upon it, when in you, O wonder at it ! there was 
no form or CQmlinefs to recommend you, no vir- 
tue 
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tue or goodnefs to plead for you ; but even when 
ye rs)ere enemies^ did the dear Redeemer 'die to re- 
concile yovj to God, and bring yop back to hea- 
ven. Once more, you are children, born of the 
fpirit, and quickened by grace, therefore the in- 
heritance is certain ; yet let me advife you to ufe 
with a religious fincerity all means for obtaining 
njore light, more life, more joy, more love to 
God and all his ways, a greater degree* of faith, 
and a more cbmfortable alTu ranee of hope. Rer 
member our bleffed Lord fays, / came into the 
w^ld that ye might have life^ and that ye might 
have it more abundantly ; labour therefore to grow 
in grace and in the knowledge of God, and our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift ; go on through 
the fpirit to mortify the deeds of the body, fo fliall 
ye live ; add to your faitb^ weak as it may be 
fuppofed to be, virtue, and to virtue knowledge, 
and ^very other grace ; fo fhall ye fee more clear-! 
ly what is the Lord's good pleafure concerning 
you, ye fhall not ftumble, at any dark difpenfa- 
tion, but your calling and elellion Ihall be made 
fure unto you. 

I would next drop a word of advice to the young 
men in Chrift, may it be a word in feafon, and 
furthered with the blefling of heaven. 

I write to you young men, faith the apoftle John, 
hecaufe ye have overcome the wicked one, ye have 
taftedthat the Lord is gracious, and are notftran- 
gers to the love of our dying Redeemer ; yet are 
ye not out of the reach of temptation, nor fecure 
beyond the poffibility of falling ; nay, you 'can- 
not entertain fuch a thought, but it is an argu- 
nfent that you are fallen already from thatftate 
pf humility,* and continual dependance which the 

chrif- 
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chriftian otjght always to walk in. Yeftand by 
faith, be not high minded, but take heed left ye 
fall ; the world, the flefh and the devil, are as far 
from being reconciled to you as chriftians, as 
when you firft declared war againft them, and 
turned your backs upon them; and whilftthe 
enmity exifts, the defign to hurt will, nevej die. 
Arm yourfelves, therefore, that you may ftand in 
the evil day, with the whole armour of God, yea 
with the mind that was in Chrift ; be humble and 
watchful, and the God of all grace, will: give you 
more grace^ and make you as the beaten anvil to 
the blow. See that ye fet not up yourfelves in 
your own eftcem above others of your brethren, 
but think meanly of yourfelves as ye ought v.de- 
fpife not thofe that are weak in the faith, nor dif- 
CQurage them by boafting of your fuperior attain- 
ments •, which will be fo far from convincing your 
brethren of the abundance of your grace, that it 
may give them juft caufe to doubt the truth of 
it. 

Again, let your hearts be much engaged with 
God, be diligent in the ufe of all means, that 
herein the babes may imitate you, and hereby 
may be encouraged in refpeft to their own ftate ; 
when they perceive you to draw your comforts 
from the only fource of blifs, and that you have 
no ftrength or power but as it is in God. 

Moreover, as a youth that is an heir to a plen- 
tiful fortune, when about to enter on the poffef- 
fion of it, would carefully examine the writings 
by which the inheritance is conveyed ; fo be ye 
above all things particularly converfant with the 
word of God ; read it by day, meditate thereon 
by niglit, and let it be precious in your efteem, 

above 
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above gold, and rubies. This blcffed word rn^M 
forms you of your title to the heavenly inheritance; ! 
fets forth bctore you the inconcciveable blifs that 
is referved for you -, therefore this word is a fin- 
killing, and foul-quickening word ; for while your 
hearts are meditating on thefe bleiTrngs, your af- 
fedtions will be apt to catch the fire, and yoqr 
whole foul to be drawn out with defire to be dif- 
folved and to be with Chrift in glory. 

A word to the fathers, and I have done, fuch 
as the apofl:le Peter fpeaking of, fays, *' Now 
*' the God of all grace, who hath called us to his j 
*' eternal glory by Chrift Jefus, after that ye have 
** fuffered a while, make you perfect, fiabliih,ni 
•' ftrengthen, fettle you," vIb 

By the apoftle's prayer here we learn, firft;-^! 
That all grace is from God, as the fourcc and^q 
fountain thereof. Second, That God calls his ' : 
people to eternal glory, when this fliortand trou- 
blefome life is over. Third, That this is to be ob- 
tained by Jefus Chrift. Fourth, That the way to 
glory is through fufiering. But, fifth. That this 
fliall iflue in tneir welfare that are thus called, for ^ 
hereby, God mllperfeif them. There is a defi-.p 
ciency in the greateft faints, fo long as they are in n 
the body, but God will not leave the work undone, 7 
ZerubbabePs hands have laid the foundation of 
the fuperftrufture, and his hands Ihall finifli it. 
Stablijhy in a pious path in which they (hall walk . 
without wearincfs, or fainting. StrengtbtHj in ' 
faith, and hope, and every grace. Settle^ in dieir y 
cverlafting habitation, from which there fhall he 
no remove. Is it fo that your hearts are as it 
were feafoned with grace ? Let your fong be, 
The Lord batb done gnat things for us ; let your 

hearty 
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liearts continually rejoice in him ; be talking of all 
his wondrous works, and telling abroad his falva- 
tion from day to day. 

Give proof to all that behold you, that you 
largely partake of the grace of God, by preffing 
forward towards the mark for the prize of your 
high-calling, the crown of glory that fadeth not 
away ; great grace will greatly defire grace, and 
there is no period at which a gracious foul may 
. ftop and fay, I am perfeft in grace, perfeft in ho- 
Hnefs, and pure from fin •, except as every true 
believer is compleaf in Chtift. 

Be ye patterns to your brethren in the Lord ; 
in faith, in patience, and in brotherly afFedion ; 
always bearing in mind, that grace manifefts it- 
felfmolt in an humble deportment ; ye cannot 
jpoifibly forget whilft ye are in the body, that the 
charafter beft fuiting you is, a ranfomcd fmner -, 
a fianer ftill, though faved by grace ; yet one who 
has continual need to come to the fountain open- 
ed, and whoever wants to have his beft performances 
waflied in the blood of the Lamb, and who at all 
times needs Jefus the high-prieft to bear the ini- 
quity of his holy things. Thus go ye on untill 
mortality (hall be fwallowed of life, all fin and im- 
pcrfedion (hall be done away, and ye ftand with 
much boldnefs before the throne, made clean 
through the blood, and adorned in the righteouf- 
jiefs or the adorable Jefus, and join the heavenly 
harps in a fong of falvation, glory, power, and 
dominion to God and the Lamb. 
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ISAIAH xlv. 24. 

Surely pall one fay in the Lord have I 
righteotifnejs and Jirength. 

GO D made man in his own image^ In. tlft 
image of his holinefs, and jilaced him fe 
the garden his own hands, had planUd\ 
^ a. place of complete and perfeft happinefs ; he 
', wrote his law in his heart, and his obligations to 
love his munificent creator as the chie^ft good, 
and from whom he derived his being, and his 
bleffmgs were imprefled upon his mind, More- 
. over the Lord was pleafed in much condefcenfion 
^ and goodnefs to enter into covenant with his ncw- 
■' made creature, engagmg ( by a promife impli^ 
in the threatening) not only a continuation of that 
bleffednefs he now partook of, but it is highly 
probable, a ftate of much more^exalj^gi^jQ^kity 
and glory, after full proof Ihoufd nave been given 
- of his obedience ; and of which, his abftaining 
from the interdifted tree was now to be the tcft. 

But Adam being in honor continued not longy for 
tranfgreffing the command, he forfeited all the fa- 
vours that had been conferred upon him, and 
>vhich he only had any right to expeft in confe- 
, , - j^ quence 
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quence of his obedience; and became obnoxious (as 
the natural and foederal head of all his j)ofterity) 
to all the evils comprehended in the curfe, with 
which his difobedience had been threatened. And 
now it was that fovereign grace and mercy firfl: 
appeared, and manifefted in the promifed feed, 
the LOVE the EVERLASTING LOVE' OF 
GOD, whofe length, and breadth, and depth, and 
height, is too vaft and immenfe for angels tomea- 
fure, or any created mind to comprehend. There 
was now no longer accefs to the tree of life^ chc- 
rubim and a flaming fword guarded it on every: 
fide ; an awful but inftruftive emblem this, that 
fin had made fuch a feparation between God, the - 
fource of true life and the finner, that there could ' 
be-no accefs unto him, until his wrathful indigria-^ 
tion fignified by the flaming fword, Ihould bei- 
removed, and his juftice fatisfied in the fulfill- 
• ment of the promife then made concerning the 
mediator, the Lord Jeftis Chrifl, who by the': 
fliedding of his blood fliould expiate finj and bring 
in an everlafling- right eoufnefs. 

Notwithftanding the covenant of works was 
TiiDW entirely broken, and a new and -living -way 
v^A exhibited for accefs to God, even by a better 
4:ovemnt^ and which was ejtablijhed upon better pro^ 
mifes^, yet all the fons of Adam are flill warping 7 
to theoldway\j ^nd follow after rigbteoufnefs by^f 
the works of tbe law. Chrifl: Jefus and his blef- 
fed gofpel has always been an occafion of ftumr- 
bling to the jew, and matter of foolilhnefs to the 
greek ; and the language of every man's heart-' 
until fubdued by fovereign grace, is, we will not * 
have this man to reign over us. The kings of. the 
earthy (faith holy David) fet themfelves^ and the 
* y A n, rulers 

/^a^^^^nO/ly^j^X^XliTiv Ia/u t^W/&^ i^^^oa Jhr 
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rulers take counfel together agatnH the Lord^ and 
againft his anointed^ his Chriit : but the purpofe of 
the Lord that Jhull ftand^ for faith he, I have fei 
my king upon my holy bill of Sion. The heathen may 
ragey and the people imagine vanity^ but the only 
begotten fon (hall reign, the nations (hall be fub- 
dued beneath him, and he fhall break the oppofers 
of his kingdom with an i> on rody and difh them 
in pieces like a Potter^ s veffel. The Lord will here 
or hereafter be acknowltged to be God ; and the 
ftubborn rebel that refufes to. kifs the golden 
fceptre of his grace, (hall fmaft beneath the iron 
rod of his vindiftive juftice-, for " Lo ! he 
*' Cometh with clouds and every eye (hall fee hin^, 
*' and they that pierced him, and all nations 
" (hall wail becaufe of him ;'* Jefus^ (irft or laft, 
will be exalted, and his blelTed gofpel muft eithior 
be a favour of life unto life^ or of death unto death. 

The paragraph of which my text is a part, prc- 
fents us with a moft ftriking declaration of Jebo^ 
vab*s refolution to vindicate his injured honour 
among the heathen, and to be had iri reverence of 
all his people -, and having oppofed himfelf as 
the one only living and true God, to the falfiy 
called Gods of the nations, he exhortcth them to 
look to him for falvaiion as their only Saviour, bc- 
(ides whom there was not any other, ver. 22. 

For this is the fettled and invariable purpo(eof 
the unchangeable GOD, I have fworn^ by myftlf^ 
a greater, an equal, he could not fwearby, for 
*' who (hall be compared unto the Lord ? The 
*' word is gone out of my mouth in righteoufnefs 
•* and (hall not return/' hath the Lord faid it, 
and fliall he not do it ? Hath he fworn and (ball 
it not come to pafs ? Yes, verily, heaven and 

earth 
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^.earth muft pafs away, but his word is furc. And 
And what is the Lord's purpofe ? Here it ye fons 
of pride; the haughty head muft bow ; the ftub- 
born knee muft bend, and every tongue muft con- 
ftfs to God, for unto me every knee /hall bow^ every 
tongue Jhall fwear. The boafting Pharifee may 
plume and pride himfelf in his own imaginary 
and fuperior holinefs, may Jook down with con- 
tempt and fcorn on others -, but he muft be 
taught and told, for the Lord " will declare his 
'' righteoufnefs, and his works, for they fhall not 
•* profit him." If. Ivii, 12. The humbled foul 
•Aall yw^^r, and the fubftance of his oath fhall be, 
Jurely in the Lord have 1 rigbteoufnefs and ftrengib. 
zv The text fpeaks of two Ipecial bleffings, righte-^ 
^fnefs^ znd ftrengtb^ and the manner of pofleflSng 
Ttfaem is, in the Lord. Rigbteoufnefs as ufcd in^ ' 
the facred fcriptures, is a term of various import, • 
ibmetimes fignifying God's rigbteoufnefs or the 
ftandard of his holinefs as holden forth in his mpft 
pure and perfed: law. Pf. cxix, 142, " Thy righte- 
"^^ oufnefs is an everlaftingrighteoufncfs.** xxxvi, 
5:6, " Thy rigbteoufnefs is like the great moun- 
yf tains." Sometimes the word rigbteoufnefs fig- 
cnifieth man's rigbteoufnefs, or the meafure of o-^.'' 
-bedience he prefents as adequate to God's righte- ' " 
oufnefs, and anfwerable to the demands of his moft 
;pcrfea law. Such was the rigbteoufnefs of the 
ofcribes and pharifees which our Lord fets forth as 
limperfeft and deficient. Math. v. 20, and con- 
sccming which the prophet Ifaiah fays, they jhall 
not profit thee. And elfewhere by rigbteoufnefs 
is fignified that rigbteoufnefs which our blefled 
Saviour wrought out in his moft holy life, whidi 
is alfo imputed to the believer, and which is every 

way 
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way adequate and correfpondent to that law which 
like that of the Medes and Perfians admits of no 
altjeration, Jior accepu of any imperfedkion. And 
in this fenfe we read, 2 Cor. v. 21, ** He was 
** iTwde fin for us who knew no fin, that we might 
** be made the rightcoufncfs of God in him." 
This is the righteoufnefs the great apoftle prayed 
to be found in Philhp. iii. 9, in oppofition to hi^ 
own legal righteoufnefs ; ** that I may be found 
" in him, not having mine own righteoufnefs 
** which is of the law, but that which is through 
*' the faith of Chrift, even the righteoufnefs 
. " which is of God by faith.** And this I pre- 
' fume is the rigbteoujnefs fpoken of in my text^ •' 
; and concerning the excellency of which, I wouldi'^ 
obferve unto you the following things, • * 

I ft, Th\s righteoufnefs is perfeft andcompleat;.^ 
nor could the law of God difpenfe with any thing 
ihort of this, but curfes the offender who is de- 
ficient in one point, and brings him in guilty of 
a violation of the whole. Man is unable to per- 
form fuch obedience, and not continuing in all 
things written in the book of the law to do them, . 
is obnoxious to it*s anathema •, hence " God fead- 
*^ ing his fon into the world in the likenefs of 
*' finful flefh and for fin, condemned fin in the 
*' flefh, that the righteoufnefs of the law might 
*' be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flefh, 
** but after the fpirit." Rom. viii 3, 4, and 
ch. X. 3. '* Chrift is the end of the law for righte* 
*' oufnefs to every one that believeth.'* The dear 
Jefus is faid by the prophet Daniel, " to bring 
" in an cverlafting righteoufnefs, ch. ix, 24. and 
the obedience he paid to the law of God was fa 

' perfca 
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*•- pcrfeft and complete, that he is thereby faid to 
have magnified and made il honourable. 

Now the fuper-eminent excellency of this righte- 
ottfnefs appears, in that the vileft finner, the moft 
fturdy rebel againft his God and king, pofleft there- 
of thro' a gracious imputation by faith, can ftandY 
with boldnefs before his judge, nor fear the threa- 
tenings of the injured law ; but being now accept- 
ed through the beloved^ and having redemption 
through his bloody the forgivenefs of fins^ he has. 
peace with God^ and accefs by/<3//i&unto a throne 
of grace. 

2dly, This righteoufnefs is pure and fpotlefs ; 
it were much eafier to defcry fpots and flaws in 
the mid-day fun, than to difcover any defeft or 
imperfedion in the finlefs obedience of our blef- 
fed Lord •, he was as a Lamb without blernifh and 
■ without fpot in his holy nature, nor was his con- 
' • verfation chargeable with infincerity or guile, for 
' be did no fin^ neither was guile found in his inoiith. 
The fmner adorned therefore with this fpotlefs 
robe, we need not be furprized to hear the bride- 
groom fay, thou art all fair my love there is no 
fpot in thee \ the king now has fleafure in her 
beauty\ for {he is prefented to hlra in raiment, of 
needle-worky her cloa thing is cj ivrought gold. This 
is the wedding garment which every accepted 
gueft will be found to have on, and without which, . 
there will be no admiflion into the marriage-cham- 
ber, nor acceptance by tlie mafter of the feaft. 
This is the bleflfingfpoken of in my text, ^righte- 
^«/«^y}tojuftify the fmner, a righteoufnefs to adorn 
rhr faint, and which all who poffefs fliall fay, fure- 
fy in the Lord^ have I this righteoufnefs. 

Again, this righteoufnefs ftands connefted with 
K the 
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the blefling oijlrengtb^ the valuableneft of which^ 
is bcic known to a ( hild of God, who above all 
others is confcious of his own impotency and 
weaknefs. By //?;/, he is enabled to withftand the 
allurements of the world, the oppofition of wick- 
ed and ungodly men -, and like David through this 
iho: fiyeigih of his God, he can overtop every wall 
of dlfTiCuky that encompafles him about. By tkis^ 
he is upheld under all his confcious weaknefs, and 
however afiauked with doubts and fears, or bow- 
ed down by huge mouncains of unbelief, he ftill 
takes told cf the firengtb of Gcd^ and finds him- 
fclf fupported, fo that in the language and fpirit 
of the apoftle he can fay, when I am weak^ then 
^ I am Jti ong. It is in xk\\% firengtb the believer goes 
ion to perform every holy duty, to mortify fin 
I and fenfual defire, ^to reftrain and fubdue every 
:■ domineering luft and imagination, that would ex- 
■' alt itfelf againft the knowledge of Chrift. Such 
I arc the blcffings fpoken of in the text, the man- 
|ner of poflefling which, is /;/ the Lord. 

This phrafe here, may either fignify, ift:, the 
covenant relation in which the believer ftands to 
Chrift, and then he has a legal c laim to the blef- 
^ fings and all the efFefts tKeFebf^ in"^ confequence 
"^ of Chrift the fcederal head's having fulfilled all 
the artic'es and conditions of the covenant ; and 
hence is that con t raft between the firft and fecond 
Adam, Rom. v. 12 — 20, in which the dilobedi- 
ence of the former imputed to his pofterity ren- 
ders them obnoxious to condemnation, and the 
obedience of the latter imputed to the children 
gives them a claim to juftification and life. Or, 
2dly, the relative union that fubfifts between 
Chrift and the believer, and whereby this is right- 

ftiUy 
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jfuUy intitled to the bleffings and benefits refulting 
from the death, of that ; which union is taken 
notice of in thefe words, " Thy maker is thy 
*' hufband, the Lord of hofts is his name." If. 
liv. 5, and " thou fhalt call me Ifhi (that is my 
hufband,) and " thou (halt no more call meBaali," 
(that h my lord^ ) Hof. ii. i6. Or, 3dly, 
the vital and perfonal union fpoken of John xv, 
5- " I am the vine, ye are the branches," he 
that abideth in me (drawing fap and nourifliment 
from me) " bringing forth fruit," as a living 
branch, " but without me ye can do nothing. 
And Eph. v. 30, " we are members of his body, 
*' of his flefh, and of his bones ;" and in this 
view it is that believers, live in him and by 
him, receive their all from him, and are complete 
in him. Or laftly, by in him the believer may be 
conceived as having rigbteoufnefs^ Jirength^ and 
all the bleffings and benefits he ftands intitled tOj 
referved and laid up in him as in a magazine or 
llorehoufe, agreeable to that, " the word was 
*' made flefh, and dwelt among us, full of grace 
** and truth." John i. 14, " and of his full- 
*' nefs we have all received, and grace for grace," 
ver. 1 6, for " it pleafed the Father that in him 
*' jfhould allfullnefs dwell." Col. i. 19, that poor 
linners who have nothing and are nothing in them- 
iclves might live dependant upon him, and " the 
*' life they live in the flefti might be by fairh in 
•' him •," he being made of God unto them, wif- 
dom^ righteoufnefs, fanSiification^ and redemption, 

O moft precious and ineftimable privilege ! 

Brethren ceafe your murmurings and banifli your 

complaints ; Jefus^ the adorable Jefus though he 

'Was richj (tranfcendantly rich in all the glories of 
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heaven, and uncreated worth,) ytr^foryGur fakes j 
ye who had nothing to recommend you to his 
mercy but your miiery, who had nothing to offer 
for acceptance, but a fickly dying body, and a 
finful and polluted foul, he became poor^ laidafide 
his royal robes, and put on the rags of mortality, 
and bad net where to lay bis head ; and for what 
end was this ftrange andunparallelled abafcment? 
Hear it O heavens ! and be aftonilhed O earth ! 
// was^ that ye through his poverty might be rich', 
rich in grace and a lively hope of glory, rich in 
all the graces of his fpirit, rich in all hoUncfs and 
good works by that fpirit, and, O comfortable 
thought ! rich in the enjoyment of himfelf in 
glory for ever and ever. Thus it is that one ihall 
fey, all Ihall fay who believe in him^ furely^ cer- 
tainly, doubtlefs, in the Lord^ in union with my 
God, joined unto my Saviour and living head^ 
a member of his body myftical, have I righteouf 
nefs andjlrength^ righteoufnefs to juftify me, fanc- 
tify me, and render me acceptable to God 5. I have 
firength to wlthftand in the evil day^ and to perform 
an acceptable fervice in the cloudy and dark day. 
The text thus opened and explained, prefents 
us with this important fropojition. That that 
righteoufnefs which the law requires, and which 

• alone can give a title to o^lory, is only to be found 
as wrought OiJt by Chrift, and derived to the bc- 

' liever through faith in him. In order to make 
clear and fettle this truth, let us firft attend to 
the enquiry, what righteoufnefs the law requires f 
2d, Whether man has any abilities to fulfill thofc 
requirements ? 

ift, I fhall not here take up your time by pur- 
fijing the enquiry, whether the law of God was 

an 
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an arbitrary or neceffary impofition on the crea- 
ture man ; but Ihall take for granted that which 
feems moft to conduce to the glory of God, whe-- 
ther confidered in the highly exalted capacity of 
a fovereign, or in the more amiable and conde- 
fcending character of a Saviour. In refp^ft to 
the former of thefe, he had an uncontroulable 
right to command his creatures ; yet^ (humbly 
be it fpoken, ) his foverigniy had a proper limi- 
tation from his effence ; therefore all his command- 
ments and laws as the effeft of that^ had ne- 
ceffarily their foundation upon, and were all iflued 
agreeable to this. The law of God then, as impof- 
ed on man, was to be confidered as a tranfcript of 
his holy nature, and was founded on his eflential and 
immutable perfections -, God was in himfelf the 
chieteft good, and a conformity to his holy will, as 
manifefted in this law^ would be the creature's high- 
eft happinefs : hence the fum and fubftance of the ^ 
law is, tboujhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy \ 
hearty and thy neighbour as thy f elf. Now to fuppofe 
a law accepting and approving, any thing fliort of 
this perfeft and confummate bve, muft be to fup- 
pofe it has it's foundation on fomething very different 
from the fpotlefs nature and eflfence of the Deity \ and 
as fuch law would neceflarfly derogate from the dig- 
nity and glory of God, the blefled fcriptures make 
no mention of it. Itmayfufficetoadd, that the holy 
pen-men conceived of the law as moft holy, inflexi- 
ble, and invariable -, John fays of it, " fin is a tranf- 
*' greffionof the law,** therefore the law is a perfeft 
rule, ch. 3, 4. Holy David fays, *' the law of God 
** is perfeft.*' Pf. xix. 7. James ii. 10, " whofo 
** keepeth the whole law, yet ofFendeth in one 
*' point, he is guilty of all/' And Paul fpeak- 
K 3 ing 



I50 S E R M O ^ ' "VL 

ing thereof, fays, " the law is holy, juft, and 
*' good." Rom. vii. 12. And it's perfedtlon and 
rigour is fuch, that " by it no flefh can be jufti- 
*' fied. Ch. iii. 20. 

As it appears then, that the law of God rC" 
quires perfedt and uniform obedience, let us en- 
quire, 2dly, Whether man is pofleffed of abilities 
to fulfill thefe requirements. 

I fhall not much detain you here with obferving, 
what otherwife might be made eafily appear, that 
fince Adam fell, his pofterity have no ground 
qf reafon to expeft falvation as the reward of 
feme obedience, or the conditions of fome cove- 
.nant fulfilled by them, inafmuch as no fuch co- 
^venant doth nov/ fubfift between^oH' lpd manl_ 
Adam brake the covenant made with him, and alP 
his feed in him ; and it doth not appear in God's 
word, that the covenant was ever renewed buc 
O with the fecond Adam, the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
We are therefore now to advert, not to what 
Adam was before his fall, for God fnade him up- 
right^ but to what man now is in confequence 
of that fall, and as his depravity appears in feek- 
ing out many inventions^ many arts and (hlfts and 
? wretched fubterfuges to evade the force of the 
^ violated law, and patch up fomething of his own, 
; which fhould be called an adequate righteoufncfs; 
though far enough from the form, and much 
, further from the nature of the true and original 
4 one. When we fpeak of man's deficiency in 
power to perform the law of God, it is doubt- 
ful whether we fpeak with accuracy fufEcient to 
reprefent the real ftate of things •, feeing that 
man's inability, (if fuch we muft call it,) is of 
a moral nature, and what he cannot do, i3 prin- 

cipalljf 
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cipauy becaufe he will not -, therefore the promife 
in prcdi6ting the happy fla':e, and increafe of the 
Mefliah's kingdom, lays, " they fhall be willing 
*' in the day of thy power.'* Pf. ex. 3. Nor 
is it to be conceived that the will fliould incline 
to thal^ which the whole man has fuch an aver- 
fion to ; for fin at it's firfl: entrance into the heart 
of man fubverted his whole intelleftual frame, 
and left him not only devoid of all grace and 
gracious defires ; but drenched his foul in dark- 
nefs, as touching his under Jtanding^ in diftafte- 
fulnefs of all fpiritual em-ploym.ent, in refpeft to 
his affeElions^ and In the depths of ftubbornnefs 
and difobedience in refpeft of his will. 

When the altogether lovely and ever-amiable 
Jefus therefore is holden forth in his precious and 
moft glorious gofpel, as a Saviour every way fuit- 
able to the ftate and condition of a fallen finner ; 
there appears in him no form, comlinefs or beau- 
ty, to attract the attention, or delight the eye ; 
becaufe, faith the apoftle, 2 Cor. iv. 4, " the 
*' God of this world hath blinded their minds, 
*' fin hath veiled and drawn a cloud over the 
*' underftanding," which nothing but a gracious 
gale of heavenly wind can diffipate and clear. 
All the fuperlarive and tranfcendant joys that real 
religion can afford, are taftelefs and infipid to the 
unrenewed mind, which neither knows nor re- 
lifhes any higher joys or fatisfaftions than what 
fenfual pleafures can beftow ; for their minds be- 
ing unexercifed in the difcernment of fpiritual 
things, they^ fays the prophet, put fweet for bit- 
ter^ and bitter for fweet^ that is, they prefer the 
falfely called pleafures of this world, and the fa- 
tisfadtions arifing from creature comfort, to the 

in- 
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incomparably more fublimc and folid cotttfovt 

that naturally flows from the knowledge of God, 
and a fmctre conformity to his moft holy will. 
And on the contrary, having no appetite or de- 
fire for the things of God, all religious exercifc 
is unpleafant and wearifome ; they are alive and 
iadive in the works and ways of (in, but lifelefs 
and fluggifh in the ways of God. There is an 
innate haughtinefs in the minds of the unregene- 
rate, that naturally leads them to a contempt of 
the gracious method of falvation, and in refpeft 
of the Lord Jefus, every unconverted fmner fig- 
nifics his unwillingnefs to have ibis man to reign 
ever bim. Our blefled Lord may lay afide hi^ 
glory, bow his heavens and comedo»vn as aftran- 
ger to fojourn in a ftrangc land, manifeft his di- 
vinity, publilh his gofpel and perform piiracles, 
yet have caufe to complain afier all, ^e will not 
come to me tbat ye migbt have life^ 

Such ruin and deftruftion has fin brought in- 
to the foul, fuch an evil difcafe has infefted man, 
that plague, earthquake, famine, fword, and death 
in all it's dreadful forms ; not even the thunders 
from Sinai, nor all the flames of forked fire belch- 
ing from the bottomlefs pit, can roufe him to 
real concern for holincfs and heaven, if God's al- 
mighty fpirit do not apply them for that end. 
Except a man be born again^ faitb cur Lord^ be 
cannot fee the kingdom of God, The feed of the 
word muft fall in an honeft and underflanding 
heart, or it bears no fruit to perfeftion ; the will 
muft be fweerly inclined by the fecret but power- 
ful workings of the blefTcd^ fpirit, or there will be 
no coming to Jefus ; and his beauty muft be dif- 
clofwd to the interior eye, the ey.g of the foul, 

• or 
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<f the afFeftions will not be fixed on the Lamb 
of God. 

Thefe are feme of the outlines of the pifture 
of man in his lapfed ftate, deformed as it is j 
which Ihould it be exhibited in proper ihades and 
colours would be much more hideous ftill : and 
if there can be any peribns in love with their 
own purity and performances, one may venture to 
affirm they are fuch as are fpoken of by the apof- 
|:le James, ch. i, 23, 24, " who beholding their 
" natural face in a glafs, go away, and ftraight- 
** way forget what manner of men they were." 
God's pur^i and perfect law, is this glafs in which 
the deformity of the finner, and the defilement 
of all his performances by fin, appear ; nor could 
there be any ihadow of reafon for men to talk of, 
or confide in, the one or the other, if this was 
carefully attended to. 

Now we may eafily conceive from the truth 
of this defcription, what is to be expefted from 
a creature thus depraved and lapfed in all its no- 
bleft powers ; what holy obedience can be look- 
ed for, where the heart is corrupt, deceitful and 
defperately wicked ? What works of righteouf- 
nefs can proceed from a mind wholly averfe to 
tliofe works, nor can pofllbly in that ftate, be 
fubje^t to the laws that enjoins them ? One (ays, thou 
requirejt truth in the inward parts^ yes, fays another, 
but we are not able to order our converfation aright^ 
Why ? becaufe in us, that is in our flejh^ there 
dwells no good thing. Suppofe the fcripture had 
propofed a law relaxed and brought down ta our 
fallen ftate and condition ; if that law had been 
holy, (and God could not poflTibly put forth any 
other) I apprehend it would not have bettered 

our 



£54 SERMON '' VI. 

our cafe at all ; for it is not the meafure or quan-.. 
ti:y of holinefs contained in the law, that the car-; 
nal mind maligns and oppofes -, but t he quality 
^thereof, holinefs^ which being wholly ttie reverie 
' of fuch mind, " it is not fubjeft to that law, 
*' neither Indeed can be. Rom. viii. 7. But we 
have here fuppofcd what can never be granted by 
any means -, what Ihall the jiift, the righteous, 
the holy and fin-hating God iffue a law which 
neither difcovers the odioufnefs of fin, nor the 
immaculate purity the legiflator is eflentially pof- 
feft of ! Heaven and earth ftiall fooner pafs away, 
men and devils fliall all be eternally damned, 
rather than any thing fo diflionourable to our 
God, or repugnant to his holinefs (hill take place. 
7hink not^ faith Chrift, ( probably to fome of 
thofe v/ho wanted a more gentle lav/) that I am 
come to dejlroy the Iazi\ I am not come to deftroy^ 
but to fulfil^ and tintill this be done^ net one jot ^ or 
one tittle faall be abolifhed. Math. v. 17, 18. 

It appears from the enquiry thus far purfued, 
that the rightcoufnefs which the law requires, and 
which alone can give a title to glory, is not to be 
found in man ; feeing the lav/ is perfeft, and can- 
not difpenfe with imperfeft obedience, not even 
though it could be fuppofed to be fincere, .which 
in the ftate juft defcribed, can neverbe produced ; 
fincerity being as much a fruit of the fpirit budding 
in the regenerate foil, and the efFefl of a work of 
grace upon the heart, as holy hungring or thirft- 
jng after God. Thefe things confidered, we are 
now led more directly to fhew, that a rightcouf- 
nefs all perfeft, and all complete every v/ay adequate 
and commenfurate to the law, was wrought out, 

and 
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and finiflied by Chrift, and is imputed to the be- 
liever. 

By the righteoufnefs finifhed by Chrift, it may 
not be amifs to obfervein this place, that I include 
all that he fufFeied, and all that he performed ; 
his aftive and paflive obedience not disjoined, but^ 
connefted, conftitute that righteoufnefs I am 
preaching to you. For the fubftance of the law 
was, do and live^ difobey and die j man difobey- 
cd, and therefore became obnoxious to the penal- 
ty, and fell dire6tly under the curfe. Now let 
the offender fuffer the inflidion of the penalty, 
deaths or let another able and willing (as a pro- 
per fubftitute) die in his room and place ; yet it is 
evident the offeHcIerlsTaTenough from any rightful 
claim to life, which was to have been the refult and 
reward of obedience ; but no obedience has been 
paid, therefore his dying for the offence (may the 
cxpreflion be allowed,) is but half way to life. 
. From hence is appears that the affertion of a 
great writer had in it more plaufibility than ac- 
,curacy, when he affirmed, " the law required 
** only the alternative, do and live, or difobey 
*' and die." Since therefore, to reftore fallen 
man, and give him a title to glory, it was necef- 
fary to fuffer the punifhment due to difobedience, 
and to perform what the law had enjoined, and to 
which, the promife of life was given. Our bleffed 
redeemer undertook the completion of this ardu- 
ous talk, and died to deliver man from death, 
and lived to fecure to him a rightful claim to hea- 
ven. Hence as one evangelically fings, 
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Jcfus thou art my righteoufnefs. 

For all my fins were thine -/'^ 
Thy deaths hath bought of 'God my peace, 

Thy ///>, hath made him mine. 

Now as the law had a twofold claim upon man 
e'er it could give him a right to life, let us enquire 
whether our blefled Lord has anfwered this two- 
fold claim fully and fatisfaftorily. Refpefting 
the fufFerings of our Saviour we are to attend to 
the following things, i. That he fuffered even 
unto death. 2d. That his fufFerings were the 
effcds of fin, and what the violated law required. 
3d. That he fuffered not for his own fins, but for 
the fins of others. 

I ft. I fball not tarry here to obferve any thing 
concerning the dignity of our Saviour's perfon, 
iitve, that when he vjho thctr^ht it no robbery to be 
equal with Gody undertook for poor finners, he 
afiiimed a nature capable of fuffering, and that 
nature too which had offended. As the fuffer- 
Ings of our Lord, were the moft cxquifite, fo were 
they alfD the moft excenfive and lafting -, for no 
fooner^s the man-child born, but the great red 
dragon Jiands ready to devour him ; he was almoft 
no fooner born than he ipuft be banifhed, arife 
and flee into Egypt ^ for Herod will feek the young 
child to deftroy him. So great was the antipathy 
conceived againft the holy child, andfo early did 
the enmity of the carnal mind begin to manifeft 
itfelf againft him ; hence fays the evangelift, he 
came to his own^ and bis own received him not. 
This cold reception he met with at his firft en- 
trance into the world, and the evil treatment from 
the cruel and blood-thirfty Herod, were but a fpe- 

cimen 
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cimen of what he was to undergo, arid a fhort 
prelude to thofe fufFerings that fhould terminate 
in a fhameful and painful death upon the crofs. 

To fpeak particularly of the fufFerings of our 
Lord would fill large volumes, '* for he was a 
•' man of forrows, and acquainted with grief," 
his whole life was one continued fcene of forrow, 
nor did his forrows ceafe untill he emptied all his 
fkcred veins, and poured out his foul a facrifice on 
the accurfed wood. How awful is the reprefen- 
tation of this great cataftrophe ! The heavens are 
hung with mourning, while Jefus is hung upon 
the tree ; the fun refufed to fee the Ihocking fight f 
rocks of flint are rent, the graves of fairits are 
opened, and the fleeping duft arifes at the cry, the 
awful and expiring cry of Jefus, " My God, my 
*' God, why haft thou foYfaken me ?" The venge- 
ful fword awoke in wrathful indignation againft the 
man, that was a fellow to the Lord of Hofts, and 
bathed itfelf in the. heart's blood of the fon of 
God. 

2d. All his fuSerings were the efFefts of fin, 
and what the law of God required. Sin and fuf- 
fiering are fo connefted together, that tKeTahtient > 
Jews were wont to fignify both by the fame word ^ 
for as fin feparates fiifl^ God and cuts of the 
ftreams of communicanon between God and the 
foul, it muft follow that fin is accompanied with 
that prefent pain and difquietude, that the light of 
God's countenance, and his comforrable prefence 
never fails to fcatter and diflipate when enjoyed. 
It is probable, had there been no fin, there would 
have been no fuffering, fince all our fufferings have 
refpeft to our bodies, or our minds ; but the for- 
fner fuff>:r as they are mortal -, all our aches, and 

pains. 
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pains, and fickneffes, growing from the feeds of 
mortality fown in our natures, and are no other 
than the harbingers, or advanced guards of ap^ 
proaching death ; fo Ipeak the oracles of God, 
Rom. V. 12. Sin entered into the worlds and deaib 
by Jin. And the latter are oppreffed with griefs 
and cares, partly arifing from an union with the 
corruptible body, and partly by reafon of the ig- 
norance, doubts and fears arifing from, and being 
the confequence of, the reparation between God 
and the foul occafioned by fin. Such fuffering 
as mufl: iflue in death, was what the almighty 
threatened in cafe of difobedience ; fuch was the 
fanftion of the law, and fuch was the penalty due 
to difobedience ; therefore the law which manifefts 
no mixture of mercy to the finner, nor encourages 
the offender to difobey with any hopes of impu- 
nity, makes no abatement when It exafts, nor 
dedufts from the number of ftripes when it in- 
flifts. If God's own fon therefore, his only be- 
gotten fon, his well beloved and co-equal fon, is 
I found in fafliion as a man, and charg ed as a fi nner^ 
God's own law fliews him no favour orjrelp edt ; 
; if he feems to faint at the approaching hour and 
j prays that the cup may pafs from him, it cannot 
: be granted ; he muft dr^ the very dregs of the 
> divine indignation agaiB fin ; he muft bleed at 
'■> every pore of his facred body, and feel the venge- 
. ful dagger pierce his very foul, and be offered up 
* as a whole burnt offering upon the wood of his 
i crofs. 

3dly. When we fee the fuftering Saviour bath- 
ed in blood, and wading through a fea of forrow, 
we may well be led to afk with feme in his time, 
was he a finner greater than all becaufe thefe things 

fell 
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fell upon him ? But how ftrange is the anfwer ! ' 
No, in him there was no fin^ for, he did no fin^ 
neither was guile found in his mouth. The holy 
Jefus was pure and undefiled in his nature, being 
that holy thing that was born of Mary, nor was 
there blame or blemifh in his pious, holy, and 
felf-denied life ; yet he fuffered -, but fays Peter, 
** It was the juft for the unjuft, that he might 
" bring us to God." iPet.iii. i8. " Weefteem- 
*' ed him ftricken and fmitten of God and afflift- 
" ed ; but he was wounded for our tranfgreffions, 
" he was bruifed for our iniquity, welikelheep 
*' had gone aftray, and the Lord did lay upon him 
*' the iniquity of us all/' If liii. 5. 6. This was 
one great end of our Lord's coming into the 
world ; he came to fave bis people from their Jins^ 
but this could not be accompliflied, but by carry- 
ing their forrows -, man had finned and man muft fuf- 
fer ; Jefus therefore the God, became man, that 
for the finner, he might fuffer, and become his 
Saviour; hence faith bleffed Paul, 2 Cor. v. 21. 
*' He hath made him to be fin for us, who knew 
" no fin i" and, " We have redemption through 
" his blood, even the forgivenefs of fin." Eph. 
i. 14. 

Thus we have feen ^r Saviour fuffer, and by 
that fuftering (tilling all the threats and menaces 
of the injured and violated law, fo that in refped: 
of the purchafe of his blood, that fcripture is 
fulfilled. Job xxxiii. 24. " Deliver him from 
*' gmng down to the pit, I have found a ranfom :'* 
Let us next attend to the obedience of his life, in 
which we fliall find the utmofl: requirements of 
the righteous law fo compleatly and perfeftly an- 
fwered, that even according to the juftice and 

righte- 
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nghteoufnefs thereof, it fhall be added, be (hall 
fee his face with joy ; for he will render unto man 
bis right eoufnefs^ vcr. 26. 

The obedience the law of God required, and 
to which the promife of life was made, may agree- 
able to our Lord's own explication thereof, be re- 
duced to thefe two principal heads, the love of Gcd^ 
and the love of our neighbour. In refpeft to the 
love of Gody our Saviour's conduft in his words ^nA, 
anions^ and the divine pleafure fignified concern- 
ing thefe, fhall be the touch-ftone of the perfec- 
tion of his obedience. 

Pf. xl. contains a precious predi6lic«i of the 
Mediator, and fets forth his great willingnefs inr 
undertaking man's redemption, agreeable to the 
firfl gofpel promife ; in the volume of the book it 
is written of tne^ that I fhould in the fullneft of 
time be fent forth, made of a woman, to bruife 
the lerpent's head, by dying for fin, and by an 
obedient life, in exaft conformity to thy holy law 
fhould bring in an everlafting rightcoufnefs for 
all the chofen race ; and Iq\ I come^ with willing- 
and obedient mind I come, to execute thy ever- 
lafting purpofes, O Father, and reftore the lofl. 
Behold me ready to do, whatever tliy mofl righte- 
ous law requires, for / it^ght to do thy will O my 
God, yea thy law, which manifefts it, is written 
in my heart. 

Thefe words and declarations indicate the ftrong- 
eft affeftion to God and his ways, and agreeable 
to this profeflion, the blefTed fpirit reprefents hitn 
as entering upon the ftage of the world, and the 
work of his miniftry, faying, " Behold my fer- 
*' vant, he fhall deal prudently, and fhall bring 
" forth judgment to the Gentiles, he fliall not 

•' faib 
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** fail "AOIP be difcouraged, *till he hath fet 
** judgment in the earth, and the ifles fhall wait 
•* for his law. If. lii. i^.andxlii. 1.4. Ourblef^ 
fed Lord began very early to manifeft his love to 
God, when twelve years old, and he liad tarried 
behind his parents at Jerufakm, tuifi ye not (faid 
he) that I muft be about my father* s bufinefs ? This 
was his great work, this he accounted his^ meat 
and his drink \ his difciples little underftood what 
he had upon his hands, or what was neafeft to his 
heart, when they reafoned among themfelves, fay- 
ing, bath any man brought him ought to eat ? To 
which the dear Jefus faid, my meat is to do the 
will of him that fent me^ and to finifb bis work. 
When the jews in the temple carped at our Lord's 
dodtrine, and contradicted his words, he juftified 
himfclf, from their calumny and flander by in* 
filling upon the truth of his miflion, the foundnefs 
of his dodrine, and the unreproveablenefs of his 
conduft ; and whatever they might think of him, 
yet fays he, / do always thofe things that pleaje him. 
John viii. 29. hence our Lord fays in David, " I 
•* have preached righteoufnefs in the great con- 
•* gregation, I have not refrained my lips O Lord, 
" and that thou knoweft. Pf. x!. 9. And his 
obedience was fo highly **cceptable to the father, 
that with an audible voice from heaven it is pro- 
claimed in the hearing of the people, this is my 
beloved Son^ in whom I am well f leafed. So well 

C' afing and acceptable was the obedience of our 
rd, that in the aftive, as well as the paffive part 
thereof, it appears to have been a well finifhed 
work •, and be hath left us an example that wefhould 
follow his fiefs ^ and hath taught us both bywords 

' L and 
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and works, thai tcitHuf bolinefs ng mam Jball fef 
the Lord. i 

In refpeft to the duty of the fecond table, noM 
who believes in the dignity of his perfon, and ^ 
perfeftion of that obedience he paid to God, q^ 
doubt of any deficiency in this. He who ti^ 
" as ye would that men {hould do to you, fa«(^ 
" ye alfo to them," prelcribed not a rule to oth^ 
which he did not exadly obferve and walk % 
himfelf, ard therefore could boldly appeal to his 
enemies, which of you cotroincetb me of Jin. John 
viii. 46. In a word, fuch was the perfe&ion of 
our Lord's obed ence, fuch was the compleatnef^ 
of the righteoufnefs he wrought out by his holy 
life, and fin-atoning death, that the top-ftone of 
the glorious edifice was erefted with a fhout, IT 
IS FINISHED. Now was fulfilled the glorious 
work fpoken of by Daniel, chap. ix. 24. reconci- 
liation for iniquity^ was now made by the blood 
of Jefus, tranjgreffton was finiflied by the facrifice 
of the bleeding lamb of God, and \S\^ftns of bcr 
lievers (hould no more abound to their condemr 
nation, fince Jefus had now paid the price of i^i^ 
blood to redeem th^ m. IT IS FINISHED, an 
eve- lafii'ng nghteoiifnefs is brought irtj a righteouf- 
nefs i'potlefs, comp^eat, and every way perfed, 
even the righteoufnefs of a redeeming God. 

It having been demonfbrated that Jefus our 
Lord in his life and death, did, and fuflrered,'all 
that was neceflary to deliver the ofiender from 
punilhment, and give him a rightful title to life; 
it only remains tofnew, that this righteoufnefs is 
imputed, reckoned or placed to the account of 
every believer. 

And this will manifeftly appear, by adverting 

to 
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16 what has already been advanced, namely, that 
Jelbs fufFered and obeyed, not for himfelf, or on 
liis own account, but for others. Had he not ca- 
dged as a furety, there could not poffibly have 
fife^n any obligations upon him, to doj or fufFer^ 
(fettfig that previous to fuch engagement, he was 
5fteffe6Hy holy and compleatly happy, being God 
"bVer all bleffed for ever. This is that precious 
tfb6trine both'the prophets and apoftles had an eye 
tinto, and fo much rejoiced in. This doftrine 
was held forth in every bleeding viftim, which 
indicated a typical transfer of guilt from the of- 
ferer to the offered ; and thefe had always refpeft 
unto the Lord Jefus, in whom thefe things are 
Realized, and what before exifted but in fhadow, 
now is exhibited in the glorious fubftance. 

The prophet Jeremiah foretelling the glories 
of his kingdom, and the happinefs of his time, 
faith, " in his days, Judah fhall be faved, and 
•* Ifrael fhall dwell fafely, and this is the name 
** wherewith he (hall be called, the Lord our 
*' righteoufnefs. Jer. xxiii. 6. Ourrighleoufnefs^ 
liow ? not by hereditary right, tiot of debt, that 
we could make a demand of it, but ours by the 
free grace of God, beftowed, not on the rich and 
righteous, but on xhtfoor infpiri^^ the unrighteous 
and finners, that they maythereby be made righte- 
ous, and accepted as fuch. Daniel the prophet fays, 
he fhall bring in an everlafting righteoufnefs^ for 
whom ? For what end ? For the poor finner that 
-wants a covering, that imputed to him, it may be 
his acceptable wedding- garment. Our blefled 
Lord wanted no robe to adorn him, he was cloath- 
cd with light and majefly from eternity •, and the 
righteoufnefs he wrought out on earth was in- 
L 2 tended 
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tended for the purchafe of his blood ; hia church; 
his fpoufe i that fhe might be prefented to the 
king in raiment of needle-work, and have adoathn 
ing of wrought gold. The righteoufnefs JeTm 
performed he imparts, be renders umtB mMiiHA 
righteoufnefs^ that he, like Jofeph when he iboii 
before Pharaoh, may come with joy and boMa^ 
into the prefence of the Lord. This rigbOon^ 
nefsy wrought out by Chrift, and which is nuw 
unto us of God, is by imputation ; Paul praydi 
to obtain this by imputation j David's bleiled man 
who has righteoufnefs without works, has it by 
imputation ; nor does the fcripture know or teach 
any other way to falvation but by righteoufneffii 
and this can only be obtained by imputation* Pcf^ 
mit me juft to add, and I difmifs the point, that as 
Jefus Chrift was not, could not, be a (inner but 
by the imputation of fin •, none of Adam's poftt^ 
rity could be guilty through his offence, but by 
imputation -, fo none of the feed of the fecon^ 
Adam can be righteous, but by the imputatioR 
of his righteoufnefs ; hence faith the apodle, ** he 
** hath made him to be fin for us, who knew no 
" fin, that we might be made the righteoufnefs 
" of God in him." 2 Cor. v. 2r. 

Precious truth ! here is a pardon for the guilty, 
the condemned malefaftor \ here is a cordial, a 
heart-reviving elixir for the fin-fick fainting foul ; 
a balm for the wounded, a releafe for the prifoner, 
a difcharge for the debtor, and doathing for the 
naked. 

Are there any amongft you that hear me this 
day, that live regardlefs of any righteoufnefs at 
all ? I take it for granted then ye live regardlefe 
of heaven alfo, for die latter can neither be ob- 
tained, 
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Ultied, nw enjoyed without the former ; for with- 
Mf holinefs no manjhallfee the Lord. What dse- 
mon, what devil hath bewitched you, and blind- 
ed your minds ! What, fubjefts to the king of 
i^gs, and live without regard to his laws ! Ra- 
tional creatures, and live as exempt from all ob- 
Hgations of duty to your creator 1 God will fure- 
fy>vifit for thefe things and caufe the ftubborn 
Kbe], and obftinate offender who fcorned to kifs 
the golden fcepter of his love, to bow down be- 
neath the iron rod of his vindi6tive juftice. 

When Adam firft finned and fell from God, he 
faw his nakednefs, and fought to patch up a co- 
vering ; but it feems the God of this world hath 
fo blinded your minds and hardened your hearts 
by finning, that you arc unconfcious of your 
naked condition, and can glory in your fhamc. 
O ye dry- bones hear the word of the Lord •, " be- 
^ caufe I have called, and ye refufed, I have 
^ ftretched out my hand, and no man regarded ; 
^ I alfo will laugh at your calamity, I will mock 
^^ when your fear cometh ; when your fear com- 
^ eth as defolation, and your deftruftion cometh 
** as a whirlwind ; then fhall they call upon me, 
•' but I will not anfwer, they Ihall feek me, but 
** they (hall not find me ; becaufe they hated 
" knowledge and did not chufe the fear of the 
*' Lord." Prov. i. 24 — 30. " Beware there- 
*' fore, left this come upon you which is writ- 
" ten.*' Afts xiii 40. 

But 2dly, Are there fome who fee the need of 
fome rigbteoufnefs to recommend you to the di- 
vine acceptance ? And are ye diligently ('but vain- 
ly and unprofitably) employed, in procuring a 
robe of recommendation, a righteoufnefs peifedt 
L 3 and 
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•and compleat as the law that requires it ? Perm^ 

*J"me to caution you, take heed that your garmeAt 

be without fpot or wrinkle •, one fpot will fpoil 

the whole, and leave you under the curfc. Take 

heed it be not too fhort, you will be obnoxious 

to the malediftion of the law, not only for-49- 

ing what it forbids, but alio for not doing and 

^^that in the' moft perfeft manner, all that it coii- 

' mands. Take heed that your garment be lafting 

ancfdurable, you cannot ftand in the prefencc of 

the righteous God with a ragged thread-bare coat; 

nothing lefs can be difpenfed with by the pure 

and perfcft law, than a flaming heart, a heart 

burning with love and unquenchable dcfire to 

God and his works. Are you able to produce a 

righteoufnefs fo perfedt, fo compleat every way ? 

No, fee your parents in the garden, attempting 

to hide their Ihame and nakednefs in vain ;. be 

Warned by their folly, and lend your ear for in- 

ftruftion to the Lord. " Wherefore do ye fpend 

'' money for that which is not bread, and your 

'' labour for that which fatisfieth not ? Hearken 

" diligently unto me." If. Iv. 2. "I have laid 

*' help upon one that is mighty, I have exalted 

'^ one chofen out of the people •, in his name 

" (hall they rejoice all the day, and in his righte- 

" oufnefs fliall they be exalted." Pf.lxxxix. 16, 

But 3dly, Do fome of you fee the neceflity of 
a righteoufnefs, mofl perfect and compleat, and 
arc you convinced that you have no fuch righte- 
k oufnefs, nor hopes of ever producing fuch. Hap- 
^ py for you poor naked fouls, the Lord God will 
cloath you, not with the^/« of a flain beaft, but 
with the precious righteoufnefs, the coftly robe pre- 
pared 
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^red by our gracious Saviour, on purpofe to be 

A' covering for poor naked finners ; and of which, 

^t4ie Jkins that were worn by our common parents, 

>were but a type. This righteoufnefs^ will at once 

<^6loath and cover you, Iheltering you from all 

-^ Wafts and ftorms of divine indignation, and 

'¥lfchly adorn you, rendering you fit to ftand be- 

-^ore the king. This rigbteoufnefs is a compleat 

^.Wvering, not like Aaron's veftment, (which might 

''be a faint fhadow of this) reaching only down to 

the knee ; but like the long white garment John 

law Jefus wear. Rev. i. 13, reaching down to 

^ the feet. 1 his right eoufnefs^ is the acceptable 
•wedding garment, found in this^ you are a wel- 

• come gueft. Bear with me whilft I add, this 
right eoufnefs^ is free, for every naked finner ; ten 
thoufand worlds cannot purchafe // ; but true in- 
digence of fpirit obtains //. This with all the 
'gifts of God arc free •, free grace, free mercy, 
♦rree righteoufnefs, a free Chrlft, and a free hea- 

■"ven ; come then ye poor and purchafe, buy with- 

l^'out money and without price. 

^^i> Laftly, ye, who in the language of my text 
•c^n fay, furely in the Lord have I righteoufnefs and 
Jhengthy what is to be expefted from you, how 
do you find your hearts difpofed towards God ? 
Does this perfuafion make you carelefs and neg- 
ligent ? Does this precious doftrine lead you to 
diflblute lives and licentious praftices .? Totally 
the rcverfe ; they who imagine this, feem utter 
ftrangers to the holy, quickening, fin-hating, God- 
loving nature of fovereign, divine, and efficaci- 
ous grace. Ye labour not in mortifying your 
lufts, and felf-denied obedience, to deferve the 
good land, which is freely given you of grace ; 

but 
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but to fubdue the rebel Canaanites that yet re- 
main, that ye may live to God sSone^ ^uid ferve 
him in righteoufnefs and frue bolinefsj all fbt days 
of your life. Ye have no reafon to conclude, that 
becaufe Jefus obeyed the law for you, as a C9ye<^ 
nant, and thereby gives you a title to eternal Ig: ; 
that you are not under the law as creatures, and 
the higheft and ftrongeft obligadons to dievcM 
your all to your creator •, yea, this fuperlative in- 
ftance of the divine goodnefs sulded to all his for- 
mer favours to you, muft be fo far from diminifh- 
ing your obligations to gratitude and love,^ that 
they are infinitely heightened thereby. 

To conclude, (ince the adorable Jefus, has done 
fo much for you, think no labours too hard, no 
toil too gres^t, to undergo with chearfulnefs, for 
his fake •, prcfs forward thro* every difficulty, 
faint under no difcour^gements, flirink beneath 
no crofs, nor .ftart from any trial ; let the hea 
reviving hope, of which you partake, anima 
your minds and bear up your fpirit* in the glc 
ous work. Is your way through the world paiiD^ 
ful and perplexing ? Thanks be to God it is np(| 
long; and if your crofs be heavy, the crown, the- 
never-fading crown that awaits you, fhaH be 
bright. 
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If when "m were enemies we were 
reconciled to Gody hy the dtfith of his 
Sony much more being reconciled we 
Jhall befaved by his life. 

IT Jias been debated whether there ever was, 
or can be fuch thing in the world as a real 
atheift in principle ; that too many are fuch 
ia praftice, cannot be denied or doubted : The 
great teacher of the gentile Ephefians^ fays of 
them, ye were without Chrift, and " atheiib 
** in the world/' Eph. ii. 12, and reminding the 
Galatians of the ftate from which they had in much 
mercy been called, faith, " howbeit then when 
" ye knew not God, ye did ferviee unto them 
** which by nature; are no Gods/! Gal. iv. S, 
therefore God even in thefe, did not leave him- 
felf without witnefs in their confciences, of his 
exiftence. The fame writer obferves, " that the 
*' invifible things of him from the creation of the 
** world are clearly fcen, being undcrftood by 
?^ the things that: are made, even his eternal pow* 
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** er and godhead •, Rom. i. 20. The power and 
wifdom of the adorable creator (hine forth with 
a ilriking magnificence in all the vifible creation, 
and carry conviftion as far and wide as the utmoft 
bounds thereof extend. We arc immediately 
ft^allowed up in myftery, and loft in a labyrfitfh 
of wonder and furprize, when we begin to con- 
template the power of that arm that launched tWs 
huge terraqueous globe with it's inconceivable car-* 
go of rocks and defarts, fe^s ^nd ipoyntains, in 
liquid air, to float as a fhijp on the ocean of wa- 
ters. How ftriking is that interrogafon, and 
how ftrong the idea it prefents us with ! ** Wh6 
*' hath meafured the 'waters in the hollow; of his 
** hand ?'*'Who but this almighty Lqrd ? ** and 
•' meted out the heavens with the fpan, and 
** comprehended the duft of the e^rth in a n)ea- 
'' fure, and weighed the mountains in fcales, 
" and the hills in a ballance ?" If xl. i2; This 
is peculiar to him, of whom it is beautifully faid, 
■** he fpak^, and it was done, he commanded ahd 
." it ftood faft. Pf. xxxiii. 9. 

Nor does his wifdom lefs difcover itfelf in every 

'part of the vaft and wide creation ; " for day 

'^ unto diay uttcreth fpeech ; and night unto night 

*' fheweth his unfearchable.knowledge. Heknow- 

** eth the fprings of the fea, and is acquainted \ 

** with all the Tubterraneous paflagesof the deep 

^ waters -, hell itfelf is naked before hinl, and 

■ *' deftruftion hath no covering, He knows how 

** to bind the fwcet influences of the pleiades, or 

" loofe the bands of Orlfon. He knoweth the 

' ** number of the ftars, and calleth them all by 

** their names/* 

But what Ihall be faid to the difcovery of his 

grace, 
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pgrace, and the manifeftation of his. love to fin- 
ners ? Manifefted, what created mjnd.^an con- 
ceive the tranfcendant greatnefs thereof, in the 
iineftimable gift of his only-botten Son ! For this 
viny.ftery of myfteries, for the difcovery of this 
fOyerlafting love which w^s eternally hid. in the bo- 
.ft>m of the Deity, we are entirely beholden to re- 
ji^elatidn. Nature, altliough voluminous in. the 
difplay of the wiidom: and power of God, and his 
goodnefs in general as exhibited in all her works ; 
yet is unable to make any parti(pular difcoveries 
of his love and mercy, and although every herb 
of the field hath a voice, and every ftar in the 
firmamen.t a tongue to. ^declare and publifh the 
former -, yet the cro/s. alone on which, our Je/us 
died, fully and fatisfadtorily makes known the 
latter. 

That finners who had rebelled againft their king 
^nd God, forfeited all .claim to his favour, and 
merited the hotteft hdl, Ihould be redeemed, and 
.that with blood divine, is a myftery that angels 
in vain defire to look into. The beloved difciple 
when meditating.on this myfterious mercy mani- 
fefted to poor finners, cries out in an extatic ftrain, 
" what manner of love is this, the Father hath be- 
" ftowed upon us, that we fhpuld be called the 
" Sons of God." i John ii. i, and a little after in 
the fame letter, " in this was manifefted the 
" love of God towards us, becaufe that God 
" fent his only-begotten Son into the woirld, that 
" we might live through him." Ch. iv. 9. This 
is the important truth holden forth to the v/orld 
in the word of the gofpel ; " he that believeth 
*' on the Son of God, hath the witnefs in him- 
^' feif," of that tranfcendant love of God in 

giving 
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frbe9$ we were wUbcutftrength^ (ajtbenon) ftrength- 
^ lelk, ddlitute of ail fpiricual pov^er whereby to per- 
form any thing pleafing or acceptable to God^ 
Matchlefs mercy that in this enfeebled ftate thd 
Lord fhould favourably look upon us i for a taKhd 
of power he had depofited in our hands, and 'had 
right to expect his own with ufury j juftly thei^- 
fore might he have liud, (fince we had only nb^ 
improved his talent, not only hid it in a napkin 
to prefent to him his own ; but had unfaithfully 
fquandered it away} take this (not only unprofita- 
ble^ but) wicked and faithlefs fervant, and caft 
him into outer darknefs, where there is weeping 
and wailing, and gnafliing of teeth. But that God 
fhould look upon us in this ftate, fhould enter- 
tain kind thoughts of love, yea fhould commend 
his love to us ; is god-like and marvellous be- 
yond all conception •, fuch undeferved goodnefs 
man could never have expefted, if God had not re- 
vealed it. While wewtre yet finners^ (amartolon) a 
i crooked and perverfe generation that made a trade 
*f of finning, finned without remorfe, and continued 
therein, as if we had come into the world for no 
other end, and to do no other work. It does not 
appear that we had begun to abate our fpeed, or 
lofe our relifli for fin when God commended his 
i love towards us, and made manifeft his mercy ; 
\ but while yet we refolutely kept the field, and 
\ ftood in arms againft the God ot heaven and earth ; 
i while yet we violated his laws, and flighted his 
I mercy, caft his reproofs behind our backs and 
llhut our ears againft him ; yet even then, (mira" 
^bile dietii) O wonderful goodnefs ! God made 
manifeft his love, and fpared not his co-equal and 
. co-eternal Son. Sin not only transforms the foul, 

and 
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and defaces the divine image impreflfed thereon; 
but alfo is in it's very nature oppofite and con- 
trary to the immaculate purity of the divine be- 
ing ; nor it is poffible that God in his holy na- 
ture can be reconciled thereto. 
: , Now it muft be acknowledged to be a work 
highly becoming the wifdom, the goodnefs, and 
the love of God; to make a way for the falvation 
pf the finndr, yet manifeft his difpleafure againft 
fin, in fuchwife, that his holinefs and juftice can- 
not be impeached ; but he can htjuft^ yetyw/?/- 
fy the ungodly. If when we were enemies^ What 
might we juftly have expefted as the reward of 
our rebellion ? What lefs than that the Lordjhmld 
/wear in his wrath^ they (hall not enter into my refi. 
We were enemies^ but the Lord of hofts had no- 
thing to fear from us, for we were without firengtb. 
Nor reconciled, had he any thing to hope from 
us, for we v^txc: Jinners^ and had an enmity in our 
nature to all that was good. 

This is the wretched ftate of man, when the 
mercy of God firll moved towards him. . He is 
not a man pofleft of power, by which he performs 
many virtuous a6ts, but enfeebled in all his fa- 
culties, a valetudinarian in fpiritual exercifes, a 
fmner, aftubborn offender in life, and an enemy 
to God and godlinefs in his heart. 

Now all that is effedted in us, for our ftrength- 
ening, pardon, and reconciliation, is by Chrift*s 
dying for us; and is therefore by the apoftle op- 
pofed to each of thefe. Were we without (Irength ? ^ 
Chrijt died for the ungodly^ not for righteous per-^ 
fons pretending a claim to heaven for the fake of 
their own virtues as fuch •, but for ungodly fin- 
ners ; that hereby they might become righteous^ 

and 
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^ When wew -.- / ^^^ ^ ^^^ ^ 

^lds,dcftir • ''lys^^"^^^ Cbrift died 

form an' /•^,/:*-*^//^'^7perfons^ forfuch 

MatchV ^jfilf^-A^^^ **^ ^^^ '"IS^^ 

Lord ff -^^^^f^"^ S^^*^ ^ ^^ ^^ reconciled 

of po' *>^ ^"^^^S^- ^^^ ^^^ blcffings there- 

righ' ^'^5'^>'^/V W<>od, all fpiritual com- 

foiv fif ^/jv /'^^^ io us through the vehicle of 

*°^ ^^wP^^^ ^^^ Redeemer fayjn words 

^ So^' tLod. y^ 25, " furely a bloody fpoufa 

^ grt ^?^pooT trembling finner, who in his own 
i^^^fion is on the verge of the bottomlefs 
aff^^ho like the publican in the temple (lands 
f^'^ and fcarce dare lift his eyes towards 
reni If*y» ^^^ ^"^^ P^^^ difconfolate creatures, 
M^n f*"^ ufeful leflbns of inftruftion from the 
^^{jj^eivations already made on this precious fcrip* 

(iiiir» 

ift, God*s love to (inners is free and undeferv- 
ed ; and the whole world when arraigned at God's 
bar is brought in guilty, not one excepted, for, 
all have finned^ and come Jhort of the glory of God^ 
and there is none rigbteons^ no not one. Rom. iii. 
10—23. Now if there be falvation for any, why 
not for you as foon as any other ? For there is no 
difference. The gofpel of our Lord JefusChrift is 
as freely preached to you, as ever it was to thofe 
who hearing and believing it, are now in glory ; 
and it is propofed to you on the fame terms, be- 
lieve on the Lord Jefus Chrift and yejhall be faved. 
The faints in glory, of whom the facred pen-man 
of this precious pafTage is not the leaft, (in hea- 
ven, although fuch he accounted himfelf to be on 
earth) were once numbered amongft thofe ungod- 



SERMON VII. 177 

ly, ver. 6, for whom the Saviour died 5 and fays 
the divine writer, while we were yet Jinners. Jefus 
Chrift did not poftpone his purpofed death untill 
thefe had left their fins and become righteous ; 
but he fhtd his precious blood, to obtain that 
grace, whereby their hearts fhould be renewed^ 
and they be made righteous. You complain that 
you are yet weak, that your lives have been wick- 
ed, and your hearts to this moment are hard and 
unbelieving. All this you fee is no bar to the 
love of God in Chrift Jefus ; if God had not loved 
finners while yet they were fuch, and in rich mer- 
cy undertaken to recover them from that ftate by 
a way worthy of himfelf, they muft have remain- 
ed finners to all eternity, and fuffered the punifh- 
ment due to fin. There is not in this or any age 
of the world a trembling finner whom the Lord 
does not look to in love, nor one that is bowed 
down and contrite in heart, with whom Jehovah 
himfelf does not dwell. 

2dly. Chrift's agonizing and painful death lias 
fully accompliflied the purpofes of heavenly love. 
Hf, the Redeemer of his people came not on a 
fool's errand, nor fpilt his precious blood in vain. 
The price was great, glorious, wonderful. ^7be 
precious blood of the Son of Godj as of a Lamb witb-^ 
out blemifh and without fpot. What could it not 
cffeft ? It was the price of pardon, we had finned, 
the Saviour fuffered -, he died the death we fin- 
ners had defervcd. Pardon therefore is purchafed, 
the price, the inconceivably great and immenfc 
price is paid. Settle the comfortable truth there- 
fore in your hearts ; there needs no fecond pay- 
ment, for there's no after claim. The law wants 
nothing more, ftern jufticc is appeafed, and the 
M glori- 
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glorious work in every part is finijhed. Nor fuf- 
ter it to flip out of your minds, that Jefus died 
for fmncrs, the price is paid for the poor, the 
poor in fpirit^ and their^s^ as the purchafed blef- 
fing, is the kingdom of heaven. Rejoice and be 
glad in your reconciled God, for be was inChrift 
reionciling the world unto himjelf. Herod and Pon- 
tiu;^ Pilate who before were at enmity, were re- 
conciled to each other in condemning Jefus ; but 
God, and finners who were before at enmity are 
reconciled in the execution of that fentence, thro* 
the fliedding of his moft valuable blood, for when 
we were enemies^ . we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son. Therefore do ye daily meditate 
on the blood and death of the dear Son of God, 
and draw your cure, a perfedt cure, a cure for all 
the maladies of your fm-fick fouls from the Re- 
deemer's crofs. He bled the precious balm poor 
wounded fmners want, nor is his blood grown 
old, nor has it loft it's power, He is a Saviour to 
to the uttermoji for all that come to God by bim^ 
and whofoever comesy finners hear and lay up in 
your hearts the precious faying, / will in no wife 
cafi out. 

jdly. You are hereby alfo taught that falvation 
is not but by the blood of Chrift, for there is no 
juftlfication but in confequence of his vic arious 
v/ death ; therefore they who ftrive and toiTthink- 
ing by their own felf-laboured works to enter in- 
to heaven, do but fpnd their Jirength for nought^ 
and their labour for that which fatisfietb not. Such 
are thieves and robbers, they refufe to come in 
by the door Chrift Jefus, and attempt to climb 
up and enter another way ; thefe rob God of the 
glory due to his name as the only Saviour. If. 

xlv* 
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•xiv. 21. They rob Chrift of his glory, in pre* 
tending to join to his perfect and complcatly 
finiflied work, their own poor and paltry perform- 
ances ; or by totally neglefting \ht great faiva- 
tioHy he has wrought out by his arm alone. 

The Lord will be magnified in the falvation of 
his people, and had in reverence of all the faints ; 
the bafe and obnoxious idol of felf-righteoufnefs 
muft not Hand in the temple of the living God ; 
Dagon fliall fall and Merodach fhall be broken in 
pieces, and the Lord alone ftiali be exalted. 1 am 
God and there u none elfe^ and I will not give my glory 
to another^ the glory of myjuftice, which would 
be ftained if I fuffered fin to pafs unpunilhed ; 
the glory of my holinefs, which would be great- 
ly obfcured if I did not require a perfedt rightcouf- 
nefs for falvation ; and the glory of my mercy, 
which would be totally eclipfed if falvation were 
a debt that was owing for fome creature obedience. 

4thiy. You are to note herefrom, the exceeding 
finfulnefs of fin, and the obnoxious ftate of the 
finner in confequence thereof. How exceedingly 
ofFenfive muft fin be conceived to be, in the eyes 
of the immaculate 7^^^T'^^, feeing that his on'y- 
begotten fon, when confidered as the finner's fub- 
ftitute, is confl:rained to drink the bitter cup of 
unmixed vengeance ; nor was there abatement 
made him in the price, of one drop of his precious 
blood. Not all the manifeftations of the divine 
difpleafure againft fin, in the moft alarming and 
diftrefling judgments, fo loudly declare the re- 
fentment of heaven, or paint the hideous monfter 
in fuch terrifying colours, as the blood of the^ 
holy Jefus, fpilt and poured out like water to ex-^ 
plate fin, and manifeft to the finner that there 
M 2 waa 
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was no other way for his reconciliation. Floods 
of water that (hall deluge the earth and drown 
it's ungodly inhabitants •, flames of fire and brim- 
ftone that fhall devour and depopufete whole 
countries •, do not fo much maniftft God's hatred 
of fin, as the fufFerings of his only-begotten and 
welUbeloved Son* He was Jiricken^ fmitten of 
God and affliiled •, he was wounded, bruifed, cbaf- 
iffedy oppejfedy and cut offoutoiiht land of the liv- 
ing •, he had done no violence, yet the Lord bruifed 
him, and put him to grief. The mofl: exquifite fuf- 
ferings of our bleflcd Lord, are dcfcribed and thus 
fet forth in a variety of expreflions, adapted by in- 
finite wifdom to the greatnefs and various fenfations 
of forrow, the illuftrious fufferer felt •, by the 
evangelical prophet, ch. liii. who remarks upon 
the whole, that tranfgreffion and iniquity, even 
cu/r tranfgreffions, our iniquities, were the caufe. 
Settle it then in your hearts as a truth mo- 
mentous and undoubted, that fin when it feems 
mofl: pleafing, is then mofl: poifonous ; and when 
folicited to compliance therewith, turn your eyes 
J to yonder crofs •, there fee what fin has done, and 
" be affured it is ftill the famt.% And while you 
view the bleeding Lamb ftretched on the wood 
of his crofs •, a(k your heart, Whence is all this? 
What has he done ? Wretch that I am, what have 
/ I done ? Have not my fins faflened him to the 
\^ crofs ? Has not my unbelief pierced that ten- 
der bleeding heart, that now trembles in the pangs 
of death, and while bathed in it's own gore, yet 
flames with love ? G grace unparallelled, match- 
lefs mercy ! can it be that it ftiould flame with 
love to me, a finner, and his murderer ? Yes, 
adored be fovereign grace, adored be matchlefs 

and 



SERMON VII. i8i 

and fuperlative goodnefs, the finners furety bleeds, 
the finners Saviour prays, father forgive^ nor did 
he bleed, or pray in vain. And if when we were 
yet without ftrength^ and ungodly^ Chrift died for 
us, much more will he fave us by living in us ; 
if while we were yet finners^ he engaged by death 
to fave us, how much more being yi^r;^^- he will 
live to intercede for us. In a word, if when we 
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Sony much more being reconciled^ we jball be 
faved by his life ; which leads us to the fecond 
principal part of the text, and which prefents us 
with a ftate of amity^ from whence to infer the 
certainty of falvadon fecured unto us by his life. 

Salvation refpefts, firft, a deliverance from that 
death, our fins had deferved, and to expiate 
which, the Redeemer fhed his blood ; this Elihu 
had an eye unto in that beautiful paffage. Job 
xxxiii, 24, " deliver him from going down in- 
'' to the pit, I have found a ranfom ; deliver 
him ; (Pedahbehu^) redeem him^ pay the price for jf 
him, not of corruptibles, gold or Jilver^ but pre'^ 
cious bloody the blood of Chrift, pure and fpotlefs 
as a lamb without blemifli. I have found a ran^ 
fomy {Gopher j) a coverings Chrift Jefus the mef- 
fenger, the interpreter, the one of a thoufand, ^ 
the true mercj-feat ; in him I am pleaied, in him^^ 
my TouTacquiefces. ' 

ThiSj our apoftle alfo looks unto, ver. 9, " much 
^ more then being juftified by his blood, wc 
" Ihall be faved from wrath through him.'* Sin 
being pardoned through the blood of atonement, 
can no more condemn, and the finner being juftified 
through the redemption that is in Chrift Jefus, 
has nothing to fear from the rigour of the law, 

M 3 or 
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or the juftice of God ; fince the former can pro- 
duce no indi6lment againft him, and the latter 
has accorded to his free and full juftification. 
The wrath of God^ fays the fcripture, is revealed 
from heaven againft all ungoddnefs and unrighteouf- 
nefs of men, but Jefus Chrift is appointed and fef 
forth to be a propitiation for fin, that the finner 
might be reconciled through faith in bis bloody 
and obtain the remilTion of fins ; and hereby be de- 
livered from the curfe, and freed from condem- 
nation. Sinners becaufe of their tranfgreflions 
have deferved to die eternally, and to wail on 
beds of inextinguifhable fire for ever % and no- 
thing but the biood-fhedding of the Son of God 
could prevent it ; for without fhedding of blood 
(fays the law which was but a fhadow) there is 
no remiflion, not even in the ftiadow •, muchlefs 
in the realizing, fubftantiating difpenfation of the 
gofpel. But fince Chrift the Lord has died, he 
has made a full and perfeft fatisfaftion for the 

; fins of all that fliall believe in him ; and notwith- 
ftanding a finner may cry out in refpeft of his 
corrupt nature yet remaining, and the frequent 
ebullitions of corruption, " O wretched man that 
*' I am, who Ihall deliver me from the body of 
*' this death ? Yet the believer will always have 
a heart-reviving anfwer in readinefs,* / thank God, 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord, I fliall be delivered 
from the body of death I feel, and from the death 
I might juftly fear, had he not died to redeem 
jme. 

2dly, Salvation refpefts that ftate of bleflednefs, 

.which Jefus the forerunner is gone to prepare for 
Jbis people ; and concerning which he hath faid, 
/ will come again and receive you to myfelf, thai 

where 
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where I am, there ye may be alfo. This is that fal- 
vation, the finner made holy, enjoys in the light 
of God's countenance 5 by which his heart is 
made glad more than with wine -, and in the bea- 
tific fight of the moft amiable of all objefts, whofe 
footfteps fliine with fuch refulgent brighrnefs in 
the things that are feen, the workmanfhip of his 
hands. The royal pfalmift feems to have had a 
lively conception of this heavenly blefl^ednefs, and a 
thorough knowledge wherein it did confift, when 
he fays, Ff. Ixxiii, 25, '* Whom have I in heaven 
'' but thee ? What are all the glories that heaven 
itfelf can boaft in comparifon of my God, a king- 
dom without Chrifl:, cati yield no happinefs, not 
even a kingdom in heaven ; thrones and crowns, 
&c.- compared with him, are not worth a wifh, 
not even to be enjoyed through everlafting ages 
and in heaven too. But, fays he, Pf. xvi, 11, 
" in thy prefence there is fullnefs of joy. What 
can I want when I have thee ? Happy foul that 
can fay the Lord is my portion, even while on 
earth thefe fliall have no lack, and in heaven 
there is {Sebabh,) expreflive word, /«//»^/f of joy, 
at thy right hand there are pleafures for evermore. 
So near to thee my God, I muft be happy, thy 
muniflcicnt hand difpenfes blefljngs in abundance, 
and from the fmilings of thy face eternal day and 
infinite delights iflue •, for thefe 'pleasures, will be 
fuch for evermore. Not like the tranfient blaze 
of feeble pleafures arifing from created good, 
which difappoint our moft fanguine expedations, 
and vanifh taftelefs in the higheft enjoyment of 
them. 

Precious falvation ! How marvellous the love 
^hat firft moved it ! How unfearchable the wif'- 

dom 
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dtm that phnned it ! How fovcreign, ftrange, and 
free the grace that efFeds It ! *Tis wonder all ! 
Lord what is man ? It had been a mercy to have 
favcd the finful, obnoxious creature from hell ; 
but how inconceivably high does that mercy rife, 
that exalts him to heaven ; reftores him to the di- 
vine image and favour ; and confers a crown of 
everlafting felicity ! This complete and confum- 
mate falvation, comprehends in it, all that was 
neceflarily previous thereto ; and which were ap- 
pointed and intended, as means for the obtaining 
of it. Muft the finner be convinced of fin, in or- 
der to lead him to Jefus ? This is a blefling re- 
fulting from the death and refurreftion of the Son 
of God 'y " It is expedient for you that I go a- 
*' way, for if I go not aw^y the comforter will 
** not come, but if I go I will fend him unto 
*' you, and when he is come, he fliall reprove 
^' the world of fin,^' &c. - Hence faith our blef- 
fed Lord, " Every man that hath heard and learn- 
^' ed of the Father cometh unto me." John vi, 
45. The whole need not a phyfician, but they that 
are fick ; nor will any be perfuaded to come to 
Chrift, 'till quickened by his gracious fpirit, and 
** made willing in the day of his power." Grace 
in all its various operations on the foul, is includ- 
ed, and becomes a conftituent part in this falva- 
tion. 

All the difpenfations of providence, adverfity, 
\ profperity, honour, diihonour, contempt, ap- 
\ plaufe ; with all the believer's crpfles, bodily af- 
\ fliftions, fpiritual defertions, tides of divine and 
* religious joys ; ebbs of comfort, damps, dif- 
f trufts, and darkeft days pf clouded experience, 
; are comprehended in this great falvation ; and 
^■^'-■^''■■' through 
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through the unfearchabk wifdom, and fuperabun^ 
dant goodnefs of God, confpire to carry it oa 
and compleat it. This comfortable truth is taught, 
in thofe words, " We know that all things work 
'' together for good, to them that love God, to 
*' them that are the called according to his purpofe." 
Rom. viii, 28. This is the lalvation our apoftle 
has an eye to in the text, faying, " If when we 
*' were enemies, we were reconciled to God by 
•* the death of his Son, much more being reconr 
** ciled we fhall be Javed by his life.'* And nor- 
thing fhort of a falvation thus compleat in all it's 
parts, begun, carried on, and finilhed, we may 
juftly expeft and look for, in confequence of the 
Redeemer's life •, rejoicing in this, that if by his 1 
death we are faved from hell, much more by his \ 
life we Ihall afluredly be brought by him, and I 
through him to heaven. 

ift. By his life J below, from which we derive 
a twofold blefling, ift. By his patience and fub- / 
miffion under the moft provoking infults, and the"?"^ 
heavieft fufFerings, " he hath left us an example, 
*' that we Ihould follow his fteps.*' 2d, By the 
exafl: and uniform obedience which he paid to 
the law of God, he hath " brought in an ever- 
" lafting righteoufnefs." It is the latter of thefe 
bleffings, we at prefent are to cor^fider. The a- 
poftle tells us, " Chrift was made under the law,'* 
and therefore becanie fubjedt to all legal injun* 
ftions, moral and ceremonial ; at eight days old, 
he fubmitted to the painful rite of circumcifion, 
a bloody ordinance, and was to him a prefage of 
his bloody death. When about to enter on his 
minlftry, he applies to John for baptlfm, and fig- 
nifies the reafons of his procedure in thofe words, 

" fuffer 
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*' fufFer It to be fo now, for thus it becometh us 
" to fullfil all righteoufnefs/' Jefus ever went up 
to Jerufalem, according to the cuftom of the Jews, 
at all the appointed feafts, and might be faid, 
(perhaps more eminently than St. Paul,) as touch- 
ing the righteoufnefs of the ceremonial law to be 
blamelefs. Nor did the obedience of our blefled 
Lord terminate in the obfervance of ftiadowy rites, 
and temporary inftitutions ; but with much great- 
er propriety might thofe words be applied unto 
the king of faints, than the king of Ifrael, '* I 
" will have refpeft unto all thy commandments/* 

That fcripture was juftly verified in the cha- 
racter and conduft of our Jefus, ** the law of God 
*• is in his heart, none of his fteps ftiall Aide." 
The blood of bullocks, goats and lambs, the 
Lord had no pleafure or delight in •, but the fa- 
crifice of a willing and obedient heart, the Lord 
requires, and is well pleafed with, " my fon give 
*' me thy heart," this the Lord Jefus does, and 
therefore faith, " I delight to do thy will, O my 
*' God, for thy law is within my heart. ■* Chrift^ 
obedience was all perfeft and compleat, adequate 
to the requirements of the perfeft law, and well 
pleafing to the Lord ; hence he is called by the 
prophet by way of fpecial emminency, the Lord's 
righteoufnefs. If. xlvi. 13, " hearken unto me 
" ye ftout-hearted, that are far from righteouf- 
" nefs, I bring near my righteoufnefs." The law 
of God receives it's due honour in the confum- 
mate obedience of our Lord, and is hereby *' mag- 
*' nified and made honourable,'* in the eyes of all 
that look unto it. 

Our glorious redeemer was in himfelf far fupe^ 
rior to all law ; being himfelf the eternal and nrioft 

holy 
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holy Lord, whofe eflence is the very foundation 
and reafon of his law, and whofe uncontroulable 
fovereignity authorizes him to impofe it upon his 
creatures ; and being fuch, could poflibly be un- 
der no obligations to obey. Hence it comes to 
pafs, that when this infinitely high-exalted being, 
made himf elf of no reputation^ Phillip, ii. y.'ekenofe) 
emptied himfelf of the dazzling glory, too bright 
for mortals to behold ; and took upon bim the form 
of a fervanty that all he did, and all he fufFered 
was meritorious ; feeing the law could inflift no 
punifhmenton him that was infinitely remote from 
all fin ; nor exaft any performance by way of 
duty, from him, to whom all obedience was due. 
Therefore what he fufFered was as a furety for his 
people, to fatisfy for their fins, and what he did, 
was in their Head, to give them a title to glory. 
And thus our Saviour is by the prophet Jeremiah, 
chap XXX. 21, reprefented as engaged in the moft 
folemn manner, going about to execute the pur- 
pofes of his love. " Who is this that engaged 
*' his heart to approach unto me faith the 
" Lord ;" that as the meflfenger of the covenant, 
he may propound the terms of reconciliation and 
acceptance for his brethren. This is that which a 
man fhall fwear^ furely in the Lord have I right e- 
oujnefs and firength^ and the whole multitude of 
the redeemed as they return to Sion with finging, 
fhall make this the burden of their fong, the Lord 
our righteoufnefs, 

2dly. The certainty of falvation is infured to 
thofe that are reconciled by his death, by his life^ 
above. And the bond of the believers infurance' ' 
runs thus, becaufe I live, ye fhall live alfo. John 
xiv. 19. That his followers might have no doubts 

of 
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€>f the certainty of their falvation, full, and final by 
feim, he (hewed himfelf to them after his refur- 
region, at various times and in divers manners, 
m4 Signified their fafety in him in fuch words as 
tbefe, all power is given unto me^ in heaven^ and in 
fart.h^ Matt, xxviii. i8. of whom then ftiould ye 
be afraid ? Th(5ugh an hoft of men, and legions 
ipf devils fliould aiTault you, it muft be by my 
permiilion they can touch you. This comfortable 
f:onftrmat4on of the believers faith and hope we 
find, Hev. i. i*. *' I am he that liveth and was 
^^ dead, and behold I am alive for evermpriC, and 
*^ have the keys of hell and death." Therefore has 
die rede/emer opened the kingdom to all believers, 
aiod none can Ihut the gates againft them, Jefus 
fhe great high-prieft of our profeffion, is entered 
ifl for us into die holy place, to appear in the pre- 
fence of Qod^ not by the blood of others, entered 
he into the holy of holies, but by his own moft 
precious blood, having thereby confecrated a new 
and living way. And, having fuch a great high 
priejij that is pajfed into the heavens^ J^fus the Jon 
pf Gody we are exhorted, and encouraged, to 
jcome with boldnefs to the throne of grace, that 
m>e may obtain mercy ^ and find grace to help in time 
>/ need^ Heb. iv. 14. 16. And are affured of falva- 
tion by him 10 the uttermoft, feeing fays the 
apoftle, he enjer liveth to make interceffion for us^ 
chap. vii. 25. Thus by the obedient and merito- 
rious life of Jefus the mediator, below^ a rightful 
daim and tide to everlafting felicity is fecured un- 
to the believer ; and by the power and prevalency 
of his interceffion above^ that grace is imparted, 
and all thofe fuccours granted, that are neceflary 
to bri^g him to the poffeffion and enjoyment there- 

.of. 
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of. Hence it is the apoftle in out text, by a fw^eet 
multo magis infers the certainty of falvation by hii 
life, in confequence of reconciliation by his death* 

The doftrine holden forth In this precious text 
is -, they who are reconciled to God, by the death 
of his ion, fliall obtain certain falvation by the 
life of their Savfoun The truth of which will 
appear by the following confiderations. 

I ft. God's love.tofinners is free, and unmerited; 
this appears fufEciently manifeft in the verfes pre- 
ceding the text; receives confirmation from every 
page of the facred book, and is a truth I have 
briefly treated in the beginning of this difcourft. 
The greatnefs of God's love, is moft fully mani- 
fefted in the gift of his only begotten fon, which 
by the apoftle is called a gift unfpeakable, 2 Cor. 
ix. 15. Heaven and earth with all their myriads 
and millions of created excellencies, bear no comi- 
parifon to this infinitely glorious, and tranfcendarit 
perfon, conc-erning whom, we have that ftriking 
delcription by the prophet If. chap. xl. 12 — 18. 
In which lofty and elegant paflage (not to be pa- 
rallelled) we have a declaration of his grandeur 
and greatnefs, in ver. 1 5, behold^ the naiionSy not 
a country or kingdom, btit the habitable world, 
the whole compafs and extent of the terraqueous 
globe, ** are as a drop of a bucket; and are 
'^ counted as the duft of the balance •," the duft 
which is difperfed by the fmalleft breeze, and Mat- 
tered by the leaft motion of the air \ yea, " He 
" taketh up the ifles as a very little thing. Le- 
^' banon is not fufficient to burn," with all her 
fpicy ftores, vor all thebeajls that graze on its V^ridc 
extended furface, fufficient for a burnt offerings to 
this almighty Lord, this inconceivably great and 
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glorious God, For in his eyes^ all the nations ari 
as nothings yea, /^/i than nothing and vanity. Yet 
this glorious perfon is given as a free gift to the 
children of men, to be a furety for them, in or- 
der to their falvation, " For God fo loved the 
" world, that he gave his only begotten fon, that 
*' whofoever believeth on him ftiould not perifh, 
*' but have everlafting life." John iii, i6. This 
glorious perfon gives himfelf, " for our fin, to re- 
*' deem us from this prefent evil world, &c. Gal. 
i. 4. But who can explai,n, or find out thefource and 
fountain of this love ? Men who have the firft fruits 
of ihefpirit, arelou in contemplating it, and cry out 
in cxtafy, what manner of love is this? Angels who 
ftand in his prefence, and are employed as meflen- 
gers to publifti the glad tidings to the world \ are 
utterly unable to difcover this myftery of love, 
although they ftudy it with pleafing delight, or 
to found with the utmoft ftretch of their bright 
intellectuals the immeafurable depth. Now fmce . 
the love of God which has been manifefted to 
finners, was free and foVereign ; and fince the 
Gcd who has fhewn this love is unchangeable ; 
what an immoveable bafis have believers to build 
their hopes upon ! For, " HE is in one mind, 
'^ and who can turn him ? His gifts and callings 
** are without repentance. Job xxiii. 13. Rom* 
ii, 29. 
^ 2dly. It is impoflible that the fouls for whom 
, Jefus died, fhould die eternally for fin; forjufticc 
itfelf, ftands engaged to deliver them from going 
down to the pit,, fince Chrift has ranfomed them 
at the exhorbitant pric^ of his own blood And 
if in jullice thcfe cannot be fent to hell, becaufe 
Chrift has fuffered all their fins demeiitcd j what 

muft 
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muft become of them at laft, if wc ftiould deny 
them a place in heaven ? Our Saviour has told 
us that the reparation will be to the right hand, and 
left, and the different charafters of the feparated, 
will be fheep and goats ; but the fcriptures tell of 
no middle place, or nature. Believers therefore, 
cannot, muft not be ranked among the goats, be- 
caufe they bear the mark of Jefu's fheep -, they 
have been bought with his blood, and HE the 
good fhepherd has brought them back to the fold, 
his church, upon his Ihoulder. Furthermore, for 
whom Jefus dies, he alfo lived on earth, and lives 
in heaven ; as he became a furety for his people, 
he did and fuffered all that was needful for their 
falvation •, nor is his aftive and paffive obedience 
(however treated of feparatdy and diftinftly,) 
ever to be conceived of, but as one glorious ag- 
gregate, uniting their influence, and conjoining 
their efficacy, to work out a full falvation for the 
believer. 

3dly. The faint's falvation is certain, inafmuch 
as he is a member of Jefu's myftical body ; we 
are, fays the apoftle, members of his body, of his 
flefh, and of his bones, Eph. v. 30, and the argu- 
ment made ufe of for our cinfolation runs thus, 
no man ever yet hated his own flefh. But ye are 
members of the flefti of the Lord Jefus ; there- 
fore he cannot hate you, lut nourijheth and cberifh- 
eth it, his own flefh, but ye are his own flefh. There- 
fore he will nourifh and cherifti you. He will 
notirifh the dear purchafe of his blood, beneath his 
bleeding fide ; this is the cleft of the rock in 
which the Lord will fhelter them from the ftormy 
wind and tempeft, his feathers Ihall be their co- 
vering, and his faithfulnefs their Ihield and buckler. 

The 
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The kindnefs atid care of the Lord to his people 
is fet forth in declarations like thefe ; " Thou 
" (halt not be afraid for the terror by night, nor 
*• for the arrow that flieth by day ; nor for the 
*' peftilence that walketh in darknefs, nor for 
*' the deftruftion that wafteth at noon day. A 
^* thoufand fhall fall at thy fide, and ten thoufand 
*' at thy right hand ; but It Ihall not come nigh 
*' thee/' Pf. xci. 5, 6, 7. Again, " Fear not, 
'* for thou Ihalt not be aftiamed, neither be thou 
*^ confounded, tor thou fhalt not be put to Ihame -, 
*' no weapon, that is formed againft thee (hall 
*' profper, and every tongue that (hall rife againft 
*' theein judgment, thou (halt condemn,** If. liv. 
4, 1 7, For thefe, a man (ball be an biding place 
from the wind, and a covert from the tempefiy 
even the man, the king of faints who (hall reign in 
righteoufnefs. If xxxii, 1.2. Nor will the Lord 
be wanting in afFeftion to the members of his body, 
but will cherijb them. Thefe enjoy in him, a 
peace that pa(reth all underftanding ; inherit the 
joys of faith, and the confplations of hope. A 
feafi of fat things is prepared for thefe, of marrow 
and fatnefs. The Lord comforts the hearts of 
his people with his love, which chears their fpirits 
more than wine; he breaks unto them the bread 
of life, and the language of his heart and lips is, 
eat and drink my well beloved. Thefe are the 
Lord's Jefliuruns, his upright ones of whom it 
isfaid, he will give them grace and glory, and 
every good thing, Pf. Ixxxiv. ii. In a word, if 
omnipotence can defend thefe they (hall fuflfer no 
harm ; if divine veracity may be relied on, they 
(hall obtain and inherit every kind of good; even 
that felicity, which eye hath not feen, car heard, 

nor 
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hor has entered into the heart of man to conceive i 
for God's infallible word, backed with his tre- 
mendous oath, are engaged for the prefent confo- 
lation, and final falvation of the redeemed world; 
Heb. vi. 17, 1 8, 

4thly. The faints perfeverance is afcertained to 
them in confequence of their effeftual^ calling ; . 
for whom be called^ them be afo jiifiifiied\ and whcm ( 
he jujiifiedj them he clfo glorified. Rom. viii. 30. 
The faints calling Is the third link in the goldeqi 
chain of falvation, and on every link in this iri- 
diflbluble chain is a motto, or afcription of glory 
to God. Saints are faid to be called wiih an holy 
callings nor is it in confequence of a holy conver- 
fation, but they are called hereunto ; for previous 
to this, like others, tbey fulfill the lufts cf the flefhy 
and of the mind *^ and their calling is a confequence 
of their eleftion in Chrift Jefus -, they are called 
out of darknefs into God's marvellous light, and 
the end of their calling is, to walk in good works 
which God has before ordained. 2 Tim. i. 9. So 
infeparably connected is God's purpofe as lecret 
to himfelf, and the difcoveries of that purpofe in 
the calling of his people ; that we may fafely and 
without prefumption, infer the former, in propor- 
tion to the certainty of the latter; hence the 
apoftle Peter exhorts, " Wherefore brethren^ 
^' give diligence to make your calling and eleftion 
" furc." 2 Pet. i. 10. An effect always fuppofes 
"a caufe ; but the caufe of the chriftian's calling 
cannot be refolved but into the good pleafure of 
God; agreeable to the fcripture language, *' Hav- 
'* ing predeftinated us to the adoption of children 
" by Jefus Chrift, to himfelf, according 10 the 
" good plcafurc of his own will." Eph. i. 5. Be- 
N fides,^ 
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fides, we are called not unto uncleannefs but un- 
to holinefs, faith the fcripture, and " God hath 
*^ chofen us that we fhould be without blame be- 
** fore him in love," now holinefs and happinefs 
are infeparable, and it is as impoflible in the na- 
ture of things, that a holy man (hould go to 
hell, as it is that a wicked and ungodly man fho^d 
go to heaven. The perfeverance of the faints^s 
therefore certain as the truth of their calling ; fee- 
ing he that calls them, will from the fame princi- 
ple of free and undeferved goodnefs, confirm them 
in holinefs, and compleat them in happinefs. 

5thly. The certainty of Chrift*s rcfurreftion, 
may yield another proof of the faints prefeverance. 
By this our bleffed Lord might be fuppofed to re- 
move the doubts that diftreffed the minds of his 
difciples concerning him ; hence the news of his 
refurreftion was handed about with joy and fatis- 
faftion proportioned to the credit of the faft. 
We trufted^ fay they, that this was he ; but now 
where*s the proof? But when the tidings are brought, 
the Lord is rijen indeed^ he that believed the re- 
port could now cry out, my Lord and my God-, and 
and that for juft reafons, for Jefus died as a man, 
but rifes as a God •, and is by this a6l declared to 
be the fon of God with povjer. Now from the re- 
lation the believer has to Jefus, it is not poffible 
he can be deprived of his part in the blefTednefs 
Jefus enjoys ; if the members could be fevered 
from the head, what becomes of the body ? And 
if God raifes the head, in token of acceptance, 
it muft neceflarily follow that he raife the members 
too, which are accepted in him. Believers there- 
fore may ftay themfclves upon his word and pro- 

mife. 
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liiife, in all their droopings, and defertions, that 
becdufe he lives, they (hall live alfo.^ 

6thly; The indwelling of the fpirit, which is a/ 
privilege common to all believers, may be con- r* 
fidered as ahpthcr argument for their perfeverancg^ 
Our bleffed Lord when about to leave the world, 
eflayed to comfort his difciples by telling them, 
he would fend them another comforter, even the 
fpirit of truth ; whofe gracious care over them 
Ihould be manifefted, in bringing to their memory 
the things they had heard -, making new difcoveries 
of the love of Jefus unto them, and in leading 
them into the way of all truth. Now, notwith- 
ftanding the hply fpirit might here be promifed 
in an extraordinary manner, and for extraordina- 
ry purpofes ) yet it is equally certain, that this pro- 
rhlfe is fulfilled to believers in all ages and places, 
for the ordinary purpofes of falvation •, for // any 
man hath not the fpirit ofChrift, he is none of his % 
and all that are fans of God, are led hy the fpirit 
of God. Being led oy the fpirit, they are led in the 
way acceptable to God, even the way everlafting. 

I might go on to adduce Chrift's feflion and in- 
terceflion, as further proofs of the faint's perfe- 
verance, but think it needlefs -, for if when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death 
of his Son, much. more being reconciled we fhall be 
faved by his life* 

I would now beg your patience with me a few 
minutes, untill I point out unto you fome ufes I 
would have you make of what has been faid, and 
I fhall have done. 

I ft. Often call to mind God's free and dif- 
criminating grace to you ; let that foul-humbl- 
ing interrogation be often in your lip5, nor 
N 2 lc£ 
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let it ever be abfent from your minds, " Lord what 
** am I, or what is my father*s houfe ?" You 
have no caufe or reafon to lift up yourfelves in 
the fpirit of the Pharifee, and with a haughty 
brow to look down on others ; you know both 
^ho, and what makes you to differ from another ; 
and ye have nothing excellent, that ye have not 
received, and therefore you have no caufe to boaft/ 

Be refigned to all the providences of God, and 
Ibbmit with pious patience to every difpenfation ; 
It (hould be your greatefl. joy that the Lord reigns, 
and fits at the helm of all the world's affairs. Come 
'what will you have reafon to rejoice in it, becaufe 
it is a bleffing, and is intended to fit you for 
your manfion in your Father's houfe \for all things 
^joork together for good^ to them that love God, to 
them that are the called, according to his purpofe. 

3d. Amongft you, let not the heathenifh names, 

and more elpecially the heathenifh notions of 

. chance, misfortune, in any wile prevail, as if thefe 

governed the world, and not the Lord Jehovah, 

\ Such fentiments have an evil tendency upon the 

i mind, and greatly difhonour God ; who fuper- 

intends the affairs, even of this infignificant world, 

with fuch particular regard, that a fparrow does 

not fall to the ground without his knowledge, 

permiffion; yea, appointment. Therefore fear 

and honour him. 

4th, You, of the abundant mercy of our God, 
are " begotten again to a lively hope of an in- 
" heritance, incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
" fadeth not away." i Pet. i. 34, and whilft in 
the body to be abfent from home •, yea profefs to 
have here no abiding city, but are ftrangers and 

pil. 



S E R M O N VII. 197 

pilgrims on the earth. See that your whole con- 
duft cornport with' this your proftflion ; let there 
be no caufe for the adverfaries of the truth, to- 
fay, " thele men are as fond of eart}i, and earthly' 
" things, as we who efteem it our portion, and 
'* make no profeffion of higher attainments?^ 
Your character is defcribed, and your duty fet 
forth by the great teacher of the Gentiles la 
thefe words, " if ye then be rifen with ChrifW 
** ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chjrift 
** in God i feek thofe things which are a^bove, 
" fet your affeftion on thihgs above, . not oa 
'* things on the earth *' Coloff. iii. i, 2, 3., You 
are to live under a heart- reviving expedation.K of 
*' that bleffed hope •, and the glorious appearing 
*' of the great God, even our Saviour Jefus 
*' Chrift.*' Tit. ii, 13. Therefore, 

5thly, Live in a conftant, confcientious, devout 
arid religious ufe of all the means of grace 5 God / 
has joined the means and the end together, in r 
no wife do ye put them afunder. The truth of 
grace will beft difcover itfelf, by a cordial afFeAion 
to the word, and ways of the Lord. You know 
the dodrines you maintain are faid to lead to li- 
centioufnefs, it is therefore incumbent upon you, 
to wipe off the falfe. afpfjfion by all poflible 
means ; and no argument you -can produce will 
be fo forcible in your favour, as a holy life and 
converfation. Befides, none have fuch motives^ 
and powerful incentives to holinefs, a^ you have. 
The viftory is already obtained, an^ the land 
contended for is at prcfent pofleft ; you therefore 
fight not for the field which-is already won, but 

N 3 • to 
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to bind and fubdue ypur enemies, who have re-: 
ceived each a mortal wound. 
" You are not to fcale the deathful wall, or en* 
ter the bloody breach with your lives in your 
hands ; this the great captain of your falvation 
^th done in his own perfon -, and entirely routed 
fin and fatan. You may boldly fay, in refpeft g^ 
all that rife up againft you, *' I will not fearifbr 
f* God is on ipy fide ; and I an> perf^ded that 
** neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
•* cipalities, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor 
^^ things to come, inor height, nor depth, nor 
•* ^y other creaturef, fliaU be able to feparate us 
V from the love of Go^, which is in Chrift Je- 
l' Ais our Lord/! ' 
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2 P E T E R i. I. 

Simon Peter afervant and an apofih 
of Jefus Chrijiy to them that have, 
obtained like precious faith with uSy 
through the righteoufnefs of God^ and 
our Saviour Jefus Chrifi. 

SO long as we live in houfes of clay, and 
take up our abode in corruptible bodies, 
folongwefliall have need to give diligence, 
to add to our faith, virtue, to virtue knowledge, 
&c. to the end we may be eftablifhcd in the truth, 
as it is in Jefus, and under the influences of the 
Holy Ghoft may grow up into a meetncfs for the 
enjoyment of the inheritance of the faints in light. 
Our apoftle was fo well aware of this, that he 
told the churches, to. whom he wrote this epiftle,, 
his refolution ( fo long as he (hould tabernacle 
below,) was, " to ftir up their pure minds by 
*' putting them in remembrance," ver. ig, for 
the things we have been taught, and things of 
the greatefl: importance too, we are apt to let 
flip out of our mind \ and that which is our in- 

dif- 
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difpenfable duty to difcharge and praftice, we 
too frequently either totally negleft, or grow re- 
mifs and carelefs in the performance of. It fure- 
ly then deferves to be ranked amongft the fore- 
inoft of our bleflings, that we have the minifters 
of God's ^moft holy word, to watch over us, 
warn us, and by repeated admonitions ^all back 
to our memory the truths we have been inftruS^ 
ed in concerning Jefus, and his bleffed gofpcl ; 
and by warm and pathetic exhortations to awaken 
ys to diligence and duty. 

The epiftles wrote by Peter, are called gene-* 
tal, or (catholica,) being not intended for any 
particular church, but for the ufe of all the efta- 
bliflied churches in theworld, and for all that Ihoyld 
afterwards be eftabliflied in the faith as it is in 
Jefus, and built upon the rock of eyerlafting ages 
to the end of time. In tKe former of thefe let- 
ters to the churches, he encourages believers to 
a patient futFering for the fake of Chrift, by 
the example of the captain of their falvation, 
who was made perfeft through fuffering ; and iri 
the latter he cautions them to beware of falfe 
teachers, who (hould arife and bring in damnable 
herefies, drawing many afide to follow their per- 
nicious ways, Ch. ii. 1,2, and exhorts them to 
a ferious and fteady praftice of godlinefs, and 
to perfeverp therein to the end. And in order to 
give greater weight to his words, and fupport 
them by the authority of infpiration, he fubfcribes 
his own hand unto his writings. In the former 
epiftle, he calls himfelf by the name of Peter, 
the name given him by our bleffed Lord, when 
he openly confeffed him to be Chrift the Son of 

God, 
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God, Math, xvi, i8, but in this, he joins alfo 
his name Simon, or Simeon ; probably the name 
given him by his parents at his circulncifion. It 
is common for us in England to have two names,, 
the one peculiar to the family of which we are 
born, and the other given us by our parents or 
friends in our dedication to God in the ordinance 
of baptifm. Our apoftle by his name Simon^ was ' 
reminded of the rock from whence he was hewn, 
and by his name Peler^ of that rock his name 
imported, and on which he as a believer, and the 
whole chriftian church was built. Our name al- 
fo, which denotes our famly, Ihould put us in 
mind from whom we originally fprung ; and what- 
ever fome may boaft of nobler blood, of ancient 
and fuperiour worth in their anceftry •, all Ihould 
remember, and be humbled at the thought, they 
fprung from guilty Adam, and are although o£ 
noble race, the corrupt branches of a corrupt 
root. Our chriftian name, (like that of Peter's) 
fhould call back into our minds what was tran- 
fafted when this name was given ; what thofe co- 
venant engagements were, of which the water we 
were then baptized in was the feal •, how far we 
have been mindful of, and attended to them fince, 
and whenever this name is called upon us, we 
(hould confider it as a monitor, fpeaking to ouf 
ears and hearts in words like thefe ; *' remember 
*' why thy name was given, what was intended 
*' by it, and be alhamed of thy unfaithfulnefs.**- 
Our apoftle having fubfcribed his name, he 
next fubjoins his office ^nd this is twofold, firft, 
general, a fervant ; fecond, fpecial and particular, 
an apoftle. ift, AJervant^ all true believers are 

fer- 



202 SERMON VIIL 

fervants, and it is their greateft pleafure fo to be, 
for the feryice of God is firft an honourable fer- 
vice, / bad^ rather^ fays holy David, be a door- 
keeper^ in the boufe of my God^ than to dwell in 
the tents of wickednefs. Pf. Ixxxiv. lo. 2d, This 
fervice is moft profitable, for the gift of God is 
eternal life. Rom. vi. 23, and thefe are the wages 
Jefus will reward the labours of his fervants witii-v 
al, for where 1 am^ (faith he) there /hall my fei^. 
vants be alfo. John xii. 26. God*s fervants are , 
the only free men, for all that are engaged ia ^ 
the fervice of fin and fatan are wretched flavesy ' 
but Jefus has made the believer free, and be is^-^ 
free indeed. How honourably does the pfalmift 
fpeak of this, Pf. cxvi, 1 6, O Lordy truly I am 
thyfervant^ thou had loo fed my bonds ; and Peter 
in the paflage before us calls himfelf a fervant o£ 
Jefus Chrift. 2d, An apojile^ by fpecial miflfion 
from the Lord Chrift, to publilh the glad tidings 
of falvation to every creature ; the word apoftle 
means an ambaflfador, a legate, one fent to tranf- 
adt the affairs of another •, in the common accepta- 
tion, one of the twelve fent forth by Chrift to 
preach and publifh his gofpel to a world of fin- 
ners. Peter takes care in both his epiftles to 
make mention of his office, that he was an apof- 
tle, and that alfo of Jefus Chrift ; and indeed if 
all that pretend to preach the gofpel, are not like 
Peter sent of Jefus Chrift, they will be of little 
ufe to the people. 

He next proceeds to defcribe the people for 
whofe ufe he was about to write, and thefe are 
fuch as have obtained ^precious faith. The gof- 
pel was to be preached to every creature^ this was 
the command firft given to the apoftles, Mark 

xvi. 
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XVI, 15, and this coixynand is dill in force, and 
to be obferved by all that go forth to preach the gof- 
pel ; yet the epiftles, whether particular or gene- 
ral, are limited to a church or churches. 

Hence, for nien in a natural flate to read the 
apoftolic writings with appropriating ideas, as if 
they had a right to the things contained therein, 
isHo lefs abfurd and difceptive, than for a man to 
take into his hands the writings of his neighbour's 
^ftate, and while he reads over his revenues, claims 
them for his own. This is your peculiar treafurc 
believers, meditate day and night on what is writ- 
ten purpofely for your good -, often walk abroad 
into the field of the fcripture, you will meet with 
the moft defirable company, here you will meet 
with, and you may talk with Jefus ; if ye are 
Ignorant, here you may be taught wifdom fecret- 
ly ; if you are at any time wounded, here you 
may find a fovereign, efficacious balm ; in a word 
** the fcriptures are profitable for doftrine, for 
** reproof, for correftion, for inftruftion in righte- 
** oufnefs, that the man of Gcd may be through- 
*' ly furnilh^d unto all good works/* 2 Tim, 
iii, 16, 17. 

But that I may not detain you any longer in 
prefacing on the furface of my text, while mar- 
row and fatnefs lieJ in abundance at the bottom, 
1 (hall ' 

Firfty, Lay open to you, and enlarge upon the 
precioufnefs of xh^ faith here fpoken of. 

Second^ The manner of it's being obtained. 

7hirdj Of the famenefs of this faiib^ in all that 
obtain it. 
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I ft. Of precious faith^ the apoftle carefully di A 
tinguilhes It from every other kind of faith by the 
• epithet precious^ as having fomething in it's na- 
ture fuperior and more excellent than any other 
faith, and for which, it is more valuable and of 
greater worth. 

Divines have generally fpoken of faith as diftin- 
guiflied into hiftorical, temporary, miracle-work- 
ing, and juftifying, or as in our text, precious. 
Paul writing to Titus, mentions two kinds of 
faith, Ch, i, 14, the one he calls, common faith ^ 
the other, the faith of God*s eleSt ; I fhall not ftay 
at prefent to make any enquiry into the apoftle's 
diftinftion, or whether any diftinftion was intendr 
ed ; nor fhall I ftay to examine the truth and ac- 
curacy of thofe feveral diftinftions noted ; it being 
my defign at prefent not to treat you with (hells, 
but with thekernels of truth •, and to lay open before 
you in order to thfs, feme of the peculiar excel- 
lencies of the precious faith our apoftle fpeaks of, 

Firft, \ki\%faitb^ may be called precious, in refpe^ 
to the fcarcity of it ; it is not like a common 
-Weed that grows fpontaneous on every (pot of 
^ground, nor is to be found every where amongft 
profeflbrs -, many talk of Jefus, and call them- 
felves by the name of Chrift, who never yet were 
put into the pofleffion of precious faith. 
^ Many fet light by the fcripture method of fal- 
vation, and vilify the preachers of the gofpel, as 
men that through the preaching of faith over- 
throw good works and abolifh the law, fuppbfing 
that (like Naaman the fyrian) they muft do fome 
great and good thing whereby to obtain falvation ; 
and to believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift as all that 
is required ofthem for acceptance with God, feems 

a thing 
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a thing fo eafy and infignificant, that they defpife 
and fet it at nought, and in fo doing, fufficiently 
prove themfelves'ftrangers to its precioufncfs and 
worth. 

Many there are who know nothing more of faith 
or believing in Jefus, than that they can repeat a 
form of words, perhaps, taught them on their 
mother's lap, and which, (fave that in the form 
and order of the church- fervice they have often 
repeated) in all their after-life they have never 
ferioufly compared with the word of God, or 
brought to the touch - ftone of mature reafon. 
This folly in mankind, and thefe deceptions con- 
cerning precious faith, might be expofed and en- 
larged upon abundantly ; but this being befide 
my prefent purpofe I pafs by ; thefe hints may 
ferve to exhibit one reafon why the faith of do^s 
ele5l is called precious. 

Faith in this view, may be compared to cenain 
kinds of merchandife, or vendable commodities, 
whofe prices fall and rife in proportion to their 
fcarcity or plenty. I mean not by this as if I un- 
derftood that faith could be bought and fold-, but 
being (allow me the word) a fcarce commodity, 
rarely to be met with in this degenerate and un- 
believing age. It is fo much the more precious. 
Believers are God's jewels, Mai. iii. 17, but jewels 
are fcarce things, and are fomuch the more pre- 
cious; pebbles are plentiful, therefore little efteem- 
cd ; few, very few have obtained precious faith 
in comparifon of thofe that have not, and there- 
fore this faith is truly precious. 

2d. This faith mzy be called precious, becaufe 
of its real intrinfic worth, when the fpirit of God 
has fo far convinced a man of fin as to fhew him 

the 
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the neceflity of believing in Jefus for life and fal- 
vation, he then begins (and never 'till then) ta 
perceive fomewhat of the ituc worth of faith ; 
fuch an one finds it not fo eafy a thing to believe 
in Chrift as he perhaps aforetiriie imagined, and 
as many would infinuate. He now lees the law 
of God to be holy, juft, and good; its langiirfjge 
alarming to his foul is, pay me that thou oweff'y 
thou haft not continued in all things written t© do 
them, therefore curfed art thou ; he fees by the 
light of God's fpirit (hining into his foul, and 
clofely applying the holy precepts of this righteous 
law unto his heart and life, that he is juftly con- 
demned by its equitable fentence -, and from what 
he now obferves of hi^ fallen and feeble ftate, he^^ 
utterly defpairs of doing any thing that can atone 
for his paft offences, or procure him favour with 
his offended maker-, and under fuch a fight andf 
! fenfe of fin and wretchednefs, to caft the foul filthy, 
and defiled as it_ appears with its enormous load of 
guiTt on Jefus Chrift, to be firmly perfuaded that 
God in him is reconciled to the finner that believes ; 
is fuch an ad as the foul not finding any power to 
perform, would ''give ten thoufand worlds to be 
poflefledof. - •"'^* 

But this faith is too valuable for created things 
to buy ; would a man give all the fubftance of his 
houfe for faith, it would be far too little v could 
he convert the whole terraqueous globe to folid 
gold, and accumulate treafures of filver number- 
lefs as grains of fand, and give all this for faith, 
it would be rejefted as a price too fmall. The 
bleflings of heaven are not to be purchafed with 
the corruptible tJungs of our polluted earth, how- 
ever our deluded minds may warp to them and fct 

a value 
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a value oiwthem, they cannot buy us heaven, not 
bring its Dieffings down into our fouls. 

But will not many prayers prevail, to obtain 
this precious fat lb ? No, if they are prefented as 
a price,^ as having fomething in them which may,y 
deferve the blefling. Our prayers like all our^ 
o.ijher works are full of imperfeftions, and if they 
ri^nt any thing it muft be wrath j fo that the 
precious faith we fpeak of, is too valuable 
to be bought by thefe. Cannot this precious faith 
it may be aflced, be obtained by good works ? I 
anfwer, I know of no good works that do not fpring 
Yrom this precious faith, for the word of God 
knows none ; and theefFeft cannot be prior to the 
caufe by which alone it can exift. But what men 
commonly call good works, fuch as reading the 
word of God, hearing fermons, doing juftly, (hew- 
ing mercy, &c. (not to fay they flow from wrong 
principles,) are very imperfeft in the beft of men, 
and except our innate pride fhould prompt us to 
fet an undue value upon them, we can never be 
led to think them an equivalent for precious faiib. 

gdly. Faith might well be called precious by the 
apoftle, and fuch it fhould be efteemed by us, 
confidered as an efFeft of the death of the Lord^^ 
Chrift ; and a blefling which to purchafe for poor ' 
finners, he emptied all his facrcd veins, and paid 
the inconceivably great and amazing price of his 
moft: precious blood. Somewhat of this is allud- 
ed to in the former epillle by Peter, chap. i. 19. 
*' Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things 
*' as filver and gold, but with the precious blood 
" of Chrifl:." As without the fufi^erings of Chrifl: 
for finners, there could have been no gofpel hold- 
ing forth falvation by him to be believed •, fo 

nei- 
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neither without the powerful operatioiujf his fpiric 
procured by his death for this purpofe, could any 
finner ever have believed. This therefore makes 
faith to be precious indeed ; when we can eftimate 
the inconceivable worth of the redeemer's blood, 
then, and not till then, we may conceive adequately 
of the precioufnefs of that faith which was purchafed 
by it. But it is worthy to be obferved, as it fo 
much redounds to the glory of God, and manifefts 
the love, the exceeding greatnefs of his love to 
us ward that what was by him fo dearly bought, 
is freely bellowed on fmners without money, and 
without price, as a gift moft rich and invaluable ; 
and as fuch the fcriptures of truth ever make a 
grateful mention of it. " Ho, every one that 
" thirfteth come ye to the waters, and he that 
*' hath no money, come buy and eat, come buy 
** wine and milk without money, and without 
** price." If. Iv. i. again, " Ye arc faved by 
" grace, through faith, and that not of yourfelves, 
" it is the gift of God," Eph. ii. 8. To you it 
is given in behalf of Chrift to believe, Phillip, 
i. 29. And again, it is called, the faith of the 
operation of God, ColofT. ii. 12. &c. for all which 
reafons faith appears to be truly precious. 

4thly. This faith mull needs be precious, fee- 
ing it gives worth and excellency to all the work s 
-C^ of the believer ; wh^t ts ^not^of faith is }tn^\\xx, 
having believed we now fpeak and aft to the glory 
of God. This faith is like a tree planted by 
rivers of waters, which produces fruit of the moft 
excellent kind \ faith is not a plant growing on 
the barren foil of nature, for an unregenerate per- 
fon cannot believe-, but is itfelf a fruit of the 
fpirit, Gal. v. 22. raifed by a divine power in the 

foul 
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iouf creaitia ftew in (jbrifi Jefus, and planted in* 
the fertile foil of an heart renewed by grace 
Thh faith bears in the believing heart the foul cod- 
folatingfruitsof love, joy, peace, fpiritual minded- 
nefs, and every gracious difpofition correfoonding 
with its own nature ; for as is the tree fuch will 
be its fruit. Faith fixes its eye on Jefus, and has 
refpeSl unto all the commandments of God ; the be- 
lieving foul is led forth in willing obedience to the 
fincere praftice of piety, juftice, and mercy, not 
only as this is a duty incumbent, but from holy 
principles of love and affeftion, for faith worketb 
■ by love. Gal. v. 6. And as faith in every a6t, as 
1^ . well as in its veryexiftence has refpeft unto Jefus, 
all the works of faith are pleafing and acceptable 
to God in and through him, for in him is the fa- 
ther well p/eafedj and the believer being created a 
new in him, is accepted through him, Eph. i. 6. 
Abel offered a facrifice unto God more acceptable 
than Cain, becau'e he offered in faith ; Cain brought 
bis offering unto the Lord of the fruit of the ground^ 
his offering was an index of his mind which was 
\ void both of all fenfe of the evil of fin, and of 
.. faith in that blood which Ihould make atonement 
for it ; therefore unto Cain ^nd his offering the Lord 
had not refpeft •, but Al?el offered a bloody facrifice, 
looking by faith unto, and typical of the facrifice 
of the lamb of God ; therefore unto Abel and to his 
offerings the Lord had refpeft. Abel's faith re- 
commended his work, and might therefore well 
be efteemed precious^ for by this he obtained witnefs 
that be was righteous^ God himfelf teftifying of his 
\ gifts^ Heb. xi. 4. It is Sn the account of this 
blj precious faithy that it can ever be faid to any of 
the fons of Adam, Go thy way^ eat thy bread with 
O joy 
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y^y, and drink thy wine wHb a merry hearty for G^d 
nowacceptetb thy works^ Eccle. ix. 7. 

5thly. Faith is fo excellent in all its ufcs to the 
believer, that it is well called precious -, a few of 
/ which ,are thefc following : ift. It takes ofifthe 
X believer from all dependance in himfelf, and truft 
in his own righteoufnefs, and leads him to Jefus 
as the fountain of every bleffing •, fo that the foul 
is wholly ftaid on Chrift for its falvation and hap- 
pinefs both in time and eternity. When the devil, 
the accuferof the brethren labours by fatanical fug - 
geftions, to rally the believers paft and pardoned 
fins, and draw them up a frefh in the moft formi- 
dable order to wound and caufe to bleed again the 
confcience that has been bound up and pealed -, 
faith immediately looks to the crofs of Chr ft, 
fixes the eye of the foul on the bleeding, wound- 
ed body of the fon of God, meditates on the ia- 
eftimable worth of that blood that guflies forth in 
crimfon ftreamsfrom every pore of the redeemer's 
bruifed body, and interprets its moft expreffive 
language to the ear and underftanding of the jif- 
faulted foul, in fweeter, better, and more pleafii^ 
accents than that of JbeL 

Is the believer confcious, painfully confcious, 

of manifold weaknefles in his beft fervices ; when 

he would do good, is evil prefent with him, docs 

the law make demands upon him larger and greater 

than he finds abilities to anfwer, finds he by daily 

experience that in him, that is, in his flefli there 

\ dwells no good thing. What or who can relieve 

\ him in fuch cafe ? Nothing, none but Chrift j 

and herein appears the excellency oi precious faith^ 

this, leads him to Jefus, ftiews the largeft demands 

of the law anfwered and fulfilled in him, ftiCiws 

* him 
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\ntt\ to be the end of the Inw for rigbuoufmfs to all 
that believe^ and cafts the foul upon him as it*s 
fubftitute and furety, who has brought in an ever^ 
iafting righteoujnefs^ Dan. ix. 24, with which right-- 
toujnefs the Lordis well pleafed. If. xlii. 2x, and 
for the fake 6f which, and in and through which 
the believer is accepted as righteous with God, 
2 Cor. V, 21. There is nothing like faith for 
emptying the foul of felf-dependance, and all 
felf-feeking, for it refpefts nothing but Chrift, 
aims to exalt nothing but Chrift, is concerned a- 

^bout nothing fo much as the honour of Chrift, 
and therefore leads the believer to look to, and 
expeft all manner of bleffings and bleflednefs from 
this exuberant fountain. 

2d. Precious faith^ docs not only receive from 
Chrift's fuUnefs as at a diftance and exifting apart 
from the believer •, but fo cafts the foul upon 
him, that it becomes one with him, a living mem- / 
ber of that body, of which Jefus is the glorious?^ 
head, and thereby gives it an affurance of the 
following things, ift. His tender and compafiio- 

cnate love and affedbion ; for as a man naturally 
loves himfelf, and the leaft and moft infignificant 
member of his body fhares in the affeftion of the 
whole ; fo Jefus cannot but entertain a cordial 
affedlion for the fmalleft and meaneft members of 
his body myftical. 

2d, Care to preferve from harm \ one mem- 
ber of the body cannot fufFer, but the whole will 
be effedted, nor can a member be cut ofiF but the 
body thereby becomes impcrfeft ; now can 
any thing be conceived more defirable than to be 

* the objeft of the Redeemer's love and care ? He 

^^ibat toucheth thee , faith the Lord, touchetb the ap- 
O 2 pU 
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plc of mine eye •, and when omhifcience is engaged 
in our favour, to fecure us from any hurtful af- 
faults of our encnnics •, omnipotence our guard, 
and heaveiiiy love concerned to bring about our 
happinefs •, as muft really be the cafe in this con- 
fideration, one may v/ell fay with a triumphing 
believer in the like view of things, '' I will not 
" be afraid of ten ihoufands of the people that 
" rife up againft me, for God is on my right-hand 
" therefore I Ihall not greatly fall." Pf. iii, 6, 
1 6, b'. 

3d, As the members of the natural body are 
governed, influenced, and fupplied from the head, 
fo the believer in this union with Chrift, is wholly 
under the government and influence of his grace, 
•/and receives all fupplies from him as his head. 
This privilege and bleflfednefs is beautifully fee 
forth by the apoftle to the Ephefians, cb. iv, 15^ 
1 6, that we " may grow up into him in all things^; 
" which is the head even Chrifl:, from whom the 
" whole body fitly joined together and compaft- 
" edby that which every joint fupplieth, accord- 
" ing to the effe6tual working in the meafure 9^ 
*' every part, maketh increafe of the body, unto 
" the edifying of itfelf in love." 

And 4th, As faith unites the foul to Jefus, fo 
that in the apoftle's language, we are members of 
his body^ of htsflefh^ and of his bones. Eph, v. gcx 
The believer is hereby afcertained of a happinefs 
proportioned to, and (in duration) commenfuratc 
with that, his Lord and living head enjoys ; and 
if Jefus once faid, where I am^ there (ball my fer" 
vants be^ how much more may this be applied to 
his members, where I the head am, there (hall 
the members of my body be. From thefc brifif 

hints 
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hints of the excellent ufes of faith, i wq may be 
led to obferve fomewhat of its prefiaufne/s ; but 
let us yet go on. 

Third, Faith will appear to be precious indeed 
and truly excellent in it s ufes, when it is further 
obferved, that every blefling the believing foul is 
pofieft ofy taftes or enjoys more than any jtiatural / 
unconverted man, is brought into his foul by thisff^ 
precious faith. The new. and fpiritual life he now . 
Ijves, although in order of ^i»<f prior to his pre-* jj^^^^fVh 
tious fat thy yet is only enjoyed through it, and 
was created for and to this end. .Whatever might 
have been ordained and purpofed in the eternal 
councils of God concerning any iBnnier, as this is 
a fecret with God, no man can attain the know- 
ledge of it, untill faith makes manifeft the hid- 
den purpofe to .the foul; this therefore turns over 
the everlafting volumes carefully perufes every 
page and line in the book of life, and brings at 
length the pleafing the delightful news to the be-^/ 
liever, that his njime is written there. Or give' 
me leave to fay the fame thing in other words. 
Faith is that which brings home to the wounded 
confcience, a comfortable fenfe of pardoned fin ; 
there is no poffible way defcribed or taught in the 
books of reafon^ fcripture^ or experience^ how a 
finner under a fenfe' of fin may be comforted, 
how a confcience bleeding under the guilt of mul-/ 
tiplied tranfgrcflions can be healed and eafed, and r 
how one that is tvounded in fpirit can be made 
whole, befides this one way hy precious faith. 

A pardon intended by the prince of heaven, a 
{>ardon fealed by the eternal king of glory, will 
liot be fuflicient to filence the tormenting cla- 
mours of an accufing confcience ; diftrefling 
O 3 doubts. 
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doubts will harrafs and difquiet the mind, and a 
thoufand perplexing fears will diflrefs and difturb 
the foul, untill precious faUb in the blood of Je- 
fus, fcatters and difperfes thefe troubiers of the 
heart, by oppofing the lufficiency of the Redeem- 
er's blood, to atone for the moft multiplied and 
aggravated crimes. This in the word of God, 
is fet forth as a fpecial ufe of precious faith ; as 
it leads the foul and unites it to Jefus, fo it brings 
back from his fullnefs and fufficiency that fenfe and 
aflurance of pardon, that is accompanied with 
peace of confcience. Rom. v, i, being jujiified 
%y faith we have peace with God through 'aur Lord 
J ejus Chrift \ and in the verfe next following my 
text, the apoftle wifhes to the church an increafc 
of grace and peace^ but this can only be obtained 
throujih the knowledge of God and Jefus our Lord^ 
and faith is the key that opens the cabinet of 
divine, myfteries and fhews us the father propiti- 
ous, acceffible, lovely and defirable in the face of 
Jefus Chrift. 

I would not after all I have faid or may yet 
fay of precious faith ^ have any to conceive oi it 
as fomething excellent or even exifting at all, but 
as it has refpedl unto the Lord Chrift, and the 
fweet gofpel-truths concerning him ; faith was 
never called forth into being until fome promifc 
was made which was to be believed ; which being 
firft made to Adam concerning the feed of the 
woman, here now was need of faith, which if 
Adam was put into the pofleffion of, muft needs 
be precious as it would lead him to Chrift, and 
although r\ot yet manifefted in the flefli, would 
notvvithftanding bring backfrom Chrift, peace and 
tranquility of mind. 

This 
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This precious fat fh therefore which exifts by, and 
is ever converfant about the things that pertain 
to Jefus, is to the foul any thing or every thing, 
whereby Jefus may be glorified by it ; does the 
foul defire to look on Jefus in the garden, in 
Herod's judgmCnt^hall, or on the crofs ; faith 
becomes an eye to it, and fhews the man of for- 
rows growing pale in death, emptying all his fa-«- 
cred veins, and iffuing from thence a flood, thati 
buries in oblivion all his fins. Doth the foul 
defire to take hoW on Jefus, faith becomes a hand, 
and taking BoTcTof his ftrength, enjoys peace in 
him. If xxvii, 5, and draws and derives that 
ftrength from him, that fhe can fing with Ifrael's 
monarch, " the Lord is the ftrength of my life, 
*' of whom ftiall I be afraid." Pf xxvii, i. 

And if the foul defires not only to fee but to 
tafte alfo that the Lord is gracious ; precious 
faith with officious hand brings from the fuUnefs 
of Jefus, all that can be defired to chear and re- 
gale the drooping mind. My fle/h is'^at indeed^ 
and my blood is drink indeed^ faid our Lord, arid 
' he that eatetb me fhall Irve by me ; the Jews were 
offended at thefe things, and faid. How can this 
man give us his fiefh to eat ? John vi. 52, 55. 
Now precious faith explains this to the foul, and 
gives it to feed hereon, as the moft delicious food ; 
faith rcprefcnts it and imparts it as the living 
bread, which whofoever eateth ftiall live for ever; 
and thus the believing foul feeds on Jefus, and 
lives by him^ John vi. 57, takes from the /«//-» 
nefs there is in the Redeemer, and is enriched with 
all fpiritual bleflings. 

4th, Another property of /^//i&, and for which 
it is defervedly called precious is, it's fubftaatiating 

Jha- 



Ihadowis, and giving being fas one ibi^ fay) tQ 
I non-entities -, it is the true philofoplier's ftone, ic 
turns all to gold ; pain to pleafure, fear to hope, 
grief to joy, and the moft afflidtive providence^ 
into gracious difpenfations. The apoftle to the 

t Hebrews tells us, faith is the fuhftame of ibingJi 
hoped for^ ch. xi. i, what then is the believer's 
fxpeftatlon and hope ? Hopes he for grace to help 
him in every time of need, while he is fojourn-r 
ing here below ? Faith, puts him into the immc:: 
diate poffeffion of this grace, by Which he is Sup- 
ported for the prefent, and hi^ hope receives a 
confirmation of a never-failing fupply. Does the 
believer hope for heaven hereafter ? Faith brings 
down the foretaftes thereof at prefent into his 
foul. 

All the promifes in the word of God are like 

an eftate in reverfion ; now faith lays hold on the 

things promifed, and makes future things prefent, 

fo affures* the foul of the reality df them, that it 

f taftes a prefent bleflednefs in them, and joyfully . 

T feafts upon them. Promifes however precious in 
themfelves and although made by a faithful God^ 
and in covenant-mercy, yetftand as a mctt blank in 
the facred pages, are like a number of cyphers 
without an initial figure ; but precious faith puts 
itfelf at the head of them, and gives them their 
proper value. I have heard of one, being at the 
point of death, and when in great anguilh of fpif 
nt under the dreadful laifaes of a guilty confcience, 
his friends endeavotlred to corwfort him, by re- 
minding him of the promifes of God, and exhort- 
ing him to flay himlelf thereon, replied, alas, a- 
Jas, the plaifter will not ftick ; poor foul he want- 
ed precious faith to affure his aching heart that 

thefe 



HB E RrM 0:N^ Vm. iij 

thefe pfomifes belonged td hita.' What comfort 
would it give to a man pinched' with hunger, and 
ready to perilh for want of food and raiment, to 
Ihew him, or even put into .his hands the^writings 
of fome nobleman- seftate, or to point him to the 
fplcndid equipages and fumptuous .table of his o- 
pulent neighbour ? Would this fatisfy his cravr: 
ing appetite, or coyer and warm his naked body ? 
Would not the very fight of thefe things rathcft 
aggravate than, leffen. his. diftrefe? So the promifcs 
of God recorded in his book for the comfort and 
fupport of his /people, and which this apoftle 'by 
reafon of their luper*eminent worth, calls pretiouT- 
fromifcs^ are fo far from yielding any cotnfoxtita 
an unbeliever, that they rather heighten his. for- 
row and wound him deeper, while he has nothing 
to affure him that thefe are his ;, the plaifter will 
not ftick, to his troubled porifcience, nor yield 
any healing virtue to his, wounded fpirit. 

But faiiif unloofcs the fcals*.of the facred book^ * 
ranfacks with unfpeakaWe delight each page and^ 
line, and with the pleafiog language , of appro- 
priation^ fays of every precious promife, ihs U 
mine. /t^/A& hears the voice of God, whenreadv 
ing in his bleffed book, and confiders not thcl 
things that are fpoken as words of form, or thatf 
the threatcnings to the; wicked and impenitent, oifS 
the promifcs made to the faithful and pioias, arc? 
things that have a peradveature joined to their e-»/ 
vent ; biit looks upon .tihem and regards themj 
in rcfpecS: of their certainty,, as if already accom-i 
plilhcd •, every w^r^ofGodm the eftimation on 
^TfalHir is real ■ faft^ I 



5th, As precious faitb^ is* the eye of the foul, 
as has been obferved, fo it well .dciferves to be 

noted, 
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noted, that the fight thereof, is remarkably and 
admirably ftrong. It is faid of the eagle, that 
that bird can fix it*s eye, and look full on the 
beams of the mid-day fun ; I know not how far 
this is true of the eagle j but this I know, pre- 
. iious faitby can look full and fteady and even de- 
lights to gaze on what is infinitely more bright, 
1 mean the moft dazzling attributes of the deity, 
bolinefs 2ind jujiice. As the natural and naked eye 
cannot bear to look on the body of the uncloud- 
ed fun, becaufe of the unfufierable fplendor of his 
beams ; fo neither can the foul in an unconvert- 
ed ftate, bear to look on the infinite purity and 
inflexible juftice of God, for having no me- 
dium to look through, no mediator to ftand be- 
tween, the moft holy man that ever lived, (if 
any out of Chrift could be called holy,) would 
be utterly confounded, daflied out of countenance, 
and be glad in order to efcape the intollerable 
glare of their uncreated brightnefs to hide his 
head in everlafting night. But precious faitb^ as 
I have faid, views and contemplates with pleafure 
and delight, the infinite bolinefs of God, leads 
out the foul in purfuit of the like amiable quality, 
and animates it with an infatiable defire to be con- 
f formed more and more into it*s nature* Faith 
i leads the foul to look on Jefus, it's living head, 
I and with whom it Is made one, as the brigbtnefs 
: of this excellent glory, and while he is thus view- 
] cd, as transfigured by faith, the foul feels fome- 
\ what like Peter on Mount-tabor, when he faid, 
i Lord it is good for us to be bere. 
^ Again, the juftice of God which will one day 
be as a rod of iron to chaftife devils and difobe- 
dient men, is to the believer like the golden fcepx 

* tre 
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tre which king Ahafuerus held forth to que^n 
Efther, and by which Ihe was permitted and em- 
boldened to prefent her fuit unto him. Efther it 
is faid put on her royal apparel when (he was a- 
bout to appear before the king, ib the believer 
makes his approaches to the throne of grace, in 
royal apparel, even in the righceoufnels of the 
Redeemer, which faith cloaths and adorns the foul 
withal ; and thus appearing, nothing that may 
contribute to the believer's happinefs can be de- 
nied him, juftice itfelf is on his fide, pleads his 
caufe, and procures his petition. Hence is the 
believer's encouragement to pray and look up 
for every needful bleffing, for to the heiVs of 
grace and glory, no good thing (hall be with- 
holden. Pf. Ixxxiv- ii. A(k, faid our Lord, 
fhat ye may receive, and have your joy compleat; 
ye have not^ fays the apoftle James, becaufe ye ajk 
not ; the prayer of faith is never difregarded. 

6th. T:bey that are after the flejh^ fays Paul, do 
mind the things of the flefh^ Rom. viii. 5. and the 
eye of fenfe is moftly converfant about fenfual 
things -, the eye of reafon can look a little higher 
ftill, and amufc itfelf with curious enquiries and 
deep fpeculations ; but is ftill confined within certain 
narrow limits that it cannot pafs -, whereas precious 
faitby has an eye both ftrongand piercing, and looks/ 
beyond the little limits of created things, for the^ 
things that are fcen are temporal^ but the things which 
are not feeti^ and which faith is converfant about, 
are eternal. Precious faith ^ throws back the cur- 
tain of time, and leads the foul into the eternal 
world; faith is 2^ Caleb it goes couragTouHy to 
Tpy out the good land, brings whole clufters from 
EfhcoU and encourages th? loul to go up and pof- 

fefs 
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fe6 it. .F^rVAreprefents to the foul, die vail torn 
^m top to. bottom, and a way acceflTible into the 
holy of holies. Faith ftands not in the outer 
court;, hut enters " by the new and living way 
^' jchat Jefus has confecrated by his blood," within 
the vail whither HE the great high-prieft is enter- 
«d. Haub like an honeft ambafladour, or rather 
like ^ diligent and curious fpy, marks well what- 
ever is deferable in the good land, writes down 
its delicades, defcribes its fpicy mountains, and 
^s oily rivers, and aflures the foul thai it is a 
good and defirable land, and in comparifon of 
which, all the moft fertile lands below are but as a 
txirren wildernefs, and all the boafted things of 
time are hut as drofs and dung. Faith fees laid 
up in heaven, and referved by an omnipotent arm 
" ^ inheritance that is incorruptible, undefiled, 
f' .and that fadeth not away," i Pet, i. 4, and af- 
fures the foul, *' that eye has not feen, ear hath 
**■ not heard, nor has it entered into the heart of 
*' : man to conceive, what God has treafured up for 
^' his people j*^ but fays precious faith thefe trea- 
fures are difcx)vered to me by the fpirit, i Cor. ii. 
9. 10. ant pecious faith, in this tour to the hea- 
ivenly canaan, although fhe obferves crowns and 
kingdoms, .&c. laid up in ftore for the believer, 
yet thefe (he regards as nothing in comparifon of 
that more defirable vifion on which (he feafts her 
wifhful eyes, even ibe king in his beauty, this is 
jvhat faith eftccms rhe perfeftion of happinefs, 
the very .life and foul of blifs and felicity, even 
where all is tranquility and peace. 

7th. Bear with me whilil I add one inftance 
more in which faith appears of fo great ufe, that 
it may well be called frecio^Sy and this refped:s 

the 
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the providences of God, concerning which thdbctw 
liever will often have reafon to* fuhferibe to dier 
truth of thofe words, clouds and darkncfs are rcmni 
about him^ Pf. xcvii. ^. 

There is np ftate in life without its peculiar 
trials, and a variation in clrcumftances will, but be 
to vary our trials -, thefe are truths in fome meadire 
applicable to all men, but chriftians have their 
trials not as men, but peculiar to them as men 
profefling godlinefs, and being the dlfciplcs of 
Jefus Chrift. Now faith is moft excellent in its 
ufe to the believer, whatever his trials are, and 
from what quarter foever they come ; for faidi 
has refpeft always unto God, not only as the God 
of grace,, but as the God of nature and of pro- 
vidence ; and therefore never fuppofcs any fucA 
accidents in the world, as happen without the 
knowledge and permiflion of the moft high \ for 
this fays faith would be to depofc the king of 
kings, and refufe God the government of his 
own world and creatures. Faith has therefore? 
learnt the holy and the happy art, of laying low the! 
mountains, and afpiring hills, of filliiig deep andj 
other wife impaffible vallies, and making every J 
crooked path ftraight; for faith is ever fpeakingj 
to the foul in the time of dark difpenfations in thet 
wordsof Jefus to his wondering diiciples, " Wh^^ 
" I do now ye know not, but ye fhall knowj 
" hereafter," John xiii. 7. Sometimes the believer* 
in his paflage through the world, is called fo 
walk through deep waters -, and then faith is more 
than a ftafF unto him ; for it leads him to Jefus, 
and aflures him of his prefence and fupport ; 
Peter's faith once failed, but it caft him on Cbrilt 
and Chrift has never yet failed. If the believer's 

trials 
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' tnsfch are of " a fiery nature, fo that he «#alks as it 
; were through chemidft of devouring flames, faith 
■ ftill prefervcs him from the confuftaing power 
• thereof ; and as the prophet Ifaiah has it, draws 
I water from the wells of falvation, fo that the fire 
? forgets to bum. 

^ It often happens in the believers fiery triali 
through the divine bleffing, k& it did to Sbadracb^ 
Mejhat,b^ and Abednego^ of whom it is faid they 
were caft into the fire bound, but the fire burned 
their bands, but hurt not their bodies, fo that they 
walked loofe amidft the burning fiery furnace. 
Believers too often have their hearts engaged with 
fome worldly thing that rivets thofe afFe£tions to 
earth, that ought to be placed on heaven and 
heavenly things -, to remedy which evil, divine 
goodnefs may permit them to be plunged as it 
were in deep waters, and fees good to iead them 
through the fire, but all this proceeds from paren- 
tal affedtion and everlafting love to them, and is 
intended as a means whereby to heal thofe praved 
inclinations and to bring them to the wealthy place. 
Faich views all the providences of God in this 
light, and therefore teaches the foul with calm- 
nefs to fubmit unto them, and to rejoice under 
them ; and even to be thankful for them. James 
i. 2, affuring the foul that the chaftenings of the 
Lord are marks of favour, feeing " he correfteth 
'^ every fon whom he receiveth, and maketh all 
" things work together for good to them that love 
" him, to them that are the called according to 
" his purpofe." Hcb. xii. 6. Rom. viii. 28. 
Obfervations upon the whole. 
From what has been delivered it appears that 
the true believer may well be the moft joyful man, 

feeing 
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feeing he has many reafonsfor jojr and gkdnds, 
which others have aot, and ift. What the free 
and abundant grace of God has done for him ; he 
hke others was by nature a thild of wrath, and a 
creature deferving hell and eternal damnation, 
having a heart and nature defiled, and the image 
of his maker fpoiled and defaced in his very for* 
mation. Pf. li. 5, and from this fource of corrup- 
tion, did like others go on to fulfil the lufts of 
the flelh and of the mind. Eph. ii. 2 5 but now 
through faith he has the aflurance given him that 
he (hall not go down into the pit, Jefus the Savi* 
our having become a ranfom for bim. Job xxxiii. 
24. As through the agency of the eternal fpirit, 
he has pafled from death unto life, and is " tranf- 
*' lated from the power of darknefs into the king- 
" dom of God's dear fon, having obtained re- 
*' demption through his blood even the forgive- 
*' nefs of fin,** Coloff. i. 13. 14. 

What he through the difcriminating grace of God 
now is ; no longer an heir of hell, but of heaven, an 
heir of God and a joint beir^ of eternal blcfTcdriels 
with Jefus Chriji. Rom. viii. 17. adopted into the 
family of heaven, a citizen of the new Jerufalem, 
and a living member of the Redeemer's myftical 
body. What afpring of heavenly confolation muft 
it open in the believing breaft, to think, that omni- 
potence is engaged for him againft all opponent 
power, and that he is the obje(S of that love which is 
unchangeable ; hence in the exulting language of 
the princely prophet, he can triumphantly fay, 
*' Behold God is my falvation, I will truft and not 
*' be afraid,** for now can fuch an one " draw water 
*' with joy from the wells of falvation,'* If. xii. 2.3. 
How muft it fill the bclievcr*s heart with gladnefs 

more 
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ittore than the men of the world tafte or know when 
their a^m and wine^ and oil aremoft increafedy Pt 
iv. 7, t!a have it firmly fettled in their hearts, that 
wherelbeveT they ait, the eyes of God are upon 
^ them, and an angelic guard is appointed for their 

'^"fitfety and protection. PT. xxxii. 8. xxxiv. y. 

Again third. What abundant caufe of joy muft 

JiP yield, to think, that yet a little while, a few 

•ftrwggles more, and I fhall bid a final farewelto 

perifhable things •, I (hall gain the wifhed for port, 

and enter into that joy that my Lord has purchaf- 

, ed and referves, and into the reft that remains for 

7* the people of God, Heb. iv. 9. Then I (hall 
no longer fee hiip whom my foul longeth for 
through a gJafs darkly^ but I Jhall fee him face to 
face^ I {hall fee the king in his beauty^ and the land 
that is afar off. And laftly, how muft it rejoice 
the heart of a believer, to ht affured that what- 
ever fhall befall him in his paflage through this 
world, is an incident appointed, and numbered 
; amongft all other means ordained to fecure him 

7' an intereft in the world to come; hence is the 
aflurance of his heart, with bleffed Paul, / am 
ferfuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels^ 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things prefent^ 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other creature, fhall be able to feparate me from the 
the love of God which is 'in Chriji Jeftis our Lord* 
Rom. viii. 38, 39. 

Obfervation 2d. From what has been laid down 
of the ftate of a believer, it is juftly and reafon- 
ably to be expefted, he fhould be the moft holy 
man, feeing he has motives, encouragements, 
helps, and affiftances, that others have not. The 
remembrance of mercies already vouchafed, 

fhould 
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Ihduld be a continual and powerfol ckckement to 
gratitude, love and obedience •, becaufe grace has 
abounded (hall we continue to fin that it may a- 
bound ? God forbid. Go in peate^ faid our Lord 
to the woman taken in adultery, and Jin no more\ 
let not rtiy kindriefe and clemency towards thee 
be an encouragement to repeat thy wickednefs, 
but rather let a lenfe of my goodnefs lead thee 
to repentance for thy former follies. 

It is peculiar to the believer to have the fear of 
Cod Hn bis beari^ and the defign of this is, that he 
may not depart from Gvd^ nor fin agaipft him ; he 
has been made to know the bttternels of fin, and can 
never forget the gall and the wormwood ; there-^ 
fore ftiould often call to mind his wretched ftate 
when fovereign grace firft found him ; how he 
was then like the wretched infant fpoken of by 
Ezekiel the prophet •, and t^at mercy which was 
fo abundant toward him, Ihould leave him deep- / 
ly fenfible of his obKg^atio ns to love and adore*^ 
his great and gracfous deliverer. Has God fo d- 
minently diftinguifhed him by his grace th .t he 
is an adopted fon, and an heir of eternal glory ? 
The remembrance of this, ftiould infpire his foul 
with a holy emulation to walk as one whofe ex- 
peftations are wholly on things above ; this is re- / 
tjuired by the apoftle to the Coloflians in thofef" 
words, if ye then be rifen with Chrijty Jet your af-^ 
fetlions on tbings above^ ch. iii, i. They who 
Jhave had in rime paftfuch views and expedlations, 
have both with their lips and in their lives con- 
fefled that they were but pilgrims here below, 
and werefeeking a better country. Heb. xi. 13, 14, 
and truiy^ faid the fame apoftle, aur converjation 
is in heaven. 

P It 
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It is true, believers in common with other meiT^ 
have the world, the flefh, and the devil, mili- 
tating againft them ; but then herein lies their 
fuperior and diftinguilhed advantage, they have 
a power engaged on their fide, infinitely fuperior 
to all that can oppoie them, for as the hills ftand 
round about Jerujalem^ even fo dotb the Lord ftand 
round about his people. Pf. cxxv. 2. Here is their 
defence ; and // is the Lord that worketb in them 
•to will and do of his good pleafure^ here is their 
fpiritual ftrength. 

Laftly, It may be obferved, that a believer muft 
needs be the moft happy man ; feeing he is delivered 
from what muft always imbitter the fweeteft cupS 
of an unbeliever, and mingle with his pureft plea- 
fures ingredients more diftafteful than that of gaU 
and wormwood. I mean, the frequent clamours 
and accuiations of zr guilty conference, the dif- 
auieting apprehenfions of an oflTended God, the 
tear of death, and the awful judgment of God, 
together with the endlefs woes prepared for the un- 
godly. The believer no longer fubjedbed to thefc 
fears, he runs with chearfulnefs in the ways of 
God*s commandments, and experiences wifdcm^s 
ways to be ways of pleafantnefsj and all her 
paths to be the paths of peace. Others may fome- 
times conceive of him, as one that is a ftranger 
to pleafure, and hurries on a tedious life without 
I enjoying it ; whereas on the contrary, thofe very 
\ things they efteem fo defirable, and in which they 
I make the pleafure of life to confift, are the very 

(things that he rejoices and finds it his greateft 
happinefs to be delivered from. The believer 
finds the truth of what infpiration has recorded, 
that goditnefs is profitable both for this life^ and for 

that 
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that to come ; and finds himfelf happy in what thtf 
Lord has dbnc for hirh ^l^eady, and happy in fex- 
peftation of greater and more perfcdt felicity to be. 
enjoyed hereafter. 

I (hall need fay little, Iprefume, by way of ap- 
plication ; one. principal ufe I woiild have you 
make on what has been fpoken, and that is, fe- 
riouflyi and immediately to enquire whether you 
have obtained this precious faith •, it muft be al- 
lowed I think by all of you who have attended 
to the ufe arid excellency thereof, that it is a blef- 
fing much to be defired, yea more than gold, qr 
hiuch fine gold: 

Without faith you will never be able to lift up 
your heads in the great day of the Lord, Jefus 
the judge will condemn the unbelievers, with all 
the liars and the abominable to everlafting banilh- 
ment from God and the glory of his power, and 
fuch hiufl: have their portion, arid a dreadful por- 
tion it will be, in the lake that burneth with fire 
and brimftone. Rev. xxij 8, Examine yourfelvei 
tberefoTfii whether ye be in the faith ^ prove your 
own f elves : know ye not your own /elves that Jefus 
Chriji is in you except ye be reprobates^ 2 Cor. xliu 
5* 
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SERMON IX. 

2 P E T E R i. I. 

Simon Peter afervant and an apofih 
nf Jefus Chrifty to them that have 
obtained like precious faith with us y 
through therighteoufnejs of Gody and 
our Saviour Jefus Chriji. 

OF this precious faith in my text, I have 
fpoken pretty largely in my former dif- 
courfe from thefe words ; fo that time 
Conftrained me to poftpone what remained in the 
latter part of my text untili a more feafonable op- 
portunity ; and as kind providence has now favour- 
ed me with that opportunity, I thankfully em- 
brace it, and pray that the good God would make 
it a profitable one both for you and me. I fhould 
not have called your attention fo ciofely, and de- 
tained you fo long in defcribing the precioufiieJs 
of faith, but that 1 know man's natural pride is 
with fo much difficulty brought to (toop and feek 
falvation thereby ; that every other means muft be 
tried, and every expedient fifted in order that 
man may have fomewhat to afcribe to himfclf- 

Man 
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Man was originally made to live by his owa 
righteoufnefs, and although now fallen from God, 
and having loft all ability to perform the holy 
precepts of the law, to wh'ch life and falvation 
were promifed, yet he naturally inclines to think 
there is fome good thing in his broken and im- 
perfed obedience which deferves to be rewarded. 
This very grofs, and what if not corredied, wilt- 
prove a fatal miftake, arifes, I conceive, from 
man*s natural blindnefs in not attending to the 
commandment which requires truth in the in- 
ward parts, and can difpenle with no obedience 
that is not perfect ; and from his own innate 
pride which fees too great a value on his own. 
works, and from a difregard to the word of God, 
which holds forth falvation, as not attainable by 
works of any kind, but by faith in Jefus Chrift. 
The apoftle Paul has handled this point largely 
and fo demonftratively in his feverai epiftles to 
the churches, that nothing but blindnefs, pride 
andianbelief, canoccafion a miftake therein. 

The fcriptures every where fpeak of falvation 
by Chrift, for to him give all the prophets witnefs^. 
and the apoftle aflures us, . there is not falvation 
in any other ^ that another foundation cannot be laid^ 
that there is no other name given under heaven 
whereby we can be faved -, and our Lord himfelf, 
who beft knew his errand into the world, tells us, 
that whofoever believeth on him fhall not perifb^ 
but have everla/iing life, and that he is the way^ 
and no man cometh unto the father but by him. 

Many who read and pretend to receive inftruc- 

tion from the fcriptures for working out their 

falvation, yet have their notions and ideas fo dark 

and confufed, that it is eafy to perceive their 

P 3 minds 
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minds were never enlightened by the glorious gol- 
pel ot Jefus Chrift. Such are they, who while 
they talk of falvation by Chrift. yet think fome 
previous qualifications areneceffary to recommend 
I them to his favour and acceptance -, and that they 
I muft by a long train rf^^re-reguifites, (all which 
I arc fuppofed to have fomethi ng of merit i n them) 
8 pave their way to the mediator, which being^3oiSe, 
they tacitly make a demand on heaven, and leem 
to think it ftrange if any doubts fhould yet re- 
main of their being accepted. Now it is evi- 
dent fuch perfons were never yet taught by the 
fpirit of God, which fpirit not only convince s men 
of the evil of fin, but of the infufficiency of any 
J righteoufnefs of their own, feeing the very foun- 
/ tain from whence thefe ftreams of holy works 
fhould proceed, is quite poifoned and corrupted, 
and that the very beft of men in a ftate of unre- 
gcneracy and out of Chrift, are " all as an un- 
*^ clean thing, and their righteoufnefTes are as filthy 
*' rags.'* If. Ixiv, 6. The holy fcriptures Idiow 
of no righteoufnefs, that can filence the crying 
^nd large demands of the law of God, but the 
perfedt obedience of Jefus ; nor allows any works 
as good in the eye of that perfedl law, but fuch 
as flow from faith in the fon of God ^ fo that all 
the good works of an unbeliever are but lefs fla- 
grant fins, for in this ftate nothing is done, no- 
thing can be done, with fuch finglenefs of eye to 
God's glory, and with fuch purity of heart andi 
fervency of afFeftion, as his moft holy law juftly 
requires ' " 

God from the abundance of his mercy^ and the 
exceeding richnefs of his grace, hath fignified by 
his word, his good pleafure towards a finful race. 



S E R M O K IX. 231 

in bringing to evcrlafting happinefs and the en- 
joyment of himielf in heavenly glory, all that 
fliould (renouncing and difclaiming all merit ia 
themfelves) believe on Jefus, and rely on his ail 
perfeftly finilhed work tor their acceptance and 
falvation -, but in order to cut of all glorying in 
an arm of flelh, and hide pride from man, what 
is declared in his bleffed word, as the foundation 
of faith, can only be attended to, and cordially 
believed, through the efficiency of his bleffed 
Ipirit. 

Hence the apoftle to the Ephefians faith, " God 
*' who is rich in mercy for the great love where- 
*' with he loved us, even when we were dead in 
** fins hath quickened us together with Chrift, 
" by grace ye are faved through faith, and that 
*' not of yourfelves it is the gift of God." chap, 
ii, 4, 5, 8. And again, Phillip, i, 29, " to you 
*' it is given in the behalf of Chrift, not only to 
*' believe," &c. And in the paffage of our text, 
Peter wrote to them that had obtained like precious 
faith. To which words, that I may fpeak in- 
ftru6tively, and by the divine bleffing, edifyingly, 
I fhall proceed agreeable to my propolal in (hew- 
ing the manner of obtaining the precious faith^ of 
which you have heard fo many excellent things. 

But firft. Let it be noted that the words, hav- 
ing obtained^ feem to imply that thefe perfons fo 
highly favoured in partaking of this ineftimable 
gift were not always in the poffeffion of it •, be* 
fore they obtained it they had it not, and fince their 
obtaining it they ftand indebted for it as a gift be- 
ftowed. I obferve this firft, that believers may not 
think more highly of themfelves than they ought 
to think, but may be niindful of the rock from 

whence 
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whence they were hewn •, and the hole of the pit 
from whence they were digged ; for what have 
^ you to glory in my brethren, that you have not 
^ received, and if ye did receive it, why do yq 
glory as if ye had not received it, i Cor, iv. 7, 
2d, That fuch'as have not yet obtained pre- 
fious faiihy may not fink down in defpondency 
and fay there is no hope. Faith is not an heredi-^ 
tary blefling, it is not to them that areborn of blood \ 
none are born believers, nor have any ever been 
taught faith by human teaching and by the will 
€f man '^ for ^11 believers are taught of God, a^ 
greeable to thofe words of our Lord, " it is writ- 
*' ten in the prophets, they fhall all be taught of 
^* God, he therefore that hath heard and learned 
^' of the fuiher cometh to me." John vi. 45. 
No man ever yet in an unconverted ilate, carried 
hlmfelf fo uprightly, and improved his natural 
abilities fo diligently, and to ibch excellent pur- 
pofe as either to attain by the light of nature to 
the knpwledge of God and himfelf, or todeferve 
as the reward of his prudence, and fuperior fagarr 
city the favour of God, or the precious gift of 
faith. Men in their natural ftate, may much ex- 
cel one another in the ftridnefs of their moral 
conduct, there may be fomcthing amiable in their 
deportment and behaviour, for which they may 
deferve the efteem and regard of their fellow- 
creatures, as being ufeful for fociety •, but ftiU 
nature can never rife above its fountain head, all 
their works will be the works of nature ftill ; and 
to imagine that any thing we can do may de- 
ferve the grace of God, is to fct too great a value 
on our own works, and to depreciate the real 
worth and excellency of that grace. 

Mea 
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Men of this charafter will ftldom fail to fijt 
an undue value on what they are, and on what 
they do, whereas a man taught of God, fees fo 
much imperfeftion in all his performances, that 
he*s afhamed to look upon them, blufties to con* 
fider them, and frankly owns they are of no real 
worth, and if at all regarded by God, it muit be 
folely for the fake of Jefus Chrift •, hence wo 
hear the apoftle to Titus freely confeifing, that 
what had been done* for them, was merely of the 
good pleafure of God, Tit. iii. 5, *' Not by works 
*' of righteoufnefs which we have done, but ac- 
" cording to his mercy he faved us, by the 
" wafliing of regeneration, and by the renewing 
" of the Holy Ghoft/' 

Precious faith in my text is faid to have been 
obtained, that is, as the original word imports, 
iy lot^ in which fenfe the fame word is ufed, ^ 
Luke i, 9, Ads i, 17, John xix, 24, and ferves 
to confirm what I have been infifting upon, that 
as faith is the gift of God, fo he gives it to 
whomfoever he will, and the fpirit the ageni; irt 
this work as the heavenly wind, bloweth where 
and when it lifteth. Again, the text particular- . 
ly notech, that this precious faith is obtained 
through the righteoufnefs of God and our Saviour 
Jefus Cbrifi ; hereby is excluded all our works 
from having any part in obtaining it; and what but 
a deceived heart, and a miftaken eftimation of our 
felves, and our poor performances, could ever 
lead us to think we could by any of our doings 
defcrve thefavour of thatGod, who has, (as though 
it were done on purpofe to filence our haughty 
claims, and to flop every mouth in his prefence) 
fet forth his exceeding greatnefs and majefty, and 

man's 
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man^s nothingnefe and vanity in comparifon there- 
of, in that ftriking paflage of the prophet If. ch. 
xl. 1 2, and following, in language fo truly pidure- 
cfque and afFedting, that one would imagine a 
man need only read, in order to fee himfelf the 
very nothing creature, he is there defcribed to be. 
Let us turn to the paffage and obferve it. How 
awfully great and powerful muft that being be, 
who in his ftrength has not only fet faft the 
mountains, but takes up the ijles as a very little 
thing \ the vaft abyfs of mighty waters which fill 
the capacious bed of the feas, be tneafuretb in the 
hollow of bis bandj and the expanded Jkies are 
meted witb bis fpan^ the dufl which compofes this 
huge terraqueous globe he comprebendeth in a mea^ 
fure^ and the ponderous hills with all their mafly 
load of rocks and trees, be weighs in fcales^ and 
holds the ballances in his hand. And what muft 
frail and feeble man be when compared to this 
inconceivably great and glorious God ? Behold the 
nations^ all that encompafs the habitable world 
from pole to pole, from eaft to weft, are before 
him, as a drop of a bucket j and are counted, not- 
withftanding the value they may fet upon them* 
felves as the fmall duft of the ballance^ ver. 15. 
And left we ftiould yet fet fome value upon what 
we do, as conceiving ourfelves to be fomething, 
it is added, all nations before him are as nothings 
and they are counted to him lefs than nothing and 
vanity. 

Now after due attention given to this humbling 
fcripturc, wherein we fee the difparity between 
us and that God with whom we have to do, is fo 
great, that it admits of no comparifon, is it pot 
fible we can yet think that the works of fuch no- 
thing 
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thing creatures can be fomething and have in theni 
ifomething excellent to challenge the divine at- 
tention, and bring in this glorious being as ^ 
debtor ? No, all that for which we have any- 
ground to hope God will be propitious, or can 
ever exped to find favour with him, muft be fole- 
ly of hjsfovereign grace and mercy in ^nd througl^ 
his well-beloved fbn. 

That precious faith^ therefore, by which we lay 
held on the bleflings and benefits of the Redeem- 
er's death and fufterings is obtained^ not by works, 
but of grace •, not for the fake of what we have 
done, but ibrougb the righteoufnejs of God and our Sa- 
viour Jefus Chriji. If the apoftle be fuppofed by 
the term righteoujnefs to mean the juftice of God, 
or the faithfulnefs of God, in keeping and ful- 
filling his promifes made to the fathers concern- , 
ing the Mefliah, and the bleflings to be difpenfed 
through him, it ftill leads us to conceive of God 
as the donor of thefe bleflings, and amongfl: all 
others that of faitb^ and that fuch benefits are 
beftowed folely for the fake of Jefiis ; fuch in- 
terpretation would perfeftly correfpond with all 
fcriptur? declaration and analogy of faith, for 
whatever favours God at any time gave his peo- 
ple realbn to expeft from him, were all to be ex- 
pefted in and through a mediator ; and to this 
end ferved all the facrifices under the mofaic dif- 
penfation, every bleeding viftim had refp^ft to 
Jefus. 

If by the term righteoufnefs the apoflile be fup- 
pofed to mean the righteoufnefs of Chrift, that is, 
his aftive and pafllve obedience, as the original 
reading may very well bear it, the righteoufnefs of 
Qur God and Saviour Jefus Cbrifi^ it amounts juft 
. • tot 
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to the fame thing as before ; for that ever God 
made any promifes of life and falvation to finners 
was with refpedt unto Chrift, and that he could 
confiftent with his juftice confer thefe bkflings, 
was in confequence, and as the efFcft of the Re- 
deemer's righteoufnefsy that is, his holy life and 
meritorious fin-atoning death. All the riches of 
grace and glory are treafured up in Chrift, as pur- 
chafed by his blood, and every gift beftowed on 
poor finners is for his fake alone, in him mercy 
and truth have met together^ right eoufnefs and peace 
have kiffed one another. God in Chrift can be 
juji^ and yet juftify the ungodly. Rom iv. 5. 

It appears then that precious faith is the gift of 
^ G od, and that it is given and beftowed only for 
>^ theTaKe^of what Chrift has done and fufFered ^ 
therefore our works whatever value we may fct 
upon them, are no procuring caufe of falvation^ 
in whole, or in part ; nor can any degree of fbr- 
row for fin, any quantity of tears ftied, or any 
number of prayers preferred, render us more 
worthy to be the objefts of divine compafllon, or 
give us any good foundation that we fhall obtaia 
this precious faith^ as the defert of fuch forrow 
and repentance. Yet here I would beg leave to 
obferve concerning the ordinary ftate in which a 
foul finds itfelf at the time of it's obtaining pre- 
cious faith, the following things. 

I ft. No man did ever yet obtain precious faith,, 
that prior to it, had not fome fenfe of the evil of 
sJ fin, and fome degree of forrow for it. No man,^ 
I prefume, had ever yet any real fcnfe of the evil 
of fin, but in cbnfequence of his being quicken- 
ed by the fpirii of God -, and where this is the 
cafe, a foul Is brought to a fenfe of feeling, and 

can- 
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cannot poflibly taftc the bitternefs of fin, and now 
feel himfelf under the deadly dileafe thereof, but 
it creates forrow, fighii.g, lamentation and woe ; 
and therefore fuch ftate of forrow naturallj and 
I think neceffarily, precedes that ftate ot joy and 
gladnefs which can only be experienced as an ef- 
feft of faith. 

2d, The whole^ fays our Lord, need not a phy^ 
ficiany but they that are fick\ the gofpel is the glad 
tidings of falvation by Chrift, but it is certain 
none but finncrs who want falvation will either/ 
defire to credit the report, or pay any regard un-r 
to it ; the minifters of the gofpel may try their 
utmoft (kill to fef forth the Saviour in the mi ft 
amiable and defirable charafter, but none will 
credit their report^ but thofe to whom the arm of thif 
Lord is revealed^ If. liii. 1. We are told the wholg 
multitude fought to touch Jefus^ and that virtue 
went from him and healed them all^ Luke vi, 19, 
now this can only be fpoken of the multitude of 
the difeafed, for noneelfc had need of healing. 

All poor finners that are quickened by the fpi- 
rit of God, and convinced of the evil of fin, do 
not all feel the fame compunction of fpirit, nor 
forrow for it in the fame degree ; nor does It ap- 
pear neceffary that they ftiould. Some under their 
firft quickening and apprehenfions of their ftate, 
find their confciences ftormed as it were with all 
the dreadful artirery of Mount Sinai, while others 
are led on ftep by ftep from the moft early dawn 
of fpiritual day, to fee fin and themfelves, and are 
fweetly allured by the voice of the turtle to caft 
themfelves on Jefus the Saviour. 

Why it is that all conceive not alike of them- 
felves under convidion of fin, we may perhaps be 

bet- 
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better able to fay, when we know why the texture 
and frame of human bodies are not cxaftly the 
fame ; at prcfent it (hall fufEcc me to fay, that as 
Jnen are hot all guilty before God of crimes equally 
bffenfivej it fcems reafonable that the degree ot 
/forrow and compuhftion for fin, be fomcwhat pro- 
^ portioned to the greatnefs of the guilt ; if there 
be any other rcafon for the difierent degrees of 
forrow Under a fenfe of fin, probably it may be 
<)wihg to the difference pf conftitution; I have 
laid before you thcfe things in order to correft a 
f)revailing miftake, viz. that fuch a certain de- 
gree of forrow nriuft be cxperienGcd, e'er a perlbn 
tould have afiy ground to exped faith and deli* 
vcran^e ; and where fuch notions as thefe are pro- 
pagated and attended to, people are naturally led 
to place fome dependance on their forrow, as 
though fome proportionate meafure of trouble. 
Could purchafe fome adequate^ or proportionable 
degree of grace- 

From all this it appears tlieri, that although in 
th^ ordinary way of obtaining precious fattby a 
I time of forrow and heavinefs fthe effeft of the 
f fpirit of bondage will generally precede a time of 
i joy and gladnefs, the effejft of the fpirit of adop-^ 
J tion ;) yet this forrow and trouble has nothing inf 
It of merit to deferve the gift of faith, nor dc-= 
ferves any farther regard than as it appears to be 
a godly forrow, and fo far may prove the rego- 
deration of the foul. Precious faiib then, is only 
to be obtained for the fake of what jefus has done 
and fuffered, and to feek it, or expeft it any other 
Ivay, or for any other caufe or reafon befides this, 
is not only to expeft the bleffmg out of God's ap- 
pointed way, but is a depreciating of the Re- 

dccmer*i 
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deemer's righteoufnefs, and a (light put tipon the 
gofpel method of falvation. 

What bleffing fo valuable, that his incomparably 
great and perfed righteoufnefs could not procure, 
feeing it was a righteoufnefs^ fully anfwering all 
the demands of the injured or preceptive law; 
a righteoufnefs fpotlefs as the fun, in refped of 
its purity, confummate as the adorable Jehovah^ 
that wrought it out,' and infinitely glorious in its 
worth and excellency for poor finners. 

3d, I now proceed, in the third place to fpeak 
of the famenefs of precious faith in all that do 
obtain it. There are fome things in which faith 
is not the fame, ift. The faith of Abraham and 
all the prophets, differed from the faith of apoftles 
and chriflians, ia that the former looked forward 
to the MefTiah to come, and the latter look 
backward to the MefTiah already come \ yet the 
foundation of faith, which is the word of God, f 
and the promife of falvation by Chrift, was the>- 
fame to both. 2d, All men have not the fame 
meafure or degree of faith, Abraham was flrong 
in faith, and gave glory to God, Peter was weak ^ 
in faith when he denied his Lord and mafler;^^ 
alfo the apoflle John writes in his epiftle, to fathers, 
young men, and children,, and fome in every age 
and place are flrong in faith, and live more abun- 
dantly the life of faith, while others are weak in 
the faith, and are tofled to and fro with cvepy 
wind of doctrine. 

Again 3d, Faith is not the fame at all times in 
the fame perfon.; the objedt and foundation of / 
faith remain immoveable and firm, but by reafon*^ 
of infirmities which cleave to, and are interwoven 
with our nature here below, our faith yields us 

not 
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not i^l tlrnes the fame joyous fcnfatidns, nor df« 
we fo well able to defend ourlelves thereby againft 
the elnemies of our peace. What a wonderful 
degree of faith was manifeft in Peter, when he 
*fiiid. Lord iid me ceme to thee on the wnter^ but 
how was at eAervated and weakened, when he faw 
^the winds boifterous and the billows foaming. 

But precious faiih Is the fame in all that obtain 

4« ift -the following things : ift. In the quality 

thereof, the faith ot an infpired apoftle, or pro- 

i^^phet, and the faith of the vileft proftitute, now 

^ converted and believing; for whatever it may 

idififer in the quantity and ftrength, its nature and 

^quality muft needs be the fame, i ft. Becaufej it is 

dae cffisft of the fame fpirit, and Ike caufes pro- 

^tice like effefts ; no man ever believed or ob- 

stained faith in any degree by the power of his 

'natural abilities, but it is alike in all, the gift of 

.God, produced by that fpirit who gives to every 

-WKin feverally as he wiil. ad. It is in all that 

obtain it the pur chafe of the fame blood and 

, righteoufnefs, for a« there is but one faith, fo this 

^ is the faith of the operation of God, and what 

' is bcftowed as the efFeft of the Redeemer's righte- 

oufnefe. 3d, In whatever degree or meafUiC it is 

poffcffed, it has been obtained the fame way, 

-«' through the righteoufnefs of God and our Sa- 

'** viour Jefus Chrift;" for it has been proved that 

precious faith cannot be obtained any other way. 

4th, To whomfoever precious faith is given^ be 

its quantity or ftrength what it will, it is intended 

to anfwer the fame gracious purpofes to the pof- 

ifeflbr; to lead him to Chrlft, to caft the foul on 

his merits, to bring a fenfe of pardon to the con- 

fcience, to fill the heart with joy and peace, and 

*' lead 
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lead the poor needy and naked finner, to take from 
the fulnefs of the Lord Chrift whatfoever it can 
want. Laftly, although all do not poflcfs faith in 
the fame meafure, yet all believers poflcfs it as 
the fame precious faith ; faith in the fmalleft mea- 
fure thereof is as truly precious, as a fpark of fire 
has in it the nature of, and is truly fire. The 
flrong in faith experience more abundant confo- 
lation, but the weak in faith have their anchor fo j 
fecurely caft, that they can fier^v fufFer wreck. ^ 
The ftrong in faith give more glory to God, while 
they dare to believe the truth of his word and 
promifes, even when fenfe and reafon can yield 
tnem no fupply -, and the weak in faith cannot 
give God the lye, nor fufFer their hope to be en- 
tirely cut oflF. 

Thus precious faith appears to have been the 
fame in refpeft to its quality, in all that have obtain- 
ed it ; but as a greater quantity, or more ftrong faith 
at once brings more glory to God, and his intereft^ 
and makes the believer's paCage through the world 
more comfortable and pleafant ; what reafon have 
we all to ufe the words of the diftrefled parent in 
the gofpel ; *' Lord I believe, help thou mine 
" unbelief." Mark ix. 24. 

2d, Precious faith is the fame as to its objed ; 
viewing nothing in any age or place, but the all ^ 
perfect righteoufnefs of thefonof God, whether* 
it was the ante-incarnation faith, or the poft incar- 
nation, its objeQ: was the fame, viz. the futfering, - 
fatisfying Saviour; ftrong faith and faith moft 
trembling and feeble have ftill viewed the fame 
objeft. When the Almighty Lord, pafled the 
fentence of condemnation upon the old ferpent the 
devil, and in the curfe of angels, held forth and 
CL pro- 
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promifed a blefling to fallen Adam, it is not un- '. 
likely that Adam*s heart in that drooping and dif- 
trefled ftate, was filled with joy and peace in be- • 
lieving this firft gofpel fermon that wasi ever preach- 
ed. I fay fts not unlikely that Adam in that 
blefled hour tafted the precioufnefs of faith built^' 
uport God^s gracious word, and looking to theJlL 
woman's feed the fubjeft of that promife; for fit ^! 
is probable that Adam immediately began as ,i 
prieft in his family, and the then little church to of- C 
fer facrifices unto God, which facrifices had refpedt : 
unto Jefus Chrift, and as fuch juftified his faith, ' 
and gave him to enjoy the comfortable fruits and 
effefts thereof in his foul. 

Mofes informs us that the Lord God made d 
coats of (kins, and cloathed Adam and his wife^^b 
as a grant was not yet given to live upon znimnV^ 
food, it is mod likely tnofe beafts were flain andfft 
offered in facrifice. But be this as it will, facri-i> ^ 
fices were appointed to be offeredJby^God himfelf, 
^ and the apoflle to the Hebrews tells us, that fbe 
•» law^ (meaning the ceremonial) was a fhadowxef] • 
good things to come^ but the thing ftiadowed- or i' 
fet forth by thefe, was the* Lord Chrifl. 

God had no pleafure in the blood of a flain 
beaft, fave as thefe creatures had refpedt unto the 
lamb of God, and whenever the offerers of thefe . 
f facrifices, ceafed to look through the figure, to the 
?"'end thereof, he (ignified his diflike and averfion to 
thefe' external things : " To what purpofe is the 
" multitude of your facrifices unto me, faith the 
" Lord, I am full of the burnt -offerings of rams, 
" and the fat of ted beafls, and I delight not in the 
** blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats," 
If i. 1 1. But when the flain beaft was offered in 

faithy 
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JFaith, and the offerer had refpcft unto Jefus, the 
Lord alfo had refpeft unto him, and to his offer- 
ing, for Jefu*s fake ; this was the cafe with Abel. 
When the devoted heifer wis bound to the horns 
of the altar, it typified the covenant-engagement, 
with iwhich the eternal fon was bound to do and 
fuffer all the law of God could juftly inflift or 
demand, iri ordei* to fave his people. 

Jefus having engaged bis heart to draw near td 
God iri the behalf of his people, Jer. xxx, 21, 
could not go frofn itj for in the volume of the book 
thefe things werie recorded concerning hirii. When 
Abraham lifted up his hand to offer his beloved 
Ifaac in facrifice to God, he by faith faw the 
bleeding dying Jefus, pourihg out his foul unto 
de^th to atone for fin, and in the entangled ram, 
I^Hich he offered in the (lead of his fon, he faw 
thd r^furfedtlon df Jdfus in a figure. Heb. xi. 

When the wood was laid in order upon the al- 
tar, and the viftim divided into parts and difpofed 
iipori the wood ; the believing offerer beheld in 
faith the Saviour as fattened to the accurfed tree ; 
and while the fat and the fweet incenfe afcended 
in a flanie of flagrancy towards heaven, the offer-^^ 
er was taught that it was a facrifice o fa fw eet ' 
fmelling favour ; and has it had refpeft untio' Je- 
ius, was acceptable to G5d. In a word, the low- 
ing bullock and the bleating lamb, fpake of Je- 
fus, and in language fimilar to that of the bap- 
tift, faid, behold the lamb of God. The faith of 
Adam, and the faith of Paul, with all from eafl: 
to weft, in the infancy of days, and in the age 
6f time, in refpeft to it's objeft, is the fame -, no- 
thing is amiable, nothing defirable, in compari- 
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fon of the Lord Chrift in the eftimation of faith^ 
whofe language by reafon of his fuper-eminent 
excellency is, none but Chrift, none but Chrift, 
Before his incarnation and manifeftation to the. 
world, he is called, the deftre of all nations \ ^- 
ter his appearance and the manifeftation of.JiJipr, 
felf to the believing foul, all things are efteeme^ 
as drofs and dung in comparifon of him. 

3d, Precious faitb^ is the fame in all ages anc^ 
places in refpeft to it's fubjeft, that which 4^^ 
I is converfant about ; which is the rightcoufnefs of 
^' the Lord Chrift. 

What can the believer fee in himfelf or in any 

other creature in the heavens above or in the 

earth below, wherein he may take comfort, aM 

on which he may rely, befides the fufFering fon 9J 

God ? Faith fees a fullnefs in him that can filcgcc 

^ every cry and fatisfy every want •, all the patriarcA^ 

i and prophets looked to this and were favqi 

: Noah s faith was principally employed about the 

I holy and obedient life of Jefus, when he buUj^an 

\ ark for the fafety of himfelf and his houfe, j^nd 

was made an heir of that rigbteoufnefs which is ^ 

faith ; and having feen the vengeance of God exg* 

cuted on the world of ungodly Cnners, he fa\? 

in the facrifice he offered unto the Lord when 

he came out of the ark, the fweet favour of the 

Mediator's death. 

The patriarch Jacob, fweetly fung of Chri^ 
and his rightcoufnefs, a little before his departure 
from his pilgrimage-ftate ; " the fcepter (hall riot 
" depart from Judah, nor a law-giver from be- 
" tween his feet until) Shiloh come ; and un- 
" to him (hall the gathering of the people bc^ 
'' binding his fole unto the vine, and his afles colt 

" unto 
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'* unto the choice vine, he walhed his garments 
•* in wine, and his cloaths in the blood of the 
•* grapes." Gen. xlix, 10,11. Simeon rejoiced, 
when the child Jefus was brought into the tem- 
pife, feeing that falvation, Jacob waited for, and 
therefore defired to depart in peace. David celc- 
fcfeted the righteoufnefs of the Redeemer, as that 
which was more to be defired, and more to be 
<!elighted in, than all manner of riches. Aty tongue 
Jh all talk of thy righteoufnefs all the day long^ for 
i\ is very high : Blejfed is the people that know the 
joyful founds they /hall walky O Lord in the light of 
thy countenance^ in thy name fhall they rtjoice all the 
daVy and in thy righteoufnefs fhall they be exalted. 
Mlxxxix, 15, 16, &c. Thus fang the holy men ^ 
oif old, and rejoiced in the diftant profpeft of him ' 
fl^bn wnom help was laid •, and bleffed Paul, ha.s: 
fnade it manifeft in all his writings that his faith| 
was folely employed about Jefus and the perfec- 
tion of that righteoufnefs, he had wrought out 
in his holy life, and obedient death. 

/ determined^ fays he, to know nothing among 
yoUy fave Jefus Chriji and him crucified ; and thofe 
things that were gain to me^ I counted lofs for Chrtft^ 
yea drofs and dung^ in comparifon of thofe things 
that pertain to Jefus. Paul no longer talked about 
his anceftry, and regular life, when he had once 
by faith feen Jefus -, Chrift was all his theme, 
And his blood and righteoufnefs the crown of his 
rgoicing -, God fotbid^ fays he, that Ifoouldgloty 
fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrifi. Gal. vi, 
14. Paul could not bear the thought of bein^ 
found at laft in any other ftatc than in this 
righteoufnefs^ which is of God by faith. Phillip* 

CL3 4*, 
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1 4th, Precious f^itb is the fame in all believers^ 
> in the ordinary effedts it produces. All that ob-? 
tain it are juftified by it, and equally juftified, 
for the fmalleft meafure of precious faith obtains f 
from God in Chrift, ift;, A full juftificatiqil, let 
his tranfgreffions have been ever fo many, (^ the 
guilt of thpm ever fo enormous, tht precio^JSlocd 
• ff Jefus which precious faith has refpeft unto, 
cleanfetb from them all. Never a finner yet came 
] to Jefus whofe tranfgreffions were too many to 
I be pardoned •, finners are not forgiven, becaufe 
jhey feek not mercy according to the appointed 
means, ofcir Saviour complained when upon earth, 
Te %vill not come to me that ye might have life 5 
I whofoever cometh to me^ I will in no wife cajl out. 
Such as conclude againft thqmfelves tiiat their 
fins are too great to be pardoned, do a double 
dilhonour to him that made them •, having in^ 
jured hisjuftice by finning, they now injure his 
J mercy by defpairing : This was the cafe of Cain, 
when Tic liad^ci^ijelly and in a butcherly manner, 
imbrued his haqds in hisbrother^s blood, he crie$ 
out in defpondency, my iniquity is greater than 
can be pardoned^ and hereby fets bounds to infinite 
mercy, and undervalued the precious blood of 
the Lord Chrift. 2d, Precious faith in every de- 
gree thereof, pbtains juftificatipn as a free and fo- 
vereign aft of mercy in Chrift •, faith pleads no 
merit in itfelf, or in the foul where it is wrought, 
nor fets any value on any of }t's works, but look- 
ing to what Jefos has done, ftretches forth it's 
^ hsind to receive as a free benefit beftowed for his 
falje. a juftlfication or abfolution from the guilt 
of all fin through the redemption that is in him, 
Rgm. iii. 24. 3d, Precious fait h^ obtains from God 

through 



SERMON IX. 247 

through Chrift a final juftification ; fins pardoned 

by the free grace of God in the mediator, will never 

be retraced, but are caft like a ftone into the 

,, depth of the fea, and God remembers them no 

^j more- Thus faith in whatever degree it is poflelP- 

^, cd, if it be genuine, the real precious faith we 

^ fpeak of, obtains a juftification full, free, and 

\, final. 

, 2d, Every degree of precious faith, obtains 

fanftification ; though not in the fame degree oi' 
meafure thereof ; jujiificaticn^ is the fame in all 
that are juftified, for a man is either pardoned, . 
or not pardoned -, fanSlificaticn^ may admit of in- * 
finite degrees, fo that the fame meafure thereof 
^^^ will fcarce be found in any two believers ; yet/ 
, ,. all that do believe, have received a new and fan-Tr 
i ftified nature; holinefs isfown but not yet ripe, the 
child is born, bijt not grown up -, yet fuch fan- 
ftification in the fmalleft meafure thereof, or in 
the loweft degree, has glory in it's nature, and is 
infeparably conneftedwithit \, for whom he jufiifieSy 
. them he alfo glorifies. 

3d, As peace with God, accefs to God, joy in. 
the Holy Ghoft, a lively hope, &c. are the or- j, 
dinary efi^edts of precious faith, fo all that partakef^ 
thereof, find irt a degree proportionable to their 
faith, thefe inward fruits are produced, ^nd thefq 
bleflings are obtained. Holy David was comfort- 
ed, ftrengthened and fupported according to hi^ 
faith, when he fays, " I fhould utterly ha,ve 
^' fainted, but that I believed to fee the good- 
^' nefs of the Lord in the land of the living.'* 
Pf. 27. And Paul, " we truft in the living God, 
i ■ who hathv4plivered us, and ^oUi deliver, in 

, S whom 
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^^ whom we truft that he will yet deliver.'* 2 Cop, 
I 9, 10. 

4th, Where ever precious faith is planted, as it 
J^is. in it's nature a fruit-bearing tree, fo it will pro- 
* duce the fruits of piety, juftice, mercy, tempe- 
rance, chaftity, &c. in proportion to it's fize arid 
ftrength -, for faith worketh by love. Noah brfi 
ingpoffeffed of precious faith, was a man eminent? 
in his generations, ajujiman^ a perfe£f man^ and 
be walked with God. 

Paul tells Titus, that the grace of God taught 
men to deny ungodlinefs, and worldly lufts^ and to 
live foberlyj rigbteoujly^ and godly in this prefent 
world. 

From what has been delivered we may deduce 
tliefe inferences. ^ 

I ft. That falvation belongeth to the Lord ; fee'' 
ing our works have nothing in them to defervQ 
the favour of God, and that precious faith is the : 
gift of God. Whofoever then would lay any 
claim to falvation otherwifc than as the gift c«f 
God, robs his maker, makes the blood of Jefus 
of no avail, and if a miracle of mercy does not 
prevent it, will eternally ruin his own foul. 

2d, Inafmuch as the falvation v/e fpeak of, is 
the effedt of the righteoufnefs of Chrift, it muft 
needs be moft perfeft and compleat in every part 
thereof. As his aftive and paffive obediencCj, 
was the obedience of God-Man, there could be in it 
no imperfeflion, for as the human nature was hy- 
poftatically joined with the divine, and the hy- 
man body was impregnated with God, every part 
of his obedience adlive and paffive, had the'ftamp 

of 
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of divinity and perfeftion upon it; therefore the 
bleflings intended to be purchafed by a price fo 
ineftimable, muft have been feeured agreeable to 
the intention. 

3d, If precious faith, for the reafons given, be 
alike precious to all that obtain it, then the weak- 
eft believer has falvation afcertained unto him, as 
well as the ftrongeft ; feeing it is the gift of the 
fame God, the effeft of the fame fpirit, the re- 
ward of the fame righteoufnefs, is given for the 
like gracious purpofes, and has the fame power 
engaged to prefer.ve and reward it. 

USES. 
If falvation then be wholly of God, feek it not 
in yourfelves, or in your own performances ; thi$ 
Will be to fpend your Jirength for nought ^ and your 
labour for that which fatisfietb noty let God have the 
glory, bow yourfelves before him, and acknow- 
ledge that you are poor needy helplefs creatures, 
and are expefting your all from him. I will fifp- 
pofe that you are thoroughly convinced of the 
evil of fin, that you have thereby abufed the 
goodnefs of God, have violated his holy law, 
trampled upon his mercy, and are confcious that 
you have juftly forfeited his favour, and your ex- 
peftations of happinefs, are almoft cut off and ex- 
tinft ; yet fuch conviftion and fight of yourfelves 
and fins, have not been attained to by your own 
prudent attention, and natural light, but have 
been difcovered and laid open in your hearts, by 
the efficiency of his grace and good fpirit, and 
therefore the glory of this very dawn of falvation 
is wholly to be afcribed to him You are by na- 
ture dark and blind in your underftandings, ftub-' 

born 
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bom and refraftory in your wills, and your hearty 
are too proud and haughty to allow the worft of 
yourfelves, and whatever has made a difcovery to 
you of your innate ^arknels muft be a light fhin- 
mg from above, a ray of the uncreated bright- 
nels. • Why are not all your friends and kindred a^ 
much afFefted under a fenfe of fin as you are ? 
Are they not finners alfo ? Yes, vcvily all Jbave 
finned. Are you more wife and prudent than they, 
difcovering by your fuperior fagacity the great 
evil of fin ? This you will fcarcely be brought to 
fay. Had you yourfelves always the like concep- 
tion of the evil of fin, or hjive you only been fin- 
ners of late time ? This you know is not fo. fo 
wl^at then muft the prefent fenfe of fin and your-» 
fclves be afcribed to, if not to the illuminating 

trace of God now fli^ining into your hearts as a. 
ght into a dark cavern ? And how under fuch 
difcovery of fin, are you purpofing to procure the 
falvation you want from the direful effefts there- 
of ? You are refolving I make no doubt to cporreft 
your former errors and wrong dealings, to amend 
your lives, and tread the paths of virtue and ho- 
linefs •, and after fuch laudable refolutions have 
been carried into practice with all poflible care^ 
diligence and circumfpeftion, what do ye hope 
for ? Will future obedience atone for paft offences ? 
No, in no wife, for perfeft obedience at all times 
was a debt you owed the author of your being. 
Can you imagine fuch obedience as you are pur- 
pofing to pay, wijl be perfeft and unremitted as 
the law requires ? Sad experience, if you attend 
to that law, will foon convince you of the folly of 
fuch imagination. 

Perhaps you are refolving to do fomething, and 



S E R M O ]f^ ' IX. 251 

^e pleafing youHelves with the thought, that Go4 
yfiW do the reft and make up your deficiences ; 
but pray where is this written ? And if this is not 
fjod's declared method of falvation, who fuggeft- 
cd it ? Can you not in this felf-contriyed plan of 
falvationfce the cloven foot? Is notfelf ^nd pride 
at the bottom of all this ? What part in this worjc 
pf your falvation is it that you propofc to ma- 
nage ? It is already fupppfcd to be begun, and that 
by God, otherwife it would never have been fet 
about ? It is not unlikely you had ftood idle or 
worfe than idle 'till the ninth or eleventh hour, 
and if thfsr good fpirit of God had not inclined 
your hearts you would have loirered till you had 
tumbled into hell. And now that God has be- 
gun, do yoy intend by your own power and pru- 
dence to carry it nn ? Verily you will neither find 
.courage nor condudt to wfthftand the Icaft aflkult 
from fin or fatan, for " without Chrift you can 
'" do nothing," John xv, 3, you cannot main- 
tain your ground a day nor an hour. If then your 
falvation be wholly pf God, feek to him alpne, 
take fliame and guilt and wcaknefs to yourfelves, 
^nd give to him the glory. 

Again, is falvation only to be obtained through 
faith in the Lord Chrift, then let your works no 
longer h^vie either name or place in obtaining the 
jbleffing ; if it was wholly purchafed by the blood 
and rightepufnefs of the Redeemer, then freely 
acknowledge that he aione u won by to receive po^ 
wer^ andricbes<i anduijdomy andftrengtb^ and bo- 
pofiKy and glory ^ and blejfing. Rev. v. 12. And 
if precious faiib is appointed as the inftrument in 
laying hold on falvation, and this faith itfelf be 
pbtained as the gijt oj Gqd^ tbrougb the righteouf- 

nefs 
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nefs of our God and Saviour Jefus Cbrift •,• then look 
out of yourfelvcs, take off your attention from 
your own works, and look to Jefus ; hear the 
word of the Lord, O earth, for faub comes by 
bearing^ and bearings (all that you can receive any 
comfort by) is from the word of God. 

2d, If the work and undertaking of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift was perfeftly finilhed and compleat^ 
y labour to fettle in your minds the comfortable 
/ and interefting truth •, the work finilhed, what re- 
mains to be done ? The debt difcharged, who 
can make any further demands ? Who fhall lay 
any thing to the charge of God's eleSl ? It is Chrift 
that died^ the anointed of the father, the Shiloh> 
the defire of all nations, the woman V feed who is 
God over all bleffed for ever ; yea rather that has 
rifen again^ and hereby hath given an incontefta- 
ble proof of the fufficiency ot the facrifice he had 
offered. As nothing can increafe the fplendor and 
.light of the fun, or compare with the radiancy 
and brightnefs of it's beams -, fo nothing can add 
to the confummate work of the holy Jefus, nor 
any righteoufnefs of ours be compared with the 
inimitable excellency of his righteoufnefs. 

Let your feafted eyes then continually look to 
this, meditate thereon by night and by day, and 
let your charmed ears be attentive to his laft dy- 
ing, but triumphant declaration, // is finifhed. 
Your hearts may often fuggeft unto'you, that this 
or that good thing will enlure your peace ; but if 
thefe would either thruftthemfelves into the place 
of Jefus and his perfeftly finiftied work, or would 
offer themfelves as auxiliaries in the grand affair 
of your acceptance with God, you ought to put 
them away as Jehu did the mcffengers of Joram 
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king of Ifrael, What laft thou to do mth peace i 
turn thee behind me. 

God hath fignified his good pleafure in the corn- 
pleat work of his fon, in that he hath raifed him 
from the dead, and exalted him as the great high- 
prieft of his people to his right hand in hea- 
ven. Set your affedtions there where Jefus fits^ 
let the anchor of your hope be caft in that which 
is entered within the vail ; let your faith bring 
to your fouls from the fulnefs of Jefus a rich and 
plentiful fupply •, as your good works cannot favc 
you, neither can your involuntary bad works con- 
demn you ; " for there is no condemnation to 
" them that are . in Chrift Jefus, who walk not 
" after the fkfh but after thefpirit;'* Why PBe- 
caufe '' the righteoufnefs of the law is fulfilled in 
*' us who walk not after the flefh, but after the 
" fpirit." Rom. viii, i, 3. 

You may often find your faith aiSaulted, and 
whole troops of diftreffing and comfort -wafting 
doubts, attempting to fap your confidence and un- 
dermine all your fp: ritual joys ; on one hand 
a fcnfe of the feeblenefs of your graces, may dif- 
quiet you, and on the other hand, the ftrength 
of your yet remaining corruptions, and your many 
weakneffes and imperfedions, may pronounce a 
fentence of condemnation in your confcience, en- 
forced by the holy law of God. 

In fuch cafe, run with fpeed into the gardeaof 
Gethfemane, follow Jefus to the crofs, view well ■''-4^ 
his fufFerings, liften to the language of his vocal ' •' 
blood, and hear him proclaim to the filencingof 
all your doubts, and the quieting of all your fears, 
// isfinifbed. Let this precious declaration be in- 
fcribcd on the tables of your hearts, let the found 

Qf 



of thefe words, the laft words, the dying word^- 
of your father, brother, friend •, O never let their' 
found depart from your ears. Thefe attended to,' 
1 thefe rightly uhderftood, t he believer may anfwer, 
p I will not only fay, all the bbjeftions of (in and 
fatan, but even ot the righteous law, and the in- 
flexible juftice of God itfclf. Live therefore on . 
the fulncfs there is in Jefus, die to fin, die to 
fclf, and live ty faith in the fori of God. 

Laftly, Docs precious faith fay fo faft hold orf 
Chrift, that the fmalleft degree thereof will never 
quit it's hold, but will finally derive from Jefus, 
cverlafting felicity t6 tfie foul ? let this animate and 
encourage the weak believer under all his droop- 
ings and defpondencies, that all the powers of 
the loweft hell, (hall never be able to tear him' 
front his Hold 6f jefus ; let him comfort himfelf 
with the aflfurance of the Redeemer's care of him,- 
and love to him ; if it were polfible he tould ever 
lofe his hold of Jefus^ yet will Jefus never lofe 
hts hold of him, for he h^s loved him with an 
everlafiing lovcy and has difcovCred his afiidbiori 
for him, and his gracious purpofes toward him, 
in that with loving kindnejs be hath drawn him. 

But again, as weak faith often leaves the foul 
expofed to manifold temptations from the devil, 
and deprives the heart of that confolation it might 
otherwife enjoy •, labour for an increafe of faith ; 
it is the gift of God, in every mea-ure and de- 
gree thereof; and as weak faith has accefs given 
to God in and through the mediator, a(k. that 
more may be given you, feek that ye may find -, 
you have now the way open to a tender and in- 
dulgent father, who will give all neceflfary good 

things 
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things to his adopted children in Chrift Jefus, and 
will not withold his holy fpirit in all his quick- 
ening and enlivrning influences from thofe that 
afk him. I add no more. May the God of all 
grace follow with his bleffing, what has been de- 
livered to the ear, and caufe it to fink deep into • 
your hearts, ifluing in a holy converfation, to the 
happinefs of your fouls, and the honour of God 
in Chrift Jefus. Jmn. Jmtn. 
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REVELATIONS xxii, 17. . 

JVhofoever will^ let him take of the 
water of Ufe freely. 

THEY who are fent to preach the ever- 
lafting gofpel, have full authority given 
in the difcharge of their funftion, to 
lay open the whole counfel of God as therein con- • 
tained, and by ufing all poflible arguments compel 
ftnners to come in. 

Hence the apoftle.of the gentiles knowing the 
terrors of the Lord^ and how fearful a thing it is to 
fall into the hands of the living God, labours to 
ferfuade meiu i Cor. v, 11. And as an *ambaf- 
fador of Chrift, he at other times affe&ionately in- 
treats and bcfeeches them to be reconcved to God^ 
ver. 20. Minifters of thegofpel of Jefus Chrift, 
are therefore to unlock the cabinet of jewels, o^ 
pen the rich treafury of God, and bring to light 
in the publication of the cverlafting gofpel, the 
dai*k counfels, .and fecret purpofes of their great 
matter, which were hidden from the ages fore- 
going. Paul efteemed it a great honour that the 
' Lord had conferred upon hl:ri, in that he had 

put 
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put him into the miniftry, and commiflioned him 
to preach among the gentiles th^uitfearchable riches 
of Chrift. 

The bleffed gofpel contains a full declaration 
of the good- will, and gracious purpofes of God, 
towards finners, in giving his ion for a covenant 
of the people^ and eternal life in him to all thac 
believe, John iii, 1 6. Thefe glad tidings of life 
and falvation, are to be publilhed in all the world, 
and preached to every creature^ Mark xvi, 1 5, and 
although the bare hearing of the gofpel doth not 
effeftually fave the hearer, yet the application of 
the gofpel by the irrefiftible fuafion of the holy fpi- 
rit doth : infomuch that he who believes^ hath tver^ 
lafling life^ is paffed thereunto from ^ ftate of fpi- 
ritual death, and Jhall not come into condemnattoHy 
John V. 24. By whatever mean^. the Lord nffty 
bring fmners to himfelf, (for all things are poflible 
to him,) the preaching of the gofpel is tlie mofl: 
ordinary, for faith comes by hearings and hearing 
by the word of God^ and how Jhall they believe in 
himj of whom they have not heard. Any one iin- 
ner that hears the gofpel, has as great a right tp 
appropriate the benefits, and bleffings holden forth 
therein, as any other finner in the world ; for al- 
though it is a fcriptural, and therefore a truth not 
to be controverted, that Chrift fuffered and en- 
gaged in every other rcfpeA, for the eleft only ; 
yet, who thefe are, is a fecret hid in the bofom of 
God, u^til made manifeft by their effeftual cal- 
ling ; and one perfon has equal rcafon to conclude 
in favour of himfelf, as any other, feeing the 
bleffings of the gofpel are to be received without 
any previous worth or merit In the recipient ; or 

R as 
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as in the language of my text, whofoever willy U^ 
him take of the water of life freely. 

I purpofe ro enlarge on thefe words in order to 
your profit and edification in the moft natural and 
familiar way, opening, 

y I ft. The bleffing invited to, (viz.) the water af 

2d, The terms of receiving it, freely. 
3d, The invited, whojoever will. 

The chapter from whence is my text, opens 
with a furprizingly grand and fublime defcription 
of the new Jerufalem, with fome of thofe pecu- 
liar bleffings which render it defirablc, and con- 
ftitute it a land of pure delight. ^' And he fhew- 
" -cd me a pure river of water of life clear as cryf- 
'^ tal, proceeding out of the throne of God, and 
" of the lamb. And in the midft of the ftreet 
*' of it, and on either fide of the river, was there 
" the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of 
" fruits, and yielded her fruit every month, and 
'' the leaves of the tree were for the healing of 
" the nations, &c." I fhould go on with the 
defcription of this unparallelled place ; but mc- 
thinks fome of you interrupt me with the enquiry, 
what muft I do to obtain that heavenly country, 
to be made free of that holy city, and have accefs 
to the fruit on that fair tree, and to the cryftd 
ftreams that water its root ^ 

I muft beg your patience and attention a little, 
'till I open and unfold more at large the bleffing 
fpoken of under the metaphor of the water m 
life, and in my laft head I hope to give you a full, 
and may the good fpirit of God make it a fatis-» 

faftorjr 
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facStory anfwer to your queftion. The blefling you 
are invited to, is, the water of life, a beautiful 
metaphor of the privileges and bleflings of the 
gofpel ; rich grace, abounding mercy, the peace 
of God, and joy in the Holy Ghoft, &c. The 
trope is moft apt and fignificant. 

I ft. What is fo defirable as water to a perfon 
parched with thirft, and ready to faint with ex- 
ceflive drought ? If you fhould prefent thechoiceft 
food to a perfon in this ftrait for water, you would 
be fo far from relieving, that you would heighten 
and aggravate his diftrefs. Extreme thirft, is 
perhaps more fharp and painful than the moft bi- 
ting hunger or any other appetite -, hence in fcrip- 
ture the greateft bleflings are promifed to the peo- 
ple of God, under the figure of water, fo by the 
mouth of If. chap. xli. 17, &c. '^ When the 
" poor and needy feek water, and there is none, 
" and their tongue faileth for thirft, I the Lord 
" will hear them, I the God of Ifrael will not 
" forfake them ; I will open rivers in high places^ 
'' and fountains in the midft of the valleys, I 
" v/ill make the wildernefs a pool of water, and 
*' the dry land fprings of water." And in chap. 
XXXV. 6, 7. " Inthewildernefsfliall waters break 
" out, and ftreams in the defert, and the parched 
^' ground Ihall become a pool, and the thirfty land 
" fprings of water.'* Now as water is of fuch 
excellent ufe for allaying thirft, and fatisfyinjg the 
defires of one that is parched with drought, fo it 
is a lively emblem of that fovercign mercy, which 
alone can fatisfy a finner who fees and feels* his 
loft eft ate and condition by fin. So long as per- 
ions continue in their ftate of unregeneracy, and 
the God of this world ftill draws a veil over their 
R 2 hearts. 
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hearts, notwithftanding their condition is really 
deplorable, they being in a damnable ftate •, and 
they upon fome occalions may drop a word or 
two by way of acknowledgment that they are 
finners, &c. 

Yet does not the evil of fin appear in that hide- 
ous fort, nor do they fee their danger in a man- 
ner fo alarming to their confciences, or terrifying 
to their fouls, as when by the agency of the blefled 
fpirit, their fouls are brought to afenfe of feeling, 
their ears unftopped to hear the thunder from 
Sinai, and their eyes are opened to fee the damn- 
ing nature of fin, the purity and pcrfeftion of 
the law of God, together with therir own deprav- 
ed nature, and the defperate wickednefs of the 
heart. This is a fight will make the ftouteft re- 
bel tremble, and the moft fl:ubborn finner that 
ever the fun beheld will be unable to look up un- 
der fuch a difcovery. 

While a finner lies under the apparent frowns 
of his offended maker, and the bitter accufings 
of a guilty confcience, his ftate feems altogether 
infupporcable, he groans under what he feels, 
but is ready to faint under what he fears ; it is in 
fuch cafe as this that the words of the wife man 
are experienced, tie fpirit of a man will fuftain 
his infirmities^ but a wounded fpirit who can bear^ 
Prov. xviii. 14. 

David feems to have felt fomewhat of the 
fcorching nature of the Almighty's anger, when 
he fays, day and ni^^ht thy hand was heavy upon 
mey my moiflure is turned into the drought of fummer^ 
Pf xxxii. 4. And Job in the bitternefs of his 
complaint fays, the arrows of the Almighty are 
within me, the poifon whereof drinketh up my fpirity 

Job 
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Job vi. 4. Under fuch inward breakings of 
fpirit, and grievous woundings of heart as thefe^ 
what a perfeft refemblance there is to a perfon 
whofe fpirit fainteth, and whofe tongue cleaveth 
to the roof of his mouth with extreme thirft;^ 
fave that the former is more excruciating and dif- 
trefsful, as the pain felt, and evil feared, are more 
intereftiiig and important than in the latter. And 
as in the cafe of the latter, nothing is fo defirable 
as water, fo in the former, nothing can give eafe 
or fatisfy,. but that mercy, which is fignified 
thereby. It is im.poflible to enrich that foul with 
all the wealth of India that is reduced to a fenfe 
of its own poverty by the fpirit of God; the 
earneft cry, and very breathing of fuch a loul is, 
O faiisfy me with thy mercy^ and that foon^ Pf. 
xc. 14. Would you propofe to exalt him to 
honour, he has no inclination, feeing that he is 
had in difgrace before that God, whom now to 
he reconciled to, he would be content to be any 
thing, or fuffer any thing -, his choice is now ra- 
ther ta fxiffer affii£lion with the people of Gody than 
enjoy the pleafures of'Jin^ and like Mofes, he ejleems 
the reproach of Cbrift greater riches^ thaiLthe trea- 
fures of Egypt^ Heb. xi. 26. Nothing butChrift 
can fatisfy a perfon in this condition, for fays he, 
*' What is all the world to me, feeing it cannot re- 
'' ;^ieve the diftrefles ot my wounded confcience, 
** nor fupply me with any medicine that may be a 
:♦' cordial to my difeafed foul ; if the whole world 
*^ was in my own pofleflion, and it were poffible 
^* I could convert it to folid gold, riches fo im- 
" menfe would be to me as nothing, while my 
" foul is racked with the bitter remembrance of 
^^ my fins, and I ficken every moment under the 
R 3 tcr-i 
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" terrible apprehenfions of the wrath of my ofv 
*' fended maker." Now my text contains an inr 
vitation to that mercy fuch a finner wants under 
the metaphor of water, and fays, whcfoever willy 
let him take of the water of life freely. 

2d, What is there among all the bleflings of 
common life of fuch univerfal utility as water 2 
This is particularly ufeful for cleanfing and puri- 
fying our cloaths, veflels, &c. And very fitly fets 
forth unto us the necc-flity of fpiritual water, if 
I may fo fay, to cleanfe and purify our fouls from 
their native defilement and pollution. 

The fpirit of God in his fanftifying influences 
X upon the hearts of God's people, is compared to 
water, Ezck. xxxvi. 25. I will fprinkle clean wateir 
upon you^ and ye (hall he clean^ &c.' Water can 
make clean, and take the fpots out of pur fuUied 
garments, but the fpirit of God is of more excel- 
lerit ufe, in taking away from us the filthy rags of 
our own righteoufnefs, and preparing and putting 
on us through faith in Jefus, a robe perfeftly pure 
and fpotlefs, and hereby rendering a poor finner 
lothfome in himfelf, altogether comely in the eyes 
of unfpotted purity, through the comclinefs of 
this robe put upon him. 

Water is of excellent ufe for bathing, and 
wafhing away the filth of the flefli, &c. but the 
fpirit of God reprefented hereby, cleanfcs the 
corrupt nature, and purifies the foul defiled, by 
fin \ hence believers are exhorted through the 
fpirit^ to mortify the deeds of the body^ Rom. viii. 
13. By the gracious operations of the fpirit, the 
heart is weaned from the love of the world, con- 
vinced of the vanity, and emptinefs of all creat- 
ed things; is led to fee the amiablenefs of Jefus, 

and 
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and the excellency of his mediatorial undertaking 
fdf poor finners. By the workings of the fpirit, 
man*s pride is humbled, the g^ory of the Redeemer 
is exalted, earth finks and heaven together with 
the things of God rife higher and higher in the 
efteem of the believer. 

John faw in his vifion a river clear as cryftal, 
proceeding from the throne of God, and the lamb 5 
this river therefore reprefented the holy fpirit, the 
third perfon in the adorable trinity, who proceeds 
from the father, and the fon, and who together 
with the father and the fon, is one God in the^ 
adorable unity. This river was a pure river, and 
therefore figured out the fpiiit of God who is a 
holy fpirit in his own nature, and carries on a 
holy work in the hearts of believers, and fo puri- 
fies their fouls by his gracious influences. 

3d, The water in my text is, by way of pe- 
culiar eminence called the water of life^ and what 
can better fet forth unto us the favour of God- .' 
concerning'which it is faid in the book of Pfalms,*?" 
life is enjoyed therein^ Pf xxx, 5. That rich grace, 
that abundant mercy, which the gofpel difcovers, 
and holds forth to the fons of men, and which is 
appropriated by the believer, is the porch that 
leads into the palace of the king of kings, the 
commencement of eternal felicity, and the gra- 
cious dawning of eternal day in the foul. This 
is the water Jefus gives, which wbofoever drinks^ 
fhall tbirji no more^ but it /hall be in him a well of 
water^ fpringing up into everlajling life^ John iv. 
13, 14. He who drinks of this water, finds his 
foul quickened, and raifed up from a death in 
trefpafles and fins, to newnefs of life ; finds the 
troubles of his heart afluaged, hi? foul healed, 

and 
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and his wounds tenderly bound up; he is Bi}fi4i 
with joy, and peace in believing, and the love ai& 
God isftied abroad in his heart by the.Holy-Gho^ 
given unto him. Thus be that believes^ or in- 
other words, drinks of this living water, hatb 
everlafiing life, John iii. 36, the incorruptible 
feed is fown in his heart which liveth^ and abid- 
etb for ever. 

Again, thfis water in my text, is called the water 
of lite, with much propriety, feeing he that drinks 
it has not only eternal life begun, but infured un- 
to him in the promifes of the gofpel. Gofpel- 
bleflings are not precarious and uncertain things 
which may or may not be received on the per- 
formance, or non performance of fome certain 
conditions to be performed by us, but are in 
Chrift Jefus, yea arid amen, to every one to whohsi 
it is given to believe on the Slaviour of finners. 
Salvation is not only made poffible to aU that wiU 
believe, but certain to all that fhall hlieve through 
ihe operation of the Jpirit of God^ Coloff. ii. 12. 
Glory is begun in grace, in the heart of every 
believer, and although his faith be weak as:thc 
bruifed reed, his love dim and d)ing aa the 
fmoaking 6ax, in a word, although grace. 'iie ioi 
liim fmall as a grain of muftard-feed, yet IhaU it 
grow up under the droppings of the fandtuary 
undet the prolific life-nouriming wings of the 
heavenly dove, to a tree in glory ; for the be- 
liever, being planted in the houje of the Lord, Jhall 
fiourijb in the courts of the houfe of our God^ and, 
bring forth fruit in old age. Pf. xcii. 13, 14. 

Thefe are the bleffings holden forth in my text, . 
under the metaphor of water, the water of life ; 
hlcilings truly valuable, or rather fo tranfcendent^ 
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Jy great that they may be called invaluable, and 
jtet,' O marvellous grace ! Goodnefs beyond con-i 
ception great ! You are invited whoever will tq 
$ake thefe bleflings freely ; wbofoever wiU^ let him 
fake of the water of life freely. This leads to thp 
fecond point propofed, namely, the terms oa 
which you are invited to take the water of Ufe^ 
and my text fays freey. 

The greek word, cither fignifies evil done to 
any perfon without capfe, and in this fenfe it is 
ufed, John xy. 25, anfwering to the Hebrew 
(hhinnam^) Pf xxxv. 1,9, or, 2d to confer and 
beftow benefits gratis, that is without ^iefert, and 
in this the fame word is ufed. Matt. x. 8, freebp 
ye have received^ freely give ; and in this fenfe alfo 
it is to be taken in the paflagc before us, Nom 
thing is required from you as a previous qualifica- 
tion, or that piay give you fomc rightful claim to \ 
the donjition -, but you are invited to take it free- [ 
ly, paft merit, and prefent worth both apart. I 
Nor (hould ^c conceive becaufe invited to par- 1 
take of the favours of h^ven, that the-e is in 
us fomething amiable in the eyes of infinite pu- 
i"ity, and that our perfons and performances have 
any thing that is truly pleafing to God, or may 
dcfefve thefe favours; but on the contrary, God 
invites to thefe favours, that his grace may be 
magnified in the falvation of finners, and by par- 
taking hereof, they may become amiable and ac 
ceptahle- The law of God makes large demands 
pn the fons of men, and in unabating feverity 
fays to every finner, pay me that thou oweft ; 
but the gofpel refpefts our infolvent ftate, and 
direfts to Chrift the furety. 

The gofpel therefore is glad tidings indeed^ 

feeing 
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feeing it requires not that we have not, but con- 
fers what we want ; the law amazes and tcMBest 
the foul, the gofpel chears it ; the law in refeftt- 
kfs rigour wounds, the gofpel in tender pity heals ; 
the law kills, but the bleffed gofpel quickens to 
immortal life. If any will infifton the neceflity' 
C of our doing fomething in order to receive the 

I bleflings of the gofpel ; fuch perfons are yet un- 
der the law as much as the church of Galatia, 
which urged circumcifion as neceflary in order to 
receive gofpel falvation ; and notwithftanding they 
call themfelves by the name of Chrift, yet pofleft 
too much of the fpirit of the pharifees whom 
Chrift fo often and ftiarply reproved. If finners 

y could poflibly do any works of righteoufnefs for 
Y* which they might deferve grace or glory,' thefe 
confequenccs and fuch like would follow, which 
are abfurd, and unfcriptural. 

I ft, Man could not be dead in trefpafles and 
fins, feeing to work in any wife is peculiar to the 
living, not the dead -, and I think, to fuppofc a 
fmner dead to God, to be capable of performing 
any holy, lively fervices to God, is equally abfurd, 
as to fuppofe a dead man to be capable of per- 
forming in any wife the funftions of the living. 
Befides, whatever degree of power the uncon- 
verted man may be fuppofed to bepoffeftof, will 
avail nothing fo long as he wants a 'wiil to excr- 
cife and put forth that power, which will we arc 
told is wanting in all men in a ftate of unregene- 
racy, for the carnal mind is enmity again/t'God, 
Rom. viii. 7, and nothing lefs than omnipotence 
can conquer the ftubbornefs of the willj and 
fweetly conftrain it to clofe in with the things of 
God, Pf. ex. 3. It follows therefore, that as 

man 

t ":>:. K^- r/ > u t/%. I /), C /a?, itijm. 
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man is thus fallen and depraved, had there been 
aqy part of his falvation left unfiniQied, had any 
thing been required from him in order tp obtain 
favour with God, the whole human race, (for all 
have finned and funk into the fame ftate of fpiri- 
tual death and depravity,) muft have perilhed 
eternally. Thanks be to God then for free grace, 
and free, yet full falvation, whofoever will^ let 
him take ' of the water of life freely. 

2d, If finners mufl" neccflarily do fomething as 
from themfelves in order to obtain falvation, then 
the blefling could not be entirely a gift, nor could^^>' 
that falvation be folely of grace, as by the apoftle 
Paul it is affirmed to be. Rom. iv. 4. to him that 
worketh^ the reward is not reckoned of grace hut of 
debt ; and whatever part the creature performs 
in this great work, without doubt he merits a pro- 
portionable degree of the glory and honour that 
is due to the Saviour, and therefore in fome fort 
has a right,* if I may ufe the phrafe to fliare (lakes 
with the Lord Chrift \ which is fuch a degree of 
arrogancy as I think the proudeft pharifee muft 
blufh to ftand chargeable withal. John in his 
apocalyptic trance, faw and heard the blefTed fpirits 
above, in verfe and chorus celebrating his name 
who was dead and is alive ; and they fung and 
fald, " Thou art worthy to take the book, and 
*' to open the feals thereof, for thou waft flain, 
*' and haft redeemed us to God by thy blood, 
*' out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
*' and nation -, and ten thoufand times ten thou- 
*' fand, lift up their voices and faid, worthy is 
'' the lamb that was (lain, to receive power, and 
** riches, and wlfdom, and ftrength, and honour, 
*' and glory, and blefling ; and every creature 

*' joined 
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•* joined the heavenly anthem, faying, blefling, 
•* and honour, and glory, and power, be uiito 
•* him that fitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
•* lamb for ever and ever." Rey. v. 9, 12, 13. 
We fee therefore in heaven, Jefus has no com- 
petitor, no rival in his praife, for there was no 
adjutor in the work, his own arm brought falva- 
tion to poor finners, and he beftows the blelfiag 
freely, whofoever will^ Ut him take vf the water 
QJ life freely 

Man as a fallen creature is proud and peevifh ; 

frottd^ and therefore would do fomething by way 

of facnficing to his own net, and burning incenfe 

to his own drag ; feevijlo^ and therefore maligns 

and oppugns whatever thwarts, or contradifts his 

own felfi(h defigns •, hence the f reaching of Cbrijt 

crucified became to the jews a jiumbling blocks and 

to the greeks foolifhnefs^ i Cor. i. 23. Had righte- 

oufnefs been attainable by works, the jews no 

doubt had obtained it, who fought it in this way ; 

yet this is given as a reafon by the apoftle why 

they did not obtain it ; becaufe they fought it not 

by failh, but by the works of the iazv^ for they 

ftumbled at that (tumbling ftone, namely Chrift, 

who is a rock of offence to the pride and haughti- 

nefs of unregeneratefmners, but a rock offalvation 

to all who believe. If man is required to do 

fomething in order to his acceptance with God, 

falvation is not by grace, nor will the pride of 

man difclaim fome part in the glory •, for although 

it be granted that grace firft moves upon the 

heart of man in order to quicken, enlighten, and 

difpofe the foul, to clofe in with the offers of 

grace, and falvation ; yet if grace barely pro- 

pofes, and does not effeftually incline the will 
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by a power which lapfed, and depraved nature 
cappot refift, but leaves an unregenerate finner, 
to chufe or refufe, to rejeft, or receive, and irti- 
prove that grace to his own falvation ; I think the 
following things are undeniably clear. 

I ft. That as all men are fallen creatures, and 

are by nature fo far from being difpofed to ftek 

Qod, and obey him, that until renewed by grace, 

they hate fubjecTrion, to his holy law •, fo none of 

all flefli would receive and improve that offered 

grace, and confequently none could be faved. 

Yet this dodrine, dreadful and difcouraging as it 

is, is the dodrine of moft of our modern divines ; 

broached and defended firft by Arminius in his 

day, and preached and infifted on in this, by too 

many of thofe who in other refpeds, hold the 

truth as it is in Jefus, and manifeft a great zeal 

for the caufe of God. 2d. That whofoever fdirefted 

by fuch pretended prudence) improves that grace 

which others rejeft and difregard, may not only 

with the words, but in the very fpirit and temper 

of the Pharifee draw near to God, and with a 

fupercllious look, and a contemptuous fneer, claim 

preference to thofe he defpifes. 

But how far this is agreeable to the fpirit of the 
gofpel, the paflage h re alluded to will declare ; 
be thai humbletb himfelf [hall be exalted \ but he 
that exaltetb himfelf jhall be abafed. 3d, The 
doftrine delivered by the apoftle Paul, is juft the 
reverfe of that infifted on by the Arminians, and 
feems purely and purpofely calculated to humble 
the pride of man, and afcribe falvation wholly to 
God in Chrift Jefus. 

" The gifts and calling of God are without 
*' repentance," Rom. xi. 29. '* It is not of him 

that 
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" that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of ; 
*' God that Iheweth mercy." ch. ix. i6. -^nd^ 
in order to hide pride from man, and leave fal- 
vation wholly in the hands of God, the fame wri- 
ter proves by the moft cogent and convincing ar- 
guments, that all men are by fin, funk under a 
degree of condemnation proportioned to their 
fins, having " all finned (none excepted) and 
*' come fhort of the glory of God," ch. iii. 23, 
and that there is but one poflible way of emerg- 
ing from this fl:ate of guilt, which is, by a free, 
that is, afiundeferved juftification, being jujlijied 
freely^ not for any merit in man, but folcly for 
the fake of Chrift, " through the redemption that 
" is m Chrift Jefus, ver. 24. 

Seeing therefore the bleflings of grate and glory, 
under the metaphor of living water, are preach- 
ed unto finners as the free gift of God, well may 
the gofpel be laid to be good tidings of great joy ; 
bow beautiful upon the mountains^ O Zion, are 
their feet who thus pubiijb peace ! Poor diftrefled 
fouls who are ready to fink under the bur- 
den of your fin, and to faint away with the fore 
difeafe of a depraved nature ; here is a fupport 
and ftay for you to rely upon ; Jefus is a rock, 
" a tried ftone, a fure foundation, he that be- 
*' lieves in him Ihall not be afhamed," If. xxviii, 
16. Rom. ix, 33. Gofpel-bleflings are a cor* 
dial, Chrift crucified believed in, makes glad the 
heart, chears the foul, and exhilirates all the 
drooping faculties of the diftreflTed mind. 

You are not called upon to bring a price in 
your hand, but to receive life and falvation, grace^ 
and glory, gratis •, buy wine and milk without money- 
and without price^ fays the Holy Ghoft by Ifaiahi 

the 
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the prophet, and in fimilar language by the a- 
poftle John, fVhqfoever w/V/, let him take of the 
water of life freely. By this marvellous and afton- 
ifhing method of difpenfing falvation, all boafting 
is excluded, all receive grace and glory on the 
fame terms, freely ; finners of five hundred, and . 
finners of fifty pence; a felf-righteous foul, and S 
a felf-condemned Magdalene, having nothing, | 
bot h come feort of the glory of God, receive a I 
free pardon In Chrlft the Lord. It is in this \ 
way that a juft and righteous God can abfolvc 
and accept to favour a guilty finner, can bejuft, 
yet jufiify the ungodly ; by this infinitely wife and ,- 
gracious expedient, " mercy and truth have met*?* 
" together, righteoufnefs and peace have kifled 
" each other." Pf. Ixxxv, lo, In'thiswayof 
falvation, none need delpair of obtaining mercy, 
the moft abandoned profligate may yet obtain fa- 
vour ; mercy is yet for him on equal terms with 
any other perfon in the world ; none are exclud- 
ed from gofpel-bleffings, none fhut out from 
fliaring in the. falutary cflrefts of the mediator's 
death, but fuch as either like fome of the Jews, 
rejeSi the counfel of Gody and negledt this great 
falvation, or like wretched Cain limit the mercies 
of God, and conclude their iniquities too great 
for the merits of Chrift to atone, or the rich and 
abounding mercy of God to pardon. 

I could be content to purfue this point much 
farther, and expatiate much more largely on fo 
charming, fo interefting a theme ; but am re- 
ftrained partly by the narrow limits of time affign- 
ed to difcourfcs of this nature, and partly by a 
fuppofed impatience amongft many of you, to . 
know how far you ar^ intercftcd in theft bleiUings, 

and 
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and whether it is probable you may partake irt 
them. I fhall therefore proceed to the third and 
laft thing intended, which is to fhew who are in- 
vited to take the iJoater of life freely \ and the lan- 
guage of my text is, whofoever will. 

That there is an ordination to everlafting life, 
an(fan eledtion tofalvation by grace, as the eter- 
nal and unalterable counfel of God, holden forth 
in the fcriptures of truth, is inconte ftably c lear 
ij to all who read them with an unBia'fl cd mi nd, 
/ and Angular attention ; yet fuch lecfet counfel 
concerns not you in the cafe before us, and that 
for this reafon, becaufe it is fecret ; God has been 
pleafed to reveal all that is neceffary for us to 
know, and thefe revealed truths *• belong to us 
** and to our children," Deut. xxix, 29. 

It is a prevailing error amongft many who fig- 
nify a defire for falvatibn, that they invert the 
Order of things, begin where they ihould leave off, 
feek firft to know the deep things of God, and 
negledt to fearch into the hidden myflery of ini- 
quity in their own hearts ; they feem very de- 
lirous to know their eleftion •, and that they them- 
felves are perfonally chofen of God to falvation, 
without ever enquiring into the truth and certain- 
\ ty of their calling ; whereas ihe fcripture order 
is, to make fure our calling fint, 2 Pet. i. 10, 
and if this be firm, it becomes the ftrongeft proof 
of cleftion -, for whom he called^ them he alfo jujii' 
\ fied^ and whom he jujtified^ them he aljo glorified. 
\ Rom. viii, 30. 

Now becaufe my text fays, whofoever will, may 
take of this water of life^ Pll fuppofe, ^which alfo 
I hope is really the cafe,) that n t a few who hear 
me this day, arc not only willing, but defirous 

to 
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to partake of the bleffings here fpoken of ; me* 
thinks I hear you fay altnoft in the language of 
Jeffe's royal fon, Oh that one would give me to 
drink of the water of life^ 2 Sam. xxiii, 1 5, Yet 
your fpirits fail with fearful mifgivings of heart, 
and you are overwhelmed with a deep confciouf- 
nefs of your unwofthinefs, and cannot but doubt 
of your acceptance with God. I am perfuaded 
you will hear me then a few minutes with patience, 
fet before you fome encouragements to claim as 
your right, the mercies of God in Chrift Jefus, 
and to take with a believing appropriation, the 
water of life freely \ and may the good fpirit <^ 
God grant you to hear with pleafure and profit 
alfo. 

I ft. If to perfons in apparent danger there ap- 
pears but a poffibility of deliverance, it affords a 
proportionable degree of hope and comfort ; 
now it is certain let your cafe be wretched and de- 
plorable as it will, deliverance is not impoffible, 
for all things are pojjtble with God. The blefTed' 
gofpel is to be preached to every creature, to all 
men as fmners, making no difference in the free 
declarations of mercy and grace in Chrift Jefus, 
to all who hear it ; nor are itjs bleffings witholden 
from any who are wilhng to; receive them. Could 
nothing more be offered by way of encourage- 
ment, than a bare poffibility of obtaining falvatiori^ 
methinks it fliould not only alleviate your trou- 
ble by faving you from the whirlpool of defpon- 
dency, but alfo animate and rouze you to put in 
prafticc all probable means to obtain it. See what 
effedfe the hxtt poffibility of preiervation had upon 
the four lepers at the gate of Samaria. Benhadad the 
king of Afyria had gathered together all the hoft 
S of 
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of his mighty men, and laid fiegc to the city of 
Samaria ; he had fo blocked up all the paflages, 
and fo effeftually prevented all ingrefs, or egrefs^ 
that the bcficgod were reduced to the greateft 
fcarcity^ an aOcs head being fold for fourfcore 
pieces of filvcr, and the fourth part of a cab of 
dove's dung for five pieces. Now in this jftrait" 
•nefs of the fiege there were four lepers^ who pro- 
bably by reafon of the loathfomenefs of their dif- 
^cafe had been (hut out from the city, and now 
fat at the gate, in order to receive fomething 
for fubfiftence, from thofe that went in and out 
of the city; thefe feeing, and confidering the pre* 
fent date of afiairs, and what would in all like- 
lihood be the confequence thereof in refpeft to 
themfelves, began to reafon on this wife one with 
another, " Why fit we here untill we die ? If we 
** fay we will enter into the city, then the famine 
** is in the city, and we fhall die there : and if 
*' we fit ftill here, we die alfo •," the means of 
our fubfiftence being entirely cut off. ** Now 
*' therefore come and let us fall unto the hoft a£ 
•' the Afyrians ; if they fave us alive, we Ihall live; 
•• and if they kill us, we Ihall but die,** 2 Kings 
vii, 3, 4. Purfuant to this refolution,^ we are told 
in the following verfes, they proceeded, and met 
with fuccefs beyond their expeAation or wifhes. 
Go ye, ye poor defponding finners, and do like- 
wife. How much is your cafe like theirs ; in 
your fins and blood you cannot live ; (hould you 
perfift in former pradtices, and purfue a ihadow 
of happincfs in created good, your fouls muft ut- 
terly ftarve •, but if you caft yourfelves upon God, 
there is at leaft a poflibility, a peradventure, that 

God 
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'God will give you repentance unto life* 1 Tim. ii. 

But I go on to UieV/^ id, that there is not 
ixnly a pojftbility of your being accepted, but; 
alfo z. probability ; for ill. All real conviftion of 
fin is effefted.by the fpirit of God ; and although 
fin is odious in its afpe£i, and deftrudive in its 
nature, yet nothing of this is either fufpexfted, felt^ 
or feiried, until the Holy Ghoft powerfully ope- 
rates upon the foUl, in order to difcovrer this ; no- 
thing appears amiable in the perfon of the Re- 
deemer, nor defirable in his bleffed gofpel, until 
a light from above difpels the gloom, and fcatters 
the darknefs from the mind ; for *till this be done 
'' The God of this world blinds the minds of 
" them that believe not, left the glorious light 
'' of the gofpel of Jefus Chrift (hould ftiine intd 
" their hearts," 2 Cor. iv. 4. Now wherefoever 
therefore, the fpirit of God has wrought a real 
convidioh of fin, and a fincere defire after holi- 
nefs ; fuch work is an indication of God's gracious 
purpofes toward that foul ; and that the founda- 
tion laid in felf-abafement, and humiliation (hall 
rife into a glorious edifice, njobofe top-ftone Jhall be 
bronchi forth with Jhoutings^ grace^ grace, unto it. 
. 2di It muft needs afibrd a good foundation for 
hope of acceptance, when a foul fees its own 
nakednefs, pollution^ and defilement, and there-* 
fore cannot but abhor itfelf^ and difclaim all pre- 
tenfions to merit ; to hear that this has been the 
ordinary method of God's dealing . with poor fin- 
ners whoni in rich mercy he was minded to bring 
unto himfelf. For, fo the Lord is faid to have 
dealt with Ifracl ; their backs were bowed down 
with fore bondage, before their enlargement 5 they 
S 2 were 
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were much diftrefled in the wildernefs before they 
were put into poffeffion of the good land. David re - 
cords their diftreffes and deliyeran(;es in fuch (trains 
as thefc; *' They wandered in the wildernefs in a 
^* folitary way, they found no city to dwell in, 
*• hungry and thirfty their foul fainted in them, 
*• then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, 
" and he delivered themfrom their diftrefles, &c. 
** Again, he brought down their heart with la^ 
** hour, they fell down and there was none to 
*' help •, thien they cried unto the Lord, and he 
" faved them out of their diftreffes, &c,** PC 
cvii. 4, 5, 12, 13. And that n^n*s extremity 
fliould be God's opportunity of helpii^, we are 
given to underftand by Abraham, when bg €aUii 
the nam€ 0/ the place on mount Moriabj where 
God interpofed in the deathful purpofe, Jibovab 
Jireb^ that is to.fay, /i>^ Lord^ Jebovab^ will ap- 
{>ear to relieve his fervants in the diftreffing 
hour. 

The wife of Manoah reafoned well, when Ihc 
feid to her doubting hufband, ** If the Lord were 
" pleafed to kill us, he would not have dealt with 
*' us fo and fo, &c.*' Jud. xiii, 23. And wc 
are taught by the prophet Hofea to con£>late our- 
felves with this, that " If the Lord hath twn he 
*' will heal us, if he hath fmitten, he will bind us 
" up, &c." ch. vi. I. From all which things 
we may well infer* that there is fomewhat more 
than even a probability that finners confcious 
of fin, and willing to be faved in a gofpel-way, 
ihall find favour. 

3d, The fpirit of bondage ordinarily, and fome* 
what neceffarily precedes the fpirit oi adoption ; 
not that a finner when convinqed oil fin and 

wounded 
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wounded infpirlt, contrails thereby any gkaterwor* 
thinels before God, nor can the deepeft humiliation, 
or the moft unfeigned or fincere repentance, ex- 
tenuate in any meafure the guilt of thofe fins re- 
pented of; but hereby the fmner, ift^ Is led to 
let a greater value on the blefljng of pardon, 
Chrift becomes a defirable Saviour unto him, and 
his blood and righteoufnefs are truly precious in 
his efteem. 2d, he is brought to fee the real evil 
of fin, and his foul having been pierced as it 
were through and through with it's envenomed 
darts, the fmartings of his wounds are not foon 
forgotten ; fo that afterwards when folicited to 
fin, he remembers the gall and the wormwood^ 
and his foul is humbled and reftraincd. 3d. By / 
being brought fo low in his own apprehenfionsj*^ 
and as it feemed, fo near to the gates of hell, he 
cannot but look upon his djtliverance as the great- 
er, and love his great deliverer the more, by how 
much the greater danger he has delivered him 
from. Holy David purpofes to praife God, and 
to glorify his name for evermore, becaufe, fays 
he^ thou haft delivered my foul from the lowefl: 
hell, Pf- Ixxxvi, 13. And the common motiyfc 
of every believer's love to God, as taken notice 
of by the apoftlc John, is, becaufe hefirft loved 
us. 

But I proceed, 3dly, What greater encourage- 
ment can poflibly be given, or can poor finners 
wifli, than to be told that to fave fuch, was the 
very thing for which Chrift came into the world ; 
to this end he was born, and for this he gave up 
himfelf a facrifice and oblation on the crofs, that 
being made a curfe for finners, they believing in 
him fliould be delivered from under the curfe 
S z and 



and wrath due to them becaufe of fin. His name 
JESUS, was fignificant of his office, a Saviour, 
and his errand was to Jave bis people from thtir fins. 
Many who underftood not fufficiently the purpolc 
and ipiritof the Lord Chrift, and whofe minds were 
blinded by pride and felf-conceit, were preju^ 
diced againft Jefus, becaufe heaflbciatedtoo much 
as they fuppofed with publicans and finners ; but 
he frequently in order to check their pride, and 
reprove their ignorance, gave them to underftand 
that the perfons whom they defpifed, and made 
no account of, were the very perfons he had to 
do with ; which of jou^ faid he, having an hundred 
Jbeep^ if he lofe one of them^ doth not leave the 
ninety and nine in the wildernefsj andgoeth after that 
which is gone afiraj^ and when he bath found it be 
layeth it on his /boulders rejoicings Luke xv. 4, 5, 

IThe felf-righteous in every age have made iitdc 
account of Jefus and his rightepufncfe, too muck 
valuing their own, and until convinced of their 
♦ innatcdepravity, and the infufficiency of their own 
i doJfigsTjelus the Saviour has been preachqd to 
I them in vain ; therefore faid our Lord the wbole^ 
* that is they who like Saul of Tarfus think them- 
felves to be whole, need not a pbyfician. But fin- 
ners taught of God, having every refuge of lies 
fwcpt away, and the foundation of every f alfe fup- 
port torn from under them, fee that none but 
Chrift can fave them, that without the imputation 
of his blood and righteoufnefs they are ruined, un- 
done, damned. Tothefe, how precious is Chrift ! 
His very name is like ointment poured forth, the 
feet of thofe who publifti his gofpel are beautiful 
Upon the mountains^ and his blood fhed on mount 

Cal- 
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Calvary is as a healing balm to their wounded 
confcienees. 

Sinners, your doubts of acceptance have no 
found root, nor have your fears any good foun^ 
dation ; fhould fatan fugged the multitude of your 
fins with all their aggravations, the gofpel points 
you to the blood of Jefus, // is Chr^ that died ; 
Ihould he fet before you your defilement by finf 
and your unworthinefs of the divine favours, the 
gofpel tolerates you to appropriate the perfect 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, faying, furely in the Lord 
have I righteoufnefs and ftrengtby and to appear 
before God as it were in the goodly raiment of 
your elder brother. 

Should your own hearts mifgive you, and lead| 
you to doubt of acceptance with Chrift, you can i 
produce np proof from the word of God, or the 
experience of any perfon in the world, in any age 
thereof, that ever came to Chrift for falvatlon, and 
was rejedted. The cafe of the canaanitifli woman 
feems to have been recorded as a Ipecial inftarice 
of the kipdnefs and compaflion of the fon of God, 
and with a particular view to encourage poor needy 
finners to cry ynto him without wearinefs or faint- 
ing. ^' Have mercy on me, ftie cries, O Lord 
" thou fon of David, my daughter is grievoufly 
*' vexed with a deyil ; but he anfwered her not 
"^ word i then his difciples intreat for her, bqt 
" he anfwered and faid, \ ^m not fent, but un- 
" to the loft fheep of the houfeof Ifrael.'' The 
woman, lil^e Jacob, refolving to take no denial, 
*' came and worlhipped him, faying, Lord help 
" me ;" a petition prefented with \o much hu- 
mility, and with fuch an entire dependance, will 
certainly be attended to ; but oh, heart-breaking 

anfwer. 
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anfwcr, " he faid; it is not meet to take the 
• " children's bread and to caft it to dogs.** Surely 
all thefe infinuations of unwilHngnefs to help, at 
leaft thrown together, will amount to an ahfo>- 
jute denial ; no, (he as a pattern for penitent foul^ 
acknowledges her worthlcflhefs, and will be con- 
tent to be reputed a dog, fo (he may but be favoured 
with the dog's portion ; " truth Lord,'* Ihc fwi, 
it is not meet to give the children's meat to dogs^ 
^ yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from 
*' their matter's table," let this be my portion j 
" then Jefus anfwered and faid unto her, O wo^ 
** man, great is thy faith, be it unto thee cveii 
** as thou wilt." Math, xxv, 22, &c. 

You fee my dear hearers from this pa(rage view- 
ed at large, what a tender-hearted Saviour there 
is, who only witholds his kindnefs from poor fin- 
^ ners untill they be truly humbled in their own 
' eyes, and taught to fet a^due^ value pf the rich 
/ grace and mercy of GoS'ouf iSavibur; and wheri- 
r ever this is done, you have his word and promife 
engaged that he will not fend you away empty. 
And this (hall lead me to the laft encourage- 
ment I intend in this to fet before you, which tB^ 
4thly, Scripture invitations and promifes, of 
which there are not a few ; and let it here be ob- 
fervcd, and in citing thefe let it be attended to, 
that the invitations and promifes recorded ini^e 
fcriptures, are the invitations of God, and there- 
/ fore fincere ; for as he cannot be deceived, nei- 
- ther can he deceive his creatures, being a God of 
truth and in whom there is no unrighteoufnefs : 
and the promifes of God, with whom there is no 
yariablenefs neither Jhadow of turning ; all whofe 
ipromifcs being in Chrift Jelus, all refpefting Jc- 
^ fus. 
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fijs, an yea and amen. And let it be furthermore 
obferved, that as the gofpel is to be preached to 
every creature, and the promifcs of life and fal- 
vation are holden forth therein, to all that come 
to Chrift in a way of believing \ fo ye are the very 
perfons to whom fuch blcflings belong, feeing ye 
are not only willing, but dclirous to come untb 
him, from a fenfe of your fin, and a perfualion 
of his fufEciency to fave. 

Hear then the words as they iflued from his 
heart full of compaffion, and fell from his lips 
like the dew of heaven on the tender grafs •, blef- 
fed are the foor in fpirU^ for theirs ts the kingdom 
of God. Is not this fomewhat your ftate ? Hath > 
not the fpirit of truth emptied you of all !elf-d^- 
pendance, and difcovered your impoverilhed con- ; 
dition to you ? Is it not a fenfe of this thatcaufes i 
you to " mourn like a dove, and to chatter like j 
" a crane or a fwallow ?" If. xxxviii, 14. Blef- j 
" fed are they that mourn, faith the Lord, for | 
*' they ftiall be comforted/' Let thefe words of 
the living God be an encouragement then for you 
to come ; fay unto him, " Lord I am poor, do 
•' thou enrich me with mercy and grace, O fa- 
*' tisfy me early that I may rejoice and be glad 
•' all my days 5 bid me put off my fackcloth, and 
** do thou gird me with gladnefs, thou knoweft 
*' how I mourn in my prayer and am vexed, O 
•' do thou comfort me according to thy word ; I 
" am athirft. Lord give me the water of life." 
Now the anfwer to your prayer is, cowe and take 
of the water of life freely. 

Precious invitation, plead nothing in excufe 
but come •, what proof do you give of your firi- 
cerity in profcffing a defire to take of this water, 

if 



J} if when invited by the Lord himfelf, the great: 
mafter of the feaft, ye yet r^fufe to come ? Take 
heed left he fhould refolve in wraths that fuch 
doubtful, diftrufting, defppnding creatures |h«dl 
never tafte of this living water. 

Are not you complalnii>g of the burden of On, and 

want to be delivered from it i Come unto me^ faith 

the compaflionate Redeemer, an4 I mil give yw 

reft. Math, xi, 28. Say you, but I am {ofcur 

fiblf: of my fin, and ytter unworthinefs, that I 

iear Ihould I venture, it would be a kind of pror 

fuioption, and I fhould be rejeded to my greats 

confufion. I anfwer,. to come uninvited (confih 

Bering what you are} might be efteemedprefuma- 

1 1 tion, but not to come when invited, may he looL- 

! I ed on as a contempt and undervaluing the bleifing^ 

I i of the gofpel. And as to your fear of being rc- 

^ jcfted, 1 would fay, ift. Should it be fo, and 

what you fear befall you, fuch rejection wUl but 

leave you where you are, fuppofing you to be 

without Chrift, for there is not falvation in any 

other ; but 2d, This, whatever an unbeiieving^^heart 

,and a wily enemy may fuggeft, is altogether im- 

poffible ; feeing fuch treatment could neither con- 

fift with the fincerity, nor faithfulncfs of God. 

Whofoever^ fays our Lord, cometb to mey J will in 

no wife caft out. John vi, 37, and declares by 

the mouth of his prophet, that he has a IpeciaJ 

regard for diftreffed linners, faying, to this man 

will I look that is of an bumble ^ and contrite ffirit^ 

and trembles at my word. If. Ixvi, 2. 

From what has been faid it appears, that there 
is balm in Gilead, and a phyfician able to heal ; 
none can fail of falvation who feek it through 
Jefus i but how is it poiEble for thofe to cfcape 

the 
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the damnation of hell who neglelf it ? Heb. li. 3, 
What will you fay in excufe for the negleft and 
abufe of fuch mercies ye carelefs ones ? Will you 
plead at the bar of God the many calls you had 
to attend the world, and your multiplied concerns 
\n it ? How juftly may the righteous judge of 
all the eirth retort the plea for pafling the irrevo-^ 
cable fentence of "^ndemnation upon you -, fee- 
ing you hadfo many, fuch frequent, and loud calls 
from God to attend to the one thing needful, and 
concerns of infinite importance lay neglefted un- 
der your hands. May it not be expefted that he 
will addrefs you from the bar, in the words his 
jninifters have often fourrded from the pulpit, " I 
f^ called, and ye refufed, I ftretched out my 
f ' hand, and no man regarded -, but ye fet at 
^' nought all my counfel, and would none of my 
** reproof, therefore, I alfo will laugh at your 
** calamity, and mock when your fear cometh." 
Prov. i. 24, 25, &c. 

Will you plead the multitude or magnitude of 
your fins, by reafon of which, you were afraid to 
venture ? This will be to fly as it were in the face 
. of your judge, fet limits to the mercy of God, 
and depreciate the value of the blood of Chrift; 
in fo doing you will openly declare yourfelves to 
have been unbelievers, and infl:ead of extenuating, 
abundantly aggravate the guilt of your fins. In 
^ word, if you take not the water of life as it is 
now freely holden forth unto you in the blefled i| 
gofpel, and on gofpel terms, you will hereafter 
like Dives in hell beg a drop of it in vain to cool 
your fcorching tongues. , I have now therefore;^ 
only to {ay to you, in the language of infpiration,* 
now is the accepted time^ now is the day offalvation j 

V)bo^ 
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fvbofoever fvWy let him come, and take cf the water 
Pf itf^ freely. 

A word to you whp have drank of this living 
water, and I conclude. Is it poffible chat ye can 
yet thirfl: after the vifionary happinefs this world 
boafts of, and deludes it's followers with ? No, 
you are convinced that all fublunary good is com- 
paratively not worth a wifh -, what the world calls 
pleafure, you have now no relifh for, they are too 
fcanty to fatisfy the large defires of your capacious 
fouls, and too Ihort-lived to peipetuate the fell* 
city you arc in the purfuit of. If ye are what you 
profefs to be, ye are dead to the world, and your 
life is bid with Cbrift in God. Coloff. Hi. i, 2, &c. 

What can you do lefs than in return for fuch 
favours, to prefent your bodies a living facrifice^ 
holy and aceeptable^ which is your reafonable fervictj 
Rom. xii. i. Ye are not your own, but are bongbt 
^tb a price ; the living water you have drank 
was the price of blood, and was bcftowed upon 
you freely ; therefore publifh abroad with lip and 
life the free goodnefs of the fovereign, diftinguilh- 
ing grace of that God who has called you out of 
darknefs into his marvellous light. Sing and fay, 
with the fweet-finger of Ifrael, partakers of like 
favours, influenced by fimilar motives falvatien 
belongetb to the Lord^ Pf. iii. 8. And that you are 
made partakers of it, further fing and fay, not un- 
to us^ not unto us^ but unto thy name be tbepraife for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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GENESIS XXV, 22. 
If it be foy why am I thus f 

THESE are the words of Rebekah the 
mother of Jacob and Efau, and the 
wife of Ifaac. We are informed in the 
preceding verfe, that Rebekah was barren, and 
Ifaac intreated the Lord for her, that is, becaufe 
of her barren nefs, and the Lord was intreated, 
that is, the Lord heard and anfwered Ifaac's prayer, 
and Rebekah his wife conceived. Glorious en* 
couragement this for believers ; what can ye want 
that your God has not in .llore to give ? " Lo| 
*' children and the fruit of the womb are an heri- 
*' tage and gift that comeih of the Lord.'* PC 
cxxvii. 3, the bleffings of corn, of wine, and oiU 
are in his hands to give, for the earth is the Lar^s 
and the fulnefs tbersof^ and no good tbing^ profitable 
for life and godlinefs will be wiiboU from tkem 
that walk uprightly ^ Pf. Ixxxiv. ii. But wc arc 
told verfe 24, there were twins in her womb^ and 

wh(?n 
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when the children ftruggled within her, flie canoe, 

to enquire of the Lord, and (he faid, // ii be fo^ 

whj am I thus f 1 doubt not but kebekah had aH 

the fign§ of pregnancy^ and yet (he was (low to 

believe what the Lord had done for her iii anfwer 

to her hu(band*s prayer ; fuch is the natural hard- 

nefe of. our hearts, that God himfelf can (carce 

be credited by us. without a ipniracle ; extept faud 

our Lord ye fee figns and wonders ye will not believe. 

However the Lord was pleafed to re(blvc her 

dctabts in ver. Ig, and faid onto ^^ hei^ two na!^ 

^^ tions are in thy womb, and two manner of 

^^ people (hall be feparated from thy bowels, and 

•* the one people (Hall be (hxmger than the other, 

** people, and the elder (hall ferve the younger,* 

Itfeetfis that Ifaac^d his wife weri both praying 

perfons ; when they want a blefling they adk it of 

God, and when in doubt they come to the fblintaid 

of Wifdom, for an explication Brethren this is 

ju(( what we (hould always dd; we are many of 

us fo poor, becauie we do not come to Chrift that 

we might buy gold and be rich. Rev. iii. 1 8^ and 

ib very ignorant of our ftate and condition, becau(c 

we afk not wifdom of God who gives liberally to all 

men and upbraids noti James i. 5. 

The language of my text. is fo much the lan- 
guage of believers, when under (harp and bitter 
conflifts of foul, by reafon either of fome violent 
outbreakings of corruption, or fome fenfible de^ 
feftion in their graces; that in order to relievo 
their diftrcflTcs, and (if my God (hall be fo pleafed 
to enable a poor unworthy creature,) to frame an 
anfwer to the enquiry in my text, I have made 
choice of it» for the fubjedfc of this difcourfe. 

iTherc- 



S E R M O N: XI. 287 

Therefore in treating of thefe wofds^ I ftiall enquire 

I ft. Why a believer nftay be led to doubt the 
truth of his converfion. 

2d. Offer fomeeonfiderations, to remove them,* 
and fettle his mind in peace. 

3d. Give fome direftions to the believer to main- 
tain his ground in his warfare. 

If it be fo, why am I thus ? If I am indeed born 
of the fpirit, renewed in the powers of my foul, 
paffed from death unto life, and created anew in 
Chrift Jefus ; why am I yet fo weak and feeble 
in all the efforts of grace, why fo cold in my 
affeftions, why does not my heart burn with lovey 
and my joys abound ; why do I feel fuch a per- 
petual ftruggle in my mind, while a formidable 
army of natural corruptions and fenfual inclina^ 
tions feems ready like a huge and fweeping tor- 
rent to bear me before it ? In fome fuch fort as 
this, believers are oftentimes led to reafon within 
themfelves, andtoafk withRebekah, If it be fo^ 
why am I thus ? 

ift, A believer may be led to this enquiry from 
a confcioufnefs of the flrength of his corruptions, i 
which, the more they are oppofed, the more they*^ 
will rage and f^vcll, and ftruggle to break forth. . 
The perverfenefs of our nature is moft difcovered 
by the pure and holy precepts of the law of God ; 
for what this law forbids, corrupt nature inclines 
to praftice, and on the contrary what it enjoins, 
nature oppugns and hates ; the reafon of all this 
is given in thofe words, Rom. viii, 7, " for the 
*' carnal mind is enmity againft God, it is not 

*' fub- . 
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*« fubjccl to the law of God, neither indeed caHil 
«* be.'* 

When a perfon has been under the teachings 
of the fpirit of God, and made truly lenfible that 
he has no worth, or excellency in him to recom- 
mend him to the favour of a holy and fin-hating 
God, and has been brought with heart and hand 
to fubfcribe the words or the prophet. If. Ixiv, 
6, '* we are all as aii unclean thing, and all our 
** righteoufnefles are as filthy rags, and our ini- 
** quities like the wind have taken us away ;*• 
yet after this to find pride ftealing in upoft Ms 
performances, and fetting a value on what he is, 
and what he does, and his heart ready to fay my 
own right hand hath gotten me this honour 5 I 
fay when a perfon finds it thus, he may well a(k 
in language like unto my text, if 1 am bom of 
God, why am T thus ? 

Again, when a believer finds himfclf cloiely bc- 
fet with an earthly mind^ and altho^ he is thorough- 
ly convinced of the emptinefs of all created good, 
yet feels his heart inclining and warping thereto, 
as though there was fomething defirable in thefe 
perifhable things, and that could deferve the at- 
tention of one that was born heir of an heaven- 
ly inheritance, he may well wonder at himfclf 
and afk with Rebekah, If /> befo^ why am I thus ? 

Again, when a believer has fo often met with 
his God in the ways of his appointment, and Kis 
heart has been filled with joy and gladnefs, fo 
that he has been brought with Peter to fay, it is 
good to be here ; yet after this, to feel his heart 
averfe to holy ordinances, and a backwardnefs to 
ufe thoie very means he has been fo often blefled 
in ; this naturally leads him to call in queftion the 

truth 
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iffuth df ins fbrhier eipefiences* And wTien (as 
hiay fomctimes be the cafe) hardnefs of heart be- 
fcts him in the moft melting ordinances^ fp that Jt 
heaven above is to his conceptioln as brafs^ and ;^ 
the earth beneath his feet as irOh, Deut. xxviiii 
23, infomuch that tfie moft powerful and moft 
Awakening preaching feems as nothing, the hard- 
nefs of hisheart, like the fcales of Leviathan is 
impenetrable, iron is like ftraw, and brafs as rot* 
ten woodi Job xli; 27, and this may fometltnes 
continue fb long, that a believer may be led to aflc 
with a brother in the like ftate, is his mercy clean 
gone for ever ? Sure I had never any true faith in 
Jefus, fure I have not one fpark of real grace, if 
I have^ why am I ibus? When a believer finds 
hirnfelf thus fhvit up in the dark caverns of na- 
ture, and affaulted by ftrong and powerful temp- 
tations it is not to be wondered at if he Ihould be 
led to conclude againft himfelf and doubt the 
truth of all his former experience. 

2d, A believer may be brought to queftion his 
ftate from a fenfe of the weak-nefs and feeblenefs^ 
of his graces. That faith which Ihould be as a'' 
tree, bearing the fruits of love, joy^ and peace in 
abundance, he now finds to be weak and waver- 
ing, and although like Peter, he once could tread 
the raging deep in the ftrength of his confidence ; 
yet now the winds are boifterous, and the billows 
foam and fwellj fo that he feems ready to fink in- 
to the bottom of defpair • he fees and knows that 
there is no falvation but in Jefus, yet he is afraid 
to venture his foul upon him, a fight of his own 
unworthinefs, and the ftrong temptations of fatan, ^ 
almoft totally beat down his fliicld 5 he can but 

T feebly 
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feebly take hold on Jefus, and faintly cry, L§ri 
htip «<, yiv^ or I ferifh. 

Again, when he finds fo little love to God, 
notwithftanding, mercies, benefits, and bleffings, 
fo exceedingly nnultiplied unto him day by day, 
he may well be led to queftion his ftate and the 
truth of his converfion. Was ever love like thine, 
O thou moft adorable Jefus? Was ever love 
manifefted in fo ftrange and myllerious a manner, 
and to creatures fo vile and undeferving ? Well 
might the apoftle cry out in rapture and aftoniih- 
ment, betein is love ! Behold what manner of lave ! 
He took not on him the nature of sngelsy but laid bold 
on the feed of Abraham \ finning angels are kft 
without a Redeemer, without a Mediator, confin- 
ed under chains of darknefs^ to the judgment of the 
great day \ but finning men are redeemed with the 
precious blood of the f on of God; as of a lamb with* 
out blemifb^ and without fpot^ i Pet. i. 19. And 
yet fays the believer under the fl:rongeft con viftion 
of thefe intercfting truths, truths that aftonifh 
angels, truths more than enough' to break the 
hard^ft heart, and thaw the foul moft frozen by 
fin into the fofteft relentings, and even to fire it 
with an unquenchable flame ; my heart is cold, 
and my afFeftions are fo little moved towards this 
gracious Saviour of poor finners, that I fcarce can 
lay I love him ; and if there be any gracious 
principle in my foul, if I am born of God, wb} 
am I thus ? 

Again, fays the believer, thofe fpiritual joys 
I once tafted and that filled my raptured foul with 
unfpeakable delight, now droop and wither, like 
the fading vine, nipped by the bleak winds of 
winter, and the comforter that formerly cheered 

my 



S E R M O N XL 291 

my foul feems to be far from me. My hope of 
everlafting blcfledhefs how low^ how wavering 5 
and how much backwardnefs I feel to thofe duties, 
which a little while ago were my fole pleafure and 
delight. 1 feel n^y heart, fo prone to ftart afide 
from God, and ahhough I would do good, I find 
fo much evil in my. heart ftruggling to break forth 
into aftion^ that I am conftrained to aflc with 
Rebekah, if it be fo^ why am I thus ? 

As the people of God, for whofe ufe this is 
principally intended, often experience fome-what 
like this, and have their hearts made heavy through 
manifold temptations, fo that they are fometimes 
ready to give up all for gone, to caft away their 
fhieldi and fay in hafte there is no hope », I fhall 
in the fecond place offer fome confiderations to re- 
move their doubts, fettle their minds in peace, 
and make it appear that notwithftanding they are 
thus, they may yet be in the favour of God, and 
heirs of the kingdom. 

ift> It is to be noted, that by nature we are 
dark and blind, and paft all fcnfe of feeling ; we 
view every objeft both within us and without us 
through a falfe and deceitful glafs ; our fins which 
like huge mountains are heavy and hateful enough 
to fink our fouls to the loweft hell, we view 
through firfs inverted tube and confider them as 
mole-hills, little blemilhes below the notice of 
God, and common to us as men, and therefore 
are under no concern about them. Nor can it be 
otherwife with an unconverted man, for ift, the 
God of this world blinds the minds of them that be^ 
lieve not J left the light of the glorious gofpel of Chrijl 
who is the image of the invijible God^ fhould Jhine 
unto them^ 2 Cor. iv. 4. and as nothing but light 
T 2 can 
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can difcover darknefs, fo long as they are deflitutt 
of the former, they muft needs be dnenchcd in 
the latcer^ therefore that myftery of iniquity, the 
defperately wicked^ anddeceitful heart is hid from 
their eyes, and they walk fearlefs and unconcem- 
ed.as on fmooch andeveaground) while hell yawns 
beneath to receive them, and tophet is moved to 
meet them fhould^they die in their unregenerate 
ftate. 2d, Their minds are fo amufed and taken up 
with the care and pleafuresof thisjifo, that they 
have no leifure to attend- to inward things, peace 
of confcience, the love of God^ and joy in the 
fpiric are things tbefe Grangers tafte not, know nor, 
nor intermeddle with. Sin is fo.far ftpm being 
the plague of the foui^ that as a fweet moriel^it 
is roiled under the tongue, and the full gratifica- 
tion of. thofe lufts and evil defires the believer 
groans under, is the greateft happinefs the unbe- 
liev.er knows. Now a clear fight of fuch depra- 
vity of nature, the wickednefs of the heart, and 
the great evil of fin, muft ftrongly indicate the 
light of grace difcovering all this, ftn^ whatever 
fays the apoftle makes manifeft is lights Eph. v. ig, 
2d, When we add to what has been faid of the 
unregenerate man, that fin and the God of this 
world have not only blinded his mind that he fec^ 
not the evil of fm, but alfo his heart is hardened 
paft all fcnfe of feeling. The moft awful judg- 
ements of God that ever the world knew, although 
l^they may for. a moment ftartle him, and feem to 
amaze him, yet leave no lafting impreflions upon 
his mind, nor afFeft him with any real forrow for 
fin. Plague, earthquake, fword, and famine, may 
appear in all their dreadful forms, yet leave the 
ftupid fmner jufl the fame.^ having noperceptioa 

of 
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of the evil of fin, he dreads not the wrath of God 
when mod awfully revealed from heaven againft 
it. The unbeliever knows not what ic is to be 
-pricked in the heart, and wounded in his fpirit 
under a fenfe of fin ; he has never felt the bitter- 
nefs of a quickened confcience bleeding with re- 
peated crimes, and pierced through and through, 
with the fword of the fpirit ; and therefore hav- 
ing never felt the gall and wormwood, having 
never drank of the bitter cup of penetential for- 
row, he neither loaths fin, nor loves holinefs, nor 
is at all concerned about the falvation of his foul. 
Now on the contrary, whatever weaknefles the be- 
liever groans under, whatever defedtion he finds 
in his graces ; when he finds his faith mofl: weak, 
his hope irjoft wiv«:ing, his joys moft withering, 
and his heart moft wandering, yet he can appeal 
to him that knows his heart, thai to will is prefent 
with him, Rom. vii. 18. And as nothing lefs than 
the power of God can incline and difpofe us to 
will that which is good, Pf. ex. 3. this Ihews that 
a believer, whatever his Spiritual conflidls are, is . 
influenced by grace. 

3d, It fhould be obfervcdj that although jufti- 
fication is an inftantaneous work, and the new crea- 
ture is born compleat in all its members ; yet 
fandtification, as it confifts in the growth and in- / 
crcafe of thofe members is progreflive -, and be-*^ 
lievers are exhorted to mortify the deeds of the 
body through the fpirit, and to perfeft holinefs in 
the fear of God, Rom. viii. 13. 2 Cor. vii. i. 
Therefore we are neither to expeft an immediate 
and intire fubjeftion of our corruptions, or per- 
feftion of our graces ; this would be to expe6t 
what fcripture faints never experienced. We hear 
' t 3 blef. 
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blefled Paul giving in his experience, and as it 
were fetting up a way- mark for believers to en- 
quire their road and aicertain the truth of their 
profeffion by, Rom. vii. 25. that which Ido^ Isln 
law noty fer what I would^ that do I U9t^ hui what 
I haUy that do /, ver. 22. / delight in the law rf 
• Cody after the inward man ; but 1 fee another law 
in my members warring ^gainft the law of my mini^ 
fc?r. And the fame apofUe, when writing to the 
church at Phillippi, fays, not as though I bad al- 
ready attained^ either were yet already ferfeSy hmt I 
follow after, if that I may apprehend that ^ for whieb 
alfo I am apprehended ofChrift Jefus, chap. iii. i a. 
Seeing then that in the truly regenerate, the flclh 
lufls againit the fpirit, and the canaanites are not 
^t once expelled from the land; believers hold faft 
your fliield, and let not go your confidence which 
hath great recompence of reward, Heb x. 35. 

4th, Perhaps you that are enquiring with Re- 
bekah, if it be fo, why am I thus ? Have been 
many years in the fervice, or rather in the thral- 
dom of fin and fatan, and have long yielded your 
members fervants to uncleannefs, and to iniquity ^ to 
iniquity, Rom. vi. 19. fo that according to the 
common proverb, longufe had brought on afecond 
nature ; now it is not at all ftrange, that nature 
fhould fl:ruggle and labour to force its former paf- 
fage, and obftinatelyoppofe whatever would hinder 
its progrcfs. This perverfenefs of nature, ftreng- 
thened by habit and cufl:om, is reprefented by the 
prophet as altogether unconquerable ; can the 
Ethiopian change his fkin, or the leopard his fpotsi 
Then may ye aijo do good, that are accuftomed to do 
evil, Jer. xiii. 23. Here you fee fuch a change 
and reformation is looked upon as impoflible, 

foo^e* 
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fomething quite befide the courfe of nature, and 
beyond its power to efFtft ; but what is too diffi- 1 
cult for nature, is not beyond the reach of grace, 
for things impcffihie with men^ are poffthle with 
God. The ftrength and violence of your corrup- 
tions may ferve to humble you, and fhew you the 
malignant nature of fin ; but that you are not 
captivated and carried away by its impetuofity, 
may ferve to comfort you, and fhew you the power 
and efficacy of almighty grace. 

5th, Let the believer under foul conflifts re- 
member, that the very thing which often gives 
him trouble and concern, (I mean the oppofition 
he finds within,; is that which may greatly ferve 
to adminifter comfort and fupport unto him ; in- 
afmuch as thefe inward ftruggles denote, and 
arife from contrary principles. When Rebekah 
came to enquire of the Lord, it was faid to her, 
two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of 
people fhall be feparated from thy bowels ; this 
was fpoken with reference to Jacob and Efau, the 
children fhe was then pregnant with, and may 
very well fet forth the ftate of every child of God ; 
for as the children ftruggled in her womb, fo 
there is a perpetual ftruggle in the foul renewed 
by grace ; but as it was faid to her in the following 
words, " the elder fhall ferve the younger," fo 
will it be in the cafe of the believer. The carnal 
mind mufl lofe its enmity to holinefs, e*er it ceafe 
to oppofe it ; but the unalterable decree is pafl, 
the elder fhall ferve the younger -, nature^ how- 
ever obftinate and perverfe muft yield at length toj^ 
the fuperior all conquering force of fovercign^ 
grace. Take courage then poor foul, many waters 
cannot quench love, that fpark of grace amidft 

the 



fg§ 9 £ i;^ M O N XKf 

the ocean of thy corrupdons, (hall ftill bum an4 
break forth into a flame ; it is lili;e a gniin ^ 
muilard-feed, which when cad into the Kfoimil is 
ieait of all grain, but when grown is the iargeft 
of all herbs. Wouldeft thou know and unoerr 
iUnd this miracle, why (his little fpark (till bums^ 
(lotwithitanding the devil employs all his engines 
to quench it, and thy own corruptions like i^ 
many water floods feem ready to overwhelm it i 
turn afide with Mofes, and behold, ibe Lfird was 
|jf thi bufl)^ this explained the myftery •, and it is 
the Lord fupplies with oil the aflaulted flames 
which can never be extinguilhed until ^he fuUieft 
which there is in Jefus bp exhaufted. 

6ch, Weak believers often diftrefs themfelveSy 
when they fec| fheir graces weak, and their com^ 
forts low, by fuppofing that if they were really 
of God, they fhould continually live upon the de- 
legable mountains, §nd feel their joys aboun^ 
}ike the fwelling ftreams of joridan,; whereas it 
ihould be confidered that the quality, not the 
quantity of grace proves a change in the fouL 
We read in the word of God, (rf ftrong faitht 
and of little faith, there are babes In Chrift, as 
well as fathers ; and thofe, whatever conceptions 
they have of themfelves, arc no lefs heirs of GocI 
Wid joint-heirs with Chrift than thefe. Let it 
therefore be your principal care to prove the verity 
of your grace, for np baftardin this fenfe (hall be 
admitted into the congregation of the Lord ; and 
what has been delivered in the former particulars» 
may ferve as a touch-ftone for this end andpurpofe. 
True grace will always prove it fclf to be fuch, 
and although great grace is much to be defired for 
prefec^t happiaefs -f yet grace in the low^ft degree 

by 
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by oppofing all fin, and inclining to all holinefs ; . f 
^ill ncverjbe withdrawn from the foul poffeflcdl^ - 
thereof, mjt will terminate in glory. Some wtU 
perhaps fay. If glory be infeparately connefted with 
the loweft degree otgrace^aijd this dodfinebe taught 
and inculcated, it aits the very finews of endea- 
vour, and (encourages mex^ to i'ettle upon their lees. 

But in anfwer to this, it jDhould be remembered, 
that fuch as can find th^mfelves difpofed herefrom 
to flacken tlie reins and abate their fpeed, give 
the moft flagrant proof, that they themielyes are 
utter ftrangcrs to that grace we fpeak of; the 
nature of which is, not to oppofe fpmc fin but all, 
not to regard fome duties only, but to have rer 
Iped unto all the commandments of God. 

7th, The cafe is widely different between the 
man who having fallen into the hands of his ene- 
mies, is now difarmed, Ihatkled, loaded with 
chains, and fall fliut up in prifon ; and the man, 
who (although through furprize and unwatchful- 
nefs has loft a little ground and given his enemies 
fome advantages,) yet holds faft his fword and . 
fliield, continues on the field of battle, and is 
couragioufly fighting to retrieve his loft honour : 
the one is.a wretched captive, the other, though 
worfted by his foes, is ftill a fighting foldier un- 
der the banner of his prince. Good men have 
had their imperfcftions, few or none without fome 
failing. The holy fcriptures have faithfully re- 
corded both the virtues and the vices, of men 
moft excellent in their generations ; and even faints 
have finned, and in the brighteft charafler there 
has been fome flaw. Thefe things are not re- 
corded in God's blefled book (nor fpoken now,) / 
that we fliould imitate, but fliun the rocks thtyf' 

ftruck 
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ftmck againft ; and if at any time like our fore- 
runners lyc ftiould ft^rt aficje, ancj fin againft our 
<j.od, we may (cncouragecj by that grace and mer- 
cy inanifefted to them' in raifmg and reftoring 
them,) humble oiirfelyes under the hand of him, 
wbp i^ the fame yefier day ^ to-day and for fver; 

It is one of the fpecj^l privileges of the peo- 
ple of God, that they are always uridcr his eye, 
and are the fpecial objefts of his care j the pro- 
phet fweetly fing5 this fong, a vineyard of red 
wne^ is my church, 1 the Lord do keep it^ T mil 
water it every moment^ left any hur( it^ I will 
keep it night and day. If. xxyii, 2, 3, and there- 
fore he th^t is their ftrength being ^t th^ir rjght 
hand they fliall not greatly fall. A believer may 
be caught, yea and without watchfulneli? and pray- 
ct he certainly lyill* but through the power of 
that grace that is given to reign in bif heart ibrif 
rigbfeoufnefs^ he will bepreferved from captivity; 
for thefteps of a good man are ordered by the Lord,, 
and he deligbtetb in bis way ; tbougb he fall be 
fhall not be utterly cafi down^ for tbe Lord uphold; 
etb bim with bis band. Pf. xxxvii, 23, 

8th, All things here below are fubjefted to per- 
petual change, and every hour teaches fomethlng 
unknown to it's predeccflbr. The fun, although 
inceflantly fending forth rays of light and heat, 
yet we do not always enjoy the benefit of the one, 
nor conftantly live under the reviving influence 
of the other •, night and darknefs fucceeds our 
brighteft days, and nipping frofts our warmeft 
|feafons. Now in a world of perpetual whirl, 
f where all things roll round in ceafclefs fucceflion, 
1 1 yea where the world itfclf is growing old, and 
ifmuft fhortly -change it's fafliion, what reafon has 
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a believer to imagine that he ftiall be exempted ? 

When we fhall have laid afide thefe rags of 
mortality, and thefe fouls ftiall animate bodies of 
a more fpiritual nature ; bodies faftiioned like to the 
glorious body of our dear Kedeemer ; then we 
may expeft, nay ceitainly ftiall be exempt from 
all mutation, and enjoy for ev er the j ?fy? that re--/ 
mains for the people of God r but lucIT fl:ate bf*^ 
peace, tranquility and ftability, we ftiall never 
find below. However this may comfort the be- 
liever under all the ebbings and flowings of his 
fpiritual joys, and under the greatefl: variatior^s 
of his faith, that the objeft thereof is unchange- 
able, and it's foundation immovable ; Jejus is 
the fame yefierday^ to-day^ and for ever. Thou 
poor defponding creature, did not this fun fliine 
yefterday, or the day before, and becaufe tf is 
a little cloudy to-day ftiouldft thou conclude it is 
not rifen, nor will ever rife again ? Thou art per- 
haps at prefent in great heavintfs through mani- 
fold temptations, hear what the apoftle Peter 
faith, it is for afeafon^ who knows how long that 
feafon may endure ? But as there is needy i Pet. 5. 
6, it ftiall continue no longer than till the graci- 
ous purpofe thereof ftiall be accompliflicd ; fucb 
heavinefs may endure for a nighty but joy fhall come 
in the mornings Pf. xxx, 5. Believers, are often 
like children long accufl:omed to the breaft, and 
if for a fmall feafon'they are deprivv*d of their joy- 
ous fenfations, ( although parental kindnefs and 
infinite wifdom mean it for their good,) they fret 
and pine, and what is worfl: through unbelief, iri- 
fmuate that God is unfaithful. 

It is readily granted, that to liveunder the fmiles of 
the Redeemer's face, and enjoy without interruption 

the 



god 6 E A M O N XL 

the cooEifortaUeifenfationsof Jiis favour, is very de^ 
iirablc ; but as thi$ c^noit always foe expeiieikrecl, 
, the prophet Ifaiah hds dire^ed ms what co betide 
l)iiiielve$tQ, under th^ hidii^of his face, ck. 50. 10^ 
*^ Who is among you that feareth the Lord, tha|: 
^* obeyethtthevcMceofhisfervant, that walketh in 
<^ daricnefs, and hath no lisht^ kt him truft in 
^^ the name of the Lord, and flay upiEm his iSfxL" 
,9th. It may often ferve to alleviate the, bkcer- 

. nefs of believers trials to confider that theii- frills 
are not peculiar to their peribn fo much as ^iciir 
ftate^ I mean their %iritual ftace ; for akhqt^ 
no circumfbinces however favourable, can free us 
in 4^ prefent life, from croflTes and difficulnes.; 
yet thde «re ^cceedingly multiplied from the fime 
we commeAce difcjl^les indeed of the UdOle^ Je* 
fus. Somewhat of^ t^is our Saviour gave us rea- 
ton to expeft fmm thofe words^ *' if ye wcfeof 
*' the world, the world would love his own^ biit 
«< becaufe ye are not of the world but I have 
** chofen you out of the world, therefore the 
*' world hateth you." Johnxv. 19, fo that be? 
lievers may exped: trials from this quarter. And 
we may afliire ourfelves the devil will rurt to the 
utmoft length of his line to difquiet and difbefi 
the people of God ; for as his name fatan figni- 
fies hatred or one that is an adverfary fromml 

Jl hate, fo he is an adverfsiry to all men, but'clpe-? 

^ cisilly to fuch as are born of God, ^^ and created 
*^ anew in Chrift Jefus :** and concerning thefe 
the apoftle Peter fays^ ^^ your adverfary the de- 
*' vil,** emphatically " yours, as a roring lion 
'* walketh about feeking whom he may devour," 
I Pet. V, 8, yet adds the apoftle, " refift him 
*^ fiedfaft in the faith^ knowing that the fame af- 

fli&ions 
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«* fliftions art accompliihed iri your brettiren that? 
" are in the world/* 

The faints of God in every age aind place have 
had their trials, and often tinics thegreateft faints 
the greateft trials. Job was a one of a thoufand 
in the earth, there was none like him in his day ; 
yet you fee his trials were fuch as no other was 
tried with ; both inward and outward he was op- 
prefled, wounded and fore fmitten ; without wtre 
fightings^ and within were fears ; bruifed by fatan-, 
plundered by the Sabeans, afflifted with- a griev* 
ous difeafe in his body, and all thefe forrows 
heightened and increafed by darknefs and defertion 
in his foul, yet under all this weight of woe, he 
feebly hangs upon his God, but firmly refolves 
not to quit his hold, " tho* he flay me, yet will 
" I truft in him,** ch. xiii,^i5. Few of the an- 
cients were moreeminent than David, yet he had 
many a bitter trial both inward and outward ; as 
few in his day experienced ^more of thepowerand 
comforts of real religion than he, fo few knew 
like him, what it was to fuffcr the pain of an ab* 
fent God, and be left under the hidings of his 
face. The Lord 'looked and David lived, but he 
hid his face and he was troubled^ Pf. xxx, 6, and 
under dejeftions of foul at other times we hear 
him ftrengthening himfelf in God ; Why art thou 
Jo full of heavinefs O my foul^ and why art thou fo 
difquieted within me^ put thy truft in God. £5?f . Pf. 
xlii, If. 

Afaph alfo a faint in the Jewilh churchy and a 
finger in Ifrael^ bitterly complains in a time of 
darknefs, and when his graces were at an ebb- 
tide, as it were. " Will the Lord caft off for 
" ever, and will he be favourable no more ? Is 

« his 
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^* his mercy clean gone for ever ? Doth his pw* 
** mife fail for evermore ? Hath God fotgotteff 
^' to be gracious ? Hath be in anger (hut up hi^ 
** tender mercies ?** Pf. ixxvii^ 7, 8, 9. 

Peter's faith was ftrong enough to confolidate 
the waters of the fea, and niake them as a pave- 
ment for his feet, to ftand and walk upon to Je-* 
ius V yet in order that Peter fhould know from 
whence his help and fafcty came, the wind and 
waves are ordered to affail his faith^. and. Peter 
how begins to fmk, happy was it for him that the 
helping hand of Jefus was fo nighv So that in 
allthefeinftances thou mayeft perceive poor doubt- 
ing foul, thy cafe is hot fmgukr s fatth is pre- 
cious and muft be tried like gold^ and if thou 
-didft never doubt the truth of thy graces, under 
Ira fight and fenfe of the feeblenefs thereof, there 
is little caufe to think thou had any grace at all^ 
Jefus Chrift himfelf the great high-prieft of our 
profefiion had manifold trials and temptations, yea 
was in all things tempted like as we are^ but he 
rejijled unto bloody piving ^g^^^ft Jin^ and is now 
as our forerunner entred into the holy of hoUes^ 
and has left an example to his followers to tread 
in his fteps. 

Laftly, Believers ftiould not be furprissed^ nor 
greatly caft down, although they feel their cor- 
ruptions ftrong and ftubborn, and their graces 
Weak and feeble, nor ftiould they under the moft 
Iharp and bitter conflifts of foul caft away, nor 
fujffer the devil to tear from them their confidence^ 
which hath great recompence of rewards It fhould 
be always remembered, that fo long as we are in 
the body we are in the field of battle ; the world 
and the devil can never be reconciled to true grace 

and 
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and godlinefs, therefore you muft expeft many 
a buffeting from thefe irreconcilable adverfaries- 
and you may depend upoti it nature will be na- 
ture ftill, and the war will never ceafe *till nature 
die -, grace and corruption, flelh and fpirit, like 
fire and water, can never dwell together in peace, 
and untill the believer put off his body, he muft 
never put off his chrlftian armour, drop hisfhield,- 
or ftieath his fword. Now from all the confider- 
ations I have laid before you, (which I defire may 
be treafured up in your minds, againft a time of 
need, that whenever through the ftrength of your 
corruptions, or the feeblenefs of your graces, you 
may like RebeJcah be led to afk as touching the truth 
of your converfion, // // ie fo^ why am I thus ? 
You may anfwerthe queftion and filence the doubt.) 
It appears, all things confidered, not fo ftrange f 
that believers Ihould ki fuch foul-conflidls doubt ; 
of their ftate, as it is, that they doubt of it no | 
more, and do not caft away all their confidence^ : 
But probably, thus much is permitted, to fhewl 
them what they are, to keep them humble and 
dependant ; and no more is permitted, left the 
enemy fliould fay, I have prevailed againft him, and 
the hearts of God's dear children, fhould be over- 
whelmed with too much forrow. 

I now go on in the third place to give fome direc- 
tions to the believer, for the ftrengthening of his 
faith and every other grace,and for his more comfort- 
able progrefs through the wildernefs of this worlds 
And here let it be obferved, that as the ftrength 
of the believer's corruptions, and the feeblenefs 
pf his graces have frequently given him caufe to 
make the enquiry in my text, fo the weakening 
of the one, and the ftrengthening of tlie other, 

is 



ik what the believer has priricipiHy to do. T (hs# 
therrfore immediately go about to gi^ direC* 
tions for the mortification of his corruptk>ns9 
liift, pride, earthly-miitdednefs, &cc. And al- 
though in-- an indrreft, yet in aneflfefttdal way. 

As thefe evil tempers, defires, and dil^fitioni^ 
branch from the fertile foil of a corrupt nature $ 
when we have ttfken the utmoft pains to prune' 
and lop their luxurious CTOwth, they will quickly 
bud and Ihoot forth a-rrcfti, ib as to employ all 
our time^ in unfurccfsful labour; and to tm n^- 
Icft of a more profitable cultivation of faith, Ibv^ 
joy, &c. 

To quicken- and ftreitgtheiif yotff gracfcs, witf 
be, though an indired, yet the mod certain an^ 
efiWtual way of fubduing and mortifying yoor 
corruptions, therefore in order to this, ohfervie 
the following dircftions. 

ifti See that your hearts be (cWrtdin beli«^;lii^j 
/feith is i parent grace, and therefore muft bd 
Tftrong and ftablfe, that all other gracei depending 
upon it, may be aftive and Vigorous alfo. If your 
; ftith be weak, the foundation of your hope wilf 

be wavering, and all the joys of hope withering^ 
That the heirs of promife might have (Irong co«-» 
folation through the immutability of the crounfel 
of God, he confirmed it by an oath ; but in pro- 
portion to the credence given to God's word and 
oath, will be this cbnfolation ; therefore I would 
fay with Solomon little diflFerence from this, at^i 
all keepings^ keep thy faith. 

If your faith be weak, the flame and fervoUf of 
your love will be feeble ; for it is by faith we fee 
thefe things that are invifible, which God has laid 
up in llorc, andrefervcs for his peoplei andfroiH 

th« 
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the difcoveries of his love to lis, (of which faith 
gives us the cleareft and moft comprehenfive view) 
we love him again -, but if faith be weak, and 
we have not full and clear views of his love there- 
by, our hearts will remain unmoved, and our 
affeftions unenkindled. Therefore, 

2dly, That your faith may be ftrong, liable, 
and aftive in the produdion of every other grace, 
remember that faith has for its foundation the in- 
fallible, and immoveable word of God, " Who 
** is not a man that he fhould lie, nor a fon of 
" man that he Ihould deceive;" Numb. xxiii. 19. 
and has for its objeft a bleeding, groaning^ dying 
Jefus, finifhing the glorious won^ of man's re- 
demption on the accurfed tree ; and is ever con- 
verfant about what he has done and fufFered, with 
the fufficiency thereof, for the falvation of finners. 
Let your ears therefore be all attention to the 
^blefled word of God, this principally treats of 
Jefus, in the volume of tb£ book^ the bulk, the fub- 
ftance. It is written of him, and herein the father 
(hews his pleafure in him, ibis is my beloved Jon in 
whom 1 am well pkajed. Let your eyes be fixed| 
on the crofs of Chrift, and let your hearts at all J 
times meditate on the exceeding greatnefs of his' 
fufFerings and his love. Yet more particularly, 
keep in fight the blood of that dear man of for- 
row, this is the fole, and it is a fovereign balm 
for wounded bleeding confciences. Satan will of- 
ten fet before you the greatnefs of your fins, with 
all their dreadful and heart-cutting aggravations, 
in order to beat down the (hield of your faith, and 
fill your fouls with defponding fears. But to the 
multitude and magnitude of your fins, when thus 
brought back into your memory, oppofe the blood 
V of 
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of Jefus, bathing as it were your whole man^ 
foul and body in the purple flood, in the fount aitt 
opened for fin and for uncleannefs^ Zech. xiii. !• 

It is faid of the devil, who is the father of Ues,^ 
that he fometimes fpeaks truth, only fay they, 
when he ddesj it is not out of love to the truth,: 
but to anfwer fome diabolical purpofe ; now this 
is the very cafe here ; when he fets your fins be- 
fore you and fuggefts their manifold and variousi 
aggravations, your confciences bear teftimony tpi 
the lamentable truth ; but what he defigns is^^ to 
djftrefs you on the account of them, and infmyate 
that the guilt and heinoufnefs thereof Hands 
frefh in the memory and full in the view of God's 
juftice. My brethren we need not be ignorant; 
of his devices ; if by any means he draws off our 
attention from Jefus ^ fo far he gains an advantage 
over US; let your fins be placed in the moft for-, 
midable order before you, and armed with aggra- 
vations the moft penetrating and piercing -, yet let 
your faith call forth the invaluable blood of Jefus, 
let this balm be applied to the confcience moft 
wounded and bruifed, and it will ftraightway efieft 
a cure. What could ftern and inflexible jufl;ice 
inflia, that Jefus did not fuffer ? What fins could 
be too great for the blood of God to atone, A£b 
XX. 28. Believers, fee in a glorious type the deftruc- 
tion of your fins -, when IfraePs mighty hoft walked 
th rough the fandy deep, the fea formed walls of water 
on their right hand and on their left ; but when the 
enemies of God purfued them, the waters of the 
feas' returned, and overwhelmed the chariots and 
horfemen of Pharaoh, and all his mighty men, fo 
that the Ifraelites whom they purfued faw them no 
more 5 fo does the blood of Jefus fwallow up the 
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guilt of all your mighty fins, God for his fake 
cafts thwt like a fione^ and they fink like lead, as 
fang the children of Ifrael, into the bottom of the 
deep^ Micah vii. i8j 19. 

Again, keep full in your eye that righteoufncfs,' 
that all perfeft and compleat righteoulhefs that 
was wrought out by the blefled Jefus in his for- 
rowful, but moft holy and obedient life % as by 
his death he made full fatisfaftion to the injured v» 
iaw, fo iti his life he paid an exadt and full obe-^ 
dience to the preceptive law-, hence fays the pro- 
phet If. the Lord is well pleafed for his righteouf-^ 
fiefs fake^ be will magnify the law and make it ho- 
nourable:^ chap. xlii. 21. This compleat righte- 
oufnefs of out* Immanuel, my brethren, is that ex- 
cellent robe you muft appear in when you (land 
before the king ; no raiment befides this can ren- 
der you acceptable guefts at the marriage table j 
this is the righteoufnefs the great preacher of the 
gentiles defired to be found in, and this is what 
the believer fliall glory in, in every age and places 
furely in the Lord have I righteoufnefs and Jhength^ 
If. xlv. 24. Let not the devil and your own 
hearts deceive you by fetting before you in a falfe 
light, the excellency and worthinefs of your own 
performances, fbr there is no real worth in any 
thing you do, imperfedion cleaves to, and inci re- 
ly fpoils your very beft performances ; and that 
your works as believers are pleafing to God, iS 
not for their real worthy but as they are the fruits 
of faith in Chrift. Let your faith therefore ht 
fixed continually on the blood and righteoulnefs 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift -, and while in thefe you 
fee falvation finifhed, ** Mercy and truth meeting 
" together, righteoufnefs and peace kiflfing one 
V 2 ** ano* 
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** another," Pf. Ixxxv. lo, and a way laid open 
by infinite wifdom for God to be juft^ and yet 
juftify the ungodly ; I fay, while you view thefe 
cffefts of everlafting kindnefs, let your thougKt$ 
trace back this lucid ftream towards the inexplo* 
rablc fountain. What fee you here dear fouls 
but an -unfathomable abyfs of love, love mok 
{junazing, mod unparallelled, and everlafting ; the 
ftrangenefs of this love is difcovered in the eter- 
nal pur, ofes thereof, and runs throu^ the whote 
execution of thofe purpofes ; but its myfbertpui 
nature, its prodigious extent, its length and breadtbi 
and height and depth, angels defire to look into 
and comprehend in vain. Believers^ c^ten rnedi*- 
tate on the exceeding gr^atnefs of that love, that 
caufed the Lord of glory to bow the heavens,, to 
put off his royal-robes, and put on the rags dF 
morra-ity, and cloath himfelf with clay 5 kvi 
that fupportcd him under his thirty years of fuf- 
fering and was ftroiiger than death ; fettle thisal- 
fo in your hearts that whom Jefus lovesy be lirues 
to the end. 

But this fhall bring me to a fecond direction. 

Settle in your hearts thefe following particulars 
concerning God in Chrift, — 

ift. The unchangeablenefe of his love. 

2d, His faithfulnefs. 
. 3d; " The. exceeding greatnefs of his power to 
•* ufward who believe. 

And 4th, His govemfnent of the world, briefly 
of thefe. 

I ft. Let not any thing perfuade you to think, 
that God is a changeable being like you ; " for 
** he, is in one mind and who can turn him,*' Job 
xxiii. 13. Has he fethis love upon you ? He loves 

you 
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you not for your own excellencies, but he loves 
you in his fon, and therefore can never have a 
reafon to withdraw it ; hence it comes to pafs that 
whom he loves, he loves to tbi end^ and will fave 
them to the uttermoft. 

2d, How ftiould it rejoice your heart, and con- 
firm your faith and hope, that you have to do with 
a faithful God, who alfo will perform every word 
of his covenant-engagements made in his well-be- 
loved fon : man is fo faithlefs and deceitful a crea- 
ture that a woe is denounced againft every one 
that puts truft in him, Jer. xvii, 5, for every 
brother will fupplant, and every neighbour will 
walk with flanders, ch. ix. 4. When we have to 
deal with men, we muft firft try them, and then 
truft fo far as we have tried ; but in our dealings 
with God, we may venture to take his word, that 
is, we may truft him firft, and th<-n try him fo 
far as we have need, for there is no unrighteouf- 
nefs in him. 

3d, Be well perfuaded of the exceeding great- 
nefs of that power which is engaged to keep you -, 
a vineyard of red wine is my beloved, 1 the Lord 
do keep it, and who ftiall make a breach upon thofe 
fouls that omnipotence refolves to defend ? When 
our Saviour declared to his difciples after bis re- 
furreftion, that all power in heaven and earth 
was given to him, do you think this was the 
language of pride and oftentation. Far be it from 
the meek and humble Jefus, it was for our fup- 
port and confolation under all our confqious weak- 
neflfes, to teach us to look to him, to depend on 
him, to live upon his fulnefs, and to derive help 
and ftrength, and falvation in every time of need. 
Believers are not left to be their own keepers, 
V 3 they 
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they are the Lord's jewels, his excellent ones ^ 
the earth, and as it is his good pleafure to give 
unto them a kingdom, fo he puts forth his pow^ 
cr to preferve and keep them for that kingdom^ 
this comfortable truth is holden forth in the ftrong- 
^ expreffions by theapoftle Peter, who are kept 
by the power of God tbrougb faith unto falvathm. 
I Pet. i. 5. " 

4th, it will not a little conduce to your cooit 

fort and eftablifliment, to fettle firnily in V^ur 

hearts God's government of the world. If clumcc 

could be fuppofed to have any exiftence or fhan^ 

in the difpofal of events, we could have no liable 

foundation for our faith in any of the proniifes oif 

God ; for notwithftanding all the divine purpofe$ 

and promifes of good to his people, it flight chancf; 

to be otherwife. What is recorded in the 97th PC 

yer. i, 2, has often been a great fupport to my foul, 

* and may be fo to yours alfo. l^be Lord reignetb, 

let the earth rejoice^ let the multitude of the tfUs U 

glad ; Clouds and darknefs are round about bim^ 

right eoujnefs and judgment are the habitation of hif 

throne. You may n^et with many providences, 

in your pilgrimage, which as they may be dark 

and inexplicable, will be greatly diftreffing to you, 

if not confidered and viewed as the effe6ts or ua- 

erring wifdom and parental love. We know^ fays 

bleffed Paul, that all things work together for good 

to them that love God^ to them that are the called 

according to his purpofe. Rom. viii, 28. And 

why is this, but becaufe all the trials and difficul- 

^ties of his children are dealt out to them in juft 

weight and meafure, and not an hair of t^l9ir head 

(hall perilh but by his permiflion. 

3dly, Attend not too much to the eyils of your 

*" hearts '1 
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hearts ; it is neceflary to know yourfelves, but 
it is alfo neceflary to know fo much of your 
felves, that you cannot heal nor help yourfelves ; 
. therefore to be perpetually poring on the depth y 
and danger of the wound when you ought tot 
make the moft fpecdy application of the balm 
that muft cure it, is injudicious and unfafe. All 
that can really profit our fouls is treafured up in 
the Lord Chrift, and we are exhorted, while run- 
ning with patience the race that is fet before us to 
lo6k unto Jefus^ Heb. xii. 2 j for as he is the author 
of faith in every believer, fo muft he alfo be the 
jinijher. I am perfuaded that believers often fufFer 
a great deal, by this device of fatan ; in this he 
transforms himielf into an angel of light, and 
while he infinuates the duty and ufefulnefs of felf- 
examination, he ftrives to fatten and confine the 
eyes of the foul, and whole attention of the man, 
to the depravity and corruption of his nature, 
I do not mean by this that believers fhould not 
look into their own hearts and praftice the ufeful 
duty of felf-examination, yea, and with the fweet 
finger of Ifraely pray that God himfelf would 
fearch their hearts and know them •, for I think it 
is impoflible for a child of God to go on in his 
fpiritual progrefs, and not be often alarmed with 
the horrid clafhing of arms, and the dreadful din 
of war, which muft neceflarily call forth his at-^ 
tention, and lead him to enquire how the battle 
goes -, but from fuch knowledge as a believer muft 
have of his own weaknefs, and the ftrength of his 
own corruptions, I would have him never to lofe 
fight of Jefus the captain of his falvatibn. What 
a child of God fees, feels, and knows of the feeble- 
nefs of his graces, and the ftrength pf his cor- 
ruptions ^ 
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ruptions, (hould keep him humble •, but from tho 
fumefs which by faith he fees, feels, and knowi 
to be in Jefus, he needs never be dejected. Fix 
the eye of your faith then my brethren oo the 
crofs of Chrift, and the way of (alvation will be 
always open before you. 

4thly, Do not think you can derive that help and 
ilrength, &c. from Chrift we have been fpeaking c^, 
but in the way of his ^pointment; if you do not 
find your hearts difpofed to ufe the means of grac^ 
if thefe ways of wifdom are not ways of plcaduc- 
neis to you, you have no good ground to believe 
that you are in Chrift at all, or do really partake 
of the true grace of God. Some get a notice in-- 
to their heads about ele&ion, and that they are 
elefted of God to everlafting life, while there yet 
appears no fcripture ligns of their effedual calling. 
It any of you are of this number you do but de^ 
ceive your own fouls, and caufe the good way of 
God to be evil fpoken of, and if a miracle of 
mercy does not prevent it, you will become brands 
for the fire of hell. That there is an election of 
I grace, none that reads the bible with attention 
f can deny i but the fame blefied word informs us 
that the en4 and means are infeparably conneAed^ 
and fuch as wsr^ fndefiinated to thi adoption tf 
cbildnn^ Eph, i. 5. are created in Cbriji Jefus unt0 
f^ood works^ which God before ordained thai tbej 
ihould walk in them^ chap. ii. lo. Therefore, give 
diligence to the ordinances of God *, be much in 
prayer, read the word of God, hear it preached, 
break bread in remembrance of Chrift's love at 
every opportunity, and oftco meditate on that love^ 
that free, fovereign, diftinguifliing love, that 
(while xpany are y^t left,; has taken hold on yoi^ 

5tWy. 
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5thly, In a word, and to conclude, be ftrong 
in the Lord^ and in the power of his mighty put on 
the whole armour of God^ but above all hold faft 
your Ihield, by this ye (hall be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the devil ; take the fword of the 
fpirit, and go on in the ftrength of Jefus, and yet 
a little while and your warfare fhall be for ever ac- 
compliftied. 

What could animate and infpire with renewed 
courage and magnanimity of mind the fweating 
warrior fo much as to hear his captain fay in words 
likethefe? " Fear not my fellow-foldiers, theday 
" is won, viftory already declares in our favour, 
'' nothing remains but to follow me on to the 
" fpoil of the field." This my dear brethren is 
your cafe, the work is done, redemption is finifh- 
ed, Canaan is poffeffed, yea heaven itfelf is taken / 
for you in Chrift your viftorious head -, be ftrong^T* 
fear not, fet your feet upon the necks of thofe 
proud afpiring lufts, pull down thofe high-places 
of Baal^ let the Lord Chrift have all the glory, 
and the happinefs is your^ 

I fhould difimifs you, but I feel my heart enlarg- 
ed, there is here a multitude of precious fouls, 
O that I knew how to fpeak a word that might 
reach the heart of each individual. Oearlh, earthy 
hear the word of the Lord, O that there might 
be a Ihaking amongft thefe dry bones, that the eter- 
nal fpirit of the living God would now breathe 
into them that they might live. Are there not 
fome here to whom I have been fpeaking parables ? 
Are not fome of you better acquainted with, and 
more concerned about, the ftate of your bodies 
than your fouls ? Well, yet a little while, and it 
will be too late to wi(h you had been wife, now^ 

nowy 
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nawy is the accepted time^ neWj now, is the day of 
fahation \ if thefe fermons you hear do not be- 
come a favour of life unto you, they will be a 
favour of death unto death. May the dear Lord 
command a'bleffing on what has been fpoken, 
and make it truly profitable to all your fouls. 
Amen, Amen. 
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MATTHEW xix, 20. 

fFhat lack I yet f X^ 

THESE are the words of one, who like 
many a proud and felf- opinionated pro- 
ifeffor, was full of himfelf, rich^ as he 
thought, and increafed with goods j but was in 
reality an utter ftranger to himfelf, as a fallen 
and weak creatyre ^ and to that pure and perfeft 
law, whofe precepts are exceeding broad, and 
concerning which,' he fcrupled not to affirm, all 
tbefe things have J kept from my youth up. There 
are feveral things remarkable in this paffage, and 
deferving of ferious attention. Jefus had many 
that followed him, from place to place -, and many 
that applied unto him from many motives, and 
very different ; fome were moved with curiofity, 
feeing the miracles which he wrought upon the 
bodies of thofe that were difeafed ; and others 
from more bafe motives flill, becaufe they did eat 
of the loaves anU were filled ; and fome attended 

to 
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to him through aperfuafion that he was the Mef- 
Jidb^ that was to come into the world. What 
moved our querift in the text to apply to him, 
has been matter of doubt amongft commentators; 
fome think he came ferioufly, to receive informa- 
tion from our Lord, agreeable to the queftion firft 
propofed, gooinafter^ what good thing Jball I do^ 
that I may have eternal life f Others think, that 
he came in a captious fpirit with an intent to 
puzzle our Saviour ; thinking from the pride of 
his heart that he was too wife to be inftrufted, 
and too holy to need an addition of any other 
virtue. However, an attention to the defcrip- 
tion given of his perfon and deportment, in this 
whole affair, may poffibly fix our Judgment con- 
cerning him, as detcrminately as is neceflary ; it 
being more immediately our concern to deteft 
the hypocrify of our own hearts, than that of o- 
thers. It feems the perfon that here came to our 
Lord was a young man j alafs ! how few of thefe 
come to enquire about eternal life ; young per- 
fons often think that religion is only fit for the 
grey-headed, and fuch as are bowed down with 
age and infirmities ; but however there is one 
young man conies to Jefus, may he be followed 
by multitudes/^ 

But it is furthermore faid of him that he was 
very rich ; it is therefore more ftrange to hear 
him talking about fpiritual things -, moft youths 
in the like fituation are throwing loofe the reins 
of fenfual appetite, and evil defire, and their chief 
enquiry is, who will /hew us any good ? Probably 
in this degenerate age, fuch indications of piety- 
would be efteemed the buddings of enthufiafm, 
the fymptoms of adiftempered brain, or the fruits 

and 
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and efFefts of gnofs ignorance. But none of thefe 
appear to be the cafe of this young man, for we 
are informed by the evangelift Luke, that he was 
a ruler, a magiftrace, and being yet young it is 
not unlikely his abilities were bright and promif* 
ing. But be this as it will, he had youth and 
riches, and if one may fuppofe his profeflions 
real, fo that he had the fear of God alfo ; one 
might almoft venture to call him the phenix of 
his age -, and would God, viewing him in this 
light, we might fee many young and rich perfons 
treading in his fteps. This young gentleman came 
to Jefus, and faid unto him. Good majier^ vubat 
good ihing /hall I do^ that I may have eternal life ? 
What good things it feems as if he fhould fay^ 
there is no talk fo arduous, no fuffering fo greats 
that I am not willing, yea defirous to do and fuf- 
fer, that I may be faved •, perhaps fome of yoa 
may be forward as he was, to make fuch pro- 
feflion with your lips, concerning whom God may 
fay as he once did of profefling Ifrael ; O that there 
were in them fuch a heart. After our Saviour had 
reproved him for calling him good^ and yet 
at the fame time difbelieved in him as God, be- 
fides whom fays he, there is none fo ; he anfwers 
to his queftion, // tb^u nvilt enl^into life keep 
the commandments It is by no iffcans to be ad- 
mitted, that our Lord here dallied with the young 
man, when fuitable to his character, and behavi- 
our at other times, he fhould have direfted him-; 
nor that he fpoke ironically, and tauntingly ; but 
that obferving the fpirit, and difpolition of the 
q-uerift, and through a prerogative peculiar to 
himfelf knowing the mlftaken conceptions of his 
heart, he prcfcribed the moft tffeftual remedy for 

the 
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the removal of his diforder, and laid before hift* 
the moft exaft rule, whereby to adjuft the work 
he feemed fo defirous to compleat and perfeft* 
One may charitably luppofe, this youth had beerf 
fingular in his life and conduft ; not running intd 
the follies, and extravagancies which too many in 
the like condition do; thereby fowing thofe feeds, 
thofe pernicious feeds, that frequently ripen into 
a mortal harveft in the midft of life, and bring 
down the grey hairs of their tender and indulgent 
parents with forrow to the grave. He probably 
had been obfervant of the rites and ceremonies^ 
enjoined by Mofes, yea it is not unlikely he had 
been kept from murder, adultery, &c. as to the 
outward and grofs afts, and therefore like Saul 
of Tarfus might think himfelf ^7j touching the rigb- 
teoufnefs of the law^ to be blamelefs ; but the want 
jof attending to that pure and holy, that exten- 
five and inflexible law, in it*s fpiritual nature j 
had betrayed him into the mofl grofs and dange- 
rous miftakes. And what is it but the like want 
of attention to this, that fome are led to talk of 
falvation without a Saviour, and to expedk mercy 
contrary to juftice ; and others in a fpirit not a- 
lien to this miftaken youth, to boafl of obedience 
in heart and iiife fully adequate and every way an- 
fwerable to th^argeft demands of the injured law 
of God. 

As the fcriptUres teach no way to life and falva- 
tion biit Jefus Chrift, as our Lord declared himfelf 
to be the only way to the father ; and as none that 
are not confcious of their own finfulnefs and help- 
leflhefs will come to Chrift, our Saviour's anfwer 
and inftruftion was the moft pertinent and ufeful 
that could poffibly have been given him ; for the 

teaclu 
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ttaching of our Lord, may be fuppofed tf) run iir 
this ftrain. " Young man thou appeareft by thy 
*' queftion to be very defirous of eternal life, I 
" am highly pleafed with all that fincerely enquire 
*' after it, it is a laudable ftudy -, thou haft heard 
'' what the law fays, do this and thou Jhalt ItvCy 
*' the juftice of God will infure eternal life on 
*' condition of perfedl obedience, but a failure in 
" that will expofe the offender by the lame juftice 
" to the curfe and penalty/' 

Our Saviour could not poflibly intend to direft 
the young man, fo to keep the commandments^ as 
that by his obedience he might obtain, that is, 
merit eternal life j feeing this would have claflied 
with the whole tenour of his gofpel, and in re- 
fpedl of all fuch, rendered his lire and death of 
no avail : but tocorreft the erroneous conceptions y 
he had formed of his own holinefs and at laft to*]p 
lead him as a poor helplefs fmner to ftek falva- 
tion in the rightcoufnefs of another. It is eafy 
to perceive what a high opinion our religious pu- 
pil here, had of himlelf ; for he fcruples not to 
affirm without any manner of hefitation, upon our 
Lord's particularizing the duties of the fecond ta- 
ble, all thefe things have T kept from my youth up '^ 
pray who amongft you here this dl^rCan fubfcribe 
,this declaration ? Jll thefa things^ not committed 
murder, adultery, not taken away by ftealth that 
which was another's, not borne falfe witnefs againft 
any, given the honour due. to parents, and exer- 
cifed the fame love and good will to another, as 
to felf ; what and at all times, from my youth up ? 
A bold affertion, having no foundation, or fup- 
port, but pride and ignorance. Pride^ in fetting 
too great a value on hi$ own imperfed fervice?, 

and 
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and ignorance ift the purity, and fpirituality of thofe 
precepts, he fuppofed he had fo perfedtly ful- 
filled. 

However^ as he had applied to the great teachef 
of mankind tor inftruftion, he will not fend him 
away ignorant as he came ; nor does he go about 
«o prove by argument, that he was miftakcn in 
himlelf ; but takes a method the mod ftiort and 
effeftual to convince hipi thereof, and as it were 
at one blow to Tap the very foundation of his de- 
pendance, and lay his towering apprehcnfions in 
the duft. One may fuppofe our Saviour upon his 
afking, what lack I yet ? addreffing him in fuch 
fort as this ; " Alafs, poor youth, thy heart dc- 
** ceives thee, thou haft been far enough from 
'* keeping all thefe things, thou haft been great- 
•* ly deficient in the duties both of the firft and 
*' fecond table ; it would be ncedlefs for me to 
*' sKTcufe thee of thy want of love to God, it will 
** fufEciently appear by bringing to the teft thy 
*' profeft love to thy neighbour as thyfelf ; if 
** thou wilt alcertain thy love to God and man, 
*' fo that thou mayeft be perfeft, do this, as the 
** proof of it, fell that thou haji^ and give to 
** the poor.** But here, his felf-righteoufnefs, 
was detected, for when he heard this, he went 
away forrowful ; was it becaufe Jefus had Vouch- 
fated to give him a full anfwer to his queftion ? 
No, but becaufe our Lord had fet too great a 
price on eternal life ; he muft fell his all to buy 
this precious pearl ; and defirous as he feems to 
have been of obtaining eternal life, yet at prefcnt 
he loved his money better. See my brethren, how 
deceitful is the heart of man. See what profef- 
fions you may poffibly make, and yet be under 

the 
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the power of a moft "dangerous delufion ; what, 
need there is for felf-exaniination ; what need to 
qome to Chrift to have our n^iftakes correfted, be- 
fore it be too late. If any man^ faith our Lord, 
love father^ or mother y wife^ or children^ lands or 
livings^ more than me^ be is not worthy of me^ and* 
if any man love the worlds fays his beloved difciple, 
the love of the father is noi in him ; this young man 
loved the world, therefore notwithftanding all his 
profeffion, was a ftranger to true godlinefs •, take 
good heed my dear hearers left this Ihould aifo be 
the cafe with fome of you. 

What lack I yet ? Being deftitute of the love 
of the father, as appears by his love of TOe world, 
what did he not lack ? Or rather what had he, of 
which had he known and feen himfelf, he had not 
feafon to be afhamed .? I fhall now, keeping this' 
young ruler in view, proceed to enquire, and lay 
before you the following things : 

. ift. What a natural man hath, of which it may 
be faid, this is good. 

2d, What a man ftiould have, to be acceptable 
to God. 

3d, By what means thefe qualifications can be 
attained. 

4th, How it will appear that a man poffefles thefe. 

5th, What muftbe the bleffednefs of luch a ftate. 

I am unwilling to fuppofe that any of my hear- 
ers this day, are of that number, who by the abufe 
of God's good creatures, deface the image of 
their glorious-^jfnaker, (already too much obliterat- 
ed) on their fouls, and degenerate into worfe than 
brute bcaftiy by the ibameful fin of drurikennefs j 
W " which 
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which to fay no worfe of it, is a grofs abtlft'*^?>f 

thole creature-comforts and enjoyments which-^Ift 

munificent donor of all our bleflings, has graci^ 

oufly given, to be received with thankfgi'vingy and 

ufed to his glory. But if there fliould happen to 

be within the found of my voice any fuch brute ih 

human form \ may he hear the word of the livirtJH 

God. " Woe unto them that rife up early in the 

*' morning, that they may follow ftrong drinK, 

*' that continue until night *, Yill wine inflanie 

*' them, and the hafp and the viol, the tabret artfl 

" pipe, and wine are in their feafts -, but they fef- 

" gard not the work of the Lord, neither c^iil- 

*^ fider the operation of his hands." If. v. 1 1, ii. 

I am alfo unwilling to fuppofe that any who are 

now attending to hear the word of God, (hould 

ever be guilty of that, to which, in my opinion 

there is the lead temptation of all the fins men 

commit, and therefore the offenders are the moft 

inexcufable ; 1 mean vain and common fwearing; 

for whereas the former^ renders a man only fit to 

afibciate with beafts, this makes him only fit for a 

companion of devils. Swear not at all^ faith the 

blefled Jefus, " Neither by heaven for it is God's 

^* throne; nor by the earth for it is his footftool; 

*' neither by Jerufalem for it is the city of the 

*' great King -, neither (halt thou fwear by thy 

" head, becaufe thou canft not make one hair 

" white or black," Matt. v. 34, 35, 36. " Nor 

" (halt thou take the name of the Lord thy God 

*' in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guilt- 

" lefs that taketh his name in vain.** 

I am willing to believe that you, to whom I am 
at this time preaching the word of the Lord, are re 
gardful of his fabbaths \ that you do not cohKdtir 'the 

reft 
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^cft you are called to on this day, as a privilege 
granted you in common with the beafts that perifh j 
a time for idlenefs, and felf-indulgence ; a day 
wherein you may delight yourfelveSi and purfue 
your own pleafures ; but that you look upon it as 
the Lord's-Day, in which you are folely to be em- 
'f)loyed in his fervice, reading and hearing his word ; 
and together with his people prefenting your pray- 
ers and praifcs unto him* But if there (hould be any 
of you, who have not fo high a regard for the 
febbath of the Lord, but can fleep it away upon 
your beds, or fpend it in Walking abroad in pur- 
suit of fenfual delights ; if you make no confci^ 
ence of planning and fcheming on his day, that 
you may execute the mpre fpeedily and effeftually 
when the tedious hours of the labbath fhall be 
over-, in all fuch cafes be affured the Lord has an 
eye to you, nor fhall you fucceed in any of your 
wilhes. The Ifraelites who went to feek manna 
on the fabbath-day found none, though on other 
days God fent it in abundance -, nor fhall ye be 
fatisfied with the defires of your Heart while >c 
lightly efteem the day of the Lord, and feek hap- 
pincfs in the labour of your own hands. 

I am willing furthermore to believe, and in 
charity I hope, that you Who are at this time in 
God's houfe, hav^ no tafle or relifh for the play- 
houfe^ and the fafhionable amufements of thcj* 
flage ; which Inflead of corredling, corrupts the ! 
morals, and fpreads infeftion where it promifes to [ 
heal. Would we fee the odioufnefs of vice, and 
be reminded of its infeparable conneftion with 
fhame and fufFering ; the facred hiflorian has de-^ 
pifted the one in colours the mofl flriking and 
difagreeablc J and defcribed the other in judg- 
W 2 menrs. 
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ments, the mod awful and alarming. Gen. vi. 7/ 
and 18, 19. Or do we wilh to fee the amiable*^ 
nefs of virtue, and its certain reward i let ua- 
Ihift the fcene, to a righteous Noah, a patient Job^* 
or a devout and God-fearing Daniel ; and whereas 
the former, are but the fiftions of man's imagina- 
tion, the latter, arc matters g£ faft, fupjjortcd by 
die veracity of God. 

Nor can I beeafily induced to believe, that you 
who pay a frequent attendance on the public or* 
dinances of God, fpend your hours and evenings 
in private at the card -table, tortured^ and tortur- 
ing one another ; or, of which, to fay the beft, 
ik fpurring on the fpeedy hours, which have already 
prepared themfelves wings to expedite their flight, 
and when once gone can never be recalled. Nor 
am I willing to be perfuaded that your hearts are 
engaged in the purfuit of any other of the falfly 
called pleafures of the world ; which however 
lavifh in the promifes oi good^ and inviting in ap- 
pearance, will at laft not only leave the deluded 
mortal that purfues them unfatisfied and empty, 
but will plant in his bofom a pricking thorn, and 
pierce him through and through with many for- 
rows. 

Now fuppofe aH this be true that I am willing 

to believe concerning you, that you have* turned 

away your eyes and ears from all thefe follies and 

vanities, from every of thefe afts of fin and dif- 

I obedience ; yet all this negative goodnefs, is but 

^ like a row of cyphers without an initial figure, 

! amounting in the account of pofitive, or real vir- 
tue, to juft nothing at all. 
You may further fuppofe the natural man, fre- 
quently reading the fcripture, the word of. God, 

which 
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SfAnch contains in it all things that are profitable for 
doilrine^ for reproofs for corrttVton^ for inftruHion 
in righteoufnefs j yet as he may read, cither out of 
feme fanciful curiofity, or as matter of duty, ancj 
for which he cxpefts to be rewarded; his praftice 
may rather be blamcable, than laudable. The 
Scribes and Pharifees, who were far enough from 
the knowledge ,of the fcriptures, or receiving any 
good influence from them; yet read them very 
frequently, but partook fo little of the fpirit thcfe 
holy writings Ihould efFeft, that our Lord calk 
them painted fepu^chers. 

. In a word, the natural man may pray, fo did 
Saul of Tarfus, and the whole fedt of the Phari«.. 
fees ; he may faft and give alms, fo the proud 
boafter in the temple fays he did ; he may m^ke 
A profeflionof faith in the Lord Jcfus, be admit- 
ted on ^ judgment of charity, a member of the 
vifible church ; all this we read of Simon-magys, 
and yet like him be in the gall of bitter nefs and the 
bonds of iniquity. As all external adtions, are but 
the effefts of fome interior caufe, they muft ne- 
ceflarily partake of Its nature ; aijd we have good 
authority to affirm, that a corrupt tree cannot bring 
forth good fruit. Hence there is no religious a6t, 
however fpecious in appcjjrance, and though ever 
fo much refembling the fpiritual exercifes of the 
truly regenerate ; that bears any more prbportton 
to them, or partakes any more of the nature of 
them, than a paihted flame to a real fire, or an 
empty fliadfe to folidity and fubfl:ance. 

There are many religious afts, which when con- 

(idered in themfelves are good, and which the 

truly pious will be found in the exercife of; fuch 

ass reading and hearing the word of God, fafting, 

W 3 pray. 
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praying, and alms-deeds, &c. but as the beff attift 
pureft liquor by being put into tainted veflcls, be- 
comes infedted and fpoiled ; fo thefe a£ts, being 
performed by unholy perfons, whofe hearts and 
confciences are defiled, have nothing in them of 
that fweet favour, that thumamata which renders 
the prayers of the faints acceptable to God, The 
Holy-Ghoft declares, the facrifice of the wicke4 
is an abomination -, none of his offerings are ac- 
ceptable, nor doth a bleffine accompany his ht- 
bours i his heart and hands being defiled, evcr^ 
thing is polluted with his touch, and the wife min 
fa^ih, the plowing of the wicked is fin^ and thefe 
not having the fear of God before their eyes, have 
the curfe of God entailed upon all their labours ; 
and >\hereas, whatfoever the man does, that fear- 
cth God pallprofper ; whatfoever thele dp fliall 
be unfuccefsful, unfatisfying. 

What lack I yet ? Said the young ruler. Rather 
w^iat had he of which he had not reafon to be 
afhamed ? Our Saviour could have told him in 
few words, if his wifdom, as the divine teacher, 
had not fuggefted a more effeftual method q^ 
fliewing him his wants •, that he lacked a heart re- 
newed by grace; a pure fountain that might fend 
forth more wholefome ftreams. This renewed 
heart as it was a principal thing this young man 
wanted ; lb it is a thing neceflary for every man -, 
for feeing, we are by nature the children of wrathy 
nothing but this can make us children of grace. 
It is not fo much to be wondered at, that a young 
perfon, full of himfclf, and rich in his own ac- 
quired righteoufnefs, fhould be ignorant of what 
|ie was, and what he wanted •, feeing,an old ruler, 
andadifciple of Jefus, when applying to the great 

teacher 
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t^^tv for inftruftion betrayed fo great ignorance, 
tlut fpiritual regeneration was a myftcry and a 
riddle to him. Verily^ verily^ I fay unto thee^ ex-- 
xept a man be born again he cannot fee the kingdom 
of God. To which Nichodemus replied, how can 
tkis be ? If it be neceffary for us to be born again ; 
if we mufl: needs be renewed in the fpirit of our 
mind, it manifefts fomcthing egregioufly wrong 
in the contexture and oeconomy ot our intellec- 
tuals ; and this thought, mufl: needs mortify the 
jiaughty fpirit of the natural man, and create in 
^Jiini an averfion to a dodtrine, that lays the ax to 
the very root of his innate pride j and which, if 
true, mufl: leave his falvation wholly and folely 
in the hands of the blefled fpirit of God. Hence 
it comes to pafs, that when the doftrine of rege- 
neration is fo plainly taught, and enforced by our 
Lord, and feconded by his apoftles and all gofpel- 
preachers •, yet man's natural pride will not fufFer 
him to fubmit to the important truth. And be- 
caufe the fcripture is too full upon the point to 
be denied, and will admit of no evafion, as to 
the necefllty of the thing ; . therefore fomething 
mufl: be fubftituted in the ftead of the real thing, 
bearing indeed its name, but as foreign to its na- 
ture, or the real thing itfelf as the eflfeft is to the 
caufe producing it ; for a reformation of life and 
manners, when proceeding from a renewed heart, 
(which is not always the cafe) is but the effe6t of 
that inward caufe. A renewed heart and mind is 
fo neceffary to give us acceptance with God, and 
to produce any works pleafmg and acceptably, 
that the latter is altogether impofllble without the 
former. 

This young ruler, and with hiip, every n?tur;il 
, .. man 
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man lacks faith in the Lord Jefus Chrift, There 
is no accefs to the father but by the fon, nor is 

^•jfbane any other name given under heaven^ but that of 
Jefus whereby men can be faved. If we attempt 
to come to heaven, and the enjoyment of the 
bleffed God another way than by thrift -, we fb 
far attempt to take the crown from the head of 
the Redeemer, to arrogate to ourfelves the glory 
that folely belongs to him, and to fubvjsrt God*s 
appointed method of falvation. When the Jews 
enquired of Jefus faying, what fhall we do that 
we may wofk the works of God ? This is the work 
cf Gody faid our Lord, that ye believe on him whom 
%e hathfent. Whoever places his own works and 
doings in the place of Jefus, as that for which, 
he is to be accepted of God, tramples the blood 
df the covenant as it were beneath his feet, and 
makes the death and fufFcrings of Chrift the Lord 
of no avail. Every Child of man that defires to 
know what good thing he muft d^ to inherit eternal 
lifcy muft be taught in fo many words, or in a 
way that fhall eft'eft the fame thing, to look to 
Jefus ; to believe the gofpel concerning Jefus, to 
expefthis all in him, and to venture his foul upon 
him. All things under the law had refpcft unto 
this lamb of God, every divinely taught Ifraelite 
looked through the (hadow of rites and ceremonies 
to this fubftance ; and the offering of faith was 
only accepted, it being impojftble without faith to 
fleafe him. 

Again, this yodng man lacked^ what we all by 
nature' lack, and which if by grace wc become not 

j^poffefTed of, ^e can neither be happy here, nor 

* hereafter, even an union with Chrift. / am the 

vine^ ye are the branches^ faid our Lord to his dif- 

^^ ciplcs, 
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jpiples, and // any man be not in me, he is caft forth 
jas a branch and is withered. Our fouls are by na- 
ture, dead in trefpafies and fins, and with hini 
alone is the well of life. As all light and heat 
come from the fun, fo all divine and fpiritual life 
is derived from jefus Chrift; for as the father 
bath life in himfeify fo hath he given the fon to have 
life in himfelf^ and that he may give eternal life to 
whomfoever he wilL The great teacher of the 
gentile woild fets it forth as a privilege peculiar 
to the people of God, that they are one with 
Jefus ; we are members of his body^ of his flefh^ 
and of his bones ; but where this union is wanting, 
men are like trees planted on' a diy and barren 
mountain, which lacking moifture, produce no 
fruit ; but wither, droop, and die. Te are^ fays 
the apoftle again, dead to the law by the body of 
Chrijiy that ye might be married to another ^ even fo 
him that is raifed from the dead^ that ye Jhmld bring 
forth fruit unto Gody where we fee all the virtue, 
all the power of bringing forth fruit to God, is 
in confequence of our union with him ; for fays 
he, without me ye can do nothing. Nor fhall we 
ever perform any religious work as we ought, 
until we perform it from a principle of love ; true 
faith works by love, and love muft be at the root of 
every pious exercife, or it will want a proper fa- 
vour to render it acceptable. Religion in every 
branch is like the rites and ceremonies of the 
jews ; a burthen which we can nfever be able to 
bear, if love does not fmooth, foften, and give a 
pleafmg relifli thereto, and all bodily exercife, all 
formality but as a ftinking, lothforne carcafe, if 
love do not animate each duty, and circulate 
through the whole devotional fyftem, as the blood 

ani- 
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animates, runs through, and adminifters prqg^ 
warmth and nourifhment to the natural body,. ,c.J[ 
might appeal for the truth of this affertion to eveiy 
unrenewed perfon in this congregation ; what 
pleafure and fatisfadion have you in prayer, either 
public or private ? May I not anfwer for feme of 
you, " fo little, that in private we never bow th^ 
** knee at all ; and when we do it in public, it. is 
*' more in compliance with cuftom, and from 
** fome notions of duty, thanpleafureor deligh);^" 
May I not add the fuffrage ot my brethren, w|y) 
will readily confefs, that in times pad they I^ 
no delight in God's ways, but like the peoplc^^j^ 
old influenced by the fame fpirit, were not want* 
ing to fay, when will the fabbath be ended that w^ 
may buy and fell^ and fet forth wheat ; but now 
blefled be God the tables are turned, you are de- 
^ring an eternal fabbath •, you wilh for ever like 
Mary to fit at the mafter's feet; you fit down 
under his Jhadoiv with heart-felt delight ^ and his fruit 
is fweet unto your tafte. O happy change ! In- 
conceivably precious falvation ! Now you can hail 
the fweet day of reft that faw the Lord arife •, you 
now fay with the pious prince of the chofen tribes, 
/ was glad when they faid^ let us go up to the boufe 
of the Lord. 

Once more, this young gentleman no doubt 
when he applied to our Lord, wore a garment 
fuited to his rank and dignity, and by which it' 
is not improbable he was known to be a ruler, or 
magiftrate •, but had he known himfdf, he would 
have feen the nakednefs of his precious foul, and 
that a garment was lacking tor this, which his pof- 
feffions could not purchafe. Every man as Job 
obferves comes naked into the world, and the 

naked- 
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rfal<fc!(Jnefs of. his body is but a fad emblem of the 
n^ked foul ; which void and deftitute of the image 
pf God, renders him unfit for an union with him, 
and cuts him off from the enjoyment of him. We 
qan never be acceptable to God, but as we are 
found righteous, for he is a holy and fin-hating 
God ; it might have been faid therefore to this 
young man, thou lackeli a righteoufnefs pure, and 
fpotlefs as the l^w of God, a righteoufnefs an- 
fwering all its large requirements, and poffcfred 
'of which, juftice itfelf in perfeft correfpondence 
,>fith the holy law, may award eternal life ^ thy 
portion. 

Except your righteoufnefs^ faid Chrift, exceed the 
righteoufnefs of the Scribes and Pharifees^ ye fhall 
in no wife enter into the kingdom of God ; they 
boafl:ed in their own holinefs, and defpifed others -, 
but yet the^r righteoufnefs was impure in the qua- 
lity, and imp^rfeft in the quantity thereof. It 
was impure in the quality, for it did not proceed 
from fai;h in Jefus Chrift, and whatever is not of 
faith is Jin •, neither did the love of God, inter- 
mixing with, and running through each duty, 
render it as the facrifice of a fweet fmelling favour. 
It was imperftd: in quantity, not like David hav- 
ing reJpeSi unto all his commandments \ but ty thing, 
mint, cummin and anife, yet neglefting mercy 
and judgment. Their righteoufnefs was well fha- 
dowed forth by Aaron's veftment, which only 
reached down to his knee, and probably intend- 
ed to admonifh the people of Ifrael, that by the 
righteou nefs of the law, no flefh could bejufiified. 
But the righteoufnefs of Chrift is a compleat 
frovering for the naked fipncr, is a glorious or- 
namental 
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jiamerital robe for the believer ; and whofoetjcr 
is not found in this, wUl have no place at tffe 
marriage fuppcr of the Lamb. ' 

Ble£ed is the many fays David, who/e iniqui- 
ties are forgiven^ and whofe fins are covered ; as 
nothing but the blood of Jefus could procure 
the former of thefe, namely forgivenefs ; fo no- 
thing but the obedience, the aftive obedienct, 
the holy life of Jefus, could efFeft the latter. His 
rightecufnefs imputed to the believer, is thaj 
which procures him admiflion into the prefence 
of the king of kings ; and gives him with boW- 
nefs to ftand before the Lord Jehovah. ^This 
righteoufnefs therefore is what every natural maa 
lacks^ and without which, fhould he miftakenly 
boaft like our young ruler, all thefe things have I 
kept from mf youth up^ he would ftill appear in 
the eyes of God lifc^ him to be but a fpccibtis 
hypocrite. Glorioxis robe ! This is fit for therri 
that dwell in king's houfes ; this is that which e- 
very believer in Jefus triumphs in, and fays, fure- 
ly in the Lord have I righteoufnefs and flrength ; 
this is the royal-robe which is appointed for the 
king's daughter to wear, the fpoufe of Jefus when 
Ihe Ihall be prefented to the king, htr cloatbing 
(hall be of wrought gold. 

All thefe gifts, qualifications, bleflings, the 
young man lacked, when alafs, he fcemed to think 
that he had need of nothing -, and all thefe are 
wanting to you who have not yet been brought 
as poor finners to the feet of Jefus, to receive the 
bleflings from his bounty. 

You are in want of a renewed heart, from 
whence may proceed a reformed life, and renew- 
ed aftions ; you want faith in the Lord Jefus 

Chrift, 
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tiirift, without which it is inlpofllble to pleafc 
God. You want an union with the head of in- 
fluence, that you may receive that difpofition, 
and power, whereby to perform aii acceptable 
fervice ; yea you want that righteoufnefs, which 
may cloath, that beautiful robe which may adorn 
your naked fouls, and fit you for thofe heavenly 
manfions he is gone to prepare. And now the' 
third and grand point of enquiry is, how may 
thefe be obtained ? Are they hereditary bleffings, 
devolving by a natural defcent upon the children. 
The fcripture fays, no j not to them that were lorn 
of blood-, but of God. We are all born children 
of wrath, fays the apoftle, and another, I was con-- 
ceived in Jin^ and brought forth in iniquity ; but 
none are born children of grace. Believing parents 
do not beget believing children in ordinary gene- 
ration ; nor do parents the mod pious and holy, 
beget children of a more graceful difpofition than 
the nx)ft abandoned and notorioufly wicked. 
Are they of the will of man ? No, the tender and' 
indulgent parent may treafure up for the darling 
of his heart thoufands of gold and filver, and a 
corruptible inheritance ; but he cannot bequeath 
any fpiritual blefling \ it is in this refpeft that no 
one has oil to give to another. The pious parent 
'V^ill ufe all poflible means, to promote the eter 
nal welfare of his offspring ; he will confider it 
as a duty incumbent upon him, to reprove, ex- 
hort, admonilh, counfel, &c. yea, he will go be- 
fore his children, and fervants in the way of duty, 
and add to precept and example, conftant pray- 
er J but after all muft fubfcribe the apoftolic de- 
claration, Paul may plants and Apollos may watcr^ 
but God muft give the increafe. We parents, may 

like 
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like the father or'the fallen race, beget iriifttir 
likenefs, fallen^ depraved creatures ; butGoda^ir. 
ly, the father of a perfedt race can remake and 
transform us into his own bleffed image. 

Cannot thefe bleffings fo neceffary to bring to 
heaven, be difcovered by learning and found outf< 
and obtained by much knowledge ? No, if anjr 
man would be wife to falvation he muft beconH! 
a fool that he may be wife 5 for God hath madi 
foolijh the wifdom of this worlds not hath any m;t(l 
by wifdom found but God. Was the preaching 
of the crofs in the days of Paul the apoftle foot 
iftinefs to the wife ? Yes, and either that preacliir 
ing of the crofs muft lofe its native fimplicity^ 
or it will meet with no better* treatment in any 
age, nor with a more favourable reception at any 
place. The rich and the poor, the wife and the 
unwife are all upon a level in the fight of God j 
'With him there is no refpeSt of perfons^ as be has 
no pkafure in ihejlrength of an borfe^ neither delight- 
eth he in the legs of a man ; fo the blooming youth, 
and the hoary head, the enthroned monarch, and 
the fliackled flave, are equally regarded by him ; 
and in refpeft to his fupreme and fovereign ma-i 
jefty are very vanity and lefs than nothing. The 
prophet in order to humble the haughtinefs of 
man, and afcribe all our falvation to God alone, 
deUvers himfelf in thefe words ; " the vifion of 
*' all is become unto you as the words of a book 
" that is fealed, which men deliver to one that 
*' IS learned, faying, read this I pray thee ; and 
" he faith I cannot for it is fealed. And the 
*' book is delivered to him that is not learned, 
** faying, read this I pray thee; and he faiths -I 
. *• am not learned," ",^\* 

Thus 
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^^^Thus is the book of God, a fealed book, and 
nmie but the lion of the tribe of Judah can open 
ihe feals, teach true wifdom, and put a finner in- 
to the poffeflion of thefe tranfcendanit bleflings. 
As the race is not to the fwift, nor the battle to the' 
ftrong, fo the blcffings we are enquiring after aref 
not to the worldly wife ; for thus it is wrhten, 
faith the great preacher to the Corinthians, / will 
dejlroy the wifdom of the wife^ and will bring to no^ 
thing the underftanding of the prudent \ and then in 
a kind of holy triumph cries out, where is the 
wife ? Where is the fcribe ? fVhere is the difputer 
of this world ? What is worldly wifdom when em- 
ployed to find out God, and the things of God, 
jf they are not revealed unto us by his (pirit ? The 
Loid Jefuson this account faid, I thank thee^ O 
father^ Lord of heaven and earthy that thou haft 
hid thefe things from the wife and prudent^ andhafi 
revealed them unto babes. I fpeak not thefe things 
to depreciate learning, but to circumfcribe it's la- 
titude-, it may be greatly ufeful when properly 
employed, and in it*s own fphere ; but Hagar 
muft not take upon her, what properly belongs to 
Sarah ; humarr pride muft not attempt to perfom 
a talk, which fbvereign wifdom claims a fole ti- 
tle to. 

But has the man of wealth and abundance no* 
prerogative, cannot thefe^ bleflings be procured for 
money ? No, fooner may dung and droft pay arr 
equivalent for the moft immenfe fumsof gold and 
jewels ; riches, though blefEngs in themfelves,, 
and for which the poffeflbr muft be accountable', 
as a talent given for improvement •, yet are fa fair 
from helping a man forward in the way to heaven?, 
that they too commonly pinion his heart' and af- 

f^^aiof]* 
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fedbions faft down to earth. The text before m 
affords an awful proof of this ; the young man 
cither had really or feigncdly a defire to obtain 
eternal liff^ but that, fell all thou baft and give to 
the poor^ difcovered and laid open his ftrong and 
indiffolvable attachment to the life that perifheth ; 
and this led our Saviour to make the following 
obfervation, how hardly Jhall they that have riches 
enter into the kingdom of God. As the falvation of 
any man is a miracle of grace and mercy i fo in 
the falvation of a rich man the prodigy is greater ; 
the fnares, temptations, allurements, and obftruc- 
tions of various kinds that ftand in the way of 
the rich, fpeaking after the manner of men, make 
their falvation impoffible •, but with God all things 
arepoffible. Therefore although in the language 
of the apoftle, " not. many wife, not many mighty, 
" not many noble are called,'* yet in the judg- 
ment of charity, fome of all thefe are called ; for. 
fahation helongeih to the Lord, and we are faved 
by grace. 

But will good works avail nothing to the obtain- 
ing thefe bleffings ? Good works willlofe nothing 
of their juft weight, in the ballance of the fanc- 
tiiary ; but who can produce good works from bad 
principles ? Make the tree good, and it^s fruit will 
be good', but to talk of good works in order to 
obtain a good heart, is like talking of making a 
good tree from the bad fruit produced by it. What 
good works can be expefted from that man, who 
as to all fpiritual exercifes is without fir engtb? 
The apoftle does not fay weak ; for a weak man 
performs fomething not exceeding the meafureof 
his ftrength ; but {^aftbenon) h^iVm^no jtrength, there^ 
fore utterly incapable of performing any aft, to 

lift 
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lift ^ feather, or remove a mountain. Befides, 
tomake a work good, there muft firft be a good 
intention ; or in other words, every gracious a6t 
(and none elfe can be pleafmg to God) muft pro-., 
ceed from a gracious principle ; but every caufe 
muft be prior to the caufed -, therefore a good 
heart to a good life ; or a renewed heart to a re- 
newed life. 

Furthermore, my friends, when you talk of 
good works, what conceptions have you of the 
law of God ? You ought to confider it as a touch- 
ftone by which the quality of metal, gold, filver, 
&c. is to be tried ; and if your good works are 
not free from all adulteration of pride, felf, and 
every imperfedtion, though you may commend 
their currency and attempt to pafs them as genuine ; 
yet will the Lord cfteem them as reprobate Jtvefy 
and rejeft them as drofs. Again, you ought to 
confider the law of God as a perfeft balance, in 
which, all your works are to be ftriftly weighed ; 
and if there be any thing ftiort of a perfeft love 
to God, producing perfeft obedience in every ftep 
in life ; the dreadful writing will appear againft 
you, as it did againft the impious Belftiazzar, 
thou art weighed in the ballance^ and art wanting. 

Moreover, could you produce an obedience in 
full tale, adequate to the utmoft ftandard of the 
holy law, this would be no more than your bound- 
en duty, and you would ftill have caufe to fay, 
we are unprofitable fervants ; nor could fuch obe- 
dience perfevered in to the end, make atonement 
for your paft tranfgrefliohs •, but you muftftill en- 
quire. What good thing Jhall I do to inherit eternal 
life? 

But it may be enquired again, cannot the preach- 
X ers' 
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crs of God's word convey thefe bleflings ? No^ 
they can only like John the baptift, point out un- 
to you the great and glorious perfon whofe pre* 
rogative it folely is to confer them ; faying with 
him, he is greater than /-, or in the words of Pe^ 
ter, t9 this man^ this JESUS give all the prophets 
witnefs % nor is there falvation tn any ether. The 
moft eminent minifters of Jefus Chrift, areJKk 
more (in refpeft to their office) tYizn ambaffadats 
of Chrijij to whom it is given to treat with finj 
ners, to publifh the fovereign edidt of their princci 
and preach in purfuance of their commiflion, the 
unfearchable riches of Chriji. In other re^edte 
they can do nothing for you, fave that in common 
with all that love the fouls of men, prefent you 
at the throne of grace in their continual fuppli- 
cations to God. Paul may plants and ApoUcsmaj 
water, but it is God mull give the bleffing of increafti 
the Lord fends by whom he will, and what he 
will he accomplifhes by the meflage they bear; 
for he is a jealous God, and will not give his glory 
to another. 

Suffer me jufl to add in a few words before I 
difmifs this particular, that there is one thing 
which a minifter of Jefus Chrifl can do^ and it is 
that kind office which I cordially would perform 
to you. When the foolifh virgins found their miC 
take, in not having prepared oil for their lamp^ 
the wife faid unto them, go to them that fell and 
bu\y but gave them no particular difeftions where' 
to be fupplied ; but my defign is to inform yoU 
where you may be fupplied at the beft hand, a5 
we commonly fay; Jefus Chrifl that defpifcd Na- 
zarene, that (Talui) that hanged man as the Jewi 
were wont in derifion to call him ^ he has all thefa 

blcf- 
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Wcflings to difpoie of, and that on the beft terms^ -j^ 
G0 and buy^ faid the wife virgins, but I fay go* 
and beg; Jcfus is a bountiful giver, he has a full 
houfe, and an open heart j ke fills the hungry with 
good things^ or if ye will go and buy, let it be 
wibout money ^ and without price. Do any of you 
want a renewed heart, that you may be delivered 
from ignorance, darknefs, enmity, &c. I, fays 
the Lord, will take away the heart of ftone^ and 
give an heart of fle{h ; his liberal hand beftows his 
bleffings freely, and in abundance ; *his charafter 
is, that he *^ gives liberally to all," this is mar- 
velloufly true in the works of nature, and the 
bleflings of providence ; he gives wifdom^ fpiri- 
tual, heavenly, and every good thing in Chrlft 
Jefus ; and this is glorioufly true in refpeft of all 
that call upon him. fVhen the poor and needy feek 
water from the Lord ; when as poor finners they 
apply to him for pardon and happinefs ; the 
barren rocks fhall iffue ftreams of confolation, and 
the parched defert become an Eden, rather than 
thefe (hall be deprived of the bleffings they want. 
Sinners wane to do fomething for acceptance, 
whereas God beftows his bleffings freely ; and 
never yet did a finner come to Jefus to obtain 
thefe bleffings from him, that wanted wealth to 
buy them; many are too rich, but none are too 
poor for our glorious Redeemer to take in. " I 
•' have been io monftroufly wicked fays the fin- 
?* ner, and my heart is fo deceitful, that I am at 
** prefent quite unfit to come to Chrift ; I can have 
** no ground of hope for acceptance, 'till I can be 
•* a little better;** Jefus accepts us not for our 
worthinefs fake, but takes poor finners under his 
care^ that he may make them faints> and render 
X'2 them 
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jtbem worthy of a place in his kingdom ; for *^ it 

^^ is not by works of righteoufnefs that we have 

** done, but according to his mercy he favcd us, 

** by the wafliing of regeneration, and therenew- 

*^ ing of the Holy Ghoft/' 

In a word, '*• .Salvation belongeth unto the 
'* Lord ; with him there is mercy, and plenteous 
** redemption -," and he that gives his people the 
bleffings of the netber and the upper Jprings ; has 
his heart difpofed, and his hand ftretched forth to 
fupply the wants of every poor (inner, that naked, 
and deflitute feeks him in his fon, for wbof^ever 
comet b to me^ I will in no wife cafi out: 

It is now time to lead your attention to the fourth 
thing propofed, that is, how it will appear that 
a man poffefles thefe bleffings ; and in the difcuf- 
fionof this particular, I (hall deliver my senti- 
ments to you in the following particulars : 

ift, A renewed heart will produce a (imilar life; 
for as a corrupt tree cannot bring fortb good fruity 
neither will a good tree bring forth bad fruit. As 
it is poffible that a man who is a ftranger to God, 
and his renovating grace, may do many things, 
(like Herod who heard John preach, and was 
feemin^ly a{Kr6ted,) which have, the appearance, 
and (hew of good •, fo it is poffible the believer 
may do fome things which in the eyes of a cen- 
forious world, may be reputed evil ; yet thefe vari- 
ous aftions, as they proceed from fuch very different 
principles, muft be equally different in their na- 
ture. A child of God may fometimes do things 
which he has much reafon to be afhamed of, which 
neither tend to promote the happinefs of his oWn " 
foul, to ftrengrhen his brethren, or bring glory 
to his God J yet as all fuch aftions proceed from 

the 



S"E R M O N XII. $-^r 

the remains of unfubdued nature, they becortjl^p 
the plague of his heart and bring forrow to h^^ 
mind •, and conftrain him to d©nfefs in the lah*- 
guage of the apoftle, ihe thing I do I allow not 5 
and there is therefore^ no condemnation to hifH^ who 
being in Chrift Jefuj^ walks not \ his converfation 
is not after theflejh^ but ajter the fpirit. When 
a man is really born of God, and partakes of true 
grace, the difires of his heart are to God, and to 
the remembrance of him ; he does many things for 
God, endeavours to do more, and defires to do 
all ; for notwithftanding all the remains of cor- 
ruption, which oftentimes bow down his foul and 
almoft break his heart •, yet his principal end 
and aim in all his converfation is, to glorify God 
with his body and fpirit which are his. 

2d. Whatever perfon believes in the Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, fuch an one will regard Chrift above 
all things ; for he finds him to be the very life 
of his foul, and the fpring of all his comfort. 
The true believer, as faid before, defires to do 
all things that may pleafe God, and has refpeSl 
unto all bis commandments -, yec he has no depend- 
ance on his duties, *' which, fays^ AdL could I per- 
" form in the beft, and moft perfedt manner, I 
*' ftiould after all hi an unprofitable fervant -, nor 
*' are thefe my Saviour." He looks to Chrift as 
his great cieliverer, by the ftiedding of whofe pre- 
cious blood he hai§ been preferved from going-iij'wn 
into the pit •, and afcribes to the free grace of God 
abounding through him, the whole of his falva- 
tion •, he acknowledges himfelf to have been faved 
freely, by grace, and not by works of righieouf- 
nefs which he has done. His dependance is ftill 
upon Chrift, that as he has been th? author, ^<> 
X 3 hfl 
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e may be the finifher of the graaaus work be-i 
gun -, he finds himfelf weak, and unable to refift 
the enemies of his foul, therefore bis eyes are P& 

the ever Lifting bills ^ becaufe from thence comes aU 
Ifisftrengtb ; it is true, fays he, / live^ yet not f, 
^ut Cbrift liveth in me, and tke life I live in /& 
fiefi) is by faith in the Jon of God. If he h^s 
l)een prtferved and kept from falliiig into pran- 
ces ^ifhonourable to his vocation, and unbecoini- 
ing his profcflion, he gives all the -glory of Itjs 
prcfervation to Jefus Chrift ; for true faith is a 
felf emptying, and a foulrhumbling thing, and 
will as naturally afcnbe both it's own exiftencc, 
and all it's fruits and effedls to Jefus, as a fpark of 
fire by it's natural and free afcent owns and ac- 
knowledges ic's parent fun. Or if having throudi 
unwatchtulnefs and negleft, fallen into fin ; he 
fees no help or fuccour for him but in Chrift,' w 
returning and reft is allhi^ Jafety ; he conceits of 
no healing but by the blood of the Lamb, nor 
ever thinks of any refuge but under the fhadow 
pf this rock, for to whom l^all I go, fays he^ thou 
haft the words of eternal life. 

Although profefling perfons may exprefs them- 
felves incautioufly and unfcripturally ; yet every 
true believer will acknowledge his help and falva- 
tion to be in Chrift; and that Chrift's faithfulnefs 
not his own, is the caqfe, the fole and glorious 
caufe of his prefervarion, and perfeverance in the 
faith of the gpfpel. 

3d. Whenever a foul is united to Chrift in con- 
fequence of faith and a new-nature, a conformi- 
ty to Chrift in heart and life will enfue ; no one 
can know fo much of the tranfcendanr excellency 
pf the adorable Redeemer, or the nxatchlefs beau- 
ty 
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ty of the bridegroom of his church, as they who y 
fee him by the light of his ownfpirit, fee him by 
An eye of faith, and tafte his fweetnefs by an 
"union with him : and none can love him but thofc 
who know him ; and fuch as know him moft will 
always iove him bcft. Religion is alwavs moft 
amiable in itlelf, moft eafy to the profeflbr, and 
jpoft acceptable to God, when it is carried in thp 
chariot whofe pavement is love ; therefore he that 
loves moft will obey beft, // a man love me be will 
keep my wovds. The word of God will be moft 
efteemed by thofe that love God moft ; and it is 
no infignificant proof ot our love to God, that 
we have a real refpefl, and value for his word. 
Holy David, than whom few of the firft-rate faints 
appear to have had more fervency of fpirit, feems 
to have had a proportionably fuperior refpedt for 
the fcriptures : thy word is dearer unto me than 
tbcufands of gold andfilver^ and again, bow jweet 
are thy words unto my tafte^ yea fwieer than honey 
to my mouth ; and defcribing one >yho is renewed 
by grace, fays, bis delight is tn the law of the Lord^ * 
and in his law doth be meditate day and night. In 
fhort, to every one that believeth^ Chnjlis pfecious^ 
his word |d^d promifes are precious^ and his very 
name is like ointment poured forth. The people of 
God are held in high efteem by a true lover of 
Chrift, thefe are his friends^ which are nearer to 
him, than a brother -, and his delight is in the 
faints and in fuch as excel in virtue. Brotherly 
love is a natural branch of divine faith, and a 
vital union with Chrift, for this commandment we 
have received from him, that he that loveth God, 
love his brother alfo. 

^th. As the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed, is 

— a pri- 
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a privilege peculiar to every believer, fo the faith- 
JFui in confcquence thereof, obtain a good degree 
of boidnefs when brought to the tell of G6d*s moft 
holy law -, for in tbis^ the largeft requirements 
thereof are fully anfwered ; Jefus by his a6tive 
and pafuve obedience^ has magnified the law and 
made it honourable ; this cxaft and copfummate 
obedience, he paid as the furety of believing fin- 
ners \ therefore they in him are accepted as per- 
feftly righteous, being made the rigbteoufnefs of 
Cod tn him. 

The believer glories not in any thing bqt this, 
thai the Lord is now his hufband j that he lives in 
him, by him, and through him ; he glories in his 
name, rhe LORD our rigbteoufnefs^ he glories in 
his work, thou Lord baft wrought all our ivorks in 
us^ and he glories in the donation of himfelf to 
God, fayinp;, I am the; Lord's \ others indeed have 
too long had the dominion over me, but I am thine. 
Thus it will appear that a man pofleffes thofe blef- 
fings the young ruhr Iccked^ when humbled in his 
ova eyes he gives al! the glory of what he is, has, 
ind hopes to be, to God alone \ v/hen his lips and 
life fpeak the fame language, the language of 
Canaan, and while a fojourner on earth, he has 
hisconverfation in heaven, and his fellow/hip with 
the father^ and with his fon Jefus Chriji. The 
blelTednefs of fuch a ftate, is too gre'at for langu- 
age to defcribe, or heart conceive ; which I think 
will appear when in the laft place I lay before you 
\n a few inftances wherein it doth confill. 

lit, It is faid, " Becaufe the children were par- 
*' takers of fiefh and blood, he Hkewife alfo him- 
" felf took part of the fame, that through death 
*^' he might delUoy him that had the power of 
■ • ^ ' " death 
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" death that is the devil, and deliver them who 
*' through the fear of death were all their life- 
" time fubjeft to bondage." Now to be faved 
from the fear of death, is a blefling not to be pur- 
chafed at any price ; is a freedom which a man 
cannot obtain, although he would give all the 
treafures of his houfe to compafs it. They beft: 
know the greatnefs of this blefling, who have 
known the terrors of an accufing confcience, and 
the fore chaftifement of a wounded fpirit ; the 
Jiing of death is Jin^ and when the common enemy 
attacks a poor.fmner armed with this dart, what 
inconceivable anguifh feizes upon the foul ! Such 
a one feels what is infupportable, and finks beneath 
a diftrefling fear of worfe ; his friglited imagina- 
tion, now fruitful in every kind of terror, fcalej 
the dreaded tribunal of the righteous judge, and 
feems to hear the irrevocable fentence pronounced^ 
depart thou curfed into everlajling fire^ and feems 
to feel in fearful expeftation the fiercenefs of thofe 
flames which never ftiall be quenched. Now to 
be delivered from all this weight of woe, and to 
experience what the apoftle calls vibiory^ given 
us through our Lord Jejus Chriji ; muft be a ftate 
of bleflednefs which every one that thinks at all, 
muft wifh to partake of; but which none can pof- 
fefs but in and through the mediator. 

2d, Where there is a heart renewed by grace^ 
and an union with Chrift, there is a comfortable^ 
fenfe of his fQ^|v^"g , ^9^ 9 > ^^^ ^he believer can^ 
nowTTtTS^worok oF the prophet, fay, " O Lord 
" I will praife thee, for though thou waft angry 
*' with me, thine anger is turned away and thou 
'^ doft comfort me.*' This ftate yields abundance 
of peace, fpiritual peace, fuch as a firanger inter^ 

medletb 
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midUtb not witb^ fuch as paptb all undtr^andtug \ 
for now the dark providences of God are light 
about him : " light is fown for the righteous, and 
** gladnefs for the upright in heart -/'and the bar- 
ren rocks and parched defarts pour out unto him^ 
full ftreams of living water. He has now receiv* 
cd the huffing of pardon from the Lordy and there* 
fore has peace with God through our Lord Jefu$ 
Chrift ; and righteoufnefs from the Cod of bis faU 
vation^ and can now come wiib boldnefs to the tbrone 
ofzrace. His comforts and delights are of a 
j^iritual nature, nor depend upon the mutables 
and uncertainties of perifhable things ; but flow 
from a pure, unchangeable, and inexhauftiblc 
fpring ; the jay of the believer is unfpeakahle^ and 
Jull of glory \ he is delivered from tormenting, 
condemning fear, for ** he hath not received thic 
•* fpirit of bondage again to fear, but the fpirit cf 
•• adoption,** and the joy of tbe Lord is bis Jtrengtb. 
If at any time his joys are eclipfed by fome inter- 
vening cloud, fo that heavinefs comes upon his 
foul, and caufes his comforts to ebb ; yet the 
heavenly wind, the blefled fpirit of God difEpates 
^nd fcatters it here and there, and the refreftiinc 
rays of the uncreated brightnefs again make glad 
the heart ; Juch " heavinefs may endure for a 
** night, but joy cometh in the morning.** The 
joys and fatisfaftions of an hypocrite are but like 
the crackling of thorns, but thefe things faith 
Chrift have I fpoken unto you, that your jay 
might remain in you^ and that your joy might be full 
We may add to all the happinefs peculiar to 
this ftate in the prefent life and for the prefent 
; time -, that lively foul-animating hope, of greater, 
y* and more fubftantialfeiicity t o be en j o yed here- 
after 5 
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after-, for •^cye hath notfeen, ear hath not heard, 
^* nor hath it entered into the heart of man to 
^* conceive what God has prepared for thofe that 
*• wait for him/* The believer's hope is faid to 
be full of immortality^ that is, nothing iefs than a 
glorious never-ending life, fpent in the fweet frui- 
tion of God, is the objedt of his wiflies, and that 
on which his heart and eyes are fixed ; he is faid 
to be ^' looking for that blefled hope, and the 
*^ glorious appearing of the great God, even our 
^' Saviour Jefus Chrift/' 

The hope of the believer is called a lively hope ; 
intimating that it influences the foul, and excites 
to exercifes of vital holinefs •, and leaves not the 
pofleflbr in a ftate of fpiritual de?th while he pra- 
feffes yet to live -, hut reprefenting to his view, 
the glories of the invifible world, and like He- 
zekiah Ihewing him the treafure houfe of the Re- 
deemer, &c. he is hereby led on to the praftice 
of holinefs, and expefting to fee Jefus ** as he 
*' is, to purify himfelf as he ispure/- The ob- 
jeft of this hope is, " an inheritance, incorrupti- 
" ble, undefiled, and that fadeth not away," and 
infinitely tranfcends in worth and excellency all 
this world can boaft ; and when compared with 
which, fink in the eflimation, and dwindles into 
nothing and vanity. 

And yet once more, O comfortable thought ! 
All this bleflednefs the believer enjoys in the pre- 
fent life, is but a prelude to, a foreftate of, that 
f' exceeding and eternal weight of glory,'* re- 
ferved for him in heaven. In this frail ftate fo 
full of imperfeftion are we in our renewed con- 
dition, that the ftrongeft faith has it's ebbs and 
I1qw3 in the joyous fenfarions it affords ; but the 

beatific 
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beatific vifion will be fubjeft to no fuch mutations 
and flu6l:uations -, *' at God's right hand there are 
*' plcafurcs for evermore.** No more complain- 
ing of hard hearts, no remaining unbelief to dark- 
en the evidence, and diftrefs the foul ; no more 
clouds and darknefs, fears, or diftrufts -, but an 
uninterrupted ftream of living water will yield a 
full fupply for the inhabitants of the new Jerufa- 
Urn ; perpetual accefs will be given them to the 
tree of life, with full liberty to take of it*s deli- 
cious fruit, " whofe leaves are faid to be for the 
?* healing of the nations." 

Upon the whole, if any of you fhould think 
yourfelves like this young felf-jufticiary tobeper- 
fedt and lacking nothing ; there is much caufe to 
fear you like him are in want of all things. What 
fay you ? Becaufe you are no drunkards, fwearers, 
or fabbath-breakers, do ye imagine ye are in 
need of nothing ? Becaufe you do not fpendyour 
evenings at the play-houfe, or at the card-table, 
that you lack nothing to recommend you to the 
the divine favour ? Will a form of religion pafs 
with God for vital chriftianity ? No, eveiy fpe- 
cious hypocrite muft be alhamed of his hypocrify 
cither here or hereafter ; and the formal profeflbr 
muft be taught that without the faving knowledge 
of God in Chrift Jefus he will be rejeded with 
an I know ye not. You fee in the inftance of this 
young man, how our hearts may deceive us •, fb 
that when we are ready to conclude concerning 
ourfelves that all is well with us, and we are in 
lack of nothing; yet in reality, and in the eyes 
of him that thoroughly underftands us, we are in 
want of all things. What need there is therefore 
pf fclf examination, and inftead of faying in a 

vain 
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vain confidence, what lack I yet ? How much ra- 
ther fhould we come to Jefus in the words of king 
Hezekiah, (acknowledging our poverty and di- 
ftrels,) Lord undertake for me. Untill Chrift by 
his fpirit is formed in your hearts, you are in want 
of all things ; you want the primum mobile^ 
^' without faith it is impoflible to pleafe God,*' 
and all your works not enlivened by the fpirit of 
God, are but a dead carcafe, odious and detefti- 
ble in the eyes of a pure, holy, and fin-hating God. 
To conclude, " If Chrift be in you the hope 
" of glory, if Chrift dwells in your hearts by 
" faith, what do ye lack ?" In him " ye arecom- 
" pleat,'' in him " ye have righteoufnefs and 
*' ftrcngth. All is yours, when ye are Chrift's, 
" and Chrift is Gods." What remains for you, 
but to walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 
are called, " denying ungodlinefs and worldly 
'* lufts, living foberly, righteoufly, and godly in 
'^ th'sprefent world; looking for that blefied hope, 
*' and the glorious appearing of the great- God 
'' and our Saviour Jefus Chrift. Gird up, my 
" brethren, the loins of your mind, be fober, 
" and hope to the end, for the grace that is to 
" be brought unto you at the revelation of Jefus 
" Chrift." You need not be afraid to fell all that 
you have, whofe portion the Lord is •, for all your 
wants fliall be more than fupplied from his abun- 
dant fulnefs. " Set your afFedion on things a- 
" bove, let your converfation be in heaven, let 
" your lights fo ftiine before men, that they fee- 
*' ing your good works may glorify your father 
" which is in heaven -, for the Lord will give 
*' grace and glory, and no good thing will he 
" withold from them that walk uprightly. 
P I N I S.. 
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As hy one man Jin enured into the tuorldj and death fy 
Jtn, fo death pajfed upon all men^ for that all have 
Jinned. Rom. v. 12. 

All we like Jheep have gone ajlray^ and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. If. liii. 6. 

David defcribeth the hlejfednefs of the man unto nvhomG^d 
imputeth righteoufnefs nuithout avorks, RoiQ« iv, 6* 
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I PRETEND not. to fet the fubjcaof the fol- 
lowing fheets in fo ftrong and clear a light, 
^s that perfons who are difpofed to cavil, may not 
cenfure feveral things as being obfcure^ incorrect, 
injudicious. Sec. &c. feeing no writer^ facred or 
profane, has ever yet been fo happy as to efcape 
the cenfure of fome, who have conceived of, and 
viewed things in a light different from himfelf. 
And fliould the charge of obfcurity, &c. lie ever 
fo full againft me, and that in the judgment of 
the moft candid and judicious 5 I pretend neither 
to infallibility, nor the deepeft penetration ; I 
judge according to the ftrength of the evidence 
I have, and fpeak and write according to my 
judgment ; I may miftake, and who is infallible. 
Few or none are bold enough to deny this awful 
truth, that they are finn^rs -, though it muft be 
acknowledged too few feemfenfible of the evil of 
fm, and the dangerous condition they are brought 
into by it •, but forafmuch as we are thereby left 
liable to be loft, and eternally ruined, it certain- 
ly becomes (at leaft every thinking perfon) feri- 
oufly to enquire into, the means of deliverance, 
add rcftoration to the forfeited favour of his ma- 
a ker: 
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ker. I prefume every man finds in himielf a ftrbxtg 
propenfityto evil, and the belt of'^ki^A^^have 
caufe to complain that it is too often, and tdodmt^ 
prefent with them. Whether this proneneis to 
evil, is owing to fome default in our nature^ and 
may be confidered as a corrupt ftream ifluing from 
a poifoned fountain ; or the efFeft of habit and 
evil cuftom, is a point that ever has, and yet muft 
remain undetermined, if we attend not to the 
Vord of God, as the beft and fureft guide to truth. 
In this perfuafion therefore, that the book of God 
is the book of truth, and that we are taught 
therein theotherwife inexplorable myfteries.of fal- 
vation ; I have principally had an eye unto it, in 
order to conceive aright of fin's nature and ma- 
lignity, the manner of our deliverance from ir, 
and the means of our reconciliation, and reilora- 
tion to the divine favour. The brief account id- 
lowing of the imputation of fin and of righteouf- 
nefs, is not fo much intended as an anfv«rer to any 
thing that has been wrote or publifhed on the fub- 
jcct, as a plain fcriptural account of the rcafon 
^ and manner of our becoming guilty (^r ^ei/rg con- 
^Jiitutedjinners^) by Adam, and our being, made, 
, , {or confliiuted rigbuous) by Chrift. Rom. v. 19. 
[ * and I doubt not, but th? fubjedt has (6 ftrong a 
foundation in the holy fcriptures, as to be capa- 
ble of receiving much greater light and confirma- 
tion by fome abler pen. 

I hope the reader will excufe me for throwin^^ 
a few lines into the margin of fome pages, by 
way of illuftration of fome fcriptures, and to 
confirm my own fentiments by the authority of 
a few noted writers > this appearing to me more 
eligible, than to interrupt the thread of difcourfe, 

dr 
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lorbreak into an argument However this fub- 
jedimayrfce handled by any writer, br regarded 
fay? chofe who read thereof^ ic is certainly in it- 
felfvery important and interefting ; to know that 
we arc finners, and bear a conviftion in our bo* 
fom of our loft and ruined ftate thereby, is ab-^ / 
folutely neceflary in order to bring us to Chrift, for^.^ 
the whole need not a pbyjician^ and there is no other 
name befides that of Jefus Chrift ^/i;^ii under hea-- 
ven among men whereby we can befaved. And how 
joyful the found of the gofpel is, and how beautiful 
upon the mountains the feet of thofe who publifh it 
arey jsl poor Magdalene, or a trembling, frighted 
jailor can beft tell ; but kappy are the people that 
know the Joyful found. 

If what the following ftieets contain on this fub-^ 
je£t, Ihall through a divine blefling be made ufe- 
ful to any who read them, for inftruftion or edi* 
fication ; the end and defign of writing and pub* 
lifhing them will be anfwered. If the reader is 
brought more low and humble in his own eyes, 
led to depend on Chrift as his only Saviour, to 
value above all things his blood and righteouf- 
nefs, I doubt not but he will enjoy a happinefs 
while here on earth, which a ftr anger intermeddletb 
not withy which aftranger tohimfelf and the Lord 
Chrift is neither capable of receiving, nor has any 
relift for ; and being found at laft " having on 
" that righteoufnefs which is of God by faith,** 
will appear with boldnefs in the prefence of God, 
and be ** accepted in and through the beloved/* 

^ Halifax, May 16,1766. TitUS Knight* 
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?^3>#«('^0 impute, in the holy fcripturc, is^ ift, 
'^ T IT To charge to a pcrfon's account his ^ 
k >#?f'^ own fafts, good or bad ; be ibat bringC^'^ 
^^ "-^ e$h mi an offering unto tbe door of tbi 
tabernacle of tbe congregation before tbe Lord^ blood 
fhall be imputed unto that man^ Levit. xvii. 4. and 
the zeal of Phineas, was imputed to bim for rtgbtt" 
oufnefs unto all generations for evermore^ Pf. cvi 31. 
In the fornler of thefe inftances, difobedience and 
wickednefs (in the hebraifm blood) is faid to be 
imputed to Ihe offender ; in the latter, pious ze^l 
is faid to be imputed to the prieft of the Lord, 
for righteoufnefs. Or 2d, To charge to the ac-^ 
count of one perfon the good or bad aftions of 
^nqtheTj fo^that he to whofe account fuch adionajf 
are placed becomes intereftedin their confequences 
good, or bad. So the wickednefs of Achan, who 
tranfgrefled in the accurfed tbing^ w^ fp imputed 
a ^ CO 



to his whole family us to involve them in tbc faint 
niin and dcftruftion with himfclf. JdlhvWi. i^i 
And God promifed to be with, to bicfs aiia'Sftll- 
tiply the feed of Ifaac far Abrabam*s fake^ Gen; 

i^^ xxvi. 24. 

Moreover, to impute iis ufed, ift, either in oe 

evil fenfe ; as when fome bad aftion is afcribcd to 

^ perfon as done by him, and for which he i^ 

• efteemed culpable, tho* innocent, as was the cafe 

^'of Ahimelcch the prieft who being accufed of 

abetting David in the fuppofed confpiracy ^gainft 

his f*oyal mafter, faid, let not the king impttte awf 

iltng to bis fervant^ i Sam. xxii. 15. Or 2d, in 

a good fenfe. Either ift, when the guilt of fomc 

bad aftion, is not afcribed or imputed to the of- 

j fender for any reafon, as Shemei befought David, 

< let not my Lord impute iniquity unto me ^ 2 Sam. xix. 

JO. or as David defcribes the man ileffed to whom 

t^e Lord will not impute fin^ Pf. xxxii. 2d. Or 

ftd, when the benefit and effeft of fome laudable 

adion, is afcribed to him that merited it not, for 

reafons without, and apart from him ; fuch is the 

cafe of him, to whom God imputeth rigbteoufnefs 

without works^ Rom. iv. 6. 

J 2d, This aft of imputation tho- differently ex- 

'•prefTed in the englilh tranflation of the bible, yet 

■ ; bears the fame import •, and in the original tongues 

;: both of the old and new teftament, is moftly ex- 

l'- prefled by one and the fame word. In thefe paffages 

" of the old teftament, we read accounted^ Deut. 

ii. II. 20. 1 Kings X. 21. If. ii. 22. In thefe and 

fuch like, we read reckoned. Numb, xviii. 27. 23. 9. 

Pf. xl. 5. thy thoughts^ imputations^ ^c. And in thefe 

we read, imputed^ Levit. vii. 18. 17. 4. &c. Yet in 

^ the above places under the different expreffions, 

accounted^ 
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Mi;ccunteiy reckoned^ impuPed^ we have one and the 
fat^c original hebrew word (hhafhab.) In the new . 
tcflaoient likewife, vrt re^d accounfed, orcouniedj 
Rom viii. 36. i Cor. iv. i Gal. iii. 6. and reckoned^ 
Luke xxii. 37 Rom. iv. 4, 9, 10. Alfo in thefe 
and others />»/>«/^^, Rom. iv. 11, 5, 13. James 
ii. 23, &c. In all which paflages, tho* diverfly ^ 
rendered by the tranflators, yet we have the iamc 
original greek \0ord (logizomai) in its varied forms^ 
Hence we may obferve, when God is faid not to 
impute fin, it is in the amount to fay, he does not 
reckon fin to fuch an one, or put fin to his ac- / 
count, that he ftiould deal with him as a finner.T* 
And on the contrary, when God is faidtoimpute. 
righteoufnefs, it is nothing lefs than to fay, he 
reckons righteoufnefs unto him, or puts it ta his 
account, fo that he looks upon him, and treats 
him as a righteous perfon, or as one poffeft of 
righteoufnefs. This zd: of imputation, or non- 
imputation is fpoken of no lefs than eight times 
in the eleven firft verfes of the fourth chapter? 
to the Romans -, where, tho* differently exprefled 
by the words counted, reckoned, and imputed, • 
yet the fenfe is the fame, and the greek work from \ 
whence they are rendered, is the fame in all. i 

3d, The fcripture holds forth the aft of impu- 
tation* three different ways, that is, in refpeft to 
the fqbject thereof, and the perfons concerned, 
therein. As to the fubjeft, it is^/r, and rigbte- 
oufntfs. The perfons concerned therein, are, 
Adam and his feed, and Chriftand his feed. More . 
particularly, ill. The imputation of that one fin7> 
in which Adam tranfgreffed by eating the fruit of 
the interdifted tree, to all his pofterity, of whom 
he was the reprefenutive, and federal head in the 

firft 
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firft covenant, ad, The imputation of the fins 
of the cleft to the Lord Jefus Chriftj as their 
furety, and head of the fecond covenants . 'gd. 
The imputation of the righteoufnefe of Chnft, 
that is J his adlive and paffive obedience to all who 
■^ believe in him. 

Imputation in the firft of thefe fenfes, is what 
we commonly call original fin ; a doftrinje maintain - 
ed by the orthodox in all ages and places -, and 
which has a fufficient foundation in the fcriptures, as 
(1 truii) will be manifefted in the following chap- 
ter ; but dpnied and rejedted in whole or in part, 
formerly- by Pelagius and his followers, and at 
prefent by the difciples of Arius, Socinius, and 
Arminius ) under which three clafles may be com- 
prehended a great part of the ejiabli/bed cJhurrbmen, 
and modern djjfentersy >vho with one confent make 
their boaft of a new lights and take to themfclvcs 
accordingly the name of n^w lights. Nor are 
the people called Methodifts^ much more ortho- 
dox in this tenet, the leader of which fe6t affirms, 
in words to this amount, that all the evil brought 
on the pofteriry of Adam by his tranfgreflion in 
, the garden is totally removed and taken away by 
*^L Chrift, fo that none can be held obnoxious for 
his fm, much lefs be expofed to fuffer on the 
account of it. Imputation in the fecond fenfe a- 
bovementioned, refpefts Chrift as the finneHs 
furety, bearing their fins in his own body on the 
tree, and fuffering in their ftead the demerit of 
• pheir offences. This dofkrine alfo, is denied and 
oppofed by the Arians^ Socinians, and Ne'ia-ligbts 
of the prefent age ; but is fo well fupported, 
and guarded by the facred writers, that their 
writings themlciyes muft be rcriounced e'er this 
• ' KH^h 
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tru<h can be overturned. Some are fo well awtfnt' 
of this, that cragiplifig upon all the pretended, 
authority of the biblp, they treat the whole of 
it's contents as a cunning deviled fable; and in' 
fo doing, while they attcn^pt to weaken and in-, . 
validate the facred pext, do but the more corro-?^ *'''* 
borate and confirm it, by fulfilling the prediftions.> 
of the infpired pen-men, 2 Pet. i. 16, 2, i.- 
Imputation in the third fenfe, notwithftanding it, 
has a good foundjation in the word of Gqdi as I 
hope to majke evident ; yet >vant3 not oppofrna,* 
even from thpfe, who in many other refpedt^.fecnl' 
to hold the tryth as it is in Ji^fus, , . [ 

4th, The comrnou objedtioh th^t Ue$ againft 
the firft imputation is, that it carries an afpjetcSt of 
injuftice in the divine being, in punifhing the in- 
nocent offspring of a nocent parent ; and of 
cruelty in dealing with harmlefs infants, as adult 
o^enders. Hence the dodtrine it refpefts altho' 
confirmed both by the articles and homiltes of the 
church of England, and fubfcribed by the aflem- 
bled divines at Weftminfter •, yet is efteemcd by 
many of the dcfcendants of both, as Au::uftini 
jfigmentum, and difregarded as though it had no 
place in the writings of the apoftles and prophets. 
Theobjeftion raifed by the Socinians, New-lights, 
&c. againfl- the fecond imputation is, that it is 
irrational and abfurd, it being impofTible to makef 
a transfer of guilt from one fubjedt to another 5. 
and becaufe the whole doftrine of atonement lies 
out of the reach of natural conception, it islook-- 
ed upon as abfurd, and often treated with con*| 
tempt. It is objefted to the third imputation,* 
either, ift. That it is unfcriptural, no mention 
being made by the ^poftle of any thing hutfaith^ 

being - 
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being imputed for righteoufnefs, or 2d, That it 
is. 9 doNStiine attended with very da ngerous and 
pernicious confequences ; as leading men to^5^" I 
regard all holinefs in themfelves, by fixing their 
attention on the holinefs and righteoufnefs of ano- 
ther. It is propofed to confider the truth of thefe 
dodrines, in a brief and familiar fon in the fol- 
lowing chapters, with a fpecial regard to the ho* 
ly fcriptures ; and to touch upon the abovemen- 
tioned objeftions in order to obviate and clear 
what feems difficult and obfcure ; and I Ihall en- 
deavour at the fame time to edify the readcfrt' 'by 
leading him to fome fuitable refleftion oti^eiKrhs 
headf and to make fome falutary ufes dtkh^ 
Whole^ 



CHAP. 11^ 
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CHAP. II. 

GO D fai(]^| let us make man after cur 
im^ge, after our likenefs. Gen, i. 26, 

There is a fourfold image of God fpoken of in 
the fcriptures; the firft is in reference to thq 
Jl.ord Chrift who is calM /^^ image of the invu^^ 
JbU God^ Coloflf. i, 15, The fecond refpefts 
Adam, who is faid agreeable to the text cited a- 
bove, to have been made in the image ofGod^ ch* 
V, I. The third is the regenerate, who are faid 
to be renewed in knowledge after ^^^ image of him 
that created bim. ColofT. iii. jo. The fourth re- 
fpefts man in the relation of a hulband, who is 
faid to be the image and glory of God^ in the rela- 
tion he bears to his wife, and fbe the glory of the 
man. I Cor. xi, 7. Jefus Chrift the fon of God, 
is the effential image of God, being one with, 
and perfedtly equal to the father. Adam was what 
fome have called the accidental image, whofe 
likenefs and fimilitude, was unequal and imper- 
fed, as to his nature, ftate, and qualifications. 
The regenerate bear the fpiritual image of God, 
as they are ep4v»ed with fupernatural gifts and 
graces. And a hiufband is the authoritative image, 
in refpeft of the power given him over his 
wife. 

2d, We may not think the image of God in 
which Adam was made confifted in a participation 
of the divine nature, or that npian was by nature 

apof. 
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being imputed for riffhteoufnefs, .ivine, or as the 
is a doarinc aycodef wiA vpr la^qug^J^arti' 
pernicious confequences; ^ nagein tKik'^riunent U 
regard all holinds in th^' ^ative of Chrift, who is 
attention on the holinr ,n\^t of the invifible God, 
then It is propolcd ;^/Sble for man to rife unto, 
dodrines, in a wiif ^Jrc cannot poilibly partake of 
lowing du^tcrSy Xsre indeed faid to be wade par- 
ly fcriptareiv»_j^*>/ »^/ar^, .2 Pet. i. 4, but this 
tioncd 0^*^/'^^^ formal^ and 

what fccmyy^fpation \ . but analogical, accidental, 
rfffavAiiir'^IP^i by rcafon of thofc holy tempers, 
leadirr i^j^ "analogous to the divine nature pro- 
heal* j^> us by the agency, and gracious opera- 
** ^g tht holy fpiric, agreeable to which, wc 
^li to be conformed to the image of God, 
j^^ Nor did the image of God in which Adam 
J^ created confift in fomc particular form of body, 
*l neas chc opinion of old of the Antbropomor^biies^ 
'ifio fuppofed that God was in the (hape and figure 
/ pf man ^ we cannot but acknowledge, that as man 
va'i appointed lord of this lower world, there is 
fomething noble, and majeftic in the form and con- 
tcixture ot his body -, that as it was intended to be 
the receptacle of a foul, fo vaftly fuperior to, and fo 
eirencially diftinft from the inferior creation, fo 
the organized body Ihould be different in it's 
form, and properly difpofed toferve the ends and 
purpolcs of the better part.*. Nor do the holy 

fcrip. 



* The heathen poet has elegantly fet forth the ftatelinels 
and retflituJc of m.in, 

Pronaque cum fj)e<5lent animalla cxtera terram, 
Os hoaiir,i fublimc dedit, cakimque tueri 
JiilUc, et crc^los ad Gdera tollcre vultus. 
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fcrlptures intend to teach us that God has pirti 
^ and'pafliohs, &c. like mah, for whenever humait 
members are. attributed to the divine being, it; is 
only by antbropopeia^ and not to be undcrftood 
properly and fbrnially, but figuratively, and ana- 
logically. 

4th, The image of God in which Adam was 
created, confifted efpecially in three things > ift>/ 
nature^ 2d, the reHitude of nature^ 3d, in ^ftatin^ 
of bappinefs^ which was founded on, and flowed 
from both the former, ill. From his nature^ as 
to thfe fpirituality, and immortality of the foul, id. 
From the re ffifuJe of nature^ which confifted in 
original righteoufnefs ; and from hence he was 
inverted with power and dominion to rule the 
lower parts of the creation. The firft part of this 
image pertained to the fubftance of the foul, viz. 
fpirituality, immortality, and incorruptibility ; as' 
dfo to its faculties, the underftanding^ and freedom 
of will ; whichthings eminently and moft perfeft- 
ly agree to God^ Whence man, even after h^ 
had fallen by fin, and defaced the image of God 
in other rcfpefts, yet is obferved to retain it irt 
this, James iii. 9. And Gen. ix. 6. homicide is 
prohibited for this fpecial reafon, becaufe man was? 
made in the image of God. The fecond part of 1 
this image pertains to the reStitudeof nature^ which \ 
is ufually called original righteoufnefs^ becaufe, mart | 
was ptYfeftly righteous when created, and firft i 
coming from the hand of the alwife artifl:. This 
original right eoufne Is ^ in which Adam was created, 
muft comprehend in it, a clear underflanding^ a 
holy wil!^ and perfeft reftitude in the affeSlions^ 
and fuch harmony, and regularity fubfifted through- 
put the whole man, that the memierfoi the body 

were 
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wetc fubfcrvicnt to the affeStionSj the ageffhm tH 
the wiU^ and the will to the leading And<lHf^<&ing 
faculty nafon. ...... 

Man thus formed upright and innocent was 
pleafing in the eye of his maker, for- " God faW 
** every thing that he had made, and behold it 
C4 ^as very good," Gen. i. 31* But ah I what 
ruin, what wafte, what devaftation hath fin brought 
into the world in general, and into this microcojm^ 
man, in particular! More than egypttan dark- 
Defs hath covered the underffanding^ pervcrfenefs 
and rebellion inftigate the wil/^ and the afftiftons^. 
like the untameable rabble of a giddy crowds run 
headlong on, and throw off all reftrainc As 
when there was no king in Ifrael every man did 
that which was right in his own eyes, fo it is in 
the foul of a lapfed finner •, his jdate is an anarcbj 
ftone bears rule,none fubmits,all rule and none obey* 
Furious paflions break thro* all that oppofes, and in- 
fatiable, and ungovernable defire, hurries the man 
prepofteroufly on, and never fays it is enough. 
Wretched man in this his fallen condition, tho* 
made to govern others, is unable to govern him- 
felf, and refufes fubjedion to the righteous law 
of his maker, for whofe glory he was chiefly 
made, and to whoni obedience was not only a 
debt the creature owed, but whofc happine/i alfo 
was infeparably connected therewith, and conj^lled 
in the difcharge of. Thus ** man, continued not 
" in honour,*^ but became like unto the beafb 
that perifti. 

5th, Soclnus and his followers, have generally 
* oppofed this g^art^^ Adam*s iigajge, in order to I 
. overthrow the wKolc dioHrine of original fin. So- | 
cihus himfelf acknowledges that man in his firft 
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^Di-elfction had not that dorruptioh of nature which 
|siiit4i»an^s nature now ; but denies that there was 
that wifdoWy bolinefs^ and re£iUude^ we fpeak o4 
free from rebellion and diflention, of appetite and 
reafbn* So that the image of God he and his follow, 
ers place folely in the dominion given to Adam; 
But the fcripture makes it manifeft, that Adam 
was created in rigbteoufnefs and true holinefs. ift, 
Adam was created right zx\Agood\ " God faw the 
" things which he had made, and they were all 
>' good, very good." Gen. i- 31 alfo, " God 
" made man (haadam) upright, but he hath fought 
** out many inventions,*' Eccle. vii. 29. This 
goodnefs God approves muft neceflarily refpeA 
the moral neftitude of his foul, without which, 
as he could not be difpofed duly to ferve God, and 
hereby anfwer the prime end of his creation, fb 
neither could his divine and holy maker poflibly 
have been pleafcd with him. That uprightnefs in 
which God created Adantj as it ftands oppofed in 
the text to the vain reafonings, and inventions of 
men, now fallen, muft needs be underftobd of the 
perfed: ftate in which man was created. Again, 
fuch as the image is, which is reftored to us by 
grace, and will be perfected in us by glory \ fuch 
it behoved that to be, which man was a partaker 
of by nature ; becaufe the revocation is made 
ju^ciaiimaginem creator is. i. e. to the itfiage of him 
that created^ Coloff. iii. 10. which image confifts 
in the illumination of the mind, and the fandifi- 
cation of the will ; whence we are faid, to be 
" transformed, by the renewing of our mind," 
Rom. xii. 2. and " to be renewed in knowledge,** 
to be conformed to God in rigbteoufnefs and true 
holinefs or in fan£litate veritatis^ holinefs of truths 

that 
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*hat is. In juftice and holinefs, which arifes frorfi 
truth ; hence the image in glory, will donOft in 
likehcfs to God, in knowledge, and ' perfeft bbU- 

-nefs. 

6th, It is allowed, that the image of God in 
-which man was made, included that dominion 
given him over the creatures •, but it cannot be 
granted that the righteolifnefsand purity of nature 
above mentioned, was excluded fom it; feeing 
the latter, would be abiblutely neceflary in order 
to the former •, for he who governs others, muft 
have wifdom to direft, juftice and integrity to ^& 
uprighrly, and to rule perpetually muft be immor- 
tal. The third part of the divine image then 
confifted in the dominion given hilti over the in- 
^rior creatures -, that faying of Jehovah particu- 
larly refpeiVs this. Gen. i. 26, 27. '' Let us make 
"•* m,an in our image, after our likenefs ; and let 
*' them have dominion over the fifhof the fea, and 
*' over the fowls of the air, and over the cattle, 
•' and over all the earth, and over every creep- 
** ing thing that creepeth upon the earth." Here- 
in man refembled his great creator and Lord, who 
himfclf rules over the armies of heaven, and tht 
inhabitants of the earth, with this difference, God 
rules naturally, independently, abfolutely and il- 
limitably ; man bears rule dependently, precari- 
oufly, and with a proper limitation. To this may 
be added that image of immortality, which in re- 
fpect of the foul^' abideth afier the fall, and by 
which, man becomes capable of eternal happineis 
or mifery. 

And, O rhy foul, art thou immortal. Muft thou 
live for ever ? And will fin and difobediencc ren- 
der thy being lefs defirable than not to be at all ? 

Will 
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Will fin fepafate between thee and God, and ek^ 
dude thee from the blifsfiil prefence of thy maker, 
intercept the rays of communicated felicity, and 
expofe thee to the indignant and killing frowns of 
offended majefty ? How neceflary is it then, that 
I Ihould turn away from, and avoid the very paths 
that lead to fHi, ils t would wilh to dvoid, and 
efcape thofe unquenchable flames of divine wrath, 
which the impenitent finner muft be for eVer ex- 
pofed to. My foul^ thou art myfelf, I know it 
is but a little while, and I fhall be all foi^l ; this 
earthly tabernacle niy body muft be diffolved and 
moulder into it's primitive particles of duft and 
alhes ; but thou muft furvive, relu/n to God^ and 
receive a righteous reward of all the deeds dond 
in this body. May I efteem ir then the higheft 
wifdom, as, furfe I am it will enfure the greateft 
happinefs ; while others arc making provtjtons for 
tbeflefi:^ to fulfill the lujis thereof^ to regatd this one 
thing needful^ may I put on the Lord J ejus Chriji ; 
may I defirc above all other things io be found irt 
him. Come (Jifeafe, come deaths in all your 
dreadful forms, befiege this citadel, 'break dowja 1 
it's walls, lay it level with the ground ; yet fhall 
the inhabitant defy your utmoft rage, and taking 
refuge beneath the crofs of a bleeding, dying Sa- 
viour, fliall laugh at your menaces, and defpife 
your power, triumphing with the blefTed Paul, 
death where is thy fling ? Grave where is thy vic^ 
tory ? Thanks be to God, who maketh us more \ 
than conquerors^ znA gitjeth us theviSlory^ through i 
our Lord Jefus Chriji. 

7th, Adam being thus created in the image of 

God, his obligations to love and gratitude, arifing 

from the munificence of his creator and benefador, 

B muft 
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mufl: needs be indifpenfible ; and the lawr^l^ 
engraved on his heart, and afterwards in t^lfj^xtfl' 
ftone, the fubftance of%^vhich is, thou JbaUA^e 
the Lord thy God^ with all thy hearty with oll^Jf^ 
mind^ with all thy Joul^ and with all tbyfiren-jki 
muft be the reafonable fervice, of a reafonat^ef 
creature, the objeft being the greateft good, mpft 
needs be worthy of fuprcme love and veneration. 
<• That the moft high fhould condefcend to enter in- 
I to a covenant, with his new-made creature, by 
which he would engage himfelf to reward that 
obedience he by fovereign right had aclain^ unt9:; 
is an inftance of condelcenfion and goodneis, we 
can never fufiiciently admire •,- feeing all the gi#- 
fible advantage arifing from fueh compact, cg^ft 
folely refpcd man, whofe obedience and goodmfs 
could not fo extend unto the Lord^ as that he ibouM 
receive any addition to his compleat, and perifed 
felicity, nor on the contrary could the difobedi* 
ence of an offending creature in any wife pfcju-' 
dice his effential bleflednefs. In confequence of 
this covenant God was pleafed to enter into with 
Adam, he was not only influencea to obedience, 
N and excited to an expeftation of happinefs, from 
God*s philanthropy^ but herein alfo the divine ve- 
racity and faithfulnefs were engaged to fee the ful- 
fillment of every promife ftipulated in the com- 
pa6t. 

8th, In this firft covenant, or covenant of na- 
ture, there are as in mutual compadts among 
men, two parties, viz. Godj and man ; God by 
right, as the creator and governor of man, mig^t 
impofealaw, and require obedience thereto, with- 
out engaging himfelt, by covenant and proniifi;^ 
to reward that obedience, and man, as a depenV. 
^ . dent 
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.■^Mit tSreature, and endued witK rationality, w^ 
%!d under a double obligation to obey, ift, As( 
"^fie was made uprigHti and capacitated to ktep/ 
the hi^ of his maker; which was a reafonable fer- 
vice, and 2d, As he was how encouraged by the\ 
|)romife of reward. Ak hough ^|he^co^enant we' ( 
now fpeak of is notocp^€Tl^ffi^ % 

yet it is fufficientlyTiianiRft," 'B6fB"^rom tlte lym- 
bol of the tree of life, and from the pcnalfanftion 
in the cbmminatioh of death, which comprehend- 
ed in it, the promife of life as it's Contrary ; as 
rs manifeft ftom various fcriptures. Levit. xviii. 
5, wbub if a man doj be /hall live in tbem^ Deut. 
ixvii, 26. Mith. >^ix, 17. Gal. iii. 12. Why 
may not the prophet Hofea be ftrppbfed to' refeif 
to this covenant. Chap. vi. 7. Wherf the //rj^/- 
ites are faid to have tranfgrelTed the Cov6tfant like 
Adam *; Hke parent, like children, foi^ Can a bit- 
ter fountain fend forth fODeet watirsf And wbo caH 
bring a cUaH tbing out of an unclean f Not one. 
This covenant, ^asr partly gen6l^ial, and partly 
fpecial, as it §cfpe6bed the moral or natural law, 
and the fymbolical. It was general, as ithadre- 
fpeft unto the knowledge and true worfliip of 
God, and l6ve to man, &c. with all manner of 
B 2 holi- 



* Vehemmab keadam ibabru ifrith^ i. e. they like Adam 
have tranfgrejfed the covenant. Although thefe words may 
be expounded with an eye to man's inconftandy in general ; 
yet they appear to me, to have a fpecial reference to the co- 
venant made with Adam in particular. — A fimilar way of 
fpeaking we meet with in the book of Job, ch. xxxi. 3^. 
If 1 covered my tranfgrejpon (keadam) like Adam^ whichf 
plainly refers to Adam when attempting to hide himfelf 
from Gody Gen. iii. ^, and to exculpate himfelf from the 
friflO^ he ftood accufed of| ver. 12. 
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hoUnefs ; and it was ipecial in refped to the f^r-;^ 
bidden fruit; in which, the obedience oi^tk^^ 
whole Uw was contained, as in a Ipecimejj,' qy; 
compendium. The former was founfipd ofi t^JJR 
I law of nature, not written ii> a book, but engraven 
and deeply impreiDbd qt^ the heart *, the latter w^ 
fymbolical ana poHiive. Tbaf was ipiecial a;i4 
primary -, ibts only fecondary. And notwithilan^^ 
ing the command was fpecial which refped:ed the 
fymbolical law ; yet obedience to the natural or 
moral law, was the thing chiefly required, an4 
intended hereby, and of which obedience this wajj 
the teft. 

9th, To enquire what degree of happinef$ 
Adam enjoyed in paradife before hi$ fall, hoyii Ipng 
his probationary date fhouid have continue^ hd^ 
he perfevered in his obedien(?e, and whether af- 
ter full and fufficient proof given, he Ihould luwe 
enjoyed a more bleffed life on earth, or h^ye beea 
taken up to heaven, and bpen admitted to clofer, 
and more intimate fellowfhip with his maker, ^c. 
&c. 1 fay to enquire into things of this naiture, 
is tQ grope in the dark, and conjefture at t(ie 
greateft uncertainty, feeing the fcriptures ^re in ^ 
great meafure jBle^it in fuch points •, and where 
thefe have not a tongue to fpeak, we fhouid be 
very cautious how we lend an ear to hear. 

However it is an opinion moft commonly re- 
ceived among the orthodox, that the promile of 
life made to Adam, and which w^ figUfctTin the 
tree of life^ not only refpefted a continuation of 
felicity in paradife ; but a ftate of blefledncft, 
heavenly and eternal. I (hall not at prefent tarry 
to produce the arguments that might be urged 
in favour of this opinion > but I beg leave to ob- 

fcrve. 
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feryc, although we know not certainly what would 
haVt been, had Adam ftood in his integrity; and 
primitiye redtitodc; yet we knoW by bitter eX\/ 
pcrience what isj now that he has fiallen from that^ 
rate by fin and difobedience. 

loth. This apf)ears to be an ui;ideniable truth, 
and dfeferves attention ; that whatever Adam*s 
ftate was before hts fall, in other re^pedls, it was 
lefs eligible than the true believer's in this ; that 
whereas Adafc was Feft to ftand or fall, by his 
Own ftrength, the believer in Jefus is upheld by^ 
one greater than himfelf ; and While the former^ 
was left urider a poflibility of fallings the latter, 
Jras heaven and glt^ity fccutid unto him by th'6 
power and faithfulnefs, of an alniighty and un- 
changeable God. Adam in his integrity, enjoy- 
ed a prefent happinefs, in a degree proportioned 
and fliited to his ftate ; but the folihdatioh of his 
hope of abiding in that ftate or of an increafe of 
that happiriefs, was feeble and tottering ; whereas 
the true believer enjoys at prefent a happinefs; 
which although lefs perfedt in kind, and inferior 
in degree ; yet has a hope of a perpetuity, in- 
creafe, and perfeftion of that hajppinefs, built oA 
the mbft firm ahd ftable bafis. Hence to reprc-^ 
fent the ftate into which believers are brought byL 
the death of Chrift, arid faith in his meritorioukf f 
blood, as fimijat^to that of Adam before his fall,i \ 
is not only a' grofs mifreprefentation of the be- 
liever's ftate, but greatly derogat es fro m the worth 
and excellency ot thf ^ mfetfiirarTlSlood, and dc 
predates almoft to a mere nothing his fpotlefi, 
and perfed righteoufnefs. 

I ith, Adam in his firft eftate was free from fin, 

but not fecure from falling by it, nor exempt from 

B 3 temp- 
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J! ccmptation to it. Sufficient po wer w as givttfHfi^ 

itto enable him to ftand i f . rigfftjy ufed, yct'bferHfi 
jcreatcd mutable, he wasTiabletoTalT Tlife^atf? 
ference betwixt Adam in his perfeft ftare, anfd"^ 
true believer in Chrift herein is, Adam had ^jyefh^ 
thefe a velle-, Adam in paradife had a^wer to 
ftand, yet left free to fall -, believers in Chrift^ 

J are made willing to ftand, and upheld by omnipo- 

' tence, Ihall not finally fall^ 

It has beenenquired liy fome, what the firft fin 
was tHat obtained place in Adam's heart. I think 
it is not to be doubted but many evils entered in-^ 
to the compofition, fuch as pride, evil-d?fire, dif- 
content, &c. But of this however we are well ^ 
fured, that unbelief was a principal ingredient. 
God faid, in (be dHy thou eatefi thereof^ $bou Jhdt 
furely die^ the devil faid, ye Jhall wt die. -To 
whom ihould Adam have hearkened ? Had he not 
been guilty of an inattention, below the dignity 
pf a rational creature, he would doubtlefs have 
jndign^ted every fpecies of being in heaven or 
^rth, that fliould have dared to contradrft what 
God had fpoken. He liftened to the fubtle temp^ 
ter, apd feduced, fell ; fell from his dignity, and 
reftitude, forfeited the favour of his beft friend 
and bounteous benefaftor j and afpiring to be as 
Godj fell below, and utterly loft the happinefs and 

" dignity he poflTeft and enjoyed as man. ' He wh(^ 
a little before ftood at the head of the creation, 
?ind deputed Lord of all below, was now defervedr 
ly depofed, and degraded ; and he who while obe- 
dient to the precepts of bis maker, ftood poflTefled 
of the image and favours of his God, was now 
driven as a vagabond from his prefence, and bore 
;he difgraqeful badges of violated ^ruft, in boBi- 

rowing; 
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fpiOBflng a hairy garment from the brute^ to cover 
l^ff own and his accomplice's naked bodies ; * and 
Spelled the happy garden, are doomed to almoft 
V»:e.irant and unavailing toil j to eat bread in the 
tweat of. their face, and dig a bitter and fcanty 
morfel from the barren clod. 

1 2th, 



♦ Unto Adam and to his luife^ <bc. Some will needs have 
this to be underftood figuratively, that God taught Adam 
and Eve to make thefe coats for themfelves» as thinking it 
too low for the majefty of heaven to-ftoop to an office fo 
mean, &c. But I fee no reafon for underftanding the words 
of Mofes otherwife, than in this plain and literal fenfe« 
that the Lord God made coats of /kins ^ and cloathed them, 
fteing He who by his word had called thele fkins from no- 
thing, could by a fingie nod transform them as he plcafed. 
Beildes, why may noj: thefe coats themfelves, as well as God's 
condefcending to make them, be confideredas a type of the 
righteoufnefs of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and his great love 
and wonderful condefcenfion, in working out that righte- 
oufnefs by a three and thirty years toil on earth ? And view- 
ed in this light, it prefents us not with fanciful, but real 
and intercfting truths ; viz. that as thefe were probably the 
fkins of beads flain for facrifice, (animal-food being not yet 
granted,) thefe beads ihadowed forth the bruifed body of 
our Saviouty offered in facrifice on the accurfcd tree, as a 
ranfom for finners, and for the fake of which, they are de- 
livered from going down to the pit,^ Job xxxiii. 24. And 
their ikins which were made into coats, to cover the naked 
bodies of the fallen pair, the holy and obedient life of Chrid, 
by which, a righteoufnefs is wrought out, to cover the 
naked fouls of alt believing in him. — I have called their coats 
difgraceful badges, and indeed what are thofe very garments 
we are fo apt to pride ourfelves in, but indications of our 
fall from God, and our fhameand nakednefs thereby ? And 
what cati more loudly fpeak the degenerate, and dupified 
'Hate of man, than that he fhould glory in his (hame ; and 
liavmg lod his original righteoufnefs, fhould endeavour to 
fupply (by adorning his body,) the glory that is departed 
^019 )iis foul* 
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I2tlit As Adam's diibbedience merited iofiaite* 
ly worie than was-infiifted on him, he wasfo £ir 
from having caufe to complain of cruelty <)r.in- 
juilice in the fentence pafled upon him, th^:bc; 
could not but acknowledge in the moil fignifi- 
cant expreflions of gratitude, the clenfieiicy of bis 
maker and fovereign^ the mercy of \i\sjudgey and 
rejoice, greatly rejoice, in the falvation of th^ 
Saviour prepared, and more than hinted at in the 
ferpent^s curfe and doom ; and by the interventiqn 
of whom, he for the prefent obtained a reprieve 
from the death his (in deferved, and received a 
promife of compleat deliverance. 

It being befidc my prefent purpofe to lay opei, 
and infift upon the due defert of Adam's tranf- 
greflion, which otherwife might be eafjy proved, 
as I truft it is in my fermons on that fut^oft, 
could be nothing lefs than an intire, and eternal 
cxclufion from the prefence of the Lord^ and fr$m 
the glory of his power y 2 Theff. i. 9, which baniih- 
ment would have conftituted that part of the 
mifery of the damned confiding in the f4tna danmij 
i. e. the punifhrnent of lofs ; which would neccf- 
farily have been attended, with a keen and bitter 
rcfle6Uon of ingratitude and folly, under the in- 
ceflant clamours, and tormenting accufations of a 
guilty confcience. Thefe, together with the fire 
which never fhall be quenched; Mark ix. 44, faid 
to be prepared for the devil and his angels, would 
have conftituted, what jCbme have called the p^end 
fenfus^ or the punifhment of fenfe. Such is the 
Jdreadful, and wretched habitation prepared for 
the wicked. Job xviii. 2 1 . and fuch mud have 
been the dwelling of fallen Adam, had the curie 
in its rigour and fcverity, been executed upon him. 
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13th, This fin of Adam, did not only aflfed 
himfelf, but all his pofteriry have caufc to lament 
it J feeing matter of fati makes it evident, that 
^ey alfo at the greateft diftance from him in the > 
line of ordinary generation are affefted by it. n 
That ftatc of mortality we all are fubjeded to, is 
no other than the neceffary, and natural refult of 
his fin and difobcdience -, he being the commoi^ 
root and fountain of all his pofterity. If, in the 
ordinary courfe of generation, like^ begets likey 
fuch as he was whp begat, fuch muft they be 
yrho are begotten of himj but the former is true, 
and manifelt in all nature, therefore the laller. 
Hence, what Adam was, not in his perfeft, but 
lapfed fl:ate, fuch muft they neceflarily be who 
fpring from him j feeing in this fl:ate he began to 
propagate his race. Was the image of God de- 
faced in the parent ? Such muft be the . cafe of 
the child begotten by him -, was the body of the 
former fentenced to mortality, with all the imper- 
feftions, pains and difeafes, peculiar to a mortal 
ftate ? Such would neceflarily be the bodies of 
the latter^ as begotten by him-, the proof of 
^hich lamentable truth, is matter of fa^. 

But mortality, with all its wretched, and infe>^ 
parable concomitants, is a puniftiment inflifted, 
and to confift with juftice muft infer previous 
guilt ; therefore all the pofterity of Adam being 
fubje6ted to fufFer, arei^j^gg|^ aujj^ The a- 
bove truth will fecetve no incdnfideraWe light and 
confirmation by attending to the account Mofes 
has given of this matter. Jn the day that God 
created man^ in the likenefs of God made he bim^ 
Gen. V. I. Here we have Adam prcfented to our 
view in a perfcft and upright ftate, as newly com- 
ing 
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log from the hands of the all-wife artift^ andr^gf ^ 
ing the image of his own fpotlefs purity, i^^KP^ 
fpeft to the moral reAitude of his intell^^tR^^ 
powers; and fo exadly correfponding.wkh; ^(i 
great idea of his maker, that he pronounced hini 
AS placed at the head of the terreftrial creation to 
he very good\ but in the third verfeof the fam^ 
\ chapter, we are informed that Adambegai in bis ow» 
likenefs ; which draught if viewed in the mirrour 
of God's moft holy law, or compared with the fair, 
»nd perfeft. original, will be difcqvered to be der 
ficient in all thofe lively and judicious touches, 
i wherein fimilitude confifted, and fcarcely to bear 
J any refemblance to that image firft damped upon 
it. And it is evident, Mofes intended a cona^|^ 
in the firft and third verfcs, that companng man 

''as Re came out of the hands of his maker, wit|i 
what he was, now fallen by fin and difobedience, 
we might learn the true ftate of things- in a lapfed 
world; the great evil of fin, and our ruined. coa« 
dition thereby -, otherwife, Mofes had faid, to the 
amount of nothing, that he begat in bis own liktr 
nefs^ if he defigned not to inform his readers ibat 
bis own likenefs^ or the likenefs^ of himfelf in the 
third vtrk^ refering to Adam, might be confider- 
ed as oppofed to the likenefs of God^ in verfe i% 
in which Adam was firft created. As we there^ 
fore partake of^mprtal bodies, fubjeft to difeafe, 

7 -and death, we carry with us a fufiicient proof of 
our original ; nor had Cain himfelf a more vifible 
piark of the divine difpleafure upon him, than we 
bear in our bodies fentenced by a right and irre- 
vocable decree to return to their primitive duft. 
14th, Mortality is the effeft offin,/<7r^^ yff« 

O (me 4^atb^ Rom. v. i?. as we then are piortal 

cr?a- 
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^*«ure§, it is in vain to attempt to feift the , 
charge of being finful creatures, the former ne-*^ 
iiffknly implies the latter, an3 the decree which 
fias appointed us to be born mortal, declares by 
fuch appointment, that we are born fmful, for the 
judge of all the earthy will certainly do rights Gen. 
atviii. 25. But how we become finners by Adam's 
tranfgrcflion, fo as to be obnoxious to fuffcr, is 
what we are next to enquire into. 

Original fin, is confidered as twofo'd, imputedji 
and inherent \ the former refpefts that one tfanf- » 
grcffion wherein Adam finned by eating the forr 
bidden-fruit, which as he was the reprefentative, 
and covenant he^d of his pofterity, the guilty 
thereof is imputed to them alfo : the latter re- 
fpefts that inward defilement, and pollution of 
nature, which is derived, from him as the natural 
head, to all his defendants by ordinary genera- 
tion. The inherent cfFefts of Adam^s fin, viz. de- 
filement and pollution, may rather be confidered as / 
a fault than a crime, macula^ non reatus ; a dif-'T^ 
qualification for heaven, rather than that which 
deferves hell •, and feems rather to be the refult 
and efFeft of difobedience, than that difobedience 
itfelf. Various fcripture paflTages may be pro- 
duced to prove that the poflrerity of Adam are 
greatly injured by his fin j for every effeft has 
fome caufe producing it, and where the one is vir 
fible, the other cannot be denied •, but forrow and 
fuflFering are the eflFeft of fin, and thefe fatten up- 
on thofe not perfonally guilty, therefore mull be 
the confequence of another's fin. 

15th, As Adam began to beget in his own like-? 
nefs when fallen, fo we are a little after prefentr 
fd with an awful account of overfpreading wick- 

cdneft^ 
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ednefs, for allflefobai corrupted bis ^ay. Gen4 
vit 12, and thefe various ftrcams of iniqwttjr',- 
wherewith God was fo much difplcafed, alHifeiAi 
from the corrupt fountain of a depraved Hcafti 
tor Gad /aw that every imagination of the ib&u^i 
^ of bis hearty was only evilj continually^ ver. 5th, 

^- from bis infancy. * chap. viii. 21, Job's intefro- 
gsition carries in it the force of a negative anfwerj 
fvbo can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? Job 
xiv. 4, and doubtlcfs has refpedt unto the com- 
mon and corrupted parent of us all. David alio 
in bewailing and confefling his aftual fins, traces 
the ftrcam backward to the fountain head, Arid 
fays> behold I was foafen in iniquity ^ and in fin did 
^ my mother conceive me.^ Pf. li. 5. Thefc can b^ 

t'-no foundation for fuppofing what fomc have in- 
finuated, that David herein accufed his parents of 
fome crime in his conception, or that he was ih 
legitimately born •, but herein he acknowledges 
the wickedncfe of his life, to proceed from thft 
corruption of his heart. Again, the neceffity of 
regeneration may be urged as a flagrant proof of 
the defilement of our nature ; for if we muft ne- 

eeflarily 

♦ Infancy f (nahharim) is ufed elfewhere, Lam. iii. 27. 
Bzek. iv. 14. 16. 22. &c. The Socinians would haft 
this to be underftood by a hyperbole, and to fignify that a 
great part was corrupt, &c. But this cannot be allowed 
without ilronger proof than can be deduced .from this paf* 
iage 

§ Nam verbum (hhoialti) conceptus fum, rcfcrri nan 
poteft ad adionem gignendi parentum, fed ad corporis geniti 
formationem in utcro ; et (jehhematni) non fignificat gig- 
nere, aut concipere, quod parentum eft, itA califieru ct 
foveri quod fpe^at ad foetum jam formatum et in peccata 
falefa<^um. Turret, in loc. non. 
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ce^ajily be born i^aith in order to enter into thc^ 
bngd^m of God^ it is manifeft that our inherent^ 
p9l|u(ion and defilement unfits us for fo holy an ha* 
bitatiop. Again, we are faid to be children of 
wr^di iy nalurfj Eph. ii. 3, which ftate of wrath^ 
we are fubjeited to, either as we are efteemed' 
gViilty, or defiled, or both. 

This pollution, and defilement of nature, to- 
gether with th^t darknefs of mderfianding^ ftub- 
bornnef^ of w/7/, and vitiofity oi affeSiion^ &oc^ 
^e rather to be confidered as the effefts of fome 
C4ufe, or a punifhment inflided for fome crime, 
than that crime itfelf, or the cauifc of other penal 
eflfeas, 

1 6th, All the children of Adam, by the rightc* 
ous judgment of God, are included with their pa^. 
rent in the guilt of that one tranfgreffion, where* 
.by he fell from his primitive reditude; not only 
a,s they may be faid to have finned, in him as Levi is 
/aid to kave paid tithes in Abraham^ being then in his 
loins ; but as the guilt of that one fin isJm^Jited / 
to them, fo that they are accountedjinners, and'*' 
treated as fuch. Many who ufe tKe term, original 
Jin^ yet difi^er widely in their opinions of it*s ef- 
fects upon Adam's offspring ; and they who feem 
to favour the doftrine moft in other refpefts, and 
engage in the defence of it ; yet in order to ex»^ 
elude the imputationof the rightcoufnefs of Chrift, ^^ 
deny alfo the imputation of A^m^ fini It were 
to be wilhed that the^ 6ppoleli"o^ Imputation 
of Adam's fin to his offspring, and of the righte- 
oufnefs of Chrift to believers, would ferioufly con- 
fider whether the arguments ufed by them, to in- 
validate and overthrow thefe, do not as forcibly^ 
militate againft the imputation of otir fins to Chrift;/" 

and 
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arid if they would %ot ftrengthen the haUcfsl^ 
antichriftians, and deftroy the foundation ofUie^c* 
own hope, they Would open their minds ttf^eoi^ 
]| vidtion, and admit truths thiat muft rife fdjperidr 
II to all oppofition, untiH the heavens be lib more. 
• t7th. When we fpeak of the imputation of 
Adam's fin, we have refpeft dnly to his firft, not 
^ny of his after tranfgreflions •, nor do we regard 
any habitual depravity, but that afhial violation 
of the covenant, his beneficent creator hlad beeii 
pieafed to adrhit him inta Nor is it to be fupJ 
pofed tffat guilt was imputed to Adam's cflR$prin|f 
becaufe they were now defiled ; btit rather, that? 
defilement, &c. is to be confidered as a punifh- 
ttient inflifted on them, as previoufly guilty, ar 
ibove. 

When that is itftput£ld to one or inore per- 
fons which prope11yi"'an3' peiTonally belongs ta 




may 

and his children, 2d^ Morale znd polificaly fuck 
as fubfifts between a king anrf his fubje6b. 3d, 
Voluntary^ fuch as between or among friends, or 
a principal, and his furety. Hencd, there is a 
twofold foundation of imputation bfetween Chrift 
and his people, by which our fins are imputed tt 
him, and his- righteoufnefs, is imputed to us. 
2 Cor. V. 2 1. But in the imputation now treated 
of, we have chiefly to do with the two former ; iii 
which the relation, ift. Is natural^ Adam being 
a father^ we fons. 2:d, Poluieal^ Adam Handing 
^s a prince, and reprefentative of all mankind. 

The ground of imputation therefore fubfifting 
between Adam and us,- is .not only natural, for 

fa 
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'ift>rWl hiS'Other fins might with equal right haV^ 
^^ X imputed to us 5 but efpecially morale ^^^J 
J^^kraly (o that the covenant God made with Adam^ r 
was, -3(8 the head and reprefentative of his pofteri- 
' ty 5 fo that Adam afted not in this bufinefs, in 
the capacity ©f a private^ but a public ptrfon^ re- 
prefenting all his pofterity, whene^^thTiSemerit 
of his mifcarriage juftly appertains to them all. 

As the capacity in which Adam afted, was by 
the juft appointment of God, it was not neceflary 
that we his offspring Ihould be feverally confult- 
td in the affair ; feeing it was the will of God that 
Adam Ihpuld be looked upon^ as the root and 
head of mankind, who therefore not for himfelf 
iOnly, but for all his feed, fhould fecure or forfeit 
all that happinefs ftipulated in the covenant j fee-O 
ing all men were confidered in that Ofie^ * not by 
a /pecificj or numerical union, but partly by an ■ 
union of origination^ becaule all are of one bloody 
^nd partly by an union of reprefentation^ becaule 
this one many by a divine appointment reprefented 
£lL , ^ 

18 th, That fuch was the covenant God made 
with Adam is manifeft, ift, Becaufe, if the co- 
venant made with Adam was not public and ge- 
neral, it behoved that God muft enter into covenant 
with individuals, or there is no covenant fubfift- 
ing between God and us, and the calamities we ^ 
fuffer muft be the cffeft of caufes different from?' 
thofe of our common parent, id, Adam received 
not the image of God in his creation, as a per- 
fonal good, and peculiar to himfelf, but as a com- 
mon 



^ ♦ Quietinque ex JBo uno multt in fcipfis futuri efunt^ la 
9b uno, uaus Iiomoerant,>Augttft. «p. lo&r 
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jjxfnort good, that he might tranfmit that im^ge iS 
his pofterity, if he flood in his integrity ; but on 
the contrary that loft and defaced in himfclfi 
fhould be loft alfo to his offspring. Adam as a 
beneficiary received a ftock from God, for th€ ufc, 
of himfelf, and children, on thefe terms, that if 
he ennbczzled his Lord*s money, or rebelled a- 
gainft his prince he fliould be deprived of the be- 
nefit received both for himitlf and his.* 3d. The 
punifliment inflifted for the offence, was not/pe- 
I cial^ and patticular-, but f^eneral^ and uni'Otrfali 
I extending to all his pofterity ; which could by no 
\ means confift with jufticc if the violated law, and 
the guilt arifing therefrom, had not been equally 
extenfive. -— -•- ---'--^ 

The confequence or penal eftefts of imputed 
fin, is either privative^ or pofitive •, the former con- 
fifting in a privation of original reftitudc ; the 
latter in an obnoxioufnefs to death temporal, and 
eternal •, and although the fecond neceflarily fol- 
lows the firft, ( except God in mercy interpole) 
yet ought not to be confounded together. That 
one aftualfin of Adam, may be faid to be imputed 
to us immediately y from whence we become ob- 
noxious to that penal privation, as the certain 
efFed: of fuch caufe -, and therefore in the order of 
nature, muft neceflarily precede that corruption^ 
or privation \ but as to the latter, it may be faid 
to be imputed mediately^ as to the pofilive part of 
the penalty, or real fuffering ; becaufe we fhould' 

not 



* QncE Deus Adnmo Inrgitus erat, nonipfi foli, fed etiam 
toti ipfms pofteritati fuerunt data, ac proindc nos in ipfius 
pcrfona fpollati bonis illis omnibus, in omnem hanc miieri- 
atn ec maledidlivnem incidimus. CooiefT. Galli, 
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Aot be obnoxious to that penaicjr, if we werft Hot 
born corrupt and defiled. 

i9th. That the guilt of Adam's fin is imputed 
to his oflfspring is evident, in that they fufier, who 
Jiever perfonally finned, even infants^ but fuflTer^v^ 
ings and death are the penalty of guilt, there- *" 
fore they, even dying infants^ are efteemed guilty, 
or they could not fuffer by difeafe^ &c. and d]e« 
$o long as death holds dominion over our infant^ 
race, dit evidence is too full agsund us to be 
denied, or baffled, that Vire are under wrath, and 
if we read the word of God with attention, wc 
heed be at no lofs to receive full information of 
the caufe. Deafb tame inte thi world hjfin^ faith 
the apoftle Paul, and fin $ntired iy ont many eveii 
Jdam^ Rom. v. 12. and, fo in Adam all die. i 
Cor. xv, 22.* By one matCs offence death feigned^ 
and, hj the offence of one^ judgment came upon alt 
men to condemnation^ And again. By one man^s 
dif obedience many were made^ (liter ally y conftituted) 
finners^ vcr, 17, 18, 19. Lf the fin of Adam 
cohftitiited his ofi^spring guilty, and obnoxious 
to punifhmcnt, only as defceading from him by 
natural generation ; for the like rcafon, not only 
all his other fins would have aSedted them in the 
C fame 

' V V ' " ' ' ' ' t ■ ■ "^ 

* l^om :|waw chat the apoRle's argument in this place 
refpea^ bclic^vers only, the refurredion of whom he is prin- 
cipally cfmoerned to pi-ove ; yet doth it no lefs confirm the 
truth iii hand, than if he had afTerted this of individoals. 
For if the eka themfelves, ti^ho through feith in Chrift are 
delivered from hcU, muft yet paft through cormpdon to 
glory, much lefs are they who experience no fuch deliver- 
ance by him, exempted from that part rf ;he curfcj hcdily 
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fame manner ; but the firts and tranfgrcflions of 
every other parent alfo, muft be charged upoft, 
and conftituie guilty all their defcertdants ; but a 
procedure of this kirtd cannot be adnrritted with- 
out a train of abfurdities, and grofs inconfiftencies. 
Therefore the plain ^ rational, and moft confiftent 
way of accounting for the guilt which the pofte- 
rity of Adam appears to lie under, is from the 
breach of that covenant, God made with him in 
the garden •, and in which he a6ted as the head 
of mankind •, the violation of which, by a ju(l: 
and righteous fentence, left the offender himkjf 
guilty, and all he flood engaged for. Hence atl 
the world is brought in guilty before God, iyfSc 
difobedience of oneman^ Rotp. v. i8, 19, imputed 
to them •, and accordingly the fentence of death 
paffed, and the punifhment was inflidted, before 
the law was promulged on mount Sinai, or writ- 
ten in tables of flone, ver. 13. * '=^ 

And 



* The fcope of the apoftle's argument in this paflage^^^ 

to prove that the guilt of Adam's fm, is imputed to his Q^I- 

I terity ; and that by virtue of that Jaw he tranfgreffed, iiaaft- 

r kind is held guilty. Suppofing fome objeftingthe do^lj^e 

&e was eftablilhing; ** Sin is a tranfgreflion of fqme law, 

•« but as yet there being no law exifting, there could te iS 

*« tranfgreffion." The apoftle replies, untitt th^ jai!, 

that is, from the time that Adam fell, untill MqTelp [ffive 

forth the law to IfraeU fin nuas in the luorld, eY<ft ,1^091 

the day that Adam difobeyed ; but Jin is not imputei'iiih^in 

there iy no lanu ; that is, where there is no law, there. .^ 

be no tranfgrefllion ; but it is evident that the law ezift^g, 

before it was promulged by Mofes^ feeing, death re^m^ 

t from J dam to Mofesy which both demonftrates tKcDcmg 

^ of the law, and the imputation of fm by virtue thereof; 

for where there is no offence, juftice can inflid no penalty. 

You^U 
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. And art we then obnoxious creatures, conceivid 
infin^ and brought forth in iniquity ^ yea, by nd-^ 
ture children of wrath ? Humbling thought ! And 
fhall the fons of death and bell grow bold and 
ihfolent ? Boaftdf birth and blood ; talk of bright 
UnfuUied realfon, reftitude, and purity ? Pride 
themfelves in the dignity of their make, and from 
the imaginary depths of their own wifdom, pre- 
ftribe to omrtifcience ? Be humbled O my foul, 
and fink into a deep fenfe of thine own vilenefs ; 
xonfcfs unto God thy native impurity, lament and 
rbewai! at the throne of grace thymjtny, too many 
*a6lual tranfgreffions, and humbly fue for mercy 
in and through a gracious mediator. 

How juftly doth the Holy Ghoft prefix to this 

haughty creature man, the epithet vain^ vain 

fHan would be wife^ though man be born like a wild 

affes colt.* Job xi. 12. When one hears a per- 

C 2 . fort 



You'll fay pcthaps, it was the law of Oature written on their 
ioufcienccs, which then exifted, the violation of which, 
reihdered the offenders obnoxious to puhifliment ; but death 
fifpicd even QVeir them that had not fintied. after the Jtmili'" 
fuifofAdaiH'} tranfgrejjibny that is, they who were never ca- ; ' 
^iik)\t of committing adlual fin, as Adam did^ even new horn 
Bab^st who therefore could not tranfgrefs the law of nature, 
were yet fubjeft to death the penalty of fin, and hereby de- 
cta«f^ilty of the violation of that law, firfl- given to : 
Adaqitneir federal head. 

* An humbling defcription this, of what we are by na- 
ture. The hebrdw woi'd (habub) fignifles hollow, or empty/ 
^ jlnd may be confidered as oppofed to that fullnefs fpoken of 
1jy blefled Paul, the fullnefs of God; Adam was filled with 
glory and happinefs, but by fin became an Ichabod, Yet* 
after all, this vain, this empty creature, would be wile, ' 
reacheth after forbidden wifdom, treads in the fteps of his 

difo- 
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fon in a delirium, talk of thrones and kingdoms^ 
&€• while the poor unhappy creature is Ihackled 
to the floor, having an obfure dungeon for hi5 
imaginary palace, and his throne of ftace, a bed 
of ftraw. It is in>pofliblc not to feel fomc tender 
and painful emotions of mind at fuch a fpcfla- 
cle of human wretchednefs •, and fhould we be 
lefs concerned for, or otherwifc affefted towards 
thofe* who while they profefs themfelves to be 
compos mentisy are yet as f^r from judging of thq 
true date of things as the former ; for fr^f^ng, 
themfelves to be wije^ and refufing to receive iot 
ftruftion from the word of God, their wifdom is 
brought to confufion, and their ynderft^nding is 
aboliflied, and brought to nothing. 

Te miffi he born again^ faid our Lord to Nico* 
demusy bow can tbefe things be^ faid the jewiih 
teacher •, difcovering himfelf hereby, to be wholly 
untaught of the fpirit of God, inveloped in the 
gloom of natural darknefs, and an utter ftranget 
to the things that pertained to his peace. Had 
M he been taught of ^God, he would have been 
^{ convincecT of fin^^^an^^eTpecially the fin of iiis 
natnre, the guilt and defilement derived froA 
Adam y and being fenfible of this, his natqr^ 
or acquired logic, might have folved hiis doqbt.lji^ 
rcfpcft to the neceflity of regeneration, and f^^ 

■ilil \:y'ir 

difobedient parents, and aiming at the tree of kncnvfeclge, 
'Will (if a miracle of grace and mercy prevents it not) \^ 
the tree of life. He is born like a m)itd affes colt 9 ftapid as aA 
1} afsy ungovernable as a wild ais ; untameable, but by an 
J \ almighty power, untcachable, but by the fpirit of wifdooi 
I \ from above. Such is the diftrefsful map of ruine4 n^tuif^ 
I \ fucb is the moving pi^ure of &llen man. 



I 
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gefted a familiar fyllogifm from whence ro infer 
it. For if we are fallen creatures, have loft the 
image of God, and ar6 defiled by fill j v)e muft 
he born dgain^ feeing wUhout boUHep no man ft)dU 
fee the Lord \ but the fpirit of God has convinced 
me that I am fuch creature-, therefore, I muft be 
born arnin. The fyliogifm is hypothetical, if we 
are faSen creatures, we muft be born again ; and 
if we muft be born again, we are fallen creatures^ 
In the triJth of the foitiier of thefe, is inferred the 
iieeeflity of the latter \ and the fiecefflty of the 
latter Evinces the truth of the former. 

Yet wiH the cleafeft r^afortinjgs, and the moft 
«>gent arguments concerning fpiritual things, be 
efteem^d obfcure, c^nfufed^ and unintelTigible^/ 
by the HaiUrdl man^ * who has not a capacity to ' 
teieive the things of tb^ fpitit of God^ for they are ' 
fddlUknefs unto bim^ neittef ean he know themi be- 
'ifiufe they are fpiritually difierne^^ i Cor. ii. 14. 

This 



2;.»* Pfincbikos anihroposy the nrntural many this pbraie is 
^ee^ed at by fome, as if it had no place in the bible, nor 
yere aAy fudi ineri in the wdrld as it defcribes. Others, 
%1D hat^ th< apoftie to mead no other by tli6 word, than 
ohe^ho lives in a conrfe of intemperance, and indulges 
^« d^fins of a fleihly mipd. . But as icripture beft interprets 
igj|>^:e, let the apoftle ^ude be PauVs expofitor, and he 
will furhifh us with a ienfe of the phrafe more comprehen- 
fivc, - g fid tdtfch better according with the fcope of Paul\ 
ireaifbaiiig. {Pfeuchihi) fenfuMly that is, as immediately ex- / 
poutdedby himfelf, not banfing the fpirit y Jude 19. There-"^' 
lore Paul's meaning appears to be, thc^ natural matiy th^t 
is, he who hath not the fpirit of Cfod, renewing his foul, 
and inftrt^ftinig huh ixi divine matters, receiveth not the 
things, ofthej^rit of God ^ being incapable thereof, by rea- 
fok of the darknefs'of bis uad/^ftaivlinigt through his a- 
Uooatioa from God. 
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This is the wretched date of poor fallen mortals j 
wretched indeed when we are led by the hand or 
the fpirit, to fee the myftery of iniquity within ; 
but more wretched ftill while the thick darknefs 
remains on the mind, and both opr ftate and 
danger are hid from our eyes. May thefe awful 
truths fink deep into the hearts of all whom they 
concern,, and fuitably imprefs the minds of thofe 
to whom they appertain. 

20th, That the imputation of that onf fin of 
Adam may yet be more fully manifefted, let us 
attend more particularly to the apoftolic account 
concerning it. By one man Jin entered inta ibe^^^rldy 
and deaib by Mi a^d fe death paffed upon all wun^ 
for that all have finned^ from which wprd^, we 
may produce the following argqmepts« ift. From 
the fcope of the apoftle, which is to prove thp 
do£trine of juftification, by the imputation of tbe 
righteoufncfs of Chrift, of which he had fpokca 
before, chap. iv. 3, &c. and becaufe fucn pro- 
ceeding might feem marvellous and unufual, tbit 
one perfon (hould be juftified by the righteoufncfs 
of another, the apoftle proves the truth of the 
f fad by comparing Adam, and Chrift, from whq^i 
? imputation is made -, and from the oppofite mc- 
thod^oF proceeding, wherein God derives- con- 
demnation upon all, by imputing the fin of ^; 
that in like manner as guilt, and death tbe^efc^, 
is derived from Adam, whq was cpnftituted the 
head and root of mankind by divine appointment.; 
fo Chrift the fecond Adam is appointed the head 
of all his people, that by his obedience they all 
might be juftified. 2d, It is faid concerning/zr, 
that by // death entered into the worlds and paffed 
^fon ally which cannot be referred to inherent Jin^ 



\ 



( 36 ) 

which itfelf fuppofes aHual \ but to that aSfualJn^ 
by which d^aib paflcd upon Adam, and all his 
offspring, as appears from ver. 1 8, where exprefs 
mention is made of iJbat one Jin. 3d, That fin 
muft be underftood concerning which it can truly 
befaid, all have Jinned^ and by which death en- 
tered into the world ; but ^» entered by that fin 
of Adam, and as all are declared finners in that 
they fuffer the pehalty of fin, and not being in 
a capacity to fin perfonally, can only become fuch 
imputatively ; .. therefore the fin treated of by the 
Apoftle, muft be the fin of Adam imputed.* 
4th, Paul not only fpeaks of fm in general^ but 
,of onefiny and of one offence^ the guilt of which 
is come upon all^ ver. 17, 18, 19, as by one maiCs 
offence^ death reigned^ as by, the offence of one, judg^ 
mnt came upon all men to condemnation^ and by one 
fftaris dif obedience many were conftituted finners , &c. 
rWherefore doth the apoftle make fuch frequent 
^mention oione man^ one offence, difobedience of one^ 
t&c. not fewer than five times in a few verfes, 
rbut in order to imprefs our minds with the truth 
^oi the doctrine now infifted on ? For if we are I 
rguilty not by the imputation of that one fin, but 
-in confequence of a polluted generation, con- 
demnation could not with propriety be faid to 
have paft upon us by one offence, but by many. 
Jbaftly, in ver. 14, the apoftle calls Adam the 
'^gitf^^ df him that was to come^ even Chrift, and con- 
, V .-Mu- firms 

* Verbum (hemarton) proprie non poteft trahi ad habitum 

peccati, vel ad corruptionem habitualem et tnhasrentcm, 

fed proprie peccatum aliquod aftuale notat ; idque prscten- 

tum, quod non potcft aliud effe^ quam ipfum Adami pec« 

4<;%tmm. Turett. 
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firms the trudi of the imputation c^ Adam^ fiA 
to his pofterity, by the certainty of a trqtb thai 
received and believed in the churches, viz. ite 
imputation of the righteoufn^is of Chrift. Qf 
which more hereafter. 

2 1 ft. When Adam i% thus viewed and con- 
fidered, as tht father of mankind, the prittce of his 
people that (hould defcend from him by prdinaiy 
generation, and the reprefentativ^^ of all the hu- 
man race in the covenant God was pleafed it 
mercy to make with his people ; I fay, whe^ 
viewed in this light, wherein can it be eidher ut^ 
juft or cruel, to punifh as well the reprefented^ 
I as the reprefentauve for b;^ach of covenant ; feei 
■^ in^ both alike were entitled to the promifed ft^ 
j| licity refultins from obedience thereto ? We hate 
I inftances in krripture, not a few, where families 
and friends have fuflFered for the faults of odhein} 
whic^thcmfelves in 90 w^fe abetted or eticoun^o^ 
in the csSt of jicbauy Jof. vii. 24, 25, thepoM^ 
rity of jimalikj i Sam. xy. 2, 3. The fon$M 
Saul, 2 Sam. xxi. 6, &c. &c. Now ^s all^ ite 
moft of thefe examples appear to have the d(M 
probation of heaven, we can in no wife doum;j( 
but the penalties were inflifted in juftjce ; feetn^ 
he who rules over all cannot" approve what is 9M 
right. • ) fovni 

2 2d, Sins merely firfonal^ and fins of a aa$m 
moM and public nature, are to be diftinguifbedfihhm 
one another •, the former ought not to be impQ<M 
^ ed to their children, and of thefe that law i^ to 
*^ be underftood. Deut. xxiv. 16, the fathers /ball 
not be put to death far the ehildren^ neither Jbail 
the eihildren be put to death for the fathers^ every 
manjball be put to djsatbfor bis oven Jin : But the 

lat- 
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latter, of which kind was the fin of Adam, may 
jufthr be imputed. The aft of one man, cannot 
be laid to be an tmivcrfal aft, if it is mereJy per- 
fonal, of which kind are the fins each of us daily 
commit ; but this cannot be faid of a common, 
or univerfal aft, which pertains to all mankind^ 
and of which fort wai Adam'i fin in the gar-^ 
den. 

It is true, Adam was in himfelf, a fingk, in- 
Clividual perlbn ; but not fo in refpeft to the c^^ 
pacity he afted in, hut as the principium^ and head 
of all mankind. Hence Adam^^willin the/r^- 
priety iff ibis allien may he faid to be fingular ; 
but by the right of reprefintatitm; univerfal •, Jin- 
gular^ as done by one individual perfori, nnii^er^A 
fal^ as all mankind was reprefcnted by that pef-T 
fon. So the righteoufnefe of Chrift is the aft of 
pnt^ yet neverthfelefs by imputation it becomes the 
property of all the faithful ; that which one did^ 
thfcy are all fepkoned to have done, if one died^ 
Ware dead. 2 Cor. v, 15. Now although Adam 
afted as a public perfon in his perfeft ftate, and 
therefore by finning, involved his poftcricv in the 
jpimmon guilt and ruin with himfelf ; yet ne is not 
S> be considered as fuch in the pardon he did, ofq 
£)jght obtain, this being merely perfonal -, as the 
favour and benefit, was fupernatural, andgratui- 



;T?lti cannot with due confider^tron be faid, that 
the cither (Ins Adam committed might with equal 
right be imputed to his offspring ; feeing that in 
his firft firi fie afted as our reprefeniative, but * 
bis foUowiqg fms were perfonal and therefore con-*^ 
cerned himfelf only. Adam indeed by that one 
fin, did not ceafe to be our Jb^ad originally^ as we 

were 
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'Twerc all to come from him; but to be our 
head reprejentatively he for ^ver c^ed by th at 
tranfgregjon ; having violated tke coveoant Qo4 
i had entered into With him as pyr head. 

i 23d, Some in infilling on the dodlrine of ori^ 
ginai (in, have folved it wholly into inherent de- 
filement, denying any thing of imputation ; while 
others in oppofing them, would allow it to con- 

j fift in nothing clfe but imputed g^ilt ; arxd here- 

*^in, both have erred, acSoevSting on eacKhand^ 
from the middle path of truth, have fallea 00 
the oppofite errors of the extremes ; or rather, 
have treated thofe effeds feparate and apart, which 
copnededly flow from the fame caufe. 

But others have more judicioufly treated thia 
weighty affair, fhewing that guilt is neceflarily de- 
rived to us from Adam as our federal head^ and 

' kdifilementy as he was our natural bead. That th^ 

former y is the meritorious caufe of the latter, our 

inherent corruption ; and that the latter ^ is the 

: penal effedof t\\t former. I'hat learned andj)i- 

' dicious divine Beza^ has thefe words, " Thei^ 

^' are three things which conftitute a m.an guilty 

*' before God, ift, Culpa^ or blame derived from 

** the ProtoplaftuSy or firft man, in whom we f^ 

." have finned, Rom. v. 12. !^d, Corruptigfl, 

** which is the punifhment of that culpa, imp^|d 

" both on Adam, and his pofterity. 3d, , j^^g^ 

" fins which men commit when adult, . or;af|iul 

•' tranfgreflions/' Cbamierus has thefe vifpjj^ 

*' we deny that a perfpn can be deemed uiijuft, 

" by inherent defilement derived from ope man; 

. •* if the unrighteoufnefs of that man be not firft 

" imputed to him.'* ' Mejlr ezatius fays, " the 

^* fighteoufnefc of God could not irppute Adaa\*$ 

" fin 
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^' fin to us, if we had not been confidered as in 
^^ his loins', and he our head." And again, " there 
** is Certainly corruption derived to us from A- 
^' dam •, but the imputation of his difobedience* 
*' preceded this corruption ; therefore defilement 
♦* is tranfmitted to us by generation, becaufe we 
'' had finned in him asoiir head 'and reprefenta-i 
' ** tive. Alfo that learned divine John Calvin^ de- 
livers his judgment in this affair in words like thefe, 
^* All the corruption and vitiofity we labour un- 
^^ der, flows from this fountain Adam, the com- 
** mon parent of mankind, who by his rebellion 
.** alienated himfelf from Godt forfook the foun- 
^' tain of life and happinefs, and rendered him- 
^* felf obnoxious to all rnifery ; from whence it 
*♦ comes to pafs, that every man born into the 
^' world is infeded with original fin, and fron^ / 
" the womb of his mother, is under the wrath,/ 
'** and curfc of God, not only for another*s crime, 
** but alfo by reafon of his inward defilement." 
And again, the fame writer, " for the offence of 
•**'one man, all are accounted worthy of death, 
<* one finned, all are held obnoxious to fufFer.'* 
^' I might adduce almoft numberlefs authorities 
W the above kind, fnen^ whom learning and piety 
liavte rendered amiable and ufeful, in the feveral 
^agifJs and places, where the church of Chrift has 
be^n blefl: with their labours ; but thefe for the 
piriiftht Ihall fufiice, whofe names, and fentiments ^ 
^I hive briefly inferted, in order to fliew that the 
doftrine here infifted on, is fo far from being up- 
ftart, and novel, that it has been received in the 
church as a fcripture doftrine, ever fince the re- 
formation, and Jias the fuflfrage of men of no mean 
charafter to fupport it, I have been the more 
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large and particular on this firft imputation, bo* 
came it aloioil undeniably infers the third *, for^ 
lf the imputation of Adam's fin to his pofterity 
be prdTed, the imputation of Chrift* s righteouf. 
Iiefs to believers can fcarcely be difproved. 

24th^ And now reader left thou and I fhould 
read and write to no profit^ let us recapitulate 
the proceeding things; let us take the fubftance 
df what has been faid, and try to make it ufefuL. 
^ if th6u art perfuaded of the truth of this do&rinc^ 
i thou ititid needs confider thyfelf as a n^iracle <A 
^ mercy; what, guiUyj and defiled^ yet not in hd^ 
*Tis wonder all. Perhaps thou art vet an unbet^ 
liever, in an unregenerate ftate, in the fame coi)" 
dition in which thou wert born ; and if this is in- 
deed thy cafe, it Is moft wretched and deplorable, 
there i9 but ode ftep betwixt thy foul, and etcmdi 
destth. Thy defilment and f$lluti§nj O my fef.- 
low finner, unfits the^ for heaven, for no uiMilefi^ 
thing can enter there. Rev. xxi. 27. and thy gutlt^ 
the guilt derived from Adam, together with t^ 
guilt of thy manifold afbual tran%refl[k>ns, ha:^ 
juftly rendered thee obnoxious to the wrathful 1^ 
dignation of thy offended mstker j who thoiij^ 
he fuffer long, yet will one day whet his fwp)^ 
and take vengejlnce on all thefonsof diibbediea£^ 
And I exhort thee, think, dear reader think^ \^ 
awful that day muft be, when God will ^^if^fn^^tf^ 
fire and, brimftone^ ft^rtn^ ^nd tmpeft^ upon alriin^ 
godly and impenitent finners, and the cup otl^ 
fierce wrath ffiall be thteir deadly portion to drink 
for ever and ever, Is it poffible* Q my brother 
in tranfgreffion, arid guikinefs, that any of the 
gilded toys of time fhould divert our minds from 
^tteodin^ to this our mii^rr^ble ccmditfion by ikk 

ture ? 
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tUrc ? If fo, it IS an additional proof of the hard- 
nefs of our hearts, the blindnefs of our minds^ 
and the truly wretched ftate that fin has brought 
our fouls into, which becomes the more depiora* 
ble, by how much the more we are infenfible of 
it, and unconcerned about it* 

But that I may not clofe this chapter, without 
opening fome avenue, by which the rays of gbt 
pel light m%y (hine upon the reader ; let m? Iri-^ 
form thee O my friend, whoever thou art that 
readeft, and eonceiveft of thyfclf as a feHen fin-* 
lier, there is opened in this vallfcy ofJchra eom^ 
fortable door of hope. Are wc finncf s ? We can-* 
not deny the charge, if wc fhould dare to do it,- w# 
4^ceive ourfeheSj and ibe truth is not in us^ i }6kn 
i. 1 8. blcffed be God, there is a faviour, Jefus 
Qbrift the righfeouSj who is faith the beloved dif* 
ciple, the propitiation for our fins^ and not for ours 
on(y who are Jews by births and have believed in 
Chrift, but for the fins of the whole worlds even 
gentiles alfo tq the ends of the earth, chap. ii. 2 . 
fl^d condemnation and deaths come by the firft 
Adam? Juftification and life arc by the fecond 
Adam. Does the guilt of the former imputed, 
^jbftitute us heirs of wrath ? The obedience and 
righteoufnefs of the latter imputed, conftitutes 
VL% Jieirs of grace and favour. If the image of 
G6^ Wa3 loft to us in Adam, by fin and difobe- 
di&rfC^^; wc are reftored Ih Chrift, and renewed 
by'Wi' fpirit after the image of him that created us. 

lii a word, our condition is deplorable, but not 
defperate ; we are fallen, but help is laid on on^ 
mighty, and thofe comfortable words, may at all 
times chear the drooping mind, of the confcious, 
and coming finner ; whofoewr comes to me, / will 
in no wife cafi out^ John vi. ^7* CHAP* 
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C H A P. III. 

TREAT we ih thi3 chapter of the fecortd 
imputation^ mentioned, chap i. fc6t. 3. 
which refpefts Chrift as the finner's furety, tiar- 
ing their Jins on bis own body on the tree^ and fuf*- 
fcring in their ftead, the demerit of their oflFenGC^. 
In the preceding chapter, we have inveftigated thft 
fource of human forrow, and fufFering ; not 2^ 
figning the caufe to the opening of the feigned 
Pandora^s box \ but to the fin and difobedience 6f 
Adam in paradife\ who truly had received gifts ndt 
^ from many gods, but from the one Alabim^ God 
I in covcjjjgt", pan-dor ay all neceflary gifts, power and 
abilities to conftitute him happy, with all thft 
fhould come from him, had they been rightly iftSl 
proved. And now having difcovercd and la^ 
open the caufe^ our work in this chapter ^ill W 
to point out the cure prepared, and preached *td 
us finners in the blefled gofpei of our Lord JefiU 
Chrifi. But J who hath beieved the report ^ an^Sof 
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? If. liii. i^. 
Perfons labouring under fome difeafc of ttgig^ii 
are for the moft part eafily prevailed on (and tfadc 
fometimes to a fault) to make ufe of any prob^Bli^ 
means for their recovery, and refloration, thob^ 
prcfcribed by mere mountebanks, or empiricks j 
hence the woman mentioned in the gofpei, who 
had an iffue of blood, applied to many phyficians, 
and fpent her fubllance in procuring medicines asr 

- ^' ' ^ ' 
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incffeftyaU as expenfive. Arid whence comes it 
to pafs that people who profefs to believe that 
their bodies afe but a very inferior part of them- 
felves, no other than tabernacles^ * fet up for the 
foulj the nobler part to refide in, for a little feafon^ 
and then to be reduced to their original dull -, 
are notwithftanding fo anxioufly careful to pre- 
ferve the one, yet fo extremely carelefs and neg- 
ligent of the other ^ ^h it becaufe the prefent life 
is fo much to be defired that in order to preferve^ 
it, we fhould hazard the lofs of that to come ? 
Surely no, for all men as it were with one voice, 
complain of the emptinefs and vanity of the pre- 
fent life ; and though not with their lips, declare 
in their lives, a diffatisfaftion in all the prefent 
world can boaft j and fignify by their varied, but 
inceffant purfuit after happinefs, that they defire 
fome diftant good, they cannot attain unto, as 
cxpreffed in the words of the royal pfalmift, who 
mil Jhew us any good ? Pf. iv. 6. Nor is it, either 
becaufe the foul Is not more worthy of attention 
than the body, or fo incapable of being difordered, 
^^r difeafed, that no means, or medicines are ne- 
^fflary to its prefervation, and welfare j but in 

faa, 

* Tabernacle^ fo called by the apoftle Paul, 2 Cor, v. i, 
where we are taught that our bodies are as tabernacles in 
li^^idi- oar fouls mud dwell, for an appointed time, and 
then cemove from this their earthly houfe. Our bodies are 
jQtly^ cOoipared to tabernacles^ ift. By reafon of their frail? 
confiruftion. 2d, Their ftiort and temporary cxiftenceJ 
*rhe confideration of this therefore, while it ferves 10 hum- 1 
ble our pride, and beget in us fuitable conceptions of our fra- j 
gile ftate ; fhould excite our defires, and ftrengthen our pur- 1 
pofes of fecuring an habitation for our fouls more firm and} 
durable, even an boufi tiQt mttde <w:th hands ^ eisrnal inihi\ 
havens\ 
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fa£t, b^caufe prefent things ftrikc fo fbrdbly oh tfcc 
external fcnfcs, though altogether, van, and tran- 
fitory, that we can fcarce attend to any thing clfif. 
In the mean time the difcafe of the foiil ftreng- 
thens, and runs fo high, that ^like perfons under 
the power of fome malignant tever,) we imagine 
ourfelves well, ncgledt and refufe the falutanr 
draught prepared, infenfibly ficken, and languim 
in the very arms of a death mpft to be dreaded. . 
How neceffary is it then for the minifters of 
the gofpeU and the ambafladofs of Chrift to la- 
bour in this point, to convince men of their fat 
len condition, to recover them from their death- 
ful deliriuin, and powerfully perfuade them, evinc- 
ing the truth of their arguments from God's molt 
holy word, that ihey are conceived in fin^ and brought 
forth in iniquily^ and that hy nature th^ are children 
. of wrath : for until fome conviftion of this be 
: wrought in their hearts, Chfifl: wilT^c efteemed 

■ by thcfrTara phyficlan of no value, his blood and 
righteoufnefs will be flighted and difregarded, as 
things infignificant in thefnfelves, or what arc 

■ foreign to men, and from which they neither can, 
* nr.r have need to receive any benefit. The wbole\ 

faith Chrifi, " need nut a phyfician, but they that'' " 
•' are fick,'* Mart. ix. i2. All indeed are infeft- 
ed with a deadly difeafe, and therefore all need a - 
phyfician and Saviour, but few arc fenflbie of their 
dangerous condition •, hence it is, that when'wc 
fpeak of Ghrifl crucified, and falvation by tho 
crofs, we are fo iittle underftood, and ourdoftrihc 
for the mofl part, is treated with contempt. For 
the word^ or preachings of or concerning the erefs^ 
which holds forth Jefus Chrifl crucified, as tht 
fole faviour of finners, and the only way of fal- 

vauiofiL 
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Vitibri, fsio them ibat perijb foolijhnefs ; to tbejewsi 
the unhumbled felf-juftifying profeffors, a ftum* 
bling blocks znd to the greeks^ the wife and pretend- 
ed knowing ones of the world, fooHJImefs^ i Cor; 
i. 1 8, 23, I et it has pleaTed God in every age by 
tKis foolifinefs of preachings to lave as many as be- 
believe, ana to thefc, the golpel is manifeftly the 
power of Godf and to as many as are called^ both 
jews and greeks^ Chrift and the gofpel method of 
falvation by him^ appears to be the power of Gody 
and the wifdom of God. 

2d, Any fuppofed plan of falvation which would 
infringe the juftice of God, cannot be admitted in 
confiilency with our natural notions of him, much 
lefs with what we learn from revelation. Herein 
it is declared, that he is juji and righteous^ Deut* 
xxxii. 4, that he is a jujt God^ and a Saviour^ If. 
xlv. 21. and that when clouds and thick darknefs 
are round about him, yet right eoufnefsy and true 
judgment are the habitation of his throne^ Pf. xcvii* 
2, 89, 144 Yet, infinite wifdom has found out a way 
to preferve, inviolate the attributes of juftice, yet 
juftify the ungodly^ Rom. iv. 5. This is that wif*t 
dom of God, which fo much outfhines, and con-* 
founds the wifdom of the world, that the truth 
of God is conceived of by them as a lye, and the- 
wifdom of God, as matter oi foolifbnefs. All thisj^ 
^vas fprctold, for, faith the oracle of God, / will^ 
deftroy the wifdom of the wife^ and bring to nothing 
the undsrftanding of the prudent J If'xxix, 14, 15, 
It is from revelation alfo^ that we learn our wretch- 
ed ftate by nature; * and the fountain head of 
D fin. 



* I am far from thinking that the bare reading of the 

fcrip- 



fin, and iniquity, is herein laid open and difchi- 
cd ; and what fhould ftill engage Our attention tfe 
this blefled book the more, is, we learn from 
thence our cure. The fcriptures proclaim a full, 
and free falvation for poor ruined finners ; pro- 
cured, by means the moft marvellous, arid afto- 
nifliing, and infured to all the Jeed, by the vera- 
city and faithfulnefs of Jehovah himfclf. Thd 
meafure, or quality of fhis fot;^ -exhibited in the 
redemption of fallen finners, what tongue can 
cxprefs, what heart conceive ? Was his recovery 
hard, and difficult ? Means the moft marvellous 
and aftonifhing muft accomplilh the arduous talk. 
Was man become weak and helplefs by his fall? 
Help muft be laid upon one that is niighty, Pf. 
Ixxxix. 19. and to redeem from death, a ruined 
race, the joy of angels, the delight of earth and 
heaven, muft become man, and die. 

3d, The imputation of our fins to Chrlft, as 
a doftrinal truth, depends upon the truth and cer- 
tainty of the three following things, ift. That fuf- 
ferings and death are the penal effefts of fin. 2d, 
' That Chrift did aftually fuffer and die. 3d, Thar 
he himfelf was free from all fin, for which punifla- 
ment might juftly be inflided. The firft of thefe 

■ rlrit. 

fcriptures, no nor the mod ftudious application to tliofe^. 
cred pages, witkout the irradiating influences of the'ipftit 
^ / of God, can ever thoroughly inftrudk a perfon in the kii J^- 
Icdge of himfelf, &c. But at the fame time, I look upon 
the holy fcriptures to be not only the ordinary, but ro^sft 
effedlual means of leading into this knowledge ; and there- 
fore would exhort to the reading of them with prayer aid 
fupplicatioii, in order thereby, thro*, the divine bleffing, to 
h^-jnadc wfc unto falvation. 
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^fpoken pretty largely to, in my formef 
^on original fin; alfo in the preceding 
^r we have neceffarily been led all along to 
/recourfe to this, fo that what has been ad- 
^ced relative thereto, (it is prefumed) renders 
jit unneceflary to refume the fubjedt^ or add any 
thing more to confirm it. And here 1 ftiould im- 
mediately have difinifle4 this point, had not So- 
cinus himfelf made an unexpefted entry into my 
chamber, and infifted on bodily death being a ; 
confequencejpf nature, and not a punilhment in-Y^ 
Aided for, or becaufe of fin •, his own words are, 
mors naturalis quatenus naturalts eft^ et omnibus 
communis ; non eft peccati ftipendium^ fed nature 
noftra^ quam ipfemet Adamus in ipfa creatione ac- 
cepiiy propria fequela^ lib. 3d, de ferva cap. 8th, 
id efl:, feeing death is common to all^ it muft there^ 
fore be a debt of nature^ not a confequence of ftn^ 
&c. But Paul's affirmation is of greater weight 
with me than Socinus' negation^ the wages of fin ^^ 
is deaths Rom. vi. 23, and by fin came death ^ v/ 
12, Therefore I conclude, with the fuffrage of 
the infpired writers, that fufFerings and deaths 
^c thepenal efFefts of fin. -.'--'— 

>i^v> ad, TlTaTllXnftT^dld T^ fufFer, and that 

^Wen unto death, is a truth, I fuppofe I may in 
this place take for granted, fince to deny it would 
be..to difcredit, and difregard the holy fcriptures* 
^'T^erefore the premifes granted, that fufFering is 
-tlie efFeft of fin, the confequence cannot be de- 
ATiiied, that as Chrifl: fuffered even unto death, he / 
^^muft be fome way chargeable with fin, the caule)^ 
^t?f that fufFering. IHTTKaf ^CKr^nThimfelf was 
.free from all fin, for which, punifliment might 
juftly be Inflidted, cannot but be granted, yea 

ought 
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ought to b^ contended for, by all lyho allow the 
the truth, andfufficiency of hisfatifi^^pn,v nor 
qzn the adverfaries of this do<9^rine, (<;redit: b^ifig 
given to the infpired writings) with a gpod Coun-' 
tenance, affirm the contrary. 

4th, The prophets and apoftles ail wijth one 
voice, being aU ipilrufted by one ipirit), affirm, 
ithat Chriftjefus was pure from all fip ; unble- 
/ miftied in his nature, andlj nl>Iameal>lp in . his life, 
fpotlefs within, and. guilrlefs without. He that 
was born of Mary, called the fon of God, was. a 
holy things Luke i, 35, and fuch an high-prieft 
became us, wh^f is holy^ harmlefs^ undefiJed^ fgpa- 
TAtefromfinners^ Heb. vii. 26, neither was guile 
found in his mouthy i Pet. ii. 22, h€ bad done no 
violence^ neither was any deceit in bis moutb. If. 
ljij.9. And again, inbim there was nofin^ i John 
iii. 5. Now it is not eafy -to conceive, hpw Chrift, 
who was thus holy in nature, and guiltlefs in life 
fhould (confident with juftice) beconie liable to 
fuffer, and that in fuch degree, that no forrow 
was like to his forrow^ if thefc fufferings were not 
the efFeft of fin. And it is no lefs eafy to con- 
ceive how a perfon declared (by truth itfclf,) to 
be thus holy in heart and life, fhould become 
chargeable with fin, if it was not the fin of ano^ 
ther. And how he could become chargeable with 
other's fins, but as they are reckoned, accounted^ 
or imputed to him, I confefs I have not pene^ 
tration enough to difcover. ,-.. 

^ Sin and death are infeparably connefted, (pardon^ 
• ^^ng mercy not interveneingj the/^r/w^rnecefTarily 
: .gives being to the latter, and the latter infallibly 
'^'denotes, and indicates the pre-exiftence of the 
^ \former j but Jefus Chrifl became fubjeft, to the 

latier 
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Jaiter^ itid^Hs obidkrit fo death, even the death 'df 
the crofsr, Philli|) ii. 8. therefore was Jefus Chrift 
fome way chiirgeable wfth the former, viz. fin. 
He th&t is every way free from Jin and guiit him- 
felf, yet juftly fuffers for Jin, and ^uilt ; muft fuf- 
fer for the Jin and guilt of another •, but Jefus 
Chrift was thus free from^ and guilt, vid. fupr. 
therefore he miiil have fuffered for t:he>?» and guilt 
of another. Again, he who in fuch manner, and 
for fuch ends and purpofesfufFersfor another, that 
for the fake of fuch fufFerings, and for the fole 
meritorious caiife of which, that tiher is releafed, 
and exiempted from fufFering, muft be Iboked up- 
on and t!6nfidered as the {ubfljtute of fuch ex^ 
empted perjci^^nd his fufFtmngs as vicarious*, but 
jefus Chrift fuffered in fuch manner, and for fuch 
ends and purpOfes as thefe. If. liii. 5. John iii. 
1 6. 1 . Pet. 3. iS. and his fufferings are the fole me- 
ritorious caUfe of the believer's exemption from fuf^- 
fering. Job. Xkxiii. 7.\. Rom. iii. 24. Eph. i. 7.* 
therefore Jfefus Chrift is to be confidered as the be- 1^ 
lieving finnelr's fubftitute, and his fufFerings as vi-|| 
cariotis. Once more, he who by any means becomes" 
anaiSual and real fubftitute for another, muft ne- 
oeflarily be refponfible for whatever his principal 
ftands juftly chargeable withal ; yet it will by ho 
jhians follow, that fuch afts, or deeds as the prin- 
cipal is juftly charged with, become the proper 
and formal a3s, ordcedsof his fukftitute ; although 
as fuch, he is become tcfponfible for them j but 
as it is impoflible they ftiould become his properly 
and formally, they muft become his imputatively ; 
there being no other way in which we can ftand 
chargeable with guilt, but either as the crime is 

D 3 ©ur 
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our. own perfonal aff^ or as for fome reafons and 
caufes, it is trnputed^ or placed to our account. 

5th, No fooner had Jin and its attendant deatb^- 
jnade a dreadful entry into the world ; but the in- 
tended overthrow, and total deftruftion of thiai 
fellptf/r, together with their murderous author the 
dfvtly w^ exhibited to the mortal parents of our 

t race, now guilty at their maker's bar, in thefe 
words 'be*JhaL bruije thy bead^ which bruifmgand 
ovcrtlTrow, agreeable to the apoftle John, confiftsi 
in defiroying th^ works of the devily i John iii 8. 
compared with Jlofca xiii. 14. i Cor. xv. 25, 26, 
^c. and Chrift being thus preached in the firft 
gofpel-promile, and predidtipn, was ever after to 
be regarded ^s ttfe Saviour of the worlds and ai 
jMofes lifted up the ferpent in the wildernefs^ fo 
Chrift was holden forth, froni the time the pro- 
(nife was thus made, in a twofold maniner, ift, Iq 
this word of God, which though not yet cpmmit- 
ted to writing, was no doubt remembered by 
Adam, and rehearfed in the ears of his fons, and 
fon*s fons, until Mofes, direfl-ed by the Holy- 

iChoft, recorded the promife itftlf in totidem verins^ 
in that book which preferved by the fpecial care 
of heaven, fhall hold forth the Lord Chrift until 
be come to judge the quick and dead. 2d, In tl^i^ 
facrifices offered from Adam through all fucceflSio^ 
ages, until Chrift the end of thofe facrifices Was 
rnanifefted in the flefli. 

It is highly probable fuch facrifices vere infti- 

tuted 



♦ ff^, fo the original hcbrew reads, in the mafculine 
gender (hu) naoft probably referring to Chrtft, the woman^ 
ieed here intended ; and perhaps with an eye Co this^ th^ 
h^ reads (autor) not it , l>utitic. 
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tfatcd immediately * after the promife was made ; 
jn order that the minds of Adam and his fallen 
fons might be the more deeply imprefled with a 
fenfe of the divine difpleafure againft fin, his juf^ 
lice in punifhing it, and the abfolute need of a 
Saviour, who as a fubftitute, and furety, fhould 
by a vicarious undertaking expiate, and atone it. 
It is faid of Abel, whofe offering was acceptable, 
that he offered in faith^ Heb. xi. 4. that is, he {^ 
had refpect unto the blood of Chrift when pour- ^ 

ing 
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* /4nd in procefs of timCt Cain and Abel brought each an 
offerings <bc. On which Mr Henry jiys, Cain's was au 
acknowledgment' made to God, but AbeJ's had refpeft un- 
to the atonement, 

Pifcator on the paflage fpcaks thus, facrifices were appoint- 
ed by God from the beginning of the world, as is manifeft 
in the example of Cait^zxvdi Abel ; for if facrifices had not 
been commanded by God, that of Ahel\ could not have 
been pleafmgto him, feeing lu/VZ-wor/^/^ cannot be accept- 
able to God. Moreover, it is exprefly affirmed, Heb. 11, 
that Abel offered in faith . and therefore was certainly per- 
fuaded, that he (hould pleafe God, who had appointed fa- 
crifices to be offered. And although thefe facrifices may 
appear to have been euchariftical, that is; as expreflions of 
gratitude for the manifold favours received from the bene-* 
Hcent hands of God* At the fame time it is probable expia- 
tory facrifices were then appohated to be offered ; that is, 
^ types and facraments of the expiatory facrifice to be made 
by the offering of the body of Ghrift. For feeing God be- 
fore the fall had added to the promife of eternal life, the 
fecrament of the tree of life ; it is probable after the fall, 
that fymbol, being removed, and a new promife given con- 
cerning the woman's feed, fome fui table fign (hould be gi- 
yen as the feal thereof. Now fuch were all the legal Sa- 
crifices intended as expiatory, and by which God gave tefti- 
mony that Ghrift fhould bruife the ferpent's head, and by 
tl^e facrifice of himfelf, ms^ke atonement for the fins of the 
Clea. 
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ing out the blood of his flain viftim ; and the 
apoftie more than infinuates that this gave wort^ 
and acceptance to his facrifice, for in this^ it iwai 
more acceptable than Cain*s. 

Now it is but natural to fuppofe thax Ahel^ and 
every other believing offerer, had fomc fuch con- 
ceptions, and believing views as thefe, when pre- 
fentmg the harmlefs viftim at the bloody altar, and 
while the flaughterM beaft emitted with its reeking 
gore, iis painful life. " This unblemifhed crea- 
*' ture, faultlefs, as fpotlcfs, falls for mCv and dies a 
** death the due demerit of my aggravated 
•^ . crimfis 4 .thus in ibid juitlce might the venge^ 
*' ful fword, have plunged its indignant point in 
*' my very foul ; thus might the wrath of an of- 
*' fended God have broken forth upon mc a fin- 
** ful creature, and have confumed me in ^ 
** moment ; this, and more is my defert. But 
*' O the ftupendous goodnefs of God, by whofe 
" gracious appointment, this inoffenfive animal 
•' is ofl^ered, and accepted for me, and in this 
•' Ihadowy manner bears my fins and fuifers in 
" my ftead. I know there is no virtue in the.. 
** blood of thefe flain beafts to take away my fin, 
*' but I believe what God has faid, (hall furelyo^ 
** come to pafs, a feed^ Ihall rife viftorious ovef :;;) 
'' all his foes, and being bruifed, ftiall bruife the 
" ferpent*s head, fhall empty all his veins, and 
" dying bleed the balm fliall expiate my fin, and 
*' heal my wounded foul. I fee him here prefigur- 
" ed, agonizing in the arms of death, breathlefs iq 
" and pale he dies, he fufFers, In my ftead, a \ 
** finful, and obnoxious creature, HE, a fpot- 
" lefs vidlim typified in this unblemilhed Lamb.'^ '- 

^th. 
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- 6th, It was fcarce poflSble for the jews to- havK 
Any other conceptions of the pardon of fin, and 
i\it removal of guiit, than by an imputative trans-? 
fer of that fin and guiit to another •, feeing every 
piacular viftim would neceflarily ferve to beget, 
and confirin in them this notion. When an 
Jfraelite brought his burnt offering to the door of 
fhe tabernacle of the congregation, Levit. i. g* 
he muft lay his hand upon the head of his offer- 
ing ; fignifying thereby (fay fome) that he was' 
fully willing, and (difppfed to give up all his claiin 
and title in the beaft, and to devote it wholly to 
the fervitce of God. This perhaps might be in.- 
Jiended ; but that nothing mpre was intended 
thereby is not at ^\\ probable. For ift. The law 
was a Jhadow of good things ti) come^ Heb, x, i* 
and the whole ceremonial difper^Tation was typical 
and figurative of Chrift, and his benefits; fo much 
the apoftle teaches when he lays, the' law was a 
fchoolmafter to bring us to Chriji^ Gal. iii. 25. and, 
Chriji is the end of the lawj Rom. x^ 4. the hody^ 
Coloff. ii. 17. of which all thofc. temporary rites 
were the fliadow.* 

And indeed, as Chrift is the foundation of the 
povenant of grace, fo hie is alfo the bafis of all the 
fcripture, aii4 the centre to which all the lines of 

reve- 



"^ Deus retercs patrcs ad fidem venturi Mejjia erigere 
Voluity et fermonibus et adionibus loquendo. Non tantuoi 
promifliones ejus et oracula varia tradendo, quae rei certitu- 
dinem probarent ; fed et typos et figuras complures oculis 
•iihi^«fido, qtne m o d t im ct circamftanthisvarias tarn admi-' 
rabilis myderii efficaciusrepraefentarent; ut ita umbris i(lis 
Ct piduris popalus rudis adhuc et minorennis veluti elemen- 
tis quibufdam deduceretur ad bonorum caeleftium per Chrift 
tum^ acquirendorum apprehenfionemy Augujiin. 
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revelation flow, the types, and figures, as well as the 
promifes, &c. 2d, All thofc facrifices, &c, which 
(hould be abrogated by Chrift, were certainly 
types of Chrift ; but fuch were thofe inftituted h^ 
Mofesj and offered by the jews under that oecono- 
my, as the apoftle to the Heb. confirms by vari^ 
ous arguments ; therefore legal facrifices, &c. were 
types of Chrift. 3d, The jews were daily taught 
to conceive of God, as a holy, fin-hating, and 
fin-punifhingGod, from the precepts of the moral 
law, and his manifold denunciations of wrath t- 
gainft finners ; and they were alfo taught to con- 
ceive of him, as a God with whom there was 
mercy, and who would not keep anger for ever, 
againft thofe wfco fought him. This they learned 
partly from the declarations made of himfelf, and 
]>artly from the facrifices appointed to be offered, 
oaily and yearly, by which he might be placated 
and be propitious to fuch as had qflffended. 

On the great day of atonement, or in the an- 
nual feaft of expiation, Levit. xvi. 21. Aa^on muli 
lay both his hands upon the head of ihe live goaty 
and confefs over him (ill the iniquities of the children 
of Ifraely ^nd all their tranjgreffions\ in all tbm 
JinSy putting them upon the head of the goat^ which 
fbould be fent away by the hand of a fit man int o the 
Vfildernefs. How could the beholders of this fo- 
lemn aft conceive of any other than a typical trkift^ 
' fer of their fins and iniquities upon the ica|^ 
^goat, *■ which was in reality no other than a typi! 



• This fcape-goat, was by the Jews called Azazely cotii 
Ccrning the meaning of which there have been various o- 
piflions. Some think it was fo called from a moaatain ii| 

the! 
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ofiChrift. Befides^ this appears to be the very 
thing they were intended to be taught ; for it i» 
added, and ibe fcape-goai /hall bear upon bim all 
their iniquities^ to a land not inhabited. It is cer- 
tjun, the goat could not be conceived to bear theip 
fins, &c. in this typical jort^ but by imputation ;/ 
nor can the bearing of ourTms^'^cVH mKerwIfej 
conceived of in the antitype. It is further mani-^ 
feft that the fins of the people were fuppo<ed ta* 
be laid on ihs, goat ^ and that he carried them away, 
feeing the goat was afterwards efteemed to be un- 
clean, by reafon of the fins laid upon him, fo that 
if any man touched him he was polluted thereby, ; 
and mufl: wafti his cloths, &c. bath his fle/h irpi 
water, and afterward come into the camp, Levit. I 
xvi. 26. Now what Aaron was appointed to do| 
annually in the face of the whole congregation, 
this did every one that offered privately at the 
door of the tabernacle, as to the fubflrance of it \ 
laying on his hands, confefling his fins, and put-^ ' 
ting them on the head of the vidim ; or rather, 
by an aft of faith, on him, the vidim reprefcnt- 
«d. Thus our great facrifice and Saviour, the 
woman's feed was daily fliadowed forth, an^ the 
viV pro- 

"-on ~ 

^]|^^efert where the goat was let loofe ; but others- witl| 
greater, probability of truth, that the goat obtained this 
p£xi'e, folely from this cef empny, and make azazely to be 
^'word compounded of (hhez) a goat^ and (/?z«/) to fend 
i^ay. Pifcat. fo Kimchi. 

The LXX call the goat, ( Jpopompahn ) i. e. one that 
drives, or carries away evil ; fuppofmg by this name, that 
tbe goat was not onl^ fent away, but carried with him fhe 
fins, the maid p.opLulor urn ; and therefore fitly reprefented 
(^hrift, our {apfipompahs) who by bearing oi}r iin^i^ takes 
away pur evils. 



\ 
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BPomife Brft made concerning the Mefliah, muA 

be repeated every day ; each morning, and each 

/ evening, an unblemifhed lamb muftipeak of Jefua 

"^ in a dying groan ; and though in insirticulate, yet 
(cxpreffive accents, publilh the neceffity^ and virtue 
pf his efficacious blood. 

7th) The prophets and apoilles taught, and 

influenced by one and the fame fpirit, fpeak the 

iame things of the Meffiah in refpeft to the great 

end, and gracious defign of his coming into the 

^ world i and what thofe foretold concerning him, 

*» thefe teftify to have been fulfilled in him. fife 
fhall, fays the holy prophet Daniel jfimjh trunfgreffion^ 
0Md bring in an everlafiing righte^fnefs \ and the 
J^fiab Jhall be cut off^ chap. ix. 24, z6. The 
prophet Ifaiah fays, furely be bath borne our griefs^ 
emd carried our f arrows •, yea be was wounded for 
out tranfgreffionsy be ivas brut fed for our iniquities^ 
tbe ebaftifement of our peace was upon bim^ and 
witb bisfiripes we are bealedy chap, 53. AU we 
like ft>eep bave gone aftray^ with one accord, and 
in imitation of our ftraying difobedient parents^ 
have turned from the ways of God, ftupidly, and 
iffnotantly as fheep we have wandered from the 
fold ; we bave turned every one to bis own way ; 
a way not of God*s chufing, but our own^ a Wi<y 
fuited to each one's particular tatte and temper ^' 
a way feemingly rigbl in each one*s private, bW 
miftaken opinion, for the end thereof is deatS^ 
And the Lor4 h^th laid ^ qn him the iniquity efr 

♦ LaidonhftH^ the hebrew verb, fhiphgiahh) figmfies 
to rufli with Tiolence and impetuofity, as a lion, or fome dc- 
Ifpuring betft» is wont to. rufh ^ith eagernefi oA its prey. 

DOQll^ 
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ut. all \ exa^ng the utmoil farthing of the debt; 
lb had engaged for ; and inflicting all the punifh^ 
msnt our iniquities had de&rV^. 

Thus was the Meffiah, already in the |)urpo(<l 
of God, and; purfuant to the redemption coyenant^ 
^y cut oflf out of the land of the living ; for cho 
^f tranfgreffion of my people was he ftricken^** 
ver. 8, ^^ he had done no violence, neither was 
" deceit in his mouth,** ver. 9. Why then 
did he fuflFcr ? ** That he might julHfy many,*^ 
How Ihall this be done ? " he fhall bear their 
" iniquities,** ver. 1 1 . Thefe and the like things f 
were /?r//^*y. concerning the Lord Chrift, yetfoi 
certain was the events that the prophet Ifaiab in 1 
this evangelical chapter, frequently fpeaks of fu-j 
ture things in a paft tenfe. Afterwards the apoCt) 
tics of our Lord whom he had chofen for this 

pur- 



Dominus fecit in cum, agmine fiado incurrere noftra pecn 
cata, ficut aquse torreatis in foveamquajidam.4$duc.ttntm4,, 
Cerh. in loc. i. e. 

j^s *vjaters falling do*wn fomc mighty Jieep^ 
;^ With violence rujh into the neighboring deep g 
^ji So did the Lord appoint to meet in him, 

,. The fins and guilt of thofe he fhould redeem. 
' The fame word is ufed alfo with reference to a man, who 
^li heat and fury falls upon his enemy to flay him ; fo it 
If itfe^, Judg. vlit. 20, where Gideon is faid to have fallen 
t)g|i^ Zeba and Zalmuna. Likewife i Sam. zxii. 18, where 
9q^i$ commanded to fall upon the prieds of the Lord4# 
This word therefore, ftrongly expreffes the malignity ofjin^ | ' 
which like a roaring lion rulhed on it's prey, the meek and| 
ktiiocent lamb of God. 2d, The inflexibility of Jlern juf\ 
tice, which (hewed nocompaffion to the co-equal, and only' 
begotten fon of God, when he flood in the place, and fuf- \ . 
feredin the ftead of poorfmners. 3d, The nwjl excruci^^A 
ating pain the Lord Jefus felt, when he wa$ thus bruifcd, j \ 
and his foul was made an offering for fin. I 
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{>urtx>rc, gave public tellimony to all, and kt & 
very place, of the certainfulfiUmcnt of the things 
fpoken concerning him by the prophets. Nd 
fooner had the apoftles received the promife df 
the father, which they had been taught to wait 
for in Jerufalem^ but under the extraordinary in- 
fluence of the fpirit, they began to teach and 
preach Chrift, both tojev) and gentile^ teftifying 
both to fmall and great, that he was the Meffiab^ 
the only and all-fufiicient Saviour of poor finners. 
Repent and be baptized in the name of Jefus 
Chrift." Afts ii. 37, for " to him give all 
the pfophets witnefs, that whofoever believeth 
*' on him Ihall receive remiffion of fins. AGt% 
X. 43. Wonderous grace J Surprizing mercy ! 
But how can this comport with juftice? The moft 
cxaftly, intimates the fame apoftle, for •* Ghrift 
" hath once fuffered for fins, the jufl.for the un- 
** juft:, that he might bring us to God,'* i Pet. 
# iii, 18. And the fins we ftood chargeable with, 
\\ and obnoxious for, have been placed to his ac- 
\\ count, and " he hath born them,** as our fub- 
\\ ftitute, " in his own body on the tree,** chap. 

» When Saul was brought under the teachings loif 
the fame fpirit, and began to fit at the feet of Je/us^ 
as he formerly had done at Gamaliers^ healfo^ie^ 
gan to publifh the fame things concerning Chii^ 
proving and alledging from the writings oi^ j^ 
prophets and the law of Mofes^ " that Cbrift muft 
needs have fufftred^ and ri fen again from the dead*, 
and that this Jefus whom I preach is Chrifi. A6bs xviji 
2- 3» gi'^i^g all the a'Jurances of falvation to fiti^ 
ners through faith in his name, " be it known^ 
fays he, *^ men and brethren, that through this 

** man 
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*6 manispreacheduntoyouthefoi^hrcncrsoffins.** 
^^ ch. xiii, 38, he hath delivered usfromthecurfeof 
fh the law, being made a curfefor us, * Gal. iii. 13^ 
>^ all that believe in him, are juftified from all things^> 
*f from which they could not be juftified by the 
*' law of Mofes/* A6ts xiii. 38, 39. Aftonifliing 
grace this, but how can it confift with a righte- 
ous and a holy law ? Moft admirably, for " God 
f * hath made him to be fin § for us, who knew 



* Earn execrationetn fiifcepit cui obnoxius noli erat, cum 
fufpenfus fuit in Hgno, ut execrationetn folveret quae adver- 
fum nos erat. i. e. He bore the curfe when hanging on 
the tree, that he in no wife deferved, that he might free 
us from the curfe we were obnoxidus to. Oecumenius. 

§ Some would have the greek word (^^^w^r//V7^ herercn- 
dered^«, to be rend^rcd^n'offeri/ig, although it is obferve- 
abie it is neceflarlly rendered in the former fenfe wherefo- 
ever it occurs throughout the whole newteftament, in the 
latter fenfe, not once : nor is there anyjuftcaufe why it 
ihould be rendered fin-offering here, unlefs it be in order 
to deftroy the antithefis in the former and latter claufe of 1 
the verfe, and hereby fubvert the doctrine of imputed fm,*?^ 
and imputed righteoufncfs fo clearly eftabliftied by the Ho- ' 

ly Ghort. Beza has the following note upon the paflagc, 

ll^ich I beg leave toinfert, etjt vero peccatum interdum vo- 
^ur viCiima ex hebraaorum idiotifmoy afud quos Jjc acci^ 
J^f^r nonien (aiham) ut Levit, viL 2, tatnen ratio anti' 

f?> pofcit ut potiuf Chrijlus dicatur fa^Ius effe peccatum 
nehis ; /. e, Peccator^ non in ipfe^ fed ex omnium nof- 
uin peccatofUm reatu ipji imputato, Penetus^ by fol- 
ly.- land extravagancy has reduced himfcif to extreme pover- 
jt Jr ; nor is this the worft, he has alfo contr^^d large debts 
which he is utterly unable to difcharge. His creditor it fcems 
'nas had much patience with him, but through ill-treat- 
ment is become fevefe, and now with unmitigated rigour 
cjdemands full payment to be made. Penetus is quite infol- 
vent> nor is there ground for hope, that he ihould ever be 

other- 






«* ho fm,^ 2 Cor. ▼. 21, we by fiii 4nd ^kBi-^ 
dicnce had forfeited the divine fatour and ruined 
our fouls, but ** Chrift Jefus came into the world 
" to fave finners, which is a faithful faying, and 
*^ worthy of all acceptation/* i Tint i. 15, and 
this he efFefts " by the facrifice of himfelf/* Heb. 
ix. 28^ " being once offered up to bear the fiM 
**• of many, ver. 28. 

Thus what the prophets had foretold cbricern- 
ing Chrilt, his death and the defign thereof, &Ci 
the apodW fhew mh^Us: fulfilled, in him, and- by- 
him. And this pi-caching Chrift crucified for fins^ 

' and the finner's furety, and fubftitute^ is what 
blefled Paul feems to have gloried in above all 
things, and to have efteemed as the very marrow^ 
foul, and Jubftance of his gofpel ; and that where- 
in his embafly principally confifted ; God forbid^ 

^fays he, that I fhould glory ^ fave in the crofs ofowr 
Lord Jefus Chrift, Gal. vi. 14. and to the Corio^ 
thians, I delivered unto you firft of all, thai which 
I alfo received, bow that ChriSi died for our Jin s ac^^ 
cording to the fcriptures, i Cor. xv. 3. Not to 
fummoii any other of the infpired penmen to the 
bar, who becaufe they were taught by the fame 
fpirit, it is impoffiblethey fhould bear an evidenef '■- 
contrary to rhofc already heard j we may ventuw^^ 
to reft the caufe on their moft dear, and am]^e£ 

tcftiv^V: 

^_^__^ .^^^ b" 

otherwife ; w^||^can be done for him ? Ploujtanut abuii- • 
dant in wealth, yet more fo in generofity andgoodnefs en* 
gages for the debt, gives fecurity for the payment of it, and 
acquits the before dillreffed, but now joyful and tranfport» . 
ed Penetus. Now although Ploujianus never contnuaed 
the debt he ftands engaged for by extravagant living, ycl 

^ he hath made hi-nfclf debtor-by (what I had almoft called) 

* extravagant loving. The application is cafy. 
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ieftimoriy ; feeing nothing lefs thto a grbfs pcr-» 
verfion of what the prophets and apoftles have^- 
wrote, and a bold eflay to fubvert their meanings 
can turn the current of the doarine of imputati* _ 
on into another channel, or Extort a verdi£t ia 
Tfavour of a contrary tenet. 
, 8th, This then is gofpel indeed, though we have 
finned, are guilty, doubly guilty, before a holy 
fin punilhing God, being finners by nature, and 
finners inpradice; yet is there a- foundation for 
hope of mercy in perfed corififtency with juftice ; 
heaven's golden-gates are not for ever barred, nor 
is our fun gone down in everlafting night •, for 
there is, hear it O heavens, be all attention, O 
earth, there is a SAVIOUR, an almighty; 
SAVIOUR, rich in love, and plenteous in gruce^r 
who caftsout none that come untohim^ John vi. 37. 
great in power, faving io the uitermtil all that come 
unto God by him^ Heb. vii. 25. He is the great 
atonement, the (copher) the true mercy- feat, the 
one propitiatory facrifice by which, God is recon-- 
died unto the worlds ± Cor. v. ro. This my dear/ 
reader is the great myftery or falvation, this isr 
the fecret of God, which the princes of this world 
were ignorant of, when moft bent to fulfil it, in 
crucifying the Lord of glory. By that one cffence^ 
of that one man Adam^ many are fubjefted to ^ 
death •, by the one obedience^ viz. the life and death^*^ 
of that one man Ghrift Jefus^ many are abfolved,"^ 
and entitled to life. All finned, one fcffered, man 
was debtor, man difcharged his debt. * Sin ^nd 
E death 



^ Homo qui debuit, homo, folvit ; nam fi mius inqutt, 

?ro- 
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dcathcameby thefruhof'the /r^/; reckaapM^ 
and life come by the tree alfo ; the former 5ffc 
planted in paradifey and was deadly to toixki; 
the latter was erefted on mount calvary^ and psfie 
blefllngs in large clutters. The fin of Adan[^^/^- 
eluded him and his feed from the prefcncc of GtWl, 
the foul-comforting prefence of their maketj and 
cherubim and a flaming fword, forbad future ac- 
ceis to the tree ef life. But Chrift the lamb of 
God, has kerne our fins in bis own body on the tretj 
turned away the wrath of heaven, quenched the 
flaming fword, and by his own blood bath confe- 
crated a new and living way into tbe boly of holies. 
Heb. X. 19, 20, and hath opened alfo the king* 
dom of heaven to all who believe in him. 

What difcovereft thou O reader in this proce- 
dure, that merits thy difreeard or contempt? 
Wherein does the dodrine of Chrift*s atonemmt 
appear to be abfurd, or irrational ? Why (ho^ild 
the great lord and legiflator of the world be 
efteemed deficient in jujiice^ becaufc he has been 
pleafed in a way fo wonderful to magnify hfr'a- 
bounding mercy in appointing and accepting the 
fufFerings of one every way qualified and fia^ljr 
willing, in behalf of another, by which woncfirr- 
ful plan, his juftice is preferved inviolate, full 
reparation is made to his injured law, and his rich 
grace and mercy are hereby become the wonder 
and joy of men and angels ? The work of falva- 

tion 
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pro omnibus tnortuus eft, ergo omncs mortui funt, ut.Ti- 
delicet fatisfadio unius omnibus imputetur ; iicut omnium 
peccata unus ille portavit, nee alter jam inveniatur qui 
forefacit, alter qui fatisfecit ; quia caput et corpus linus eft 
Chriftus. Bernardus Eftft. ad Innocent. 



4iih'fe ^1 wonder •, there is wonderful wifdomxA 
2tSfe contrivance, wonderful power in accomplilH- 
tilig the defign, fatan and his rebel hoft fubdued 
^TO vanquiflicd ; a wonderful difcbi^try of jufiice^ in 
^fevirig no finner without adequate fatisfadtion -, a 
twonderful manifeftation of mercy^ in accepting one 
-to fuffer in the dead and place of another ; a won- 
derful perfon engages in the wonderful work^ and 
wonderful love begins, carries on, and compleats 
the whole. Such love as this, which God com^ 
fnendetb to us^ no man can Ihew ; friend may of- 
fer himfelf to death for friend ;* or fome dear re- 
lative allied by blood, f &lc. yea peradventure fome 
for a good man woUld even dare to die^ Rom. v. 7. 
but the love of God is manifefted, and exercifed 
towards us, when, in a ftate of fin and ahenanon 5 
for when we were without ftrengtb, finntrs^ and 
enemies^ Chrift died for us, to raifey reconciky and 
'^teftoreusy Roni, v. 6, 8, id. 
3d E 2 Reader 



arij ?• There is a ftory on record of two friends Damon 2.nd 

^\Pjfhias, one of whom the tyrwit Dj/ on if us had condemned 

^ tq die ; he afked a few days to fet his houfe in order, which 

'mat he might procure, the other willingly offered himfelf 

to day as a pledge, and to die in his place, if he did not 

return by the day appointed. The other faithfully returnl- 

ed according the time appointed, in order to receive his 

doom, and redeem his friend who had fo deeply engaged 

for him ; when the tyrant faw fuch faithfulnefs in tneir 

' ' friendlhip) he pardoned him that was appointed to die, and 

defired to b^ admitted a third in their friendfhip. 

f It is recorded of Zaieucusy the lawgiver of Locrenfisi 
that he appointed by law, that adulterers (hould have both 
^. their eyes put out. And it happening that his own fon be- 
ing taken in adultery, he^ to preferve inviolate his law, yet 
manifeft paternal affedion to his fon, put out one of hia 
own eyesy to redeem one of the eyes of his fon. 
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Reader is it poflible thou canft bcUevingly nje- 
ditate on theftr aftonifhing and interefting. tru^ 
as they (land on (acred record, and not find tW^ 
heart glow with gratitude and joy ? Angels 'ra 
their being obfcurely fliadowed in legal cerennf<¥ 
nies, filled with wonder, and a holy curiofity, A3 
J!re4 to look into them. Angels gladly publifhed tH(; 
news of the new born Saviour to our wondering 
world, andi gave glory to God in the bigbeft^ while 
tbey proclaimed peace on earthy and good will towards 
men^ and (hall man be filent in his praife ? Blefs 
tbe Lord Omy foul^ and all that is within me^ mag'- 
nify bis boly name \ blefs the Lord all yf his. faints, 
and tell abroad from, day to day the wonders of 
Eis grace and love. " He tqok not on him the 
*' nature of angels, but he took the feed of Abra- 
" ham, and becaufe the children were partakers 
" of flelhand blood, he likewife alfo himfelf tooK 
^* part of * the fame,'* Hcb. ii. 14, i6, and that hi? 
might have tbe right of redemption^ Jer. xxxii. 7 l^ 
our lawful (goel) redeemer, deliverer, &c. he aP 
fumed our nature, and became our elder brotheri' 
We werfi become poor, and had fold our poffH^' 
fions, yea our very fouls for nought^ Levit, xit^^ 
25, and Chrift our kinfman redeemed us without? 
taoney^ not With, gold andjilver^ nor any other cor- 
ruptible things but with the precious blood that circu- 
lated through his own unblemiihed body, i Pet. 
1.12. 

Reader, before I conclude this chapter, I would 
beg leave to remind thee of the two greateft 
tranfedtions that tbe fun hath feen ; the one in pa- 
radife, the other on Mount Calvary ; by the former 
of thefe came death, and all our woe ; a/id who- 
ever thou art that readeft thou art concerned in 

thi$ 
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tpxs affair v no birth, nor blood can exempt thee 
fi;om the common charge of guilt, which lies 
equally againft all that Iprihg from the loins of 
^dam : By xhtlatUr God is reconciled, and^guilty 
finners are abfolved, through fafth in him that 
^ied upon the crofs. My brother Gnner fee the 
lamb of God, fufpendcd on the tree, grow pale 
in death, and agonizing .in the mortal combat ; 
ah ! what do I fee ? He bleeds from every ,pore ; 
but O aftonifhing to tell, he bleeds the balm^ that 
heals our wounded fouls. How chearing was the 
word that clofed the folemn fcene, it is finijhed^ 
when rightly underftood, and believingly receiv- 
ed ! What more remains to be done ? What after 
work ? What further claim ? fFbo Jhall lay any 
thing (o the charge of God's eleSt ? For, Chrift has 
died^ Rom. viii. 33. Thus may we by oTten lo'gk- 
ing to the rock from whence we are hewn, be 
humbled under a deep fenfe of our fin, and the 
finfulnefs of our nature ; that we may be as no- 
thing and lefs than nothing in our qwn eyes; and 
with fuch believing views m^y we look to Jefus^ 
that we may 6nd in him an all-fufBcient Saviour % 
for as Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the wildernefs^ 
Jo is Jefus lifted up upon the pole of the gofpel, 
that wbqfoever helieveth in him^ may not p(rijh but 
have -everlafiing life. Johniii. 14, 15. 

E 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. RB 

THE pcfts went out being baftened by the kin^ 
commandment^ and the decree was given^td 
Shu/ban the palare^ Efth. iii. 15. Haman pleafed^ 
at having fuccceded fo well in his bloody defigff^ 
fits down to regale himfelf with wine, but the ci^ 
Shulhan "was perplexed^ and in every province wbitber^ 
foeve' tke king*s commandment^ and bis decree came^ 
tbere was great mourning among tbe jewSj chap. iv. 
13 An horrible cloud of darknels pregnant with 
immediate death, was now ftrfetched over the ex- 
tenfive empire of AbafueruSj and appeared ready 
to burft on the heads of all the circumcifed tribes 
that dwelt in his dominion. It is death by laW 
for Efther to come into the prefence of the king'j 
it is death by a malicious bloody decree to Jw 
kindred and nation if fhe does not come. Tll^ 
was indeed a day of darkncfs and diftrefs, E^bW 
uncalled for thirty days, Mordecai difgraced, an^ 
a fwift decree gone forth damped with the roy^ 
fignature, to deftroy and make a fpeedy endiltf 
all the jews in'every province. '"? 

But how much more dark and diftrefsful was 
the day when /tdain forfeited the favour of hi? 
Lord and King, and fell into foul difgrace by fiii 
and difobedience ! Not the ftate of Perjia only, 
but all the world became obnoxious to death ; not 
only jews, but gentiles too,' even all that fhould 
come from the loins of Adam were involved to- 
gether with him in the guilt of his tranfgreffion. 
A law more ftable and unalterable than that of the 
Medes and Perjians^ by which, it was death to 



i|%fi:Qpi that forbidden tree, was violated, and the 
penal-fandtion thereof, death, was ready to be in- 
iflifted on the unhappy offender, and common 
parent of mankind. ESiker muft put on her royial 
ro^es to intercede, and become an advocate for 
b<2r diftrefTed friends and nation; C&rift^ the 
bnigbtmfs of the f at her* s glory ^ muft put * off his 
robes of royalty, and become a mediator for a 
loft and ruined world. Queen E/^i&^r engages for 
her own flelh, the jews \ Chrift affumes a body, 
that being our flefh, -f he might engage in our 
caufe. EJlher undertakes for her friends ; Chriji 
undertakes, that from enemies he might make 
friends. X ^^^ is employed to revoke the deathful 
decree by abrogating the law 5 H E^ to deliver 
thofe doomed to death, yet eftablifh the law. || 
She rifques the difpleafure of Ahufureus^ and 
tiereby expofes herfelf in much probability to 
death, to fave her people from the purpofed bloody 
jnaffacre; //£, voluntarily lays down his life, § 
^rid courageoufly rufhes into the arms of certain 
^path, death armed with all the multiplied tranf- 
gceffions of his people, death the moft formidable, 
■^d alarming, to fave them from the caufe and 
Gurfe, fin and death. EJiher was ftirred up by 
Mordecai to intereft herfelf in the important bufi- 
nefs of her nation; but Chrifi from his own 
philanthropy y for the great love wherewith be loved 
us J makes his people's caufe his own, and gave 
bimfelf for our fins. Eph. ii. 4, Gal. i. 4. EJlher 
managed her affairs with fo much prudence, that 
lier kindred flefti was thereby faved from the 
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bloody fetitence ; Cbrip behaved fo difcredy^ 4Mb 
by bis knowUJ^e manj even all that believe ihdjr. 
bejuftifiedy and eternally faved. If. lii. 13. j^! 
II. ? 

In a word, Eftber the queen fo well fucceedocl] 
in what (be undertook^ and all her engageoieiitt 
iffued fo much in favour of the jews, that wicfctr 
ed Haman who had contrived their ruin, not oa-^ 
ly faw his hopes fruftrated, and his bloody de* 
fign quite overturned ; but the infamy and deat^ 
he intended another, becomes his own unavoid- 
able and miferable portion ; his charaAer and 
fame now finking as low in the efteem of his 
prince, as his body was raifed high, a fpe&acle 
to the furprized courtiers and an example to all 
that fhould hear thereof, of an ambitious and 
bloody mind. At the fame time the mourning, 
jews are not only made to put off their fackclotV 
but alfo to gird themfdves with gladnefs ; andic 
th^ difregardp4 and diftreflfed Mordecai not oniric 
delivered ifrom death, but taken into favoucj '• 
exalted as the head of the people over the pro- " 
yinces of Perfta^ and receives as a token of the '* 
royal favour the rinf^ of Ahafuerus^ and a (ilkendo 
garment fit for thofc who ftand in the prefence 
. of a king. So our Lord Jefus Chrift^ fo honoura- 
bly acquitted bimfelf in his great undertaking, 
and fo perfedly accompliflied his mighty engage- 
ments, that his people who were become ob- 
noxious to death by a righteous fentence, are not 
only delivered from going down to (he fit^ but 
through faith in this great Mediator y^ are accepted 
into favour, receive pledges and tokens of God's 
good plcafure in them and towards them, and 
are veiled with a royal robe, the fpotlefs righte- 
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cttrffcfs (X Chrift impdted to them, in which Acy 
niby; ftand with boldncfs in the prefence;;of the 
kittj^ &{ kings. 

2d, In the foregoing chaptf^r we have fpoken of 
jtllo Imputation of the believer's fins to Chrift, have 
viewed the Lami of God^ offered upon the alter of 
his crofs, in the room and place of his people, ancj 
in confequence of which they are delivered from 
the curfe, freed from condemnation, and faved 
from wrath and hell. T he bufinefs of this chap- 
ter will be to treat of the imputaition of his righ* 
teoufnefs unto them, whereby they obtain a title 
to heaven and glory •, and which h the third kind 
of imputation, fpoken of chap, the firft. 

3d, The glorious gofpel of Jefus Chrift, pro- 
claims and publiflies him ^s the only way of 
falvation, and the fole Saviour of finners ; and 
the method artd manner by which this falvati- 
Ort is brought ynro a fallen world is, by the 
blood of his crpfs, having hereby " redeemed 
•' us from the Curfe of the law, being made a 
" curfe for us/- Gal. iii. 13. This *' curfe 
"^of the law," ver. 10th, is the penalty of dif- 
obediehce, '*• curfed is every one that Continu- 
*' eth not in all things which are written in the 
*' book of the law to do them •/* therefore 
Chrift's ignominious and torturing death, by rea- 
fon of which he was deemtd curfed, was the ran^ 
fom paid for the redemption of his people, and 
by which " they are delivered from going doWtt 
*' to the pit." Job xxxiii. 24, but cannot be 
allowed to be a price paid to purchafe grace or 
glory. That grace and glory refult trom the 
Jrighteoufnefs of Chrift, that is, his aftive and 
paftive obedience, is readily granted, but that 
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they are the refult of the latter, abftraftetif^^jBg^ 
the former, as though bought and purc^^^yy^f 
thereby, does not appear from the word of :Q§^ 

Loft finners are reprefented in fcripture, as;j^ 
ing the objeft of the Redeemer's love, and (aUc^ 
the expreffion) the commodity to be bought w^ 
the mediator's blood ; hence fays the apoftle, "/^ 
*' are bought with a price," i Cor. vi. 20, agai|)i 
^* ye are bought with a price, be not ye the fcr-^ 
** vants of men," ch. vii, 23, again, "• ye were 
*' not redeemed with corruptible things, 2^ fil^ 
" ver and gold, &c. but with the precious bloo4 
^' of Chrift." I PeL i. 18, 19. The people of 
God are frequently fpoken of as his poffeffioHj ith 
Iperitance^ portion^ &<:. and as fuch are common- 
ly faid to be redeemed^ ^nd purcba/ed by him. Epti, 
1. 14. Pf. Ixxiv. 2. A6ts XX, 28, &c. ,jj 

To fay or fuppofe that Chrift'^ paffi^e obediei)/^ 
abftra&ed from his aftive, and without refj^d 
thereto, gives a believer a title to glory, i^igj 
feparate and disjoin what God has put togethe|rcj# 
his eternal and allrwife counfel, and publilhe^^ 
his word, as the matter of our faith; and h^d^d% 
an opinion any foundation to fupport it, the. io|: 
lowing unfcriptural things would neceflarily/|^ 
built up together with it. ift. That there is a 
law which gives life to fome degree of imperfeft 
obedience, or rather to difobedience, for there 
is no medium. Now fuch fuppofed law muft ftand 
in oppofition to that perfeft one, which is Jbofy^ 
jujty ^nd good^ and whofe voice is, curfed is ev&j 
one that continuetb notj in all things written in ttie 
hook of the law to do tbim ; muft iffue from dif- 
ferent motives, and aim at different ends ; but 
Chrift came not into the world to dejiroy^ but to 
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p^ tie law. Math. V. 17. 2d, That the holy 
K^^ Chrift, and that perfeft and exaft obedi- 
ekee he paid to the mpral law, was no part of 
tfiSfc/covenant he was engaged in, and of which 
l*PWas the head, and reprefentative of his feed. 
ifelfb that heaven and glory are not given as the 
JNSNvard of righteoufnefs, but for reafons alien 
thereto ; feeing the law does not fo properly pro- 
nounce that man righteous, who violates it's pre- 
cepts, tho' he fufFer it*s penalty, as he who pays 
a due regard to it's injunftions, and preferves 
them invariably inviolate. 3d, Such an opinion, 
muft either be antinomianifm ip the wprft fenfe, as 
It fuppofes heaven attainable, without the fulfill- 
ment of any law, in the principal, or furety j or, 
as it leaves us to fulfil the law in our own per- 
fons, in order to obtain heaven by our own obedi- 
ence, is pharifaifm. 

^i''4th, The fcripture, as it regards man in his 
^llen ftate, conftantly affirms, that falvation is 
¥tot attainable by his own works, feeing he, in 
fhdt ftate " is altogether as an unclean thing, and 
*^^his righteoufnelTes are as filthy rags." If Ixiv. 
iJp'and that there is no law exifting, which can 
give a title to life. Gal. iii. 21, " but what the 
*' law could not do, in that it was weak through 
f' the.flefh, God fending his own fon, in the like- 
•f nefs of finful flelh, and for fin condemned fin 
*' in theflefh,'' Rom. viii. 3. Hence not to him 
that worketb^ but believeth^ righteoufnefs is zw- 
"pitedy for to him that workeih the reward is 2^ 
debty but to him thzt believetb it is oi grace. Rom. 
\y. 4, 5, and Paul affirms more than once, that 
f a man is not juftified by the works of the law, 
^* but by the hearing of faith," and ^' that by 
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•* the deeds of the law, na fiefh living cap jE§ 
« juftified/' " 

Jiiftification by faitb^ ftands oppofed in l^p^ 



turc to juftification by works ; hence to fupM^ . 
faith to be a work, fo to be performed by us,^^' 
though it had in itfclf, fome intrinfic worth, or 
that we ihould merit any thing by believing, 'is 
to put the blefling on mount Ebaly inftead i$ 
Gerrizzim^ that is, deftroying the contraft of jufc 
fication by faith ^ and by works j it is to put faith 
on the fide of the law, iriftead of adjoining it to 
the gofpeL Hewever neceflary therefore faidi 
may be in order to the juftification of a finnerji 
however excellent and ufeful in order to prefervc, 
and increafe the fpiritual life of a f^nt ; yet ia it 
never to be confidered as any way meritorious, nor 
filling in other -place in the aft of juftificatioOg 
than that of an eye to look at Chrift, feet to comp, 
to Chrift, a hand, &c. to receive the purchaiy. 
and freely offered bleffings from Chrift. V. 

5th, It has been generally allowed by all, thW 
in order to find favour with God, and obta^ 
heaven, we muft be righteous^ or have a rJffiW 
dufnefs ; and it has been as generally a point S3t 
difpute what that rtghteoufnefs fhould be, and from 
whence it (hould be obtained. The " Jews fought 
'* after fuch righteoufnefs, but attained not unto 
** it ; but the Gentiles who fought not after righte- 
** oufnefs obtained it.** Roni. ix. 30, 31. The 
former fought rigbteoufnefs by the law, that is, 
they prefented their own imperfeft obedience, 2x 
adequate to the requirements of the perfe<5l law, . 
in which balance being weighed, they were too 
light, to acquit and pronounce them righteous by 
a legal fentencc ; the hitter, convinced of this im- ' 
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pcrfeftion in their own works, and believing in 
Orift, were made partakers of a right ecujnefs^ ade- 
quate to thelargeft demands of God's holy law ; by 
>ofofe voice, and confentaneous to whofe fentenc^ 
m?y* were abfolved, acquitted, accepted. Hence 
Ifevid defcribes the bleflednefs of the man to 
w&om the Lord, imputeth rigbteoufnefs without 
ns^orks. Rom. iv. 6, and Chrift is faid to be the 
tniof the law for righteoufnefs^ &c. Rom. x. 3. 
In fcripture language, faith is faid to be imput- 
ed for righteeufnefs^ as Abraham believetb God^ and 
it was imputed to him for rigbteoufnefs^ and, to lim 
that worketh not, but believetb, his faith is counted 
to him for rigbteoufnefs, Rom. iv. 3. 5. Hence 
ibme will have faith to be our righteoufnefs, un- 
derftanding thefe fcriptures literajly ; which opi- 
nion could it be. proved a» truth, would neceffarlly 
difcard and fet afide the obedience of Chrift, feeing 
a two-fold rigbteoufnefs is not neceflary. But this 
ojiinion can have no foundation but upon a fup- 
pofition, that God the fupreme legiflator, will ac* 
c^t qf a rigbteoufnefs under the gofpel, which is 
vCTV^dlflrerent from that required by the law, which 
fubpofition has not only no foundation to fupport 
irin the holy fcriptures, but muft neceflarily be 
attended with confequences not very agreeable to 
the plan of the gofpel. For on this fuppofition, 
I ft. There muft either be another law iffued in 
refped of the gofpel, lefs holy in its nature, and 
more mild in its exadlions, than the moral lavy 
firft impofed upon Adam, in his perfeft ftate, and 
afterwards more explicitly given by the miniftra- 
tion of Mofes 5 or, a rigbteoufnefs illegal, and in* 
adequate to the precepts of the moral law, muft 
be accepted in thejuftification of a finnen. But 
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heaven and earth, fliall fooner pafs away, ^SmiiH 
former ftiall ever take place. Matt. v. 1 8. and tki 
whole human race be left obnoxious to the bt^ffii^ 
e'er God will juftify and favc them, in a wiyA 
dilhonourable, and unbecoming as the latter, iGad. 
.iii. lo. 2. God who is immOtable in his nattari^ 
and unchangeable in his purpofes, miift on this 
fuppofition, vary his defigns, and change his la«s 
and ordinances, like a frail, and fhort lighted 
mortal ; and by fubftituting faith for pcrfcdt righ- 
teouinefs, muft leflen in our efteem, the bolinefi 
of his nature, on which the law is founded, the 
inflexibility of his juffice^ and the odioufnefs of fin 
which is oppofed to both. 

6th, The fcripture every where fets forth the 
n eccfli ty of faith , in or der to ^hc ju ftification qf 
a Unner ; tut to put faith as the rn entonous cairie^ 
^cffTuch juftificati on, w oul3*Ee molt infiitferairis, 
^feeing fkilli'can poffibly have no merit, asiiut^ 
an operation of the fpirit of God in the hearf^ 
a finner now regenerate, and the glorious wotkidf 
our Immanuel^ can only lay claim to merit. Fmii{^ 

ias above, can only be rnnfirjpred as an i"fl"f^|^T]flHt 
i n the matter of ju ftificatio n, receiving, and):2^- 
piying tnat nghtcoufnefs which is necefiary to lU- 
vation -, but that which receives fomething with* 
out, and feparate from itfelf, viz. that righteouf- 
nefs which is neceffary to lalvation, cannot be 
that righteoufnefs itfelf \ therefore faith cannot be 
that righteoufnefs. 

Furthermore, the fcriptures fpeak of different 
degrees of faith, O ye of little faith. And, O 
woman great is thy fdith^ &c. So we read of 
lambs in the flock, and of children, young men, 
and fathers, &c. now if faith bje our righteoufnefs, 
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*4r«ttKtig to the meafure and degree of this faith^ 
Site fere more or lefs righteous •, and as faith is fup- 
<ptifed to be imputed in the aft of juftification, a 
ati2^ji\muft be more or lefs juftified, as his faith is 
,tK©k or ftrong, which I conceive to be an abfur- 
4«qrA Moreover, I think this tenet muft be a 
;?V)iry dry bread to believers in a time of trial and 
rfpiritual defertion ; when joys feem withered, love 
*cold, and the ftiield of faith totters, and the foul 
fees herfelf affaulted on every fide ; then to have 
no hopes of acceptance but in and through a righ- 
tcoufncfs fo imperfeft and weak, as faith is in fuch 
time of trial found to be, muft needs be very un- 
comfortable to a poor creature's mind. Whereas 
on the contrary, when agreeable to the fcripture 
doftrine of juftification, faith takes hold on the 
tighteoufnefs of Chrift, and his obedience, aftive 
fitol paflive, is imputed to a poorfinner in his 
juftification for righteoufnefs, he needs no longer 
Demain in doubt, and thereby in diftrefs, whether 
rbisl faith be ftrong enough to procure him acom- 
ffiesLt pardon, feeing that in the days of the great- 
jgjBbfdarknefs and difquietude, when his faith is moft 
fjaeble, and his comforts moft fading, the glorious / 
bbjed of his faith is ftill the fame ; and the loweff^ 
degree of faith apprehends a righteoufnefs perfedt, 
compleat, and thoroughly acceptable to Gody If. xlii. 
21. Hence it is the church can rejoice in the 
.name of her bridegroom, and the honour con- 
ferred upon her in being named together with him, 
: the Lord our righteoufnefs^ Jer. xxiii. 6,xxxiii, i6, 
and each believer in particular can gladly fay, 
^^furehf in the Lord have I righteoufnefs and firength^ 
If. xlv. 24. 

7th, To argue^L as fome have done, that if a 
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finner be juftiBed by the righteoulnefs of C^M^is> 
imputed to him, he is juftificd by the law, fjfr : 
ing that righteoufnefs confided iti a perfeft cflp- _ 
formity thereto, is no better than vain jangl^g, ■ 
and below the man of attention. What can i^ 
think would the blelTed apoftle have faid to any 
one in his day, who (hould have dared in fo grofs 
and palpable a manner to have perverted his words, 
and wrefted the force of his arguments ? Doubt- 
l^fs, with zeal no lefs rapid and fervent than that 
with which he defended the truth of the gofpel, 
againft the difturbers of the church of Galatia^ 
he would have reproved the ignorance and info- 
lence of fuch Antinomians, and oppofers of the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift. " Ye vain, and felf- 
«' feeking generation, how long will ye perfiil in 
«' your ftupidity ? Does not the gofpel I have 
«* preached unto you principally tend to take you 
«* off from fclf feeking and depending? DoeSt^p .;^ 
*' not wholly point you to the Lord Chrift, aij^ : 
•' hold forth his righteoufnefs as the fole mcritQr 
•' rious caufe of your acceptance, and for the fakc 
*' of which, ye as guilty finners are imputed ju4 
" in the prcfence and efteem of a holy GqqI 
** Are not your own imperfcdt works, the heft of 
** which come jhort of the glory of God^ contrafted 
*' in all my writings, with the compleat, and per- 
" fed obedience of Chrift, who has magnified 
" the law ^ and ma:{e it honourable. Think ye O 
** vain men that God is fuch an one as yourfelf ? 
*' Did he once give a law which required perfeft 
*' obedience from his creatures, and can he now 
** difpenfe with a righteoufnefs which wiUi bear a 
*' ccnjijlency of fin with it ? Is Chrift then become 
♦' the minifter of fin ? Came he into the world to 
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•* deffatld tke law of what it juftiydemahded^ ahj 
«* to do diffionour to ah effential attribute of thd 
** deity^ viz. juftice ? Know O vain man, that hea- 
•* ven arid earth fhall pafs into nothings foonef than 
" one jdt, or one tittle of the law fhall fail of per- 
•' feft fulfillment. Nor can you ever (land before 
*'. God, and in the congregation of the juft, but 
•* as you are efteemed righteous by juftice itfelf, 
*' through the blood and righteoufnefs of the Lord 
•* Jefus. imputed, to you^ fo that with the free and 
•* full C6nfent of both law and juftice, you can 
" enter into glory; for rK> finner will be unjuftly 
♦* faved.*? . ' • ' ; 

8th, The imputation of Chrift*s righteoufnefs, 
feems not only to be moft agreeable to the word 
of God,, (as I hope to manifeft more fully by and 
by v) but arfo appears to be moft confiftent with 
the divine attributes, which hereby are made ta 
harmonize, and fweetly accord with each 6ther % 
hereby, ** mercy and truth meet together, righ- 
" ttoufnefs. and. peace embrace each other," Pf. 
Ixxxv. 10, in this moft admirable, and beft adapt- 
ed plan, we fee the rights of government fecured 
in a way ind manner, that muft refled: eternal 
honour'on the wifdom that contrived it; and the 
law of God hereby, abides immutable and in- 
flexible, as the uncnangeable attribute on which it 
ft^nds.*^ Whereas a righteoufnefs any way defici- 
ent, and imperfect,, will be found a covering t09 
narrow to wrap a naked finner in. If. xxviii. 20. 

9th, Some have thought their own righteouf* 
nefs fufficient to recommend them to God; of 
this number were the pharifees of old, and of the 
fame ^irit, temper, and opinion, are the felf- 
jufticiariis 6f this and every other age; but David's 
• • F blef 



/ 



imputed i him, h/-^ y a different ftamp, 
ing chat rightco . .^0^. pronounces Vvjta 

formity thereto" .^^'^ » rtghuoulnefys m^ 

and below the v>» ^"^ another s, for it is 

think would ' ;P^i ^^^ ^^^^ righteoufnels 
Qne in his ^ •!'^nfor acceptance, that was not 
andpjilm' Jjiehcr^ ihall we find a righteoufnefs 
4nd wif rjjm anfwcring the holy law of God, 
Ws» ^ J^' ^Affoufnefs of Chrift ? Wc have been 
^* /^^/jorice of the parallel the apoftle to the 
tt- yPlt//J5 between the firft and fecond Adam^ 
y f^fdf ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ "^^y ^^^ ^^ amifs to refume 
^ ^$o^g^^^ ^^ confider that paffage yet more 

/ ^hc apoftle here informs us, that fin firft in- 
^uced death into the world, and that in con- 
yjqucnce of fin being imputed to all, death paffed 
/ ^^n all •, and that on the contrary as death came 
/ by fin, fo life comes by righteouftiefs, as the onef 

■ was introduced by the firft Mam^ fo the other is 

brought in by the fecond /Idatn ; as fin was im- 
puted from the former, fo righteoufnefs is imput- 
ed from the latter; and as by one man* s di [obedience 
ntany^ even all the pofterity of Adam, were con^ 
Jlituted ftnnersy Jo by the obedience of onc^ even 
the man Chriit Jefus, many^ viz. all his believing 
feed, Jhall be ccnSiituted righteous^ ver. 1 9 — ver, 
15, much fno>e the grace of God^ and the gift by 
grace. *• ^he chart fma^ and dorema^ here fpokcn 
*' of, is the c.bedience of Chrift imputed to us by 
" the heavenly father. Neverthelefs thefe two 
*' words jfr^r^ and ^///, may be thus diftinguifti- 
*' ed ; the one refpefts free pardon and abfolution, 
** the otber^ a benefit beftowed on them who are 
♦' thus abfolved \ even the righteoufnefs of Chrift 

." im- 
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■juted, by which their fouls are adorned. ^'^ 
j/mme prince or potentate, from an a6l of* 
mcy and goodnels, fhould frankly forgive 
/of his poor fUbjefts, who flood indebted td 
;^yh a large fum of money ; and fhould add to 
jlRiis favour thd free donation of an immenfe trea- 
r fure ; then in the language of the apdftle here is 
grace in patdohitig, and the gif( by grace, in con- 
feringthe royal favour. Which is by one man Jefus 
Chrifiy the one and only Saviour of finners^ bath 
abounded unto many^ even to as many as believe in 
him, ver. i6, and not as it was by one that finned^ 
fo is the gift j i. e. not as the fin, the one fm, fo is. 
the dorema^ the charifma^ viz. the righteoufnefs of 
Chrifl, which imputed to the believer, which ex- 
tends its falutafy mfluence to all his fins both ori- 
ginal and a6tual, for the judgment was by one, that 
dne fin 6f Adam, to condemnation^ arifing from 
ihiputed guilt y but the fret gift ^ is of many offences ;f 
free grace pdrdons all the offences of the believer, 
unto juSiification, § to full pardon, and favourable 
F 2 accep- 



r. * Cur autera Ghrifti obedientiam (charifma^) bis vocarit, 
l^Tnel ytvo dikaiomai lierttpfe verficulo i8th catifk eft mani* 
ftfta, quia videlicet Chrifti juftitiam non confiderat abfo- 
I4te» fed katajkejifty eamquc duplicam. Nam refpedlu Dtfi 
%0bi8 illam imputantis, dtcitur chartfina^ a gratlficando : 
lloftri vero ratione, qui per earn iraputatam jufti fimus, 
mtrito dicitur dikaioma^ quod nos juftos efficiat, feu quod 
ea judi fiamus, ut explicat ipfe apollolus, ver. 1 9th, Bez. 
in loc. 

■ t Gratia non tantummodo illud peccatum interfecit, fed 
#tbm poH: illud incroeuntt peccata. Auguft. 
:3t§ Dikaioma^ fignifles here, not only pardon but accept- 
^ce ; not only freedom from guilt, but favour conferred, 
cj^n tbe obedience of Chrift, by which we are made and ac« 
<^ted, as rightepus. 



{ 
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V-^^I^/ //p^ t&iifi» receive' abundance of 
^^aboonding grace of God in Chrift, 

"^^^.if^iW receive the favour of 



yv^'' i/ ^*^ 0'^^^ ^"^ truth, and from whofe 
0->^/'^j/i receive the favour of every common 



/^'gL, ^'^ ^-^ '^^ Jf ^^^ ^^ ri^Zi/^^«>f/}, ^ the per- 
/ Mls^^d confummate obedience of Chrift Imputed 

I tothertt, Iball uign in Itje by om, J ejus Chnfi^ fhall, 

adoTjned in that fpotlcfs robe, be admitted into the 
prefencc of the king of kings, and dwell with 
Aim for ever, vcr. i8. Therefore as by the offence 
§f one^ even Adam the reprefentative of a]l man- 
kind, judgment came upon all men to condemnation^ 
the guilt of that one man's fin being imputed to 
all, laid them obnoxioufnefs to condemnation ; 
even^ fo by the right eoufnejs of one^ namely Jefus 
Chrift, the head and reprefentative of believers 
in the covenant of redemption 5 the free gift i> 
^ come upon all men^ unto jujiification of tifcy even 
upon all whom he reprefented, unto their full ab- 
folution, and final acceptance, §ver. 19. for as by 

cnc 



* Gratis nomen, ad omnia Dei beneficia pertineat, fc^\ 
doreas tes d'tkaiofnnes non de omnibus Dei beneBciis qufl^r; 
per Chridum percipimus, fed proprie de obedientiae Chrilli 
imputatlone Bez. 

§ Should it be faid that pant as anthropous% all tneri^ la 
the litter claufe of the verfe, ftanJs oppofed to, and ex- 
tends as fur as pant as anthropouj^ all wen, in the former, 
it cannot be granted ; feeing this would neceflarily infer 
univerfal falvation. Furthermore ic is obfervable, that the 
apoftle's fcope in this whole palFage, is not ftmply to prove 
that bondage, capitivity, &c. are derived to us from Adam, 
and enlargement, redemption, &c. by Chrift, but that guilty 
^d coodemnation urifing from that guilt; is imputed to us ' 

from 



$He fnan^s MfohedUnce^ viz that of Adam, many 
were madejinners^ even all who defcend from Adam 
by natural generation, are conftituted finriers in , 
him ; Jo by the obedience of one^ even Chrift, fljall 
many be made righteous^ vi^. all that (hall believe f ' 
on him to the end of time fhall be conftituieclY 
righteous, through his righteoufnefs, imputed to -^ 
thern. 

This whole paflage fo clearly and fully efta- • 
blifhes the dodlrine of imputed righteoiifnefs, thatC - 
nothing but a grofs peryerfidn of the apoftle*s ^ - 
meaning and defign can fubvert it For it is evi« ; 
dent, this, and only this, was the thing intended / 
from the twelfth verfe of the chapter, where the; 
collation betwixt Adam and Chriftis begun ; and 
although the dodlrine of original fin, or the im- 
putation of Adam's offence to his pofterity, is 
fully proved therefrom, yet Paulas defign was to 
clear up the doftrine of juftification treated of in 

, the foregoing chapter, and anfwer the cavils and 
■- objeftions that the adverfaries of the gofpei might 
raife againft it If any (hould fay that the method - 
was ftrange and unufual, that one man fhould bic 
juftified by the righteoufnefs of another -, not at ^ 

'■ all would the apoftle fay, feeing by the fame mc*- 
thod of proceeding, God has concluded all the 

' w6rld guilty by the fin of another ; there fore as ^ 
guilt, condemnation and death, came \yf^A3^am \ 
fo righteoufnefs, aj^folution and life come by 

/ F 3 / " ' "' loth, 



from Adam, as our common head and reprefentative in the 
firft covenant ; and righteoufnefs, and abfolution thereby, 
is jinputed to us from Chrift, the head and rcprcfeatativc 
of the ele& in the fecond covenanc. 



e*^) 



IQth, ThatChriftistobtf cojbfiacrcd th tfeeW-r 

- ^emption covenant as the head and reprefentatiye 

of his believing feed, the above paflage fufficient- 

ly evinces ; nor is this the only pl^ce in fcrip- 

turc that reprefents him in this light ; Pf. Ixxxiit. 

3d, / have made a covenant with my cbofeuj &c:. 

where notwithftanding, the king of Ifrael is in-. 

tended in a proximate fenfe, yet is evident from 

many paflages in the after parts of the Pfalm^ the 

kine of faints is intended in the ultimate. Again, 

•* their gQvernor (hall proceed from the midft of 

•* then], (even Chrift,) and I will caufe him to 

*' draw near, and he (hall approach unto me ; 

** for who is this that engaged his heart to ap- 

** prpach unto me, faith the Lord," Jer. xxx. 

2 J. And again, " behold the man whofe name 

*' is the branch, even be (hall build the temple 

** of tl^e JLord, and h? fhall bear the glory, and 

*^ he fhall fit and rule upon his throne^ and he 

^' (hall be a prieft qpon his throne, and the coun- 

I " felofpcace," (viz. the covenant of redemption,) 

J (hall be between them both, even Jehovah the h- 

therand7<?^<?V^^thefon. Zech. vi. 12, 13. In this 

covenant, the father engages and covenants to 

give and infurp to the fon, a certain number of 

fallen fmners of mankind, who in confideratlon 

of, an4 for the fake of ^hat he fliould do and 

fuffer, fliould be deiivere4> from tjie demerit of 

their fins, reftored tq the favour of God, and be 

made partakers of everlafting felicity. If Uii. 1 1. 

Math. i. 2 I. John vi. 37, xvii, 2, 'o, &c.. The 

fon covenants and engages in behalf of thefe, to 

hy afide his glory, leave the bofom of his father, 

and becaufe the children were partakers of flefh 

and blood, to afTume'their nature^ mdfortn^ fub- 

-' /,' .' . ■ . .' ' i^^ 
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jpft,himfeif to the law, . wliofc precepts thcyliad 
violated, and whofe curfe they noW lay obnoxious 
to, that bearing and fufFcring the one, and obey- 
ing and fulfilling^ the other, he might juftly claini 
for them refeafe and acceptance. Phillip, ii 6, 7, 
Heb. ii. 14. Gal. iii. 13, Eph? i. 6, John xvii^ 
2, &c. 

Now if, (as it appears) Chrifl was the head 
and reprefentative of his people in the covenant 
of redemption ; all he engaged for, muft necef^ 
farily ftand or fall together with him ; and as he 
fliould acquit himfelf in his engagements for thecn, 
they muft partake the efFefts accordingly. But 
Chrift the head of his people, dealt prudently, 
acquitted himfelf with honour, came dff vi6tori- 
ous in fight, vanquifhed his foes, routed his ene- 
mies, ind led captivity captive. By a holy and 
, obedient life^ " he magnified the Uw, and brought 
*' ii) ^vprl^ing righteoufnefs," If.xiii. 21. Dan. 
ix. 24, and by the offering up of himfelf a fa» 
crifice on the crofs, in the room and place of his 
people, he bath finijhed tranfgrejjion and made an 
end of Jin. Hence all ppor finnejrs believing i^ ' 
him, are by virtue oF,' and for his blood's fake, de-f * 
livered from hell and damnation ; and for the fake 
.^.of his holy and obedient life, entitled to heaven, 
/,f and eternal falvation. Or in other words, for the 
\^ ifakc qf what Chrift has done and fufFered, all hii 
,^ jbelievlpg feed, who for their fins and iniquities 
had deferved hell, arc not only delivered from the 
pit, but are accepted in the beloved, adopted in- 
to the family of heaven while here on earth, and 
have heaven and glory infured to them in the pro- 
, piifesofGod, whei> called to depart. 
.. . i^h, Itisfcarce pofiible for us to hear, an4 

^ feri. 
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fcrioufly meditate of this itnktchkfs, and unmbiatK^ 
cd love of God exhibited in Chrift Jcfus our Savi- 
our, and not belcd to enquire how all this isbroupht 
about -, how it can comport mxhjufticey that guilty 
creatures fhould not only be abfolved, but accept- 
ed alfo, and treated as righteous, and really de- 
ferving. And, O precious anfwer ! Well might 
David fay of the word of God, that it was desrer 
to him than thoufands of gold and fihir^ for this 
blefled word, gives a full and f^tisfaftory anfwer to 
this important and interefting enquiry. Afk we 
why obnoxious finners are acquitted ? It is, fays 
the bleffed gofpel, becaufe God hath found a ran. 
fomJ* Job xxxiii. 24, we had finned, Jefus fuf- 

fcred; 



♦ j1 ranfom^ thehdbrew (copker) fignifies to cover, and 
/ is accordingly tranflated mercy-feat. Ezod. xxv. 3i> being 
>• tlie covering of the ark of the tcftimony. And this mercy % 
femt^ fpokenofHob. ix, 5, is by the fame infpired writer, 
cHitd tht Siiafterhn. Rom. iii, 25. that is, our propitia- 
tion ; fo that Chrifl appears to be the true wercy-feat^ the 
copher^ the atonement y and ran/cm found for fmners. 

\ beg leave to add the note of no mean commentator on 
this pafTage. I have found a ranfom, or propitiation ; Jefus 
Chrift is that ranfom, fo Elibu calls him, as Job had called 
, )iim, his Redeemer, for he is bot)i the purchaier, and the 
v.. price, the pried and the facrifice. So high was the value 
put upon fouls, that nothing lefs would redeem them, and 
fo great was the injury done by fm, that nothing lefs would 
atone for it, than the blood of the fon of God, who gave 
himfelf a ranfom for many. This is a ranibm of God's nnd- 
f ing, a contrivance of infinite wifdom ; we could never have 
! found it out ourfelves, and the angels themfelves could ne- 
ver have found it, it is the wifdom of God inamyftery, the 
. hidden wifdom, and fuch an invention as is, and will be the 
; cverlafting wonder of thofe principalities and powers that de- 
\ fire to look into it, Obferve how God glories in the inven- 
; tion here, eurekcu tnreia^ I have found, I have found the 
' fanfona, I, even \ am hp that hs^th done it, RUtb. Henry. 
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/dfedr f^ Mr tr^Hi^ifions he was ilriken, fmittgn 
af God and affli^edy the fu/t gave up himfelf to 
deatK, even a death moft ignominious and excru- 
ciating, bare the fins of the unju/i^ that he might 
bring them to God. Do we enquire why vile and 
worthlefs finners, are dealt with in fo much mercy, 
treated with fuch wonderful loving kindnefs, that 
they are accepted, adopted, and beloved ? The 
foul-tranfporting anfwer is, hear it with attention, 
and receive it with pleafure and gratitude, O my 
foul, and thou O cnriftian reader whoever thou 
art •, the anfwer I fay is, we are accepted in the be- 
loved \ not by works of right eoufnejs which we have 
done^ but ofgrace^ free, rich, and fovereign. Jefu* 
the everlafting, co-effential, and co-equ^I fon o£ 
the everlafting father, hath undertaken for us, 
^fpoufed our caufc, borne our fin and forrow, dif- 
charged our debts, and procured us favour and 
acceptance, and becaufe he died for us we fhall 
not die, ariid becaufe he lived on earth beJow a 
holy and obedient life, fulfilling all righteoufnefsy 
as our federal-head, and now for ever lives in hea- 
ven above to intercede, I fay becaufe of his life, 
we ftiall live ^Ifo. 

Glorious falvation, we who were guilty and ob- 
noxious are abfoived ; we who were polluted and 
defiled, are accepted •, " for he hath made him to 
^^ be fin for us who knew no fin, that we might 
*' be made the righteoufnefs of God in him." ^ 

2 Gor^ 



* God made Chrift fin for us, inafmuch as he imputed 
our finy- to him, that he might fuffer the punifhment of them; 
and on the contrary, we are made the righteoufnefs of God 
iu pbrift, ipafinuch as God imputetb bis righteoafneis to u.*:, 

an4 



a Cor. ▼. 2 1 . Precious fcriiJttfre thi»i each, wdtd 
is big with wonder ; each word is moft emphad- 
cal, and claims the clofeft attention. He^ the fa^ 
thcr, God of immaculate purity, who eannot ap- 
prove fin, nor accept the guilty finner, as fucb, 
in love moft ftupendous and aft(Hii{hing towards 
the dcferved objefts of his wrath, made^ gave up, 
appointed, him^ his only begotten fon, who thought 
it not robbery to be equal with Gody Phillip, ii. 6. 
to he firiy imputing the guilt kA his offending 
creatures unto him, that in his own body he might 
bear them on the crofs, and as a fin- offering 
might be facrificed to expiate tranfgreffion, and 
as a finner might fuffer the defcrt of the fins of 
his people. And O wonderful to tell, ihis^ he 
wa;s made, for us^ Lord what is many that thou 
Art thus mindful of him^ or what is a Jinful child 
of many that thy fon (hould be made fin for him ! 
For usy angels are left confined in chains of dark- 
neis for their fins, but Jefus takes our nature, and 
is made RnforuSy he knew no ftny immaculate in 
nature, guiklcfs in life -, we knew nought but fin, 
conceived in finy brought forth in iniquity y and like 
lofifbeepy with one confent, had gone aflrdyy yet, 
was he made Jin for us. But O my foul, art thou 
not fwallowed up in wonder, and fweet furprize ! 
Amazement higher ftill, what was all this for ? 
What to cffe£t ? Why does Jehovah bow thci 

fkies, 

and we arc efteemed righteous for the fake of the obedience 
of Chrift, Pifcat in \oc.-^The righteoufneft of God^ pot a 
righteoufnefs inherent but imputed by God through f^itb. 
Therefore it is added (en auto) in hlniy fo we are the righte- 
oufnefs of God in him, as he is fm for us, even by itoputation. 
Bez, in loc. 



^Ikl^eSv'aftd in the lidbit of a poor ftranger appear 
in this corrupted world, and fojourn amongft his 
own offending creatures ? It was, ** that we might 
** be made the righteoufnefs of God in him,* that 
we might, (believing in him) be inverted with that .- 
robe of righteoufnefs, which might render us ac-^ 
ceptable to God, might be clothed upon with 
that garment of falvation, which fhould befpeak 
us the purchafe of his blood, and gain us admif- 
fion into the prefence chamber of the king of 
kings. 

But how fhall this righteoufnefs become ours ? 
By a gracious imputation, and, as it were, in ex- 
change for our fins, for he took our fins, that wc 
might become pofleffed of his righteoufnefs 
through faith in him ; he aflumed the human na- 
ture, that we might partake of the divine, and 

cloathed 



* The righteoufnefs of God in hhn^ viz. that wc might 
appear righteous before God, not in our inherent righteouf. 
nefs, but the righteoufnefs of Chrifl: imputed to us of God 
by faith ; for the apoftle adds not {en auto) in him^ with- 
out 4efign, but that he mfght fignify unto us, that we are 
pot juftifipd by a righteoufnefs of our own, but by the 
righteoufnefs of another, even Chri(i's imputed to us. As 
Chrift is faid to have been made fm for us *who kneiv no Jin ^ 
ftich he was made by imputing our (ins unto him ; fo' on/' 
^' the contrary, that we are made righteous, it is by imputing^ 
,r his righteoufnefs unto us, By this wonderful permutation, 
Chrift hath taken upon himfelf our evil things, that he 
might impart unto us his good things : he took our mifery^ 
that he might beftow on us his mercy ; he took the curfe 
4ue to us, that we might partake of his hleffednefs • he 
l)Owed to death y to raife us to ///>, and in order to this, took 
q^vfnst that we might take his righteoufnefs. Turret. — 
Ipfe peccatum et nos juftitia, nee noftra fed Dei, nee in 
'* npbis fed in ipfo, ficut ipfe peccatum, non fuum fed nof* 
truco> ncQ ij;L fe> fed in nobis fadtus eft, Augi;(^. 
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doathed himfclf with rags, that we might be 
cloathcd in royal robes. But will this righteouf-* 
ncfs be fufficient, will it gain us favour and ac* 
ccptance ? Yes faith the evangelical prophet, the 
Lord is well pleafed for his ri^bteoufnefs fake^ If, 
xlii. 21. for it is. every way commenfurate to the 
large and extenfive precepts of the holy law, it is 
a garment long and large, fpotlefs as the fun, and 
whiter than the new fallen frow •, arrayed in this, 
the vileft proftitute will find acceptance, and with- 
out this, the greateft profeflbr will be reje6ted 5 
when the bride, the church appears in this orna- 
mental robe, the king is delighted with her heautjy 
accefs is given her into his prefence, and he de- 
•clares his approbation of her, faying, thou are all 
jair my love^ and there is no fpot in tbee^ PC xlv. 
II, 14. Cant iv. 7. This is the wedding* gar- 
ment which all the accepted guefts are cloathed 
with, and whoever (hall be found without it, tho* 
he may have obtruded himfelf into the fellowfhip 
alnd fociety of the bridegrooms friends, will be de- 
teftcd and cafi into outer darknefs^ for no righte- 
oufnefs will be admitted that is not perfcd: as the 
precept, and holy as him that gave it ; but fuch 
righteoufnefs is only to be found in the holy and 
pbedient life of Chrift. 

Every true believer puts on Chrijly not only by 

■^'■"^a par*-^ 



• The wedding-garment which alone can render us plea- 
fing and acceptable to the heavenly king, who appoints the 
inarrlage, even to the father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the 
<pintual bridegroom, and in which we may (land before 
him in judgment, is the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed to 
us by faith ; for the fcripture knows of no other thing, for 
the fake of which, we may be accepted of God, obtain par- ' 
don of fin, and a right to eternal life. Cbemnit. 



a partlcipationjoniis nat^^ and at txm^ / 

formity to his' laws anH^^TH^T^tJU t delires above ^ 
all things llSSiiXXf^tfi^frigSteouf^^ may be hi« 
uppermoft garment. Thus prayed the great 
preacher to the gentiles, iba$ I may be found in 
him^* in the great and folemn day when God (hall 
make up his jewels, let me be/^2^ir^ in hinty in« 
corporated into him by faith, that I may be Ihel- 
tered from the ftorm and tempeft which naJced 
fouls muft feel, and, which nty own rigbteoufnefs, 
which is of the law, can in no wife fcreen mc- 
from ; let me therefore be found in that righteouf^ 
nefsy which is through the faith of Chrift^ imputed, 
through faith to every believer, even the rights- 
oufnefs which is of God by faith^ which God imputes, 
to them that believe, and in which he cannot but; 
acquiefce. 

It does not appear that Paul expcfted to appear 
as accepted, for his inherent righteoufnefs, the * 
very thougM of - which he earneftly deprecates;? 
nor does it feem that Paul expeded Jiis Jai|h to 
be his acceptable righteoufnefs ; but'tliat which 
faith layriiQlJ upon, and applies in the a<5t of 
j unification, and ever after has refpedt unto 5 now 
that righteoufnefs which is though faith^ or which 

faith 



* To he found in Chrifi^ tacitly refpcfts the judgment of 
God. For the father hath declared himfelf well pleafed ia 
Chrift ; therefore to them who are made one with him by 
faith, there is no ccMidcmnation, feeing that fuch aire adorn- 
ed with a righteoufxtefs fuch as he requireth, and cannot but 
be pleafed with, even the perfedl and compleat righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift imputed to them by faith. Whereas on the 
contrary, whofoever are not found in Chrift cannot efcape 
condenmation, feeing they can produce no rightcoufiaeii 
but their own. Bez. on tb$ pafagc. 



I faith refpcfts, cannot be faith itftif ;' but <h# 
jfrightcouihefsof Chrift is that which faith always 
jl has refpeft unto, and muft therefore be ibmething 

I I differJflTfroiTritfelf. 

I 1 2th, It is prefumcd, it was n6 more needful 
that Chrift fliould perform in the obedience of 
his life, the duties peculiar to the feveral dates- 
and conditions of his people,* in order that his^ 
aftive obedience might be imputed to them as their 
title to heavert, than it was needful for him to 
fuffer all the peculiar aches, pains, diieaies, and 
difquietudes common to the various ilates, con- 
ditions, and circumftances which an all-wife pro- 
vidence had fubjefted them to, in order to pro- 
cure their deliverance from hell. In refpedt to 
the laiter, what concerned him for the deliver- 
ance of his people, was to fatisfy the injured law 
in whatever its pure precepts were vtolated ; by 
fufFering all it could poffibly inflift on the offen- 
ders, fo -that in confequence thereof, they plight 
with one voice triumph in the caufe of their ab-^ 
folution, u'ho Jhall lay any tbing^ to the charge of 
^ God's eleB ? It is Cbrifl that died. And hence in 
scripture Chrift is faid to be given to lutron.^ , 
:!Math. XX. 28, and an antilutron. i Tim. ii. 6\i 
\ by which his people are delivered •from the curfe 
., due to their fins. And as he was the head amt 
■ reprefentative of his chofen feed, all that was ne- 
ceflary in the latter, in order to their acceptance, 
adoption, &cc, was, the fulfilling the precepts of 
the law agreeable to that, he that does thefe things 

/ball 

♦ TV lutrofi ipfam rederaptionem ngn declarat. fed ejq$; 
prctiuni, i. e. quicqiiid datur ad eos redimendos quicap- 
tivi tencntvir. Em/., 
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Jhall live in tbem. Nor doth that objcftion fecfm 
to have any weight, " that if we are juftified by 
" his life, his death was not neceffary •, but his 
" death appears to have been neceflary from the 
** concurrent teftimony of fcripture ; therefore 
*' we are not juftified by his lite,.'* For to have 
qiade this argument folid andconclufive, it (hould 
have been faid,^ if we are juftified by his life only 
and abftraftedly, then his death was not neceflary ; 
but I do not know that this is any where afErm- 
cd. The aftive and paflive obedience of Cbrift, 
as they are the fole meritprious caufe of a finner*s 
juftification, are and ought to be confidered as one 
great aggregate, inleparably conneded, unitingJ[ 
their influence, and joining their agency to lay a 
firm foundation for reconciliation with God, par- 
don, peace, acceptance, adoption, heaven, and 
glory for believing finners. 

. Yet ftiould any man fpeak of the fatisfaftion of 
Chrift's death, and the merit of his life diftinftly and 
{eparate, afcribing to each a dlftind part in the 
lalvatlon of a finner, I fee not wherein the pradicc 
could juftly be blamed j for remiflion of fin, and 
impuution of righteoufncfs, ftand related to each 
Other as the caufc and it's eflfea. For we are not 
to conceive of the procedure, as if God firft pardon'd 
^^fln, and afterwards imputed righteoufncfs tous; 
but rather, ifthe imputes righteoufncfs and for the 
fabe of that righteoufncfs imputed, he pardonsi 
our fin. For it fecms neceflary that the {lutroriy) 
and fatisfadtion ftiould fo intervene that remiflion 
of fins may be obtained without infringing y^/w, 
and that there may be a lawful foundation laid 
for the abfolutory fentencc. The imputation of 
tkt righteoufncfs of Chrift, is the fole foundation 
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and meritorious caufe of a finner's juftificatiott, 
which as it confifts of two parts, viz. abfolutioH 
and adcpticn^ infcparably conneftcd with each o- 
f her ; the former may well be fuppofed to refpcft 
the death, the latter the life of Chrift, which 
confidered jointly, prefents us with a rightcouf- 
ncfs having at ojice a fatisfaftory, and a meritori- 
ous power. It is certain, the benefit rcfultins 
from the whole obedience of Chrift is twofolcf, 
ift/ a deliverance from death. 2d, a title to life. 
J For it is one thing to be loofed out of prifon, ano* 
** ther to be feated on a throne. Adam in his pcr- 
fe6t ftate, deferved not the penalty of death, nei- 
ther did he deferve the reward of life, his obe- 
<iicnce yet being untried. Paul himfelf feems to 
have confidered the bleffingsrefulting fromChriffs 
finifhed work diftindrly. Gal. iv. 4. 5, Chrift was 
made under the law^ that he might redeem ibem 
tlfai were under the law^ i. e. from under the 
curfe, that we might receive the adoption of fdns^ 
i. e. a right and title to life, which floweth from 
adoption. Again, Afts xxvi. 18, that they may 
receive remijfion of Jins^ and a lot among them that 
that are fanclified. So Chrift is faid, not only to 
have wajbed us, but alfo to have made us kings' 
and priefts unto God, &c. Rev. i. 5, 6. 

But to lay the whole ftrefs of bur falvation in 
fuch fort on the Redeemer's death, as to difrc-" 
gard and difparage his holy and obedient life, as 
it is unfcriptural, fo it is a praftice unfutFerable, 
feeing we are hereby led to conceive of Chrift as 
our furety and reprefentative, in one part of his 
grand undertaking, but intirely to overlook him 
as acting in that character in another. As Chrift en- 
gaged in behalf of his people, to deliver them from 
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Kfell^ and bring them to heaven and glory, hti 
muft accomplifli his purpofe confiftent with the 
ftrideft juftice, ( for none will be Taved unjuftlv, 
though the faved will be fuch undefervedly,; the 
tranlcript of which^ was the fixed and invariable 
law of God. This law made no promife of life 
but to the obedient, do and live^ but by what fo- 
phiftry difoiey and die^ can be made equivalent 
to this, I know not ; and 'till this be done, it can 
never be proved that the fufferings of Chrift a^ 
lonCy can give us a claim to heaven. It is grant- 
ed, when a criminal has fufFered the penalty of 
the law according to the nature of his crime, juf- 
tice can exaft no more, and in this ferife he ftands 
on equal footing with him who never tranfgrefled 
the law at all ; but the latter of thefe was the cafe 
with Adam before his obedience was tried ; and 
that covenant obligation whereby life was to be 
continued, or incrcafed, remained yet unfulfilled ; 
5ut believers in Chrift Jefus are in a very different 
ftate, as fliewn above. So long as we live in an 
unconverted ftate, fo long we live as Adam 
left us by his fall from God, in a ftate of wrath 
and condemnation^ Eph. ii. 3. John iii. i8j but 
when we are tranjlated from the fower of darknefs 
into the kingdom of the f on of God. Coloff. i. 13, 
the incorruptible feed is f own which liveth^ andabid- 
eth for ever, i Pet. i, 23 j and the precious foul 
as one of the jewels of heaven, is kept by th^ 
fower of God^ through faith unto falvation^ ch, i. 5* 
13th, Reader if thou haft an intereft in this 
precious Chrift, thefe are truths, fcripture truths, 
gofpcl truths ; this is the new wine of the king- 
dom which may well make glad thy heart. What 
canft thou want, that Chrift has not to give .? What 
G canft 
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canft thou want that the God of our mercies will 
withold, he that (pared not his fan^ but freely gave 
b .7/ up for us al/y how Jhall he not with him freehf 
give us all things ? Rom. viii. 32. Art thou weak 
in faith, and are thy graces feeble ? Behold Chrift 
is the bread of life, the true bread, the bread that 
Cometh down from heaven ; and as bread is the 
ftaff of hte, fo Chrift fhall be the ftrength and 
fupport of thy foul. If thou art thirfty Chrift 
gives living water to thirfty fouls, the weak he 
ftrengthens, the weary he refreflics, the mourners 
he chears, the guilty he abfolves, the imprifoned 
he loofes, the blind he leads, the lame he upholds, 
he prepares a cordial for the (ick, applies balm to 
the wounded, and O comfortable to tell, he deaths 
the naked with a robe of righteoufnefs. 

When Jofeph was called from prifon to appear 
before Pharaoh the king of Egypt, he put off his 
prifon cloaths and changed his raiment, and hav- 
ing obtained favour, he was not only cloathed, 
but adorned, he was arrayed in veftures of fine 
linen, and a chain of gold was put around his neck; 
and fo it is with believers in Chrift, old things are 
put awa}\ all things become new ; a new heart, a 
new life, new defires, new purpofes, new aims, 
* new ends, new pleafures, new companions, and 
^ (allow me to fay dear reader,) a new coat. 

The righteoufnefs of Chrift, is fomewhat like 
Jofeph's coat of divers colours, it is red and white, 
or as the bride rejoicingly fings of her beloved, 
he is white and ruddy ^ fuch is the robe his friends 
are adorned with \ it is red in refpeft of his bloody 
death, not like Jofeph's coat which was dipt in 
the blood of a kid, for Chrift^s garment was be- 
fmeared with his own blood, If, Ixiii. 2, it is white 
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in refpeft to his perfeft and moft holy life ; fo 
that, (if I may fo fay,j the believer's garment, 
that is the righteoufnefs of Chrift, was woven 
from the wool of this heavenly lamb, by a three 
jand thirty years toil, and at his death \o fprinkled 
with his blood, that (as I faid) it is a garment red 
and white. I would here obferve O reader, that 
none partake of this garment, but renewed fouls ; 
Chrift will never beftow this blefljng on two forts 
of people, I ft. On fuch as refufe inftru6tion, and 
in no wife chufe the fear of the Lord ; who efteem 
the preaching of the crofs foolifhnefs, and will not 
have him to reign over them ; thefe loving to wal- 
low in their own vomit of fm and filthincfs, muft 
never 'till changed, put on this robe of righteouf- 
nefs, and they can never be accepted without it. 
2d, Such as are wrapping up themfelves in their 
pwn imaginary goodnefs -, and to whom Chrift 
crucified, and falvation by his crofs, is an occafion 
of ftumbling •, Chrift will put his righteoumefs 
on none but naked finners, who fee and feel their 
need of fuch a covering, and therefore thefe muft 
want the wedding garment when the king Ihall 
view his guefts. 

J 4th, The fweet fiqger of Ifrael records in a 
fong the bleflednefs of the man whofe fins are 
covered ; now it is one fpecial property of a gar- 
ment to cover, but what can poflibly cover our 
fpiritual nakednefs before God, and as it were hide 
pur fins from his eyes, befide the righteoufnefs 
wrought out by our Lord Jefus Chrift ? This 
renders us acceptable to God^ Eph. i 6. and as of 
old the mercy- [eat^ covered the tables of the de- 
calogue, laid up in the ark of the covenant, fo 
Chrift is our mercyfeatj Rom, iii, 25. xht umbra* 
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nlumgratU^ which covereth our fins committed «-^ 

gainft the tables of God*s moft holy law. And 
as his righteoufnefs is the moft fplendid and glo- 
rious, and fit for fuch to wear who (tand in the 
prefence of the king, therefore he fays, / counfel 
$bet to buy of me gold tried in the fire^ thai thou 
mayell he rich^ and white raiment tbat ibou mayefi 
be clothed^ that the Jbame of tby mkednejs do not 
appear^ Rev. iii. i8. 

The perfedtion of this righteoufn^fs is fet forth 
in Pf. xlv. I o. where it is compared to gold of 
Ophir^ the fineSl gold^ and the queen (i. e. the 
church) is represented as vefted therewith, adorn- 
ed and ready for the bridegroom, exulting and 
finging, as in the words of the prophet, I will 
greatly rejoice in the Lord^ my foul /ball be joyful 
in my Gody for he hath clothed me with the garments 
of falvation^ be bath covered me with THE robe 
; ^- ^f righteoufnefs. This is the veftment that Chrift 
ipreads over the deformity of his faints, Ezek. 
xvi. 8. it is the clean linen fpoken of. Rev. xix* 
8, which is faid to be the right ecufnefs of faints \ not 
their inherent righteoufnefs, this might be called 
their own, but the righteoufnefs of Chrift ; it is 
ftidthey wear it by fpecial grant, for // was grant- 
edy &c. now that this is meant of the righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift, appears from Rom. v. i8. viii. 4. 
where the fame greek word is ufed to exprefs the 
righteoufnefs of Chrift, viz. his active and paffive 
obedience. The fcriptures frequently bring an 
pnivcrfal charge pf fin againft all men, for all 
kave finned and come fhort of the glory ofGod^ Rom. 
iii 19. and, there is none righteous no not one^ Pf. 
xiv. 3. And again, in thy fight fhad no flefh living 
be jufiified. Npw what righteoufnefs can be fuf- 
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llcicnt to recommend an unrighteous race, to the 
favour and acceptance of a holy God ? No exter- 
nal works can avail to this purpofe •, our common 
parents fewed fig leaves, but they could not cover 
their nakednefs therewith ; now thefe fig-leave 
aprons were types of all thofe outward coverings 
men are apt to make in order to cover their naked 
fouls, but they muft be told that their works will 
not profit them. God no doubt intended to inftrudt 
Adam and Eve^ when he cloathed them with the 
ikins of beafts, probably flain for facrifice, in the 
bleffings couched in the ferpent's curfe, that the 
woman*s feed then promifed, (hould ofitr up his 
body to expiate their guilt, and by a holy and 
obedient life, weave out for them a garment that 
fhould cover their fpiritual nakednefs, and hide 
their fhame and guilt. 

When Jacob came in unto his father Ifaac^ to ob- 
tain the bleffing, he put on goat-fkins, and his 
elder brother's raiment ; fo we alfb muft put on 
the righteoufncfs of Chrift, the raiment of our 
elder brother, if ever we obtain the bleffing from 
our heavenly father. It was appointed under the 
law, for Aaron to be cloathed with garments glo- 
rious and beautiful, whenever he entered the ho- 
ly of holies ; fo all believers, being made kings 
and priefts unto God, Rev. i. 6, are cloathed with 
a beautiful and glorious garment, even the righ- 
teoufnefsof the Lord Chrift, by who fe power they 
have been made willing^ and whom they now wor- 
Ihip in this beautiful drefs, or in the beauty of 
bolinefs^ Pf. ex. 3. This precious righteoufncfs 
of Chrift, is to the foul, what our common gar- 
ments are to our bodies ; this covers the naked- 
nefs of the body, that imputed by faith, covers 
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the nakedncfs of the foul ; the latter Ikreens as 
from cold, &c. fo doth the righteoufnefs of Chrift 
ifrom the frigidity of fin, which almoft freezes our 
afTcdtions, and benumbs us in fpiritual duties ; 
our garments alfo defend our bodies froni the 
burning fun, fo doth Chrift's righteoufnefs At>m 
the fcorching heat of awakened wrath. Again, 
our garments are ufed as ornaments to the body, 
fo the righteoufnefs ofChrift doth more efpecially 
ornament our fouls, fo that we hereby become ac* 
ceptable to God. 

God forbad the Ifraelties to wear garments made 
of woollen and linen, Deut. xxii. 1 1, no doubt in- 
tending to inftruft us hereby, thatChrifl's ipotlefs 
g «. rigl':eoufnefs, and our own filthy rags, fhould not 
be joined together in the juftification of a finner ; 
and indeed why fhould they, what part can they 
claim in the great work ? What have the beft of 
them merited ? Surely nothing but fhame and 
forrow. What did Chrift bring falvation in part, 
and leave us to finifh the work begun ? Or muft 
we begin, and perform a part, and will Chrift 
make up the deficiency ? Muft he be alpha^ and 
we omega J or muft we be alpha^ and will he be 
omega ? Let fuch difhonoyrable thoughts be far 
from our minds, if Baal be God ferve him, but 
if the Lord Chrift be God^ let him have the glory. 
His arm alone brought falvation^ to his name alone 
be all the praife. 

15th, Upon the whole, what a glorious difco- 
very doth the word of God make unto us, of 
his wifdom and gpodnefs, in the redemption of 
loft finners by means of a mediator ; and what a 
firm foundation for hope, yea for the plerophory 
of hope, is laid up for every believer in the holy 
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life, and (in-atoning death of the Lord Jefui 
Ghrift. Can you fail of falVation who cafl. thd 
anchor of your hope in him ? No, it is impof- 
fible. Can the injured law arreft you and con- 
demn you ? No, Chrift has fufFered ail that jufticd 
could inflift •, inflift on one who had engaged in 
behalf of the obnoxious, and as a furety had bound 
himfelf to difcharge the debts of his diftreffed peo- 
ple. Being found in Jefus need you fear accept- 
ance ? There is to thee O child of grace no cof^ 
demnation^ therefore thou canft nevergo to hell : but 
cloathed in the fpotlefs garment wove out by Chrift, 
having on that right eoufnefs which is of God through 
faith in Chrifl^ thou haft the ftrongeft recommen- 
dation to the favour of God, and therefore fhalc 
affuredly go to heaven. 

This righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed to the be- 
liever, gives him as full an abfolution from guilt, 
as if he had never offended, acquits as intirely in- 
the eye of juftice, as if he had never been attaint- .♦ 
ed ; and at the fame time confers a title toiieaven 
and glory, as full and inconteftible, us if be had" 
fulfilled all the precepts of the moft holy law of 
God. In this m.oft incomparably glorious plan of 
falvation, in which the attributes of deity Ihine 
forth with aftoniftiing brightnefs, and fweetly har- 
monize in the moft pleafing concord and agree- 
ment, do thou more and more employ thy nobleft 
powers O my foul. Here is an abyfs of wonder, 
a boundlefs and bottomlefs ocean of heavenly wit 
dom, and heavenly love lies open before thee ; 
dare not too deep left thou be fwallowed up in the 
immenfity of myftery ; think not to found infinite 
depths, with the fliort and fcanty line of moft en- 
lightened reafon, for nothing's here but infinitude 
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